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TOWARDS NEW FRONTIERS / VERS DE NOUVELLES FRONTIERES 

A new current is rising in the horizons across 
Canada. This current will grow, expand and eventu- 
ally bring sweeping changes in the conditions and 
relations experienced by the Canadian people. This 
current, young but increasingly strong, is known as 
the national consciousness of Canadian minorities. 

As Chinese Canadians celebrate the success of 
their campaign against W5, Quebecers will decide-- 
in a referendum to be held on May 20, 1980 -- whe- 
ther or not to give a mandate to the provincial 
government to negotiate 'sovereignty-association' 
with the rest of Canada. 

I1 n'est pas simplement question d'un "oui" ou 
d'un "non". Car, quelque soit le rgsultat final de 
ce r&f6rendum, le statu quo constitutionnel et le 
partage des pouvoirs entre les gouvernements f&d&ral 
et provinciaux ne peut demeurer inchangg aprss le 
r6fGrendum. 

L'atmosphgre sera gmotivement chargge durant la 
campagne rgfgrendaire, 5 mesure que les deux camps 
s'affronteront. Au fa?te de la campagne, l'atten- 
tion sera momentanement gloignge des origines du 
nationalisme qukbScois, et ceci jusqu'au lendemain 
du rgfgrendum. 

French nationalism in today's Quebec originates 
from over a century of economic, social and cultural 
deprivation experienced by French Quebecers, who as 
minority within Canada finds itself to be a class of 
secondary citizens denied of certain powers and pri- 
vileges. The Quiet Revolutiofi of the 60's epito- 
mized the growth and aspiration of modern Quebec. 
The October Crisis of 1970 dramatized this nationa- 
list movement and exposed the paranoia of English 
Canada towards Quebec. But it was on November 15, 
1976 when the Parti ~u4b;cois was elected into 
office, that Quebec nationalism reached a new stage 
in its development. 

Coming into power posed as champions for French 
minority rights, the PQ government has not shown it- 
self to be truly and meaningfully sympathetic 
towards the rights of minorities. We shall not for- 
get the basically chauvi~~istic nature of Bill 101, 
the PQ government's language legislation. Nor can 
we easily forget the virtual abandonment of govern- 
ment responsibility, if not outright negligence, 
towards minority cultures as espoused in the PQ 
government's White Paper on Cultural Policy. Mean- 
while, the renewed construction of the federal Com- 
plexe Guy Favreau and the provincial Convention 
Centre at the centre of Chinatown further threaten 

the survival of Montreal's Chinese community, which 
has already been devastated by over a decade of phy- 
sical and social disintegration. The Japanese Can- 
adian culture in Quebec is almost extinct, thanks to 
decades of self-denial and withdrawal superimposed 
at least in part by external factors. All in all, 
Asian Quebecers (~siabgcois) still exist in an over- 
all state of deprivation as a result of existing 
socio-economic conditions, the perpetuation of which 
does seem to be the intention of political regimes 
of Quebec up to date, including the Parti Qu6b6cois. 

In a recent interview with the Asianadian, 
Quebec's Minister of State for Cultural Development 
Camille Laurin admits that his government will not 
actively come to the aid of minorities unless they 
have come forward "in a united voice"! This policy 
statement, and the experience of the PQ, reiterates 
indirectly a viewpoint we have always held: that 
minorities, including Asianadians and ~siabGcois, 
cannot expect crusaders-- least of all the govern- 
ment -- to come to our aid. Political freedom and 
economic equality can be won only through tenacious 
and perservering campaigns. This is an important 
lesson that Asianadians and in fact all minorities 
can learn from French Quebecers-- a lesson that 
perhaps even their leaders have not really and fully 
understood. 

Quelle devrait Ztre la position des Asiabgcois 
dans le rgfgrendum? 

If we vote yes, we will subject ourselves to 
give a mandate to the PQ government to negotiate a 
sovereign nation in which Asiab6cois will become 
minorities in a state dominated by the French major- 
ity. If we vote no, we will help to maintain the 
status quo or a 'renewed federalismt-- whatever this 
means-- dominated by the English majority, or 
English-French majorities. 

This then becomes clear: Oui ou Non, nous 
sommes immigrants! Yes or no, we remain minorities 
and will be subjected to the same conditions inhi- 
biting our cultural, political and socio-economic 
growth that characterized our past history in Canada 
and Quebec. 

The logical conclusion from this is that we 
must indeed mind our own business first! This is 
not to incite cynicism and skepticism in face of the 
referendum. On the contrary, we advocate that in 
summarizing the experiences of French Quebecers in 
their fight against discrimination, and in consider- 
ing the meaning and significance of the referendum, 
Asiabecois should look back on our own conditions 
to fight for equality. Cynicism and isolationism 

continues on p. 4 



Two RrIdsApart: 

TheAftermath of Bil IOI 

Shima Okuda 
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J i r o  Yamanaka l i v e s  i n  Montreal.  He i s  n i n e  yea r s  
o ld  and i s  a s t uden t  i n  an  Engl i sh  language school .  He 
was born i n  Japan bu t  came t o  Montreal when he was f i v e  
and has  a t tended  Engl i sh  school  s i n c e  t h a t  time. 

Nobuo Onishi  l i v e s  i n  t h e  same neighbourhood. No- 
buo's  family came t o  Montreal from Japan i n  1976, t he  
same year  a s  J i r o ' s  family.  The pa r en t s  of the  boys 
a r e  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  and J i r o  and Nobuo o f t e n  p l ay  togeth-  
e r .  However, Nobuo, who i s  e i g h t ,  speaks no English.  
He goes t o  a French language school .  

One wonders why t he  boys from i d e n t i c a l  backgrounds 
and l i v i n g  i n  t h e  same community. a t t e n d  d i f f e r e n t  schools .  
The answer can be found i n  B i l l  101, Quebec's language 
law and how i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  a f f e c t s  schooling.  

I n  J i r o ' s  c a se  when i t  came t ime f o r  J i r o  t o  en- 
t e r  k indergar ten ,  t he  year  was 1976. The p r e v a i l i n g  
law ordered  a l l  school  c h i l d r e n  who could no t  speak 
Engl i sh  t o  a t t e n d  French language schools .  Engl i sh  in- 
s t r u c t i o n  was on ly  f o r  those whose "mother tongue'' 
was English.  However, t h e r e  was one proviso-- i f  J i r o  
could prove h i s  c apac i t y  t o  l e a r n  Engl i sh  by pass ing  
a language placement t e s t ,  he could be admit ted t o  
Engl i sh  school .  H i s  p a r e n t s  were eager  t o  p lace  him 
i n  an Engl i sh  environment. Engl i sh ,  they  reasoned,  
was t h e  language of North America. Quebec was on ly  an 
i s l and  of 4.8 m i l l i o n  French speaking c i t i z e n s  surroun- 
ded by a s e a  of 250 m i l l i o n  Engl i sh  speaking people.  
An Engl i sh  language educa t ion  seemed t o  o f f e r  g r e a t e r  
mob i l i t y  and oppor tun i ty  f o r  t he  f u t u r e .  Af te r  a sum- 
mer of  i n t e n s i v e  t u t o r i n g ,  f i v e  year  o ld  J i r o  passed 
t h e  language t e s t  and q u a l i f i e d  f o r  English schooling.  

The PQ'n Larzguage B i l l !  

The fo l lowing  yea r ,  1977, Nobuowas ready f o r  
k indergar ten .  However, by now the  government had chan- 
ged. The P a r t i  Quebecois was i n  power. The r u l e s  f o r  
language of i n s t r u c t i o n  had been changed and were go- 
verned by B i l l  101, t he  government's language pol icy .  
There were no language t e s t s .  B i l l  101 s e t  ou t  a l l  
t h e  r u l e s  c l e a r l y .  Nobuo's pa r en t s  were anxious f o r  
t h e i r  son t o  have an English language educa t ion ,  bu t  t he r e  
was no choice.  Admittance t o  Engl i sh  school  i n  Nobuo's 
case  was l im i t ed  t o :  

a c u d  whne r j a t h a  oh m o t h a  h e c ~ v e c !  1t.L~ OR 
heh dementatry &bhttruc.tion i n  Engfinh i n  Quebec. ( 1 1 
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S i n c e  Nobuo's immigrant p a r e n t s  had been educa ted  i n  
Japan ,  Nohuo had no o t h e r  course  t o  f o l l o w  t h a n  t o  en- 
t e r  F rench  l anguage  schoo l .  

L a s t  y e a r ,  1979, Yoko, J i r o ' s  young s i s t e r  e n t e r e d  
k i n d e r g a r t e n .  The l a w  which s e n t  Nobuo t o  French 
schoo l  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  i n  Yoko's c a s e .  She was admi t t ed  
t o  E n g l i s h  schoo l  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s :  

t h e  youngeh bhothetrn and nhtetrn oh a c u d ,  den- 
cltibed i n  panaghaph "c" a c u d  who, i n  kin Labt 
yean oh nchooL in in-uebec bedohe t h e  coming i n t o  
ljohce 0 6  t h i n  a c t ,  wab Lcwl(LLeey heceiving kin i n -  
ba%uction i n  EngLhh, i n  a pubLic kindehgahten 
dabn  oh i n  an elementmy oh necondahy nchooL. ( 2  1 
Another example o f  how t h e  l a w  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  be- 

tween groups o f  newcomers can b e  n o t e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  
Yoshio. H i s  f ami ly  came t o  Montreal  from O n t a r i o  i n  
1976. When Yoshio s t a r t s  schoo l  t h i s  F a l l ,  he  w i l l  
a t t e n d  E n g l i s h  language schoo l  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n :  

a c u d  whone Aatheh oh motheh domiciled i n  gut- 
bec on t h e  daAe oh t h e  coming i n t o  ljohce olj t k i n  
a c t ,  heceived kin oh heh elementany inbLtucfion 
i n  EngLhh o&ide Quebec. 131 
For a l l  newcomers a r r i v i n g  i n  Quebec a f t e r  t h e  pas-  

sage  of B i l l  101, t h e r e  is  y e t  a n o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n :  
InnLtuction i n  t h e  kindehgahten dabnen and 
i n  t h e  eLeme-y nchooh nh& be in Fhench, 
except w h a t  t k i n  chapteh a U o m  o M e r n ~ h e .  [41  

The l aw makes no d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h o s e  from o t h e r  
Canadian p r o v i n c e s ,  Engl ish-speaking c o u n t r i e s  and 
immigrants  from o t h e r  n a t i o n s .  C h i l d r e n  who may 21- 
r e a d y  have had s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of E n g l i s h  schoo l ing  have 
t o  swi tch  t o  French s c h o o l s  on a r r i v a l  i n  Quebec. 

The d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  a s p e c t s  o f  B i l l  101 a r e  e v i -  
d e n t  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  between group 
of  newcomers and t h o s e  p e r s o n s  a l r e a d y  r e s i d e n t  i n  Que- 
bec,  b u t  whose c h i l d r e n  have n o t  y e t  begun s c h o o l  

B i l l  101 n o t  o n l y  h a s  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  
b u t  a l s o  i n  p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u s i n e s s  and c u l -  
t u r e .  F r a n c i z a t i o n  programs were in t roduced  t o  make 
French t h e  working language and t h e  l anguage  of com- 
munica t ion .  T h i s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  exodus o f  many 
head o f f i c e s  from Quebec t o  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t o  O n t a r i o  and A l b e r t a .  Recrui tment  o f  key pe rsonne l  
from o u t s i d e  Quebec has  become d i f f i c u l t .  Many pro-  
f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h  school-aged c h i l d r e n  were r e l u c t a n t  t o  
t r a n s f e r .  

To French-speaking Quebecers,  B i l l  101 may b e  t h e  
answer t o  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of  t h e i r  l anguage ,  c u l t u r e  and 
h e r i t a g e .  To o t h e r  Quebecers ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  20% of  t h e  
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  B i l l  p r e s e n t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  beyond 
i t s  i n t e n t i o n .  

1.  Quebec (Prov.)  Laws, S t a t u t e s ,  e t c .  Chahteh olj t h e  
F f i ~ c h  Language ( R a  1 0 1 1 ,  Chapter  V I I I ,  Sec. 73 ( a ) .  
2.  Tbid. s e c .  73 ( d ) ,  ( c ) .  
3. Tbid. Sec. 73 ( b ) .  
4 .  Tbid. Sec. 72. 

EDITORIAL (CONT'D) 
have no p a r t  i n  t h i s  f i g h t .  The f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
r a c i a l  i n e q u a l i t y  r e q u i t e s  s o l i d a r i t y  among mino- 
r i t i e s  and a l l  p r o g r e s s i v e  e lements  of  s o c i e t y .  For 
i f  n a t i o n a l i s m  grows o u t  o f  s o c i a l ,  economic and 
c u l t u r a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  l a t t e r  
n e c e s s i t a t e s  and must r e s u l t  i n  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of  
t h e  former .  By d e f i n i t i o n ,  a  t r u l y  c o n g e n i a l  move- 
ment a g a i n s t  r a c i s m  must t r a n s c e n d  r a c e  l i n e s  and 
s e e k  t o  u n i t e  a l l  p o s s i b l e  a l l i e s .  

Chinese Canadians ,  i n  t h e i r  r e c e n t  campaign 
a g a i n s t  W 5 ,  have s e t  a  s t a r t l i n g  example i n  t h i s  
p e r s p e c t i v e .  I n  t h e i r  s u c c e s s f u l  campaign, Chinese 
Canadians have shown t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  n a t i o n  t h a t  
a  m i n o r i t y  group c a n  f i g h t  f o r  and win i t s  r i g h t s  
and d i g n i t y  through con t inuous  e f f o r t s  and by un i -  
t i n g  a l l i e s  bo th  w i t h i n  and o u t s i d e  t h e  Chinese 
community: u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
g roups ,  un ions  and above a l l ,  o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  
Canada. 

Th i s  i s  perhaps  n o t  y e t  a  l e s s o n  we can  l e a r n  
from Quebecers .  But t h i s  is  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  we must 
t a k e  i f  we were t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  s o c i e t y  'among 
e q u a l s '  t h a t  Quebecers a s p i r e  f o r .  

Tomorrow's Canada can  b e  a  Canada w i t h  e q u a l i t y  
f o r  a l l . - -  on ly  i f  we b e g i n  t o  b u i l d  i t  today.  

By c h a l l e n g i n g  p a s t  and e x i s t i n g  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  
French Quebecers have c o n t r i b u t e d  immensely t o  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  of  a  new Canada-- w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  Quebec. 
Whatever t h e  outcome of  t h e  referendum, t h e  c u r r e n t  
n a t i o n a l  consc iousness  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  grow a s  l o n g  
a s  r a c i a l  i n e q u a l i t y  p e r p e t u a t e s .  French Quebecers  
have an h i s t o r i c a l  du ty  t o  emancipate  themselves  
from t h e  yoke o f  i n j u s t i c e s - -  j u s t  a s  As ianad ians  
and A s i a b i c o i s  have a n  h i s t o r i c a l  du ty  t o  f i g h t  f o r  
e q u a l i t y  and d i g n i t y .  

I l d v i e n d r a ,  un j o u r ,  que t o u t e s  l e s  n a t i o n s  
v o n t ,  ensemble , s ' u n i r  c o n t r e  l e s  c o n d i t i o n s ,  l a  
h a i n e  e t  l e s  pr6juge's q u i  o p p o s s r e n t  l e u r s  a n c g t r e s  
l e s  uns  c o n t r e  l e s  a u t r e s .  En a t t e n d a n t  c e  j o u r ,  
c ' e s t  n o t r e  d e v o i r  5 nous t o u s  de  c o n t i n u e r  chacun 
nos l u t t e s  n g c e s s a i r e s  e t  compl6mentaires .  

La r o u t e  s ' annonce  longue  e t  p l e i n e  de d6- 
t o u r s ;  mais  l ' a v e n i r  g l o r i e u x  e t  p l e i n  d ' e s p o i r .  
Marchons v e r s  de n o u v e l l e s  f r o n t i e r e s !  

- Siukeong Lee 
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Filipinos in Quebec 

F i l i p i n o s  i n  Quebec should be seen  i n  t h e  con- 
t e x t  of F i l i p i n o  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  Canada which began a s  
a  t r i c k l e  i n  t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  and suddenly r o s e  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s .  By 1973, a  yea r  a f t e r  m a r t i a l  
law was d e c l a r e d  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  t h e r e  were abou t  
32,000 F i l i p i n o s  i n  Canada. By 1977, t h e  number was 
abou t  60,000.  The peak y e a r s  of  F i l i p i n o  immigra- 
t i o n  were 1973, 1974, and 1975. Had i t  n o t  been f o r  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed on immigrat ion by  1975, subse-  
quen t  y e a r s  would have r e g i s t e r e d  r e c o r d  h i g h s .  Des- 
p i t e  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  t h e  Canadian embassy i n  Mani- 
l a  i s  swamped by  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  e n t e r  Canada. 

EmigficLtion: S i g n  u d  Ec~wc'mic DctehiohaLLon 

Emigra t ion ,  a s  one  F i l i p i n o  economist  i n  Montreal  
n o t e d  i n  t h e  F Z p h o  Fohum, i s  an unden iab le  s i g n  o f  
economic d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  F i l i p i n o  migra- 
t i o n  t o  North  America f a r  outnumbers any  such f i g u r e s  
from s u c h  c o u n t r i e s  a s  Malays ia ,  Tha i l and ,  o r  even 
Indones ia .  I n  t h e  f i f t i e s  and s i x t i e s ,  U.S. and Ca- 
n a d i a n  embass ies  i n  Manila were n o t  b e s e i g e d  a s  t h e y  
a r e  now by l o n g  l i n e s  of  p r o s p e c t i v e  emigran t s .  He 
t h e n  c i t e d  f o u r  economic problems most deve lop ing  
c o u n t r i e s  face-- o v e r p o p u l a t i o n ,  h i g h  employment, a  
c u r r e n c y  weakened bo th  d o m e s t i c a l l y  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l -  
l y ,  and i n e q u i t a b l e  income and w e a l t h  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  d e s p i t e  r e l a t i v e l y  f a v o r a b l e  
economic c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Canada, many F i l i p i n o s  c o n s i d e r  
t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  m i g r a t e  a  "tremendous s a c r i f i c e "  
and t h a t  g iven  a  c h o i c e ,  t h e y  would r a t h e r  s t a y  home-- 
c l o s e  t o  f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s  and unburdened b y  t h e  
problems of r e s t a r t i n g  i n  an a l i e n  and he te ropenous  
s o c i e t y .  I f  t h e s e  c o m p l a i n t s  a r e  v a l i d ,  h e  s a i d ,  
t h e n  most F i l i p i n o s  s t i l l  e n t e r t a i n  hopes  o f  r e t u r n i n g  
t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  B u t ,  he  asked ,  what a r e  t h e  p ro -  
p e c t s  t h a t  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  w i l l  
improve? And, what h a s  Marcos' "New S o c i e t y "  a c h i e v e d  
i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ?  

His  answers  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  n e g a t i v e :  "The 
l o s s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  and freedom h a s  been t o o  h i g h  
a  p r i c e  t o  pay. The p r o s p e c t s  f o r  economic development 
remain dim". I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  one-man r u l e  imposed 
o s t e n s i b l y  t o  save  t h e  c o u n t r y  is,  i n  f a c t ,  l e a d i n g  i t  
t o  f u r t h e r  economic r u i n .  

The Economy and I W  L a w  

Today, a f t e r  more t h a n  seven y e a r s  of m a r t i a l  law,  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  h a s  a n  e x t e r n a l  d e b t  of  around $10 b i l -  
l i o n ;  80% of F i l i p i n o s  s u f f e r  from m a l n u t r i t i o n ;  i n -  
f l a t i o n  r a t e  h a s  r i s e n  over  200% s i n c e  1972 when m a r t i a l  
law was d e c l a r e d ;  unemployment h a s  swe l led  t o  47% of a  
24 m i l l i o n  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  I n  Mani la ,  83% uf t h e  peop le  
l i v e  i n  d i l a p i d a t e d  h o u s e s ,  33% a r e  slum d w e l l e r s ,  and  
s q u a t t e r s  have  i n c r e a s e d  from 10% i n  1963 t o  20% i n  
1975. And t h e s e  a r e  j u s t  a  few economic s i g n s .  
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Is i t  any wonder t h a t  many F i l i p i n o s  want t o  l e a v e  
t h e i r  c o u n t r y ?  At one t i m e ,  most of  t h o s e  who a p p l i e d  
f o r  e m i a r a t i o n  were p r o f e s s i o n a l s :  n u r s e s ,  commerce 
g r a d u a t e s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  med ica l  t e c h n o l o g i s t s ,  med ica l  
d o c t o r s ,  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  
Of l a t e ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a t r e n d  f o r  more b l u e  
c o l l a r  workers  and non-profess iona l s :  t e x t i l e  and gar-  
ment workers ,  mechanics ,  m a c h i n i s t s ,  and domest ic  
h e l p e r s .  

It h a s  been p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  were it n o t  f o r  t h e  
d o l l a r  r e m i t t a n c e s  s e n t  t o  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  by more t h a n  
1% m i l l i o n  F i l i p i n o s  now l i v i n g  and working abroad ,  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e  economy would h a v e  c o l l a p s e d  sooner .  Of 
c o u r s e ,  mass ive  U.S. economic and  m i l i t a r y  a i d  t o  t h e  
m a r t i a l  l aw regime h a s ,  s o  f a r ,  p reven ted  it from f a l l i n g  
a p a r t .  But t h e s e  a r e  s imply  d e l a y i n g  t a c t i c s .  Res i s -  
t a n c e  t o  t h e  U.S. suppor ted  regime had grown and deepened 
i n  t h e  las t  seven y e a r s .  The n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  a r e  re- 
garded as c r u c i a l .  

F X p i n o b  i n  Quebec m d  t h e  RebORance 

At t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  we may w e l l  a s k :  what r o l e  h a v e  
F i l i p i n o s  i n  Quebec (who number c o n s i d e r a b l y  less t h a n  
t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  O n t a r i o  and B r i t i s h  Columbia) played 
i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  growing r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Marcos r e -  
gime. P r i m a r i l y  because of t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  economic 
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  F i l i p i n o s  i n  Quebec are 
on t h e  whole opposed t o  one-man r u l e  in t h e i r  coun t ry .  
Some s e e  t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l  b e n e f i t s  of  m a r t i a l  law such 
as c l e a n e r  s t r e e t s  i n  Mani la ,  new g a r i s h  s t r u c t u r e s  such 
a s  h o t e l s  b u i l t  by Marcos' r e l a t i v e s  and c r o n i e s ,  shop- 
p ing  c e n t r e s ,  p a r k s  and monuments t o  t h e  "New Society" .  
But u l t i m a t e l y ,  even t h e  i n i t i a l l y  impressed "bal ikbayan" 
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( F i l i p i n o  v i s i t o r  t o  h i s  home country) must ask  t h e  
quest ion:  " C a n  you ea t  & t h u e  t k i n g ~ ? "  For t h e  Fi-  
l i p i n o  r e tu rnee  knows t h a t  r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  who 
a r e  unable t o  l e ave  t he  country have t o  make do wi th  
very  low wages ($1.50 minimumlday) and t he  h igh  c o s t  of 
l i v i n g .  A u n i v e r s i t y  professor  i n  Manila ha s  t o  hold two 
o t h e r  jobs  t o  support  h i s  family. Everyone, young o r  o l d ,  
i n  a  F i l i p i n o  home.has t o  he lp  augment t he  family income. 

The k inds  of support  given by F i l i p i n o s  i n  Quebec 
t o  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  Ph i l i pp ines  are both pass ive  and 
ac t i ve .  Pass ive  support  i s  expressed i n  p r i v a t e  denun- 
c i a t i o n s  of t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  and occas ional  a t tendance  
a t  an t i -mar t i a l  ga ther ings .  Provided t h e i r  names a r e  
n o t  made publ ic ,  t he se  suppor t e r s  would g ive  con t r i bu t ions  
t o  fund-raising campaigns such a s  c a r o l l i n g  f o r  f a m i l i e s  
of  p o l i t i c a l  de t a inees  o r  worker seminars i n  Manila. 
Prudence is t h e  key word, f o r  t h e  Marcos embassy in Ottawa 
has warned t h e  community d i r e c t l y  o r t h r o u g h  t h e i r  agen t s  
he re  aga in s t  any type  of "subversive" a c t i v i t y .  

Philippine Ambassador, Ramon del Rosario & Ex- PM., Joe Clark 

The embassy a l s o  makes i t s  presence f e l t  i n  t h e  
community by seriding i ts  o f f i c i a l s  t o  c o l l e c t  t axes  from 
F i l i p i n o s  who would l i k e  t o  renew t h e i r  Ph i l i pp ine  pass- 
p o r t s ,  o r  t o  induct  i n t o  o f f i c e  newly e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s  
of a  F i l i p i n o  a s soc i a t i on .  Invar iab ly ,  dur ing  t h e  asso-  
c i a t i o n ' s  annual Ph i l i pp ine  independence b a l l s ,  t h e  am- 
bassador or  h i s  emissary e x t o l s  t h e  v i r t u e s  of t h e  
"New Society". 

F&pino Canadian Renpnbe ;to "b4ahtid Law" in Cmada 

One response t o  t h i s  way of extending m a r t i a l  law 
t o  t h e  F i l i p i n o  community i n  Canada may be seen i n  t h e  
e f f o r t  of one group s p l i n t e r i n g  away from t h i s  F i l i -  
pino a s s o c i a t i o n  and forming another  a s soc i a t i on  with 
t he  avowed purpose of n o t  having anything t o  do with 
t h e  embassy. Thus, a s  F i l i p i n o  Canadians, they f e e l  
t h a t  they  don ' t  have t o  i n v i t e  an embassy o f f i c i a l  t o  
induct  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  o r  gues t  a t  t h e i r  own indepen- 
dence b a l l  on June 12. 

Active support  f o r  t he  r e s i s t a n c e  movement i n  
t h e  Ph i l i pp ines  is demonstrated by a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  known 
F i l i p i n o  groups. The f i r s t  two uphold t he  Ten-Point 

programme of t h e  National  Democratic Front which i s  a 
broad Ph i l i pp ine  a l l i a n c e  of c l a s s e s  and s e c t o r s  opposed 
t o  t h e  Marcos regime. The t h i r d  group is devoted t o  
t he  r e s t o r a t i o n  of c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  i n  t h e  Ph i l i pp ines .  
Of t h e  former, one is  a f f i l i a t e d  wi th  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
ove r sea s  support  group known a s  t h e  Al l iance  f o r  Ph i l i p -  
p ine  National  Democracy. The o t h e r  is  a chapter  of 
a  U.S. based F i l i p i n o  support  organiza t ion .  

One of two F i l i p i n o  community newspapers is open- 
l y  a g a i n s t  martial law i n  t he  Phi l ipp ines .  The o t h e r  
tries t o  p r e sen t  a  "balanced" p i c t u r e  of  t he  happenings 
i n  t h e  Ph i l i pp ines .  A r ecen t  i s s u e  included a n  i n t e r -  
view wi th  Professor  John Humphrey of McGill u n i v e r s i t y  
who co-authored a  s ca th ing  r e p o r t  on t o r t u r e  and o the r  
v i o l a t i o n s  of human r i g h t s  under t h e  Marcos regime f o r  
the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commission of J u r i s t s .  Recently, 
a  n a t i o n a l  democrat ic  support  group has come ou t  wi th  
a  news le t t e r ,  &hki t h a t  d e a l s  almost exc lu s ive ly  w i t h  
t h e  people ' s  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Marcos d i c t a t o r -  
sh ip .  

The n a t i o n a l  democratic support  movement i n  Mon- 
t r e a l  may we l l  have begun i n  1974 when newly a r r i v e d  
F i l i p i n o  e x p a t r i a t e s  l i nked  up with an a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  
committee suppor t ing  Third World l i b e r a t i o n  s t rugg le s .  
An ad hoe committee was formed t o  organized a  conference 
on t h e  Ph i l i pp ines  t h a t  i n v i t e d  U. S. based support  
groups with t he  he lp  of t h e  an t i - impe r i a l i s t  committee. 
Out of t h i s  conference,  new c o n t a c t s  were developed 
among F i l i p i n o s  i n  Montreal t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  for -  
mation of  a support  group i n  Montreal. Eventual ly t h i s  
group l i nked  up with o t h e r  support  groups i n  Toronto 
so  t h a t  by 1975, t h e  embassy i n  Ottawa s t a r t e d  t o  s ee  
p i cke t  s i g n s  a t  i ts  doors tep ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  during t he  
September 21  anniversary  of m a r t i a l  law. 

A t r ade  house in Montreal being developed by t he  
Marcos government and the  regime-supported B f i k b a y a n  
Road Show (a  propaganda, through enter ta inment  group) 
were l ikewise  picketed.  When t h e  ambassador v i s i t e d  Mon- 
t r e a l  t o  pe r sona l ly  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n  and re-  
newal of  pa s spo r t s ,  he was met wi th  p i cke t  s i g n s  de- 
nouncing m a r t i a l  law. The support  group has had r egu l a r  
information meetings w i th  t h e  community and Canadian 
suppor t e r s  on developments i n  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  f r o n t .  
Caro l l ing  campaigns t o  r a i s e  funds f o r  f a m i l i e s  of po- 
l i t i c a l  p r i sone r s ,  t h e  workers i n  Manila, and re fugees  
i n  t he  Ph i l i pp ines  have become annual a c t i v i t i e s .  F i -  
n a n c i a l  response from t h e  community has  i nc rea s ing ly  
been very  good. 
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Through t h e i r  meet ings wi th  F i l i p i n o s  f a m i l i e s  i n  
t h e s e  campaigns, t h e  support  group could f i n d  t h e  b a s i s  
f o r  say ing  t h a t  m a r t i a l  law i s  n o t  popular  i n  t h e  com- 
munity. Despi te  t h e i r  small  number, support  a c t i v i s t s  
a r e  a b l e  t o  genera te  widespread d i r e c t  suppor t  f o r  t h e  
r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  A t  l e a s t  one of t h e i r  
l e a d i n g  members h a s  been harassed  by t h e  R.C.M.P. t h a t  
has  c o n t a c t s  wi th  t h e  embassy of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  The 
embassy, i n  f a c t ,  keeps a  r e s i d e n t  NISA (Nat iona l  In- 
t e l l i g e n c e  and S e c u r i t y  Agency-- n o t  d i f f e r e n t  from 
SAVAK), bu t  t h i s  has  n o t  d e t e r r e d  t h e  a c t i v i s t s  from 
doing support  work. And t h e y  do i t  wi th in  t h e  f rane-  
work of t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  e x e r c i s e  of t h e i r  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a s  
F i l i p i n o  Canadians. 

Support a c t i v i s t s  a r e  a l s o  concerned wi th  t h e  r i g h t s  
of F i l i p i n o  immigrants i n  Quebec. They c l o s e l y  monitor  
any i n s t a n c e  of v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  r i g h t s  of e t h n i c  minori-  
t i e s ,  inc lud ing  t h e  F i l i p i n o  community. They work i n  
s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  Canadian groups devoted t o  t h e  protec-  
t i o n  of immigrant r i g h t s .  F i l i p i n o  seamen involved i n  
s t r i k e  a c t i o n s  i n  Montreal a g a i n s t  shipowners r e f u s i n g  
t o  pay j u s t  wages a r e  given moral suppor t  wi th in  t h e  
F i l i p i n o  community. Occas iona l ly ,  t h e  embassy's l a b o u r  
a t t a c h e  came o u t  and t r i e d  t o  t a l k  t h e  seamen o u t  of 
s t r i k i n g ,  bu t  t h e s e  seamen have won v i c t o r i e s  i n  Mon- 
t r e a l  and Vancouver. They have shown a  h i g h  l e v e l  of 
worker s o l i d a r i t y  developed through y e a r s  of s t r u g g l e s  
i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  i n  t h e  midst  of  severe  r e p r e s s i o n  
(e .g .  nabbing of s t r i k e s ,  a r r e s t  and t o r t u r e  of union 
l e a d e r s  and members. and a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  of union l e a d e r s ) .  
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Since t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  i s  much more 
i n t e n s e  than  t h e  l o c a l  s t r u g g l e s ,  a c t i v i s t s  cons ider  
support  work a s  t h e i r  primary t a s k  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  demo- 
c r a t i c  movement. They a r e  guided by t h e  Ten-Point Pro- 
gramme of t h e  Nat iona l  Democratic Fron t .  One of t h e  
g u i d e l i n e s  involves  u n i t i n g  wi th  a l l  peoples  f i g h t i n g  i m -  
p e r i a l i s m  and seek ing  t h e i r  support  f o r  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e .  They s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  
t h a t  i n  a  semi-feudal and semi-colonial  s o c i e t y  l i k e  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  t h e  t h r e e  main enemies of t h e  F i l i p i n o  
people a r e  American imper ia l i sm,  domestic feudal ism, and 
b u r e a u c r a t i c  c a p i t a l i s m .  

When t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  fo rmal ly  became independent ,  
i t  got  t h e  t r a p p i n g s  of independence, b u t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
remained a  colony. The American c o l o n i a l  r u l e r s  saw t o  
i t  t h a t  t h e  count ry  would cont inue  t o  be a  cheap s o u r c e  
of l a b o u r  and raw m a t e r i a l s .  In f a c t ,  i t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
be a  dumping ground f o r  U.S. f i n i s h e d  produc ts  a s  wel l  a s  
an i d e a l  base f o r  American investments .  I n t e r n a l l y ,  they  
accomplished t h i s  by i n t r o d u c i n g  a  p o l i t i c a l  system t h a t  
would p r i m a r i l y  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  U . S .  and t h e  
l o c a l  e l i t e  while  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b a s i c  a s p i r a t  i o n s  of  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  people,  e s p e c i a l l y  the  clamor f o r  
l and  by t h e  peasan ts  who c o n s t i t u t e  up t o  75% of  t h e  
popula t ion .  Thus, you have a  system t h a t  c laims t o  be 
democrat ic  i n  form, b u t  o l i g a r c h i c  i n  essence .  Exte r -  
n a l l y ,  t h e  U.S. government saw t o  i t  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  
were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  s t r a t e g i c  a r e a s  of the  country t o  be  
used n o t  o n l y  a s  a  spr ingboard  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h a t  
p a r t  of t h e  world,  bu t  a l s o  a s  a  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  U.S. 
b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  It  i s  i n  t h e s e  
terms t h a t  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  can be descr ibed  a s  a  semi- 
feuda l  and semi-colonial  s o c i e t y .  

To ach ieve  genuine econonlic and p o l i t i c a l  eman- 
c i p a t i o n ,  t h e  F i l i p i n o  people must wage both a  n a t i o n a l  
and democrat ic  r e v o l u t i o n .  "National", i n  t h e  sense  
t h a t  i t  must do away wi th  f o r e i g n  o r  U.S. c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  economy and p o l i t i c s  of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  By "demo- 
c r a t i c " ,  i t  i s  meant t h a t  t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  must f u l f i l l  
t h e  primary a s p i r a t i o n s  of t h e  people,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  demand f o r  l a n d  by t h e  peasan ts  and s e t t l e r s  who 
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  popula t ion .  

The Ten-Point Programme of  t h e  National  Democra- 
t i c  Front  seeks  t o  u n i t e  a l l  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  and demo- 
c r a t i c  f o r c e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  overthrow t h e  U.S.-based Marcos 
d i c t a t o r s h i p  and work f o r  t h e  re -es tab l i shment  of a  coa l -  
i t i o n  government based on a  t r u l y  democrat ic  system of 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

Sus ta ined  in format ion  work on t h e  NDF programme a s  
a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  U.S.- based Marcos d i c t a t o r s h i p  
is  conducted by n a t i o n a l  democrat ic  suppor t  groups i n  
Montreal.  D e s p i t e  s t r o n g  tempta t ions  t o  i n s u l a t e  them- 
s e l v e s  from t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  s i t u a t i o n ,  
F i l i p i n o s  i n  Quebec ( a s  i n  any p l a c e  where t h e r e  a r e  
suppor t  groups) a r e  compelled t o  look  beyond t h e i r  r e -  
l a t i v e l y  comfor tab le  l i v e s  and confirm t h e s e  r e a l i t i e s  
of a  l i f e  and d e a t h  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  from 
r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  back home. 

E.A .  O ~ ~ C ! M C Z  has taught  Engl i sh  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  He 
i s  an i n s t r u c t o r  a t  Concordia U n i v e r s i t y ,  Montreal now 
on s a b b a t i c a l .  M r  Ordonez and M r  Sayo a r e  a c t i v e  mem- 
b e r s  of t h e  A n t i  (Marcos) M a r t i a l  Law movement i n  
Montreal .  
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Tile Quebe~ Re fer~dum a d  

the Chznese People 

William Tse 

A s  a  Chinese Canadian i n  Ouebec, I ' v e  l i v e d  
through t h e  " q u i e t  r e v o l u t i o n "  of t h e  s i x t i e s ,  t h e  
FLQ October Cris is  i n  1970 and t h e  coming t o  power 
of the  P a r t i  Quebecois n a t i o n a l i s t  government i n  
1976. Many of us  a s  a n  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  i n  Ouebec 
have been t r y i n g  t o  understand t h i s  new upsurge i n  
t h e  Ouebec n a t i o n a l i s t  movement and a r e  indeed ask- 
i n g ,  "What do t h e  Quebec people want? What does 
t h i s  a l l  mean f o r  u s  Chinese Canadians?" 

The important  t h i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  come t o  r e a l i z e  i s  
t h a t  t h e  Quebec people c o n s t i t u t e  a  nat ion--  a n  op- 
p ressed  n a t i o n  w i t h i n  Canada. There a r e  many t h a t  
view Quebec a s  " j u s t  ano ther  province" o r  j u s t  a  
"language group". However, t h e  h i s t o r y  of Canada shows 
shows o therwise .  

With t h e  conquest  of New France by B r i t i s h  co- 
l o n i s t s  i n  1760, t h e  people of French o r i g i n  found 
themselves i n  a  dominated p o s i t i o n .  With t h e  develop- 
ment of c a p i t a l i s m  and t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of pre-indus- 
t r i a l  economic r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  Engl i sh  Canadian and 
Quebecois n a t i o n s  took shape i n  Canada. A s  e a r l y  a s  
t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  19 th  cen tury ,  Ouebec was a l -  
ready:  

a  h i s t o r i c a l l y  evolved s t a b l e  community 
of people,  formed on t h e  b a s i s  of a  
common language,  t e r r i t o r y ,  economic 
l i f e  and psycholog ica l  make-up mani fes t -  
ed i n  a  common c u l t u r e .  

The r e b e l l i o n s  of  1837 i n  Upper and Lower Cana- 
d a  were a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  ach iev ing  t h e  independence 
and e l i t e  democracy of  t h e  two n a t i o n s .  In Lower 
Canada, t h e  f i g h t  was a g a i n s t  a  n a t i o n a l  oppress ion  
which h i t  t h e  Quebecois n a t i o n  i n  a  harsher  and more 
c r u e l  way than  Upper Canada. The Quebec people was 
c o n t i n u a l l y  sub jec ted  t o  a t t e m p t s  a t  fo rced  ass imi -  
l a t i o n  ( l i k e  Lord Durham's r e p o r t  of 1841 which r e -  
commended t h e  f o r c i b l e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  of French Cana- 
d i a n s ) .  

Confederat ion i n  1867 formal ly  g ran ted  indepen- 
dence t o  Canada. Right  from t h e  beginning,  Ouebec 
was denied t h e  r i g h t  t o  se l f -de te rmina t ion- -  i . e .  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  dec ide  t o  come i n t o  Canada o r  n o t .  It 
was i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  Canada wi thout  any c o n s u l t a t i o n .  
It  was never  recognized a s  a  n a t i o n  which should 
have e q u a l  r i g h t s  wi th  t h e  Engl i sh  Canadian n a t i o n .  
In f a c t ,  Ouebec i s  no t  even mentioned i n  t h e  BNA 

a c t  nor  t h e  r i g h t s  of m i n o r i t i e s  such a s  the  na- 
t i v e  people.  Thus, confedera t ion  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  
English Canadian n a t i o n  a s  t h e  dominant n a t i o n  i n  
o r d e r  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  and expand t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r -  
e s t s  o f  t h e  economic e l i t e  i n  c e n t r a l  Canada. 

Throughout t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h i s  "unequal union" 
t h e  Quebec n a t i o n  f i e r c e l y  r e s i s t e d  a g a i n s t  n a t i o n a l  
oppress ion .  During World War I ,  t h e  Ouebec people 
opposed c o n s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  was imposed on them with- 
o u t  any c o n s u l t a t i o n  by t h e  Canadian government. 
During t h e  1960's  , t h e y  fought  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  forms 
of  oppress ion ,  such a s  cheap l a b o u r  and e s p e c i a l l v  
around t h e  teach ing  of language and o t h e r  i n e q u a l i t i e s  
i n  t h e  school  system-- t a c t i c s  used t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t h e  
Quebec people.  

In t h e  l a s t  20 y e a r s ,  a  powerful  n a t i o n a l  move- 
ment has  been developing.  However, t h i s  movement i s  
being l e d  by t h e  economic e l i t e s  of Ouebec t h a t  want 
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  own economic i n t e r e s t s .  

Quebec, a s  an oppressed n a t i o n ,  should have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
s e p a r a t e  from Canada. Chinese Canadians should sup- 
p o r t  t h i s  r i g h t  of t h e  Ouebec people.  A s  a n  e t h n i c  
m i n o r i t y  i n  Canada f i g h t i n g  f o r  our  r i g h t s ,  we must 
c o n f r o n t  t h e  same system and t h e  same f o r c e s  t h a t  a r e  
denying t h e  Ouebec people t h e i r  democrat ic  r i g h t s .  
CTV which i s  owned by t h e  Engl i sh  corpora te  e l i t e  
l i k e  John Basset  produces programs a t t a c k i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  
of t h e  Quebecois a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Chinese people i n  
Canada. We can f i g h t  f o r  our  own r i g h t s  a g a i n s t  d i s -  
c r i m i n a t i o n  and racism i n  t h e  same way a s  t h e  Quebec 
people a r e  doing. 

Ckcnue Canadiann: An Ethnic I knah i t y  i n  Canada 

Chinese immigrants f i r s t  came t o  B r i t i s h  Colum- 
b i a  d u r i n g  t h e  1850's.  They were a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  
F r a s e r  River  gold rush .  They came from C a l i f o r n i a  
where they  had gone t e n  years  e a r l i e r  t o  escape  t h e  
g r i n d i n g  pover ty  of China-- a  mala i se  perpe tua ted  
by f o r e i g n  domination and f e u d a l  oppress ion .  

What they  found i n  Canada was n o t  t h e  promised 
"gold mountain". I n s t e a d ,  they  found naked racism, 
t e r r i b l e  working c o n d i t i o n s ,  low wages, and t h e  
worst jobs .  

From 1881 t o  1884, 15,000 Chinese workers were 
l i t e r a l l y  imported i n t o  Canada t o  se rve  a s  cheap 
labour  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  CPR which helped 
t o  expand Canada i n t o  t h e  west .  L iv ing  i n  misera-  
b l e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  ea rn ing  s t a r v a t i o n  wages, they  b u i l t  
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t h e  t r a c k s  w i t h  t h e i r  sweat  and blood-- ove r  10% 
d i e d  on t h e  way. 

The government a t  t h e  t i m e  viewed Chinese  work- 
e r s  mere ly  a s  temporary cheap l a b o u r  t o  b e  d e p o r t e d  
t h e  minu te  t h a t  t h e  r a i l w a y  was completed.  To c u t  
down t h e  number o f  Chinese ,  t h e  government r e f u s e d  
t h e  e n t r y  o f  a l l  Ch inese  women i n t o  Canada. It 
a l s o  s t r i c t l y  f o r b a d e  r e l a t i o n s  between Chinese  men 
and w h i t e  women. 

To deny t h e  Ch inese  t h e i r  democra t i c  r i g h t s ,  
a  whole series of  r a c i s t  l aws  were  p a s s e d .  Some 
o f  t h e s e  were  t h e  "head t a x e s " ,  e x c l u s i o n  from c e r -  
t a i n  j o b s ,  and t h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act o f  1923. Indeed ,  
Ch inese  Canadians  c o u l d  v o t e  o n l y  i n  1947 even a f -  
t e r  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  two World Wars. I n  o t h e r  a s -  
p e c t s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e ,  such  a s  hous ing .  t h e  Chinese  
were  f a c e d  w i t h  c o n s t a n t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and rac i sm.  

Faced w i t h  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  Chinese  peo- 
p l e  i n  Canada were  n e i t h e r  a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  
Canada n o r  i n t o  Quebec. The rewards  of c o n t r i b u -  
t i n g  t o  t h e  growth o f  Canada and Quebec have been 
minimal .  

Concen t ra t ed  i n  Canada 's  ma jo r  c i t i e s ,  t h e  
Ch inese  peop le  today  c o n s t i t u t e  a  v i a b l e  e t h n i c  
m i n o r i t y .  It was formed h i s t o r i c a l l y  th rough  l o n g  
y e a r s  o f  development and s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i n j u s t i c e  
and i n e q u a l i t y  on Canadian s o i l .  

With t h e  worsening economic c r i s i s ,  Chinese  
Canadians  a r e  f a c i n g  g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  and econo- 
mic d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  It t a k e s  on s u b t l e  forms th rough  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  on t h e  j o b  and low wages o r  b l a t a n t  
forms l i k e  t h e  W-5 "Campus Giveaway'' program. The 
media h a s  a l s o  been whipping up h a t r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Chinese  and o t h e r  A s i a n s  i n  Canada by i t s  r a c i s t  
a t t a c k s  on t h e  Vietnamese " b o a t  people" .  

The N a t i o n a l  C i t i z e n s  C o a l i t i o n  whose Board 
o f  D i r e c t o r s  i n c l u d e  e x e c u t i v e s  from MacMillan- 
B loede l  ( u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  13.4% owned b y  o u r  o l d  f r i e n d  
t h e  CPR) and t h e  Canadian I m p e r i a l  Bank of Commerce, 
t o o k  o u t  f u l l  page a d s  t o  s p r e a d  i t s  r a c i s t  propa-  
ganda l a s t  f a l l .  J o u r n a l i s t s  l i k e  Doug C o l l i n s  o f  
t h e  Vancauve.t Sun and  P e t e r  Worthington o f  t h e  
T O ~ O & O  Sun a r e  screaming t h a t  t h e  " w h i t e  E n g l i s h  
Canadian n a t i o n  i s  t h r e a t e n e d "  b y  non-white T h i r d  
World immigrants .  

Over t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s ,  a  n a t i o n a l  consc ious -  
n e s s  th roughou t  t h e  Ch inese  communit ies  a c r o s s  
Canada h a s  been deve lop ing .  The r e c e n t  c a t a l y s t  i s  
t h e  b i a s e d  W-5 program on " f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s " .  Thou- 
sands  o f  Chinese  Canadians  have demons t ra t ed  i n  t h e  
s t r e e t s .  Anti-W-5 commit tees  have been e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  16 Canadian c i t i e s  from V i c t o r i a  t o  H a l i f a x  
b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  a  u n i t y  n e v e r  seen  b e f o r e  i n  t h e  
Ch inese  communit ies .  At t h e  same t ime ,  Ch inese  
Canadians  a r e  g e t t i n ?  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  e t h n i c  
g roups  who a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  same i n j u s t i c e  and 
i n e q u a l i t i e s .  Ch inese  Canad ians  a r e  s u p p o r t i n g  
Black  Canadians  and Black immigran t s  i n  demanding 
j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  A l b e r t  Johnson ,  a  Jamaican  
immigrant .  Ch inese ,  South As ians ,  B lacks ,  w h i t e s ,  
and N a t i v e  p e o p l e  marched t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  a n t i -  
r a c i s m  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  l a s t  October  i n  Toron to .  

The p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  quo p o l i t i c s  o f  m u l t i c u l -  
t u r a l i s m  b e i n g  pushed by t h e  f e d e r a l  government does  
n o t  r e c o g n i z e  o u r  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  j u s t  a s  i t  does  
n o t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  Ouebec 
p e o p l e  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  

As a n  e t h n i c  n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t y  i n  Canada, 
Ch inese  Canadians  shou ld  have  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  r i g h t  - 
t o  r e g i o n a l  autonomy i n  a r e a s  where we a r e  concen- 
t r a t e d ,  l i k e  Vancouver Chinatown. 

Reg iona l  autonomy means having an autonomous 
government i n  c h a r g e  o f  l o c a l  a f f a i r s  t o  p r o t e c t  
and deve lop  our  l anguage  and c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s  a s  w e l l  
a s  o t h e r  d e m o c r a t i c  r i g h t s  which i n c l u d e s  p o l i t i c a l  
and t e r r i t o r i a l  r i g h t s .  Today, M o n t r e a l ' s  China- 
town i s  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  d e s t r u c t i o n  by t h e  P l a c e  
Guy Favreau  p r o j e c t  which w i l l  d i s r u p t  t h e  s o c i a l  
and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  of I l o n t r e a l ' s  Ch inese  community. 
Reg iona l  autonomy would n o t  a l l o w  t h i s  t o  happen. 

A l l  oppressed  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  Canada shou ld  
have t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e g i o n a l  autonomy. Under r e g i o n a l  
autonomy, t h e  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  would have c o n t r o l  o v e r  
t h e i r  l a n d  and r e s o u r c e s .  I n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Repub l i c  
of China where 55 n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s ,  l i k e  t h e  
T i b e t a n s ,  Koreans ,  and t h e  Moslem Huis  l i v e  s i d e -  
by-s ide  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  Han n a t i o n ,  t h e  p o l i c i e s  
of r e g i o n a l  autonomy a r e  a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
m i n o r i t i e s .  A l l  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  guaran-  
t e e d  a b s o l u t e  e q u a l i t y .  

POETS WANTED ! 
I am e d i t i n g  an  an tho logy  o f  poems w r i t t e n  by As ians  
i n  Canada and Canadians  o f  Asian h e r i t a g e ,  t e n t a t i v e l y  
t i t l e d :  Land 06 .the MotnLng ( a  l i n e  from t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  
n a t i o n a l  anthem).  Expected p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e  i s  S p r i n g ,  
1980. P l e a s e  send your  poems and a  b r i e f  b iography  E@l 
t o  me. 

- Lakshmi G i l l  

Lakshmi G i l l  
1114 E a s t  1 4 t h  Avenue 
Vancouver,  B.C. 
V5T 2P3 
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I ' v e  shown some b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  can guide 
u s  i n  unders tand ing  t h e  n a t i o n a l  ques t ion  i n  Ouebec 

and Canada. The f u t u r e  of Canada i s  a t  s t a k e  i n  t h e  

quebec referendum. For those  o f  u s  o u t s i d e  of  Ouebec, 
if we a r e  t o  a c t i v e  i n  f i g h t i n g  f o r  o u r  r i g h t s ,  we 
must be a c t i v e  i n  v o i c i n g  suppor t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  of 
t h e  Quebec people. 

In Engl i sh  Canada, t h e  v a r i o u s  f e d e r a l i s t  f o r c e s  
l e d  by people l i k e  Premiers  Davis and Lougheed a r e  
l i n i n g  up behind Claude Ryan1 s  no o p t  ion and tak ing  a  
tough l i n e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  t h e  Quebec people 
from f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  Both t h e s e  men 
say t h a t  they  w i l l  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  Ryan, bu t  no t  wi th  
Levesque. They both main ta in  t h a t  Quebec i s  j u s t  a  
province and do n o t  recognize  any n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  
Quebec. 

In  an e f f o r t  t o  deceive t h e  Canadian people who 
want t o  main ta in  u n i t y ,  a  "people t o  people" p e t i -  
t i o n  i s  being c i r c u l a t e d  a s k i n g  Quebec t o  s t a y  i n  
Canada. But t h i s  p e t i t i o n  does no t  recognize  Quebec 
a s  a  n a t i o n  n o t  i t s  r i g h t s  t o  se l f -de te rmina t ion .  

However, t h e r e  a r e  many Engl i sh  Canadians who 
a r e  suppor t ing  t h e s e  b a s i c  r i g h t s  of Ouebec. Com- 
m i t t e e s  t o  Defend Quebec 's  Righ ts  t o  Self-Determina- 
t i o n  have been s e t  up i n  Toronto, Vancouver, and 
o t h e r  c i t i e s .  Chinese Canadians i n  Engl i sh  Canada 
should take  a  s tand  on t h i s  ques t ion  and denounce 
t h e  f e d e r a l i s t  f o r c e s  t h a t  a r e  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Quebec 
people a s  w e l l  a s  a t t a c k i n g  our  o m  r i g h t s .  

For Chinese Canadians i n  Quebec, should we v o t e  
"yes'' o r  "no"? Before we answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  we 
should a n a l y s e  what each of t h e s e  o p t i o n s  has  t o  
o f f e r  t o  t h e  Ouebec people and t o  t h e  Chinese people 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

The "No Optbn"  M e w  .the. StcLtuh Quo 

Claude Ryan's c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p roposa l s  f o r  a  
"renewed federa l i sm"  does  n o t  recognize  Quebec a s  a  
n a t i o n .  Ryan' s  Quebec L i b e r a l  p a r t y ,  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  
f e d e r a l i s t  p a r t i e s ,  c o n s i d e r s  Quebec t o  be  j u s t  ano- 
t h e r  province.  Ryan's "Beige Paper1' may g ive  g r e a t e r  

d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  from Ottawa, p l a y  around w i t h  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  of power t o  g ive  " g r e a t e r  e q u a l i t y  between 
t h e  provinces",  b u t  i t  does  n o t  t a c k l e  t h e  b a s i c  
q u e s t i o n  of e q a u l i t y  of n a t i o n s  and t h e  r i g h t  t o  
se l f -de te rmina t ion  of t h e  Ouebec people.  Ryan may 
even have the  problem of s e l l i n g  h i s  d e c e n t r a l i z a -  
t i o n  scheme s i n c e  h i s  o l d  nemesis, P i e r r e  Trudeau 
i s  back on t h e  scene.  Trudeau, a s  an a r d e n t  cen- 
t r a l i s t ,  i s  w e l l  known. 

Ryan's "No Option" i s  j u s t  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of 
t h e  f e d e r a l i s t  p o l i t i c s  which o p p r e s s e s  t h e  Quebec 
people and main ta ins  t h e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  used 
t o  d i v i d e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s .  

The f e d e r a l i s m  of Ryan, J o e  Cla rk ,  and Trudeau, 
whi le  denying Quebec's r i g h t s  a s  a  n a t i o n ,  has  noth- 
ing t o  o f f e r  t h e  oppressed e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  l i k e  
t h e  Native people and t h e  Chinese Canadians. In  f a c t ,  
t h e  Canadian government's p o l i t i c s  of "mul t i l ingua l i sm"  
and "mul t icu l tu ra l i sm"  cont inue  t o  rob t h e  Native peo- 
p l e  of t h e i r  l and  and resources .  I t  has  n o t  recognized 
any l a n d  claims of t h e  Native people no t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  
t o  autonomy over t h e i r  l a n d ,  c u l t u r e ,  and economic 
development. I t  i s  t h e  same system t h a t  t h r e a t e n s  t o  
d e s t r o y  M o n t r e a l ' s  Chinatown and f o r s t e r s  r a c i s t  cam- 
pa igns  a g a i n s t  t h e  Vietnamese re fugees  and r a c i s t  
programs l i k e  W-5. 

That i s  why t h e  "No Option1' a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  

imposs ib le  t o  suppor t .  For s u p p o r t s  means t h e  
con t inu ing  t h e  s t a t u s  quo and t h e  c o n s t a n t  oppress ion  
of  t h e  Quebec people and o t h e r  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s .  

The Pmti P.ue.l?ecoh and t h e  "Yen O p ~ o n "  

The PO mainly r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  Ouebec commercial 
i n t e r e s t s  who want t o  develop and c o n s o l i d a t e  i t s  
hold on Ouebec. With i t s  coming t o  power i n  1976, 
t h e  PQ l e a d s  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  movement i n  Quebec. I t  
i d e n t i f i e s  Engl i sh  Canada and Engl i sh  Canadians a s  
t h e  main enemies of t h e  Ouebec people and n o t  t h e  
economic system t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  na- 
t i o n a l  oppress ion .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  PQ l i k e  t h e  L i b e r a l s  
upholds t h e  economic mainstream. I t  does  n o t  want t o  
change t h e  system, bu t  r a t h e r  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  powers 
of e x p l o i t a t i o n  from t h e  Canadian monopolies i n  o r d e r  
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  Quebecois c o r p o r a t e  e l i t e .  In o r d e r  
t o  bu i ld  up Quebec's economy, t h e  PO h a s  asked t h e  
Quebec workers t o  t i g h t e n  t h e i r  b e l t s  " f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
of t h e  nat ion".  

The PQ i s  t a k i n g  a  s t e p  by s t e p  approach t o  inde- 
pendence i n  o r d e r  t o  s t a y  i n  power. Opinion p o l l s  
show t h a t  o n l y  23% of Ouebecois want independence. 
That i s  why t h e  PO has chosen a  d e c e i t f u l  ques t ion  f o r  
t h e  referendum. The referendum a u e s t i o n  does  n o t  a l -  
low t h e  Ouebec people t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  r i p h t  t o  s e l f -  
de te rmina t ion .  I t  does  n o t  ask  whether t h e  Quebec peo- 
p l e  want t o  s t a y  i n  Canada o r  n o t ,  nor  does i t  o f f e r  
any c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  op t ion .  I t  j u s t  a s k s  t h e  people of 
Quebec t o  g ive  t h e  Pn a  "mandate"-- a  blank cheque t o  
n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  Ottawa. 

The PO does n o t  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  Ouebec 
working people nor t h e  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  Ouebec. 
In  f a c t ,  t h e  PO has  done no th ing  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  in- 
e q u a l i t i e s  faced by t h e  Ouebec people while  t ak ing  d i s -  
c r i m i n a t o r y  p o s i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  
Quebec. 

For example, h e a l t h  and wel fa re  spending i n  Ouebec 
has  d e c l i n e  (from 31.1% t o  28%) s i n c e  t h e  PO came t o  
power. French speaking workers  s t i l l  have t o  work i n  
Engl i sh  i n  such m u l t i n a t i o n a l  companies a s  P r a t t  & 
I h i t n e y  i f  they  want t o  advance i n  t h e i r  jobs. Engl i sh  
Canadian b u s i n e s s e s  s t i l l  main ta in  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e s .  
On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  PO an t i -democra t ic  lanpuage 
B i l l  101 does n o t  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  of e t h n i c  minori- 
t i e s ,  but  i n  f a c t  removes t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  Native 
people a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Chinese Canadians t o  choose the  
languape of educa t ion  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  Fur ther -  
more, t h e  PO has  s t reng thened  i t s  government monopoly, 
Hydro Ouebec which h a s  robbed huge t r a c t s  of  land 
around James Bay from t h e  Native people of Canada. 

"Souefieignty Annuciaxion" and t h e  Ckinene. 

The PQ's p l a n  f o r  s e p a r a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  does n o t  
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  faced by t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  
of Quebecois .  I f  i t  does no th inp  f o r  i t s  own people,  
what can i t  do f o r  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  l i k e  t h e  Native 
people and t h e  Chinese people of Ouebec? 

William Tse who came t o  Canada d an e d y  age. huA 
an M.Eng. i n  Alechanicd Engineefing. 
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THE @ MOVEMENT 
CHEUK KWAN 

Apri l  16,  1980 was an important da t e  i n  the 
h i s t o r y  of r a c i a l  minor i t i e s  i n  Canada. On t h a t  
day, t h e  CTV Televis ion  Network made a f u l l  publ ic  
apology t o  the  Chinese Canadians on a r a c i s t  and 
d i s t o r t e d  programme t h a t  the  network a i r e d  l a s t  
f a l l .  "We s ince re ly  apologize f o r  the  f a c t  t h a t  
Chinese Canadians were depicted a s  fore igners .  . ." , 
network pres ident  Murray Chercover s a i d  i n  the  
pub l i c  apology, "and f o r  whatever d i s t r e s s  t h i s  
s tereotyping may have caused them i n  the  context  of 
our mul t i cu l tu ra l  society."  

On September 30 l a s t  year ,  CTV's W5 pub l i c  
a f f a i r s  programme broadcasted a segment e n t i t l e d  
"campus Giveaway". The i t e m  a l l eged  t h a t  fore ign  
s tudents ,  mainly of Chinese descent,  were taking 
away the  p laces  of Canadians i n  the  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  
It made no d i s t i n c t i o n  between Chinese fore ign  
s tudents  and Canadian s tuden t s  of Chinese descent 
who may be third-generation ~ a n a d i a n s .  The presen- 
t a t i o n  of the  programme was " r a c i s t  i n  tone and 

ef fec t" .  It focused on a p a r t i c u l a r  group of 
minor i t i e s ,  t he  Chinese Canadian, and i n  essence,  
l a b e l l e d  them a s  fore igners .  Furthermore, 
un ive r s i ty  community and immigration o f f i c i a l s  
were quick t o  point  ou t  t h a t  t h e  foreign 
s tudent  s t a t i s t i c s  were "grossly d i s t o r t e d  and 
inaccura te  ." (Ed. note:  see a l s o  "The Foreign 
Threat  That Never Was!" by Kwan, Asianadian Vol 2 ,  
No. 3.) 

The uproar from the  Chinese community was 
unexpected and unprecedented. Following the  
programme's a i r i n g ,  f i v e  s tuden t s  from t h e  Chinese 
Students Associat ion of t h e  Universi ty of Toronto 
f i l e d  a l i b e l  and s lander  s u i t  agains t  CTV and W5's 
producers. I n  l a t e  November, t he  "Ad Hoc Committee 
of the Council of Chinese Canadians i n  Ontario 
Against W5" was formed i n  Toronto to  p r o t e s t  the 
programme. Thir teen  committee members and over 
s i x  hundred volunteers from Toronto's Chinese com- 
munity worked un re l en t l e s s ly  t o  publ ic ize  t h e  i s sue  
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and t o  r a i s e  funds f o r  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  l e g a l  
expense. 

Through p e r s i s t e n c e  and perseverence ,  t h e  
"campus Giveaway" i s s u e  was f i n a l l y  made known t o  
a  g r e a t  p a r t  of t h e  Chinese community and t o  t h e  
Canadian p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e .  Support  came from p o l i -  
t i c i a n s ,  government a g e n c i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e t h n i c  
communities. The b l a c k ,  s o u t h  Asian,  Japanese and 
t h e  Jewish communities, who have a l l  f aced  r a c i a l  
i n j u s t i c e s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  have been most s u p p o r t i v e  
i n  t h e  i s s u e .  Ad hoc committees a g a i n s t  W5 were 
a l s o  formed a c r o s s  t h e  count ry ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  
Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver. 

On Sa turday ,  January 26, more t h a n  a  thousand 
people crowded t h e  aud i to r ium and e i g h t  c lassrooms 
i n  t h e  Facu l ty  of Educat ion a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Toronto t o  a t t e n d  a  mass r a l l y  o rgan ized  by t h e  Ad 
Hoc Committee. The audience were g r e e t e d  by 
speeches and s ta tement  from twenty p o l i t i c i a n s ,  
e t h n i c  and c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e a d e r s .  Heading t h e  l is t  
of  p o l i t i c i a n s  were Toronto ' s  mayor John Sewell  and 
MP's Bob Rae and Bob Kaplan. Mayor Sewell  has  been 
h a i l e d  a s  " a  champion of  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  Toronto" by 
t h e  c i t y ' s  p r e s s ;  Rae and Kaplan r e p r e s e n t ,  respec-  
t i v e l y ,  r i d i n g s  w i t h  heavy Chinese and Jewish popu- 
l a t i o n .  

More c o l o u r f u l  speeches came from v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  
and c i v i l  r i g h t s  spokesperson.  Bromley Armstrong, 
t h e  outspoken Ontar io  Human Rights  Commissioner a t  
t h a t  t ime ,  condemned t h e  W5 programme and urged f o r  
more e t h n i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  media. "Let us  
t a k e  a  cue from CKEY and CITY-TV," Armstrong urged,  
"and l e t ' s  pu t  some of  our  own people up t h e r e  i n  the  
media s o  t h a t  we can s a y ,  a t  l a s t ,  we've made i t ."  
D r .  Wilson Head, p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Black 
C o a l i t i o n  reminded t h e  audience t h a t  t h e  Chinese was 
t h e  only e t h n i c  group who ever  had a  head t a x  p laced  
on them. Head went on t o  say  t h a t  "CTV may have i n -  
a d v e r t e n t l y  d i d  you a l l  a  favour i n  a r o u s i n g  you 
t o  f i g h t  back." P r o f e s s o r  George Bancrof t  from t h e  
Facu l ty  of  Educat ion would n o t  g ive  t h e  C T j  prc- 
gramme an A ,  B, C ,  D o r  F grade .  He would g ive  i t  
a  P .  "P f o r  p o l l u t i o n . .  . anyth ing  t h a t  p o l l u t e s  
must be c leaned  up. . . .  any th ing  t h a t  p o l l u t e s  t h e  
mind must be  e r a d i c a t e d . "  

A t  t h e  end of  t h e  hour and a  h a l f  r a l l y ,  t h o s e  
i n s i d e  t h e  r a l l y  were j o i n e d  by a  thousand more 
people  f o r  a  m i l e  and a  h a l f  march down Bloor  S t r e e t  
t o  CTV's h e a d q u a r t e r s .  The p r o t e s t  march o f  2,500 
people was t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  Chinese Canadian h i s t o r y .  

When t h e  marchers reached CTV o f f i c e ,  a  formal  
p r o t e s t  l e t t e r  was d e l i v e r e d .  I t  o u t l i n e d  t h r e e  
demands from t h e  Ad Hoc Committee: a  f u l l  p u b l i c  
apology from t h e  network f o r  t h e  r a c i s t  n a t u r e  of  
t h e  programme, r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h e  damages done, and 
a  committment from t h e  network n o t  t o  a i r  s i m i l a r  
programmes aga in .  Outside t h e  C,TV o f f i c e ,  p i c k e t e r s  
chanted s logans  such a s  " a l l  Canadians e q u a l  r i g h t s "  
"Biased show, W5 g o t  t o  go", and "black brown r e d ,  
yel low and w h i t e ,  we Canadians must un i te" .  

The p r o t e s t  march and p i c k e t i n g  reversed  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  s t e r e o t y p e  t h a t  t h e  Chinese Canadians 
were p o l i t i c a l l y  d o c i l e .  The march i t s e l f  a t t r a c t e d  
people from a c r o s s  t h e  community, i n c l u d i n g  a  
seventy-year  o l d  man who s a i d ,  "I have been h e r e  f o r  
f i f t y - s i x  y e a r s  and I am very  happy t h a t ,  a t  l a s t ,  
we have t h e  courage t o  s t a n d  up." One p o l i c e  
i n s p e c t o r  remarked t h a t  i t  was t h e  b e s t  o rgan ized  
e v e n t  he has  seen  i n  h i s  c a r e e r  and t h a t  " i f  you 
guys e v e r  want t o  do t h i s  a g a i n ,  I w i l l  b e  g lad  t o  

h e l p  o u t  ." 
The Toronto even t  r e c e i v e d  suppor t  and dele-  

g a t e s  from neighbouring c i t i e s  such a s  Hamilton, 
Windsor, Guelph, Ottawa and Montreal .  On t h e  same 
day, t h e  Ad Hoc Committee of Chinese Canadians 
Against  W5 i n  Edmonton organ ized  a  s i m i l a r  r a l l y  and 
p i c k e t .  500 p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
from Calgary and Vancouver, j o i n e d  t h e  march i n  sub- 
ze ro  temperature t o  th,e l o c a l  CTV o f f i c e .  

The p r o t e s t  march was undoubtedly t h e  cl imax o f  
t h e  W5 movement up t o  t h a t  t ime.  The p e r i o d  t h a t  
fol lowed saw heavy emphasis on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  Chinese community.  oro onto's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
e v e n t u a l l y  v i s i t e d  Chinese communities a c r o s s  t h e  
country and a l t o g e t h e r  s i x t e e n  ad hoc committees-- 
from V i c t o r i a  t o  Halifax--  were formed. 

The ad hoc committees con t inued  t o  app ly  p u b l i c  
p r e s s u r e  w i t h  complaints  t o  p r o v i n c i a l  and f e d e r a l  
Human Rights  Commissions and a  demand f o r  a  s p e c i a l  
CRTC hear ing .  Suppor t ing  t h e s e  were 20,000 p e t i t i o n  
s i g n a t u r e s  ga thered  a c r o s s  t h e  country.  

Y i e l d i n g  t o  p u b l i c  p r e s s u r e ,  CTV sought  a  meet- 
i n g  w i t h  Toronto ' s  Ad Hoc Committee. I n  t h e  .q;iebdg 
on February 5 ,  CTV sought  ways t o  r e p a i r  t h e  r i f t  
caused by t h e  "Campus Giveaway" programme. Repre- 
s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  Ad Hoc Committee r e i t e r a t e d  t h e i r  
t h r e e  demands and made known t o  CTV t h a t  t h e i r  de- 
mands were f i rm.  

On March 1 6 ,  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  Chinese 
Canadian communities, CTV a i r e d  what t h e  producers  
of  W5 presumably regarded  a s  a n  apology.  Helen 
Hutchinson,  t h e  show's h o s t e s s ,  read  a  s ta tement  on 
beha l f  of  W5. B r i e f l y ,  i t  s a i d  t h a t  " t h e  p r o g r a m e  
upse ted  two groups o f  Canadians : t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
which s a i d  t h e  f a c t s  were i n a c c u r a t e ;  and t h e  Chi- 
nese  Canadian community, who s a i d  t h e  program was 
r a c i s t  and c a s t  s l u r s  upon i t s  members." It s a i d  
t h a t  l a s t  November, CTV a t tempted  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  
Chinese Canadian community t o  p r e s e n t  i t s  p o i n t  of  
view i n  a  follow-up program. F i n a l l y ,  "W5 r e g r e t s  
any o f f e n c e  t h a t  may have been u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  given 
t o  t h e  Chinese Canadian community." CTV a l s o  
admit ted t o  t h e  e r r o r  t h a t  t h e  100,000 f o r e i g n  s t u -  
d e n t s  number should  have been 58,000 v i s a  s t u d e n t s  
a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of educa t ion .  

Although i t  was s e e n  a s  a  welcome change of 
CTV's a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  s ta tement  d i d  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  
Chinese Canadian community. M r .  Siukeong Lee, co- 
o r d i n a t o r  of  Mont rea l ' s  Ad Hoc Committee wro te :  
"we do no t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  token g e s t u r e  of  CTV any- 
where n e a r  a  s i n c e r e  and hones t  response." The 
chnirman of Vancouver's Ad Hoc Committee, P a t r i c k  
Chen, wro te  i n  t h e i r  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e -  
ment i s  "wholly inadequa te  t o  r e d r e s s  t h e  damage 
done by t h e  s t o r y  t o  t h e  Chinese Canadian community 
and t o  t h e  cause of  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l i s m  i n  t h i s  coun- 
t r y  ..... The reasons  f o r  t h e  p r o t e s t  a r e  n o t  acknow- 
ledged b u t  r a t h e r  ignored .  The i s s u e s  r a i s e d  a r e  
s t u d i o u s l y  evaded. There i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  W5 r e a l l y  unders tands  what was wrong 
w i t h  t h e  s t o r y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace . "  

D r .  Donald Chu, chairman of  T o r o n t o ' s  Ad Hoc 
Committee s a i d  t h a t  he  was n o t  aware t h a t  h i s  group 
was ever  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  follow-up 
p r o g r a m e .  "Even a s  l a t e  a s  January 26, t h e  day of  
t h e  p r o t e s t  march, W5's producers  ' s t r o n g l y  d i s -  
a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  marchers"' ,  Chu s a i d .  

The March 16 s ta tement  f u r t h e r  h a s t e n s  t h e  need 
f o r  a  more concer ted  e f f o r t  among a l l  c i t i e s  and 
a  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of  p r e s s u r e  t a c t i c s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  



l e v e l .  The weekend of  Apr i l  18-20 was chosen f o r  
a  n a t i o n a l  meeting of  a l l  ad hoc committees i n  
Toronto. 

CTV and Toronto 's  Ad Hoc Committee met aga in  on 
Apr i l  3 .  M r  I a n  S c o t t ,  t h e  committee's l e g a l  
counsel  as w e l l  a s  t h e  l e g a l  counse l  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  
p l a i n t i f f s ,  r e s t a t e d  t h e  concern of  t h e  Chinese 
Canadian communities. Informed sources  revea led  
t h a t  i t  was dur ing  t h i s  meeting t h a t  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e  
-- t h a t  of r a c i s t l y  l a b e l l i n g  Chinese Canadians 
a s  foreigners--  was f i n a l l y  brought  home t o  CTV. 

Subsequent  meeting on A p r i l  1 5  f u r t h e r  brought  t h e  
two p a r t i e s  c l o s e  t o  ag r ee ing  on a s e t t l emen t  pack- 
age.  On Apr i l  16 ,  n e g o t i a t o r s  from both  s i d e s  s a t  
down f o r  a  day-long s e s s ion .  That  a f te rnoon,  CTV 
r e l e a sed  a prepared apology t o  t h e  pub l i c .  

The apology, i s s u e d  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and mana- 
ging d i r e c t o r  o f  CTV Network, Murray Chercover, read 
i n  p a r t :  "We were c l e a r l y  wrong i n  ou r  p r e sen t a t i on  
of  t h e  f a c t s  and W5's i n i t i a l  defence of t h e  pro- 
gramme. Right  a f t e r  t h e  programme was broadcas t  ou r  
c r i t i c s  -- p a r t i c u l a r l y  Chinese Canadians and t h e  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  -- c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  programme a s  r a c i s t :  
they  were r i g h t ,  a l though i t  was never  our  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  produced a r a c i s t  program. There i s  no doubt t h a t  
t h e  d i s t o r t e d  s t a t i s t i c s  combined w i th  o u r  v i s u a l  
p r e se n t a t i on ,  made t h e  programme appear  r a c i s t  i n  
tone  and e f f e c t .  We sha r e  t h e  dismay of o u r  c r i t i c s  
t h a t  t h i s  occured. .  . . " . 

Chercover vowed t h a t  CTV has i n s t i t u t e d  "a be t -  
t e r  system of  checks and balances" and s a i d  t h a t  "we 
have a l s o  reviewed ou r  e d i t o r i a l  and management 
systems and changes have been made, bo th  i n  those  
s y s  terns and i n  personnel  ." 

I n  a j o i n t  s ta tement  i s s u e  by CTV and  oro onto's 
Ad Hoc Corn i t t e e ,  bo th  p a r t i e s  announced t h a t  discus-  
s i o n s  between them have been f r u i t f u l  and have pro- 
duced a l a r g e  measure of understanding and goodwill.  
"They have a l s o  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  t e n t a t i v e  s e t t l emen t  
which both  p a r t i e s  hope w i l l  beg in  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  
r i f t  caused between CTV and Chinese Canadians, and 
which would a l s o  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  ou r  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  
s o c i e t y  a s  a  whole.'' The s e t t l emen t  package involves  
CTV's pledge t o  make a program on "unconscious 
racismt1 i n  t h e  1980/1981 s ea son ' s  W5 s e r i e s .  

On Apr i l  18 ,  b a r e l y  two days a f t e r  cTV'.~ apo- 
logy,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from s i x t e e n  ad hoc committees 
were welcomed by Mayor John Sewell  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
meeting i n  Toronto. The Chinese Canadian Nat iona l  
Council  f o r  Equa l i t y ,  t h e  f i r s t  such n a t i o n a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n  i n  Chinese Canadian h i s  tory, was formed t h e  
nex t  day. Dr. Joseph Wong, an a c t i v e  member of  
Toronto 's  Ad Hoc Committee was e l e c t e d  a s  i t s  f i r s t  
chairman and rece ived  t h e  mandate t o  form t h e  
Counci l ' s  f i r s t  execut ive  committee i n  Toronto. 
On t h e  fo l lowing  day, Apr i l  20, t h e  newly formed.  
Chinese Canadian Nat iona l  Council f o r  Equal i ty  r a t i -  
f i e d  t h e  s e t t l emen t  package agreed between CTV and 
Toronto ' s  Ad Hoc Committee. 

A t  t h e  p r e s s  conference on Sunday, Apr i l  20, 
t h e  new n a t i o n a l  counc i l  announced its purpose: 
t o  sa feguard  t h e  d i g n i t y  and e q u a l i t y  of  a l l  Chi- 
nese  Canadians and o t h e r  e t h n i c  groups i n  t h i s  
country.  cTV'S apology was a l s o  formal ly  accepted:  
"It t akes  courage t o  admit one ' s  mis takes ,  we con- 
g r a t u l a t e  and s a l u t e  CTV f o r  t h e i r  courage and 
grea tness . "  Sec r e t a ry  of S t a t e  J i m  Fleming accused 
t h e  media a t  t h e  p r e s s  conference of  f a i l i n g  t o  
understand t h e  m u l t i - r a c i a l  and m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  
r e a l i t y  of Canada. He c a l l e d  on t h e  Canadian Radio- 
Te l ev i s i on  and Telecommunications Commision t o  a l t e r  
i t s  r egu l a t i ons  s o  t h a t  i t  can a c t  t o  prevent  o r  
r e d r e s s  r a c i a l l y  b i a sed  programmes such a s  W5's 
"Campus Giveaway" . 

1000 persons jo ined  i n  on Sunday n i g h t  f o r  a  
Chinese banquet and t o  l i s t e n  t o  cong ra tu l a to ry  
speeches.  Speakers t h a t  n igh t  included Sec re t a ry  
o f  S t a t e  J i m  Fleming, MP's Pa t  Carney of Vancouver- 
Centre and Bob Rae of  Toronto 's  Broadview-Greenwood 
r i d i n g s ,  l e a d e r s  of On ta r i o ' s  L i b e r a l  and NDP par-  
t i e s  S t u a r t  Smith and Michael Cassidy,  a s  w e l l  a s  
o t h e r  e t h n i c  and media r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The CTV 
apology, came j u s t  f ou r  days b e f o r e  t h e  banquet ,  
had turned  what was in tended  t o  be  another  anti--W5 
gat l ier ing i n t o  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  banquet. 

CTV's apology t o  t h e  Chinese Canadians repre-  
s en t ed  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h i s  coun t ry ' s  minor i ty  
r i g h t s .  For t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  h i s t o r y ,  a  major 
network has  openly apologized t o  an  e t h n i c  commu- 
n i t y .  For  t h e  f i r s t  time i n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  p o l i t i -  
c a l l y  d o c i l e  Chinese community fought  back f o r  
i t s  equa l  r i g h t .  Over t h e  course  of W5 cont roversy  
minor i ty  groups i n  t h e  country have watched t h e  
events  intensely--  because t h e  outcome of t h e  i s s u e  
may w e l l  b e  a t e s t  c a se  f o r  f u r t u r e  r a c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  
As D r .  Donald Chu s a i d  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  response t o  
CTV: "The succe s s fu l  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  unfortu-  
n a t e  i n c i d e n t  i s  a test imony t o  t he  grea tness  of 
our  j u s t  and democrat ic  country." 
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Rme* 
With Camille Laurin 

The bol lowing Face t o  Face .& a wohd by wohd A ~ L V L ~ -  

A p t  06 a akped i n tenv iew  b&en Asianadian CONLW- 
pondent, Siukeong Lee and Camieee LawLin, Qebec Uivl- 
&intea 06 S U e  doh CuRtWrae Development. The i n te t r -  
v iew took  p lace on b4mch 1 6 ,  1960 at t h e  CLub Enpano 
in Montheat. 

An m c k L t e c t  06 2he P?. govennmwt'o Language 
and uLtuml poLieicie4, Monoieuh L&n h a  been Ire- 
gahded an one 06 t h e  Pq govctnment'o @went na;tion- 
ahha. k. Lawcin wan a p n y c w t  phioh Zo h h  
becoming a p o r n & .  

What i.h t h e  cuebec'n gowmmen t ' n  c u R t u d  p o l i c y  t o -  
uuvrds minoh i t ien?  

~ & u r i n :  The Quebec government has  s t a t e d  its po l i cy  
very  wel l  i n  t he  White Paper on Cu l tu r a l  Development. 
We s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y  of Quebec is  a 
con t r i bu t i on  t o  t he  progress  and development of Que- 
bec. And so  we urge t he  c u l t u r a l  communities t o  de- 
ve lop  t h e i r  own community i n  conformity wi th  t h e i r  
i d e n t i t y .  And second, we have s a i d  t h a t  i t  belongs 
t o  them t o  s t a t e  what they want, what they need f o r  
t h i s  c u l t u r a l  development. Third,  we've s a i d  t h a t  
a f t e r  t h i s  i s  done, t h e  Ouebec government is  ready t o  
g ive  t o  those va r ious  c u l t u r a l  communities t h e  t o o l s ,  
t h e  equipment-- c u l t u r a l  equipments necessary  t o  
achieve t he  ends o r  t he  aims t hey  have s e t  f o r  them- 
se lves .  

C o d d  you e labohate on t k i s ?  

For example, i f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  communities t e l l  u s  t h a t  
i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t o r  they  want t o  develop s ay  a de- 
partment of supe r io r  s tudy a t  one of our u n i v e r s i t i e s  
t o  s ee  what the  Chinese c u l t u r a l  has  done i n  Quebec 
and what it could do i n  t he  f u t u r e ,  and i f  t h i s  en- 
t a i l s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of a u n i v e r s i t y  department, we 
a r e  very ready  t o  accept  t h a t  and take  the  s t e p s  wi th  
t h e  Univers i ty  of  Montreal o r  t he  Univers i ty  of Quebec 
t o  s e t  up such a department. . I f  t h e  Chinese community 
need t o  develop a s p e c i f i c  a r t  form such a s  Chinese 
dance o r  opera (which I cons ider  very va luable) ,  we 
w i l l  be ready a t  t h e  Department of Cul tura l  A f f a i r s  
t o  see  what we can do about  t h a t .  We cons ider  t he se  
c u l t u r a l  developments and added increment t o  t he  over- 
a l l  c u l t u r a l  development of Quebec. But a p ro j ec t  
must be s e t  up by t he  Chinese community f i r s t .  But 
we don ' t  want t o  de f ine  what they  want or  what they  
need. We can on ly  ask  them t o  t ake  those respons i -  
b i l i t i e s  a s  a f i r s t  s t e p  and only  a f t e r  we i n t e rvene ,  
a f t e r  we have come up with a d ia logue  and d iscuss ion  
can we be ready t o  make them share  t h e  wealth of Que- 
bec. Only then can they  have a share of t h i s  wealth 

because t he  Chinese community is  a f u l l  f ledge  mem- 
be r  of t he  s o c i e t y  of Quebec. 

kt Leant  Awo minoh i ty .  cuRtwren oh h i a n  o h i g i n  ( t h e  
CkineAe and Japanene commurkty cuUuaen)  i n  ?.uebec 
m e  b h g  thheatened i n  t h e i t  e l ( d o m  t o  n u t v i v e .  
The Japanue  have nuddehed by a myhiad 0 4  dactohn oh i -  
g i n a t i n g  dhom t h h  010,loned (Um I T  in te rnment  and t h e  
Chinebe community h a  been f h e a t e n e d  by ,the no& 
and p h q n i d  demo f i f i on  06 CkinflAouin. Th.: conn.t)Luc- 
f i 0 n  oh Place Guy Favreau ma! t h e  Convention Cena%e 
m e  Awo p h e  exampLen. 
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Given t h u e  Z;acA, d o u  t h e  govehnment have any 
npeci6ic poficien t o  pfievent t h e  ~uh; thm ddehiona- 
k ion ofi Rhue  c u & w ~ u ?  

I would be v e r y  c a u t i o u s  t o  d e f i n e  p r e c i s e  s o l u t i o n s  
t o  t h e  problems you've s e t  up i n  f r o n t  of me. I 
would'much p r e f e r  t h e  Japanese  community t o  d e f i n e ,  
w i t h i n  themselves,  e x a c t l y  t h e  s o l u t i o n .  For exam- 
p l e ,  t o  have t h e  op in ion  of  a l l  t h e  members of a  com- 
munity u n i t i n g  under a  s i n g l e  p r o j e c t  and p r e s e n t i n g  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  t o  u s  would be b e n e f i c i a l .  We would 
i n t e r v e n e  a t  t h a t  l e v e l .  But n o t  before  you have de- 
f i n e d  f o r  yourse l f  what you r e a l l y  need. Once t h i s  
is  done, I can s a y  aga in  t h a t  we w i l l  b e  ex t remely  
i n t e r e s t e d  t o  concur  and develop t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  pro- 
j e c t s .  

Why nlzoLLed Quebecw od h i m  o a i g h  ppahticipate i n  
-the Rel;ehendum campaign? 

Because t h e y  a r e  f u l l  f l e d g e  Quebecers. And i f  we 
can s e t  up a  p o l i t i c a l  regime, a n  economic regime 
where t h e  economy of  @ebec w i l l  be s t reng thened;  
where expenses can be  c u r t a i l e d  because t h e y  a r e  use- 
l e s s ;  i f  we can develop p o l i c i e s  t h a t  w i l l  e r a d i c a t e  
o r  d imin ish  t h e  unemployment t h a t  we have, t h i s  would 
be good f o r  t h e  Chinese people a s  wel l  a s  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  
Quebecers. The economic r e a s o n s  f o r  a  "Yes" v o t e  a r e  
t h e  most important  ones. Chinese,  Quebecers  of Chi- 
nese o r i ~ i n  have t o  t h i n k  over  t h i s  because,  a f t e r  a l l ,  
t h e  economic u n d e r s t r u c t u r e  i s  fundamental f o r  any kind 
of progress-- s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s ,  c u l t u r a l  p rogress .  
T h i s  i s  why we s a y  t h a t  whatever t h e  language,  whatever 
t h e  o r i g i n ,  everyone has  t o  t h i n k  deep ly  about  t h e  rea -  
sons favour ing  a  "Yes" o r  "No" v o t e .  

One cument  opin.ion A t h a t  i d  puebecw 0 4  h i a n  oai- 
gin vote "No", tld would maintain t h e  s t a t u s  quo t h d t  
h c m e n t e y  unjunt and unrJaitr t o  t h e  m i n o h i t i u .  7 6  
Zhey vote " Y u " ,  fiA would give p o U c a l  c a p L t d  t o  
t h e  P&i Quebecoin. PJhat yowc opinion on X U ?  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  Chinese o r  t h e  Japanese commu- 
n i t i e s  have p r o f i t e d  s o  much from t h e  f e d e r a l  regime. 
On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i f  we can s e t  up a  regime, a  new r e -  
gime where t h e  economic wel l  be ing  of  a l l  Ouebecers 
w i l l  be  s t reng thened ,  i n  a  s p i r i t  of l i b e r t y ,  i n  a  s p i -  
r i t  of r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  of  a l l  t h e  
communities of Quebec, I wonder what would remain a s  a  
r e a l  and t r u e  o b j e c t i o n  t o  a  "Yes" vo te .  

You know t h a t  changes have t o  b e  made. The b h -  

2u0 quo i s  no t  good i n  i t s e l f .  When t h e  b 2 k i b  quo 
does n o t  b e n e f i t  Quebecers ,  when i t  h i n d e r s  t h e  develop- 
ment of Quebecers-- a l l  t h e  c u l t u r a l  communities of 
Quebec, then  we have t o  t h i n k  over  t h e  changes t h a t  
bhoidd be  made because t h e  bta tu0  quo h a s  become i n s u f -  
f i c i e n t .  And t h i s  i s  why we urge  a l l  Quebecers t o  
t h i n k  i t  over .  Changes a r e  sometimes n o t  o n l y  neces-  
s a r y ,  bu t  urgent .  They a r e  u rgen t  f o r  economic a s  w e l l  
a s  f o r  c u l t u r a l  reasons.  

'In ,the g 0 v ~ m U L t ' b  (Ykite Papm on Language poficq, Lt 
wan n.tded t h a t  t h e  po&cq cclzo t o  phevent cuRtuhd 
gheaob t o  appeah i n  Quebec. 

Yes. t h i s  is  t r u e .  

Given tk in bfatement, h a  new developmen& jub.tif(ied 
t h e  Language bLU nince t h e  pannage o 6 B i l l  10 1 ? 

Yes, I t h i n k  B i l l  101 h a s  allowed t h o s e  who speak Eng- 
l i s h  b e f o r e ,  those  who have s t a r t e d  Engl i sh  school ing  
t o  con t inue  a s  they  have begun. 

But, we s a i d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  new people coming t o  
Quebec, it i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  them t o  go t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  
of Quebec-- French speaking schools .  I f  t h e y  went 
t o  Ontar io ,  t h e y  would go t o  an E n g l i s h  school;  i f  
they  came t o  Quebec, they  must e n r o l  i n  a  French 
school  because t h i s  i s  t h e  school  of t h e  m a j o r i t y .  
And f o r  t h e i r  own b e n e f i t ,  t h e i r  economic wel l  be ing  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  development, t h e y  need t o  
s h a r e  i n  t h e  language of  t h e  m a j o r i t y  which i s  a so- 
c i a l  cohes ive  f a c t o r .  T h i s  does n o t  prevent  t h e  de- 
velopment o f  t h e i r  own p e c u l i a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  
a  community proup-- n o t  a t  a l l .  T h i s  i s  what is  done 
i n  e v e r y  count ry  i n  t h e  world-- so why s h o u l d n ' t  it 
be  done i n  Quebec? 

IVELCOMES I N Q U I R I E S  FROM E T H N I C  GROIJPS, COM- 
blUNITY CENTRES,  EDUCATIONAL I N S T I T U T I O N S ,  
AND OTHERS I N T E R E S T E D  I N  HAVING RESOURCE 
PERSONS SPEAK ON THE A S I A N  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  
CANADA. CALL 9 2 1 - 5 8 5 6  o r  9 6 1 - 3 7 8 1  

TELL US YOUR NEEDS. CONTACT THE WORKSHOP. 
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 prison" For Chinese Immigrants 

Chuen-Yan David Lai 

The immigration Building, which was b u i l t  by the  
f ede ra l  government, was s i t ua t ed  a t  the corner of On- 
t a r i o  and Dal ls  s t r e e t s .  While i t  was being demolished 
in  November, 1977, the wr i t e r  discovered t h a t  a f t e r  he 
removed l a y e r s  of pa in t  from the  wal ls ,  Chinese wr i t ings  
w e r e  exposed. Interviews wi th  e l d e r l y  Chinese reveal-  
ed t h a t  some of them had been confined i n  the  Immigra- 
t i o n  Building f o r  one o r  two days o r  a s  long a s  a  month 
o r  more. They r eca l l ed  t h e i r  misery and agony while 
they were "imprisoned" i n  the  building.  This s t o r y  is  
t o  descr ibe  t h e  physical  layout  of t he  Building, reveal  
i t s  r e a l  function and t r a n s l a t e  some of the wall w r i -  
t i ng  which recorded the  inner f ee l ings  of the Chinese 
immigrants while they were detained there .  

The two-storeyed Immigration Building was surround- 
ed by spacious lawns around which a  low s tone  wall  with 

i ron  b a r s  on top was erected.  Many of t he  bu i ld ing ' s  
s t r u c t u r a l  f ea tu re s  indica ted  t h a t  it was by no means 
an ordinary government o f f i c e  building.  Its e x t e r i o r  
wa l l s  were made of f i v e  columns of red b r i cks  and mea- 
sured s l i g h t l y  over twenty inches thick.  According .I 
t o  a  government engineer,  i t  is unnecessary f o r  an im- - 
migration bui ld ing  t o  have such th i ck ,  e x t e r i o r  wal ls  
un le s s  i t  is  used f o r  a  s p e c i a l  purpose such a s  a p r i -  
son. A l l  t h e  bui ld ing ' s  windows were barred wi th  s t rong 
i r o n  rods. On the  f o r s t  f l o o r ,  t he  recept ion  room was 
windowless, dark and gloomy, and t h e  d in ing room was 
enough t o  accommodate more than a  hundred people. The 
second f l o o r  was pa r t i t i oned  by strong concre te  wal ls  
i n to  c e l l s .  Their doors opened t o  a  c e n t r a l  corr idor  
which could be closed on e i t h e r  s ide  by a  s t rong i ron  
gate.  Wrought i r o n  s t a i r c a s e s  and f i r e  escapes leading 
to  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  were enclosed by strong i ron  cage- 
l i k e  s t ruc tu res .  A l a r g e  kitchen was found i n  the  base- 
ment where a l l  openings were covered with heavyweight 



i r o n  s c r e e n s  and b a r s .  A l l  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  i n d i c a t e  a r r i v e d  a t  V i c t o r i a ,  i t  would b e  moored a t  B i t h e t ' s  
t h a t  t h e  Immigrat ion Bui ld ing  was by no means a n  o r d i -  Wharf from where t h e  Chinese were e s c o r t e d  ashore  and 
n a r y  f e d e r a l  government o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  marched d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Immigrat ion Bui ld ing .  In- 

s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e y  would b e  ques t ioned ,  asked t o  
pay t h e i r  head t a x e s ,  and undergo medica l  examinat ions .  
I f  too  many p a s s e n g e r s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e y  
might  b e  conf ined  i n  t h e  c e l l s  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
s e v e r a l  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e y  cou ld  be  f r e e d  from cus tody .  
I f  t h e y  were found t o  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  d e f e c t i v e ,  having 
f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  forms o r  with-  
o u t  t h e  $500. head t a x ,  t h e y  would b e  conf ined  i n  t h e  

The p r imary  use  o f  t h e  Immigrat ion B u i l d i n g  was 
d i s c o v e r e d  a f t e r  a s e a r c h  of  t h e  c i t y  r e c o r d s  f o r  se- 
wage connec t ions .  The b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  i n  1908 and  
d e s i g n a t e d  t o  b e  used a s  a "Detent ion Hosp i t a l " .  (1) 
T h i s  e x p l a i n s  why t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  u n u s u a l l y  t h i c k  
e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  and a p r i s o n - l i k e  l a y o u t .  I n t e r v i e w s  

w i t h  a former  immigrat ion o f f i c e r  and e l d e r l y  Chinese 
i n  V i c t o r i a  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  days ,  As ian  
immigrants ,  m o s t l y  t h e  Chinese,  were d e t a i n e d  under  
r e s t r a i n t  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  when t h e y  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  
Canada. (2)  The Canadian government had t o  p r o c e s s  
t h e  Chinese immigrants  i n  V i c t o r i a  a s  i t  d i d  n o t  main- 
t a i n  a n  immigrat ion o f f i c e  i n  Hong Kong o r  i n  China. 
When a s h i p  c a r r y i n g  Chinese p a s s e n g e r s  from Hong Kong 

b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  s h i p  from Hong Kong came and 
took  them back t o  China. A f t e r  t h e  Chinese were ba r -  
r e d  i n  1923, t h e  Immigrat ion B u i l d i n g  was used t o  pro- 
c e s s  such  o t h e r  immigrants  a s  t h e  F i l i p i n o s  and t h e  
Japanese.  

The Immigrat ion B u i l d i n g  ceased  t o  be used a f t e r  
1958 and was s o l d  t o  V i c t o r i a  Machinery Depot. I n  1974 
t h e  Neighbourhood Improvement P r o j e c t  Committee o f  t h e  
C i t y  recommended t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
community use .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  was r e j e c t e d ,  p o s s i b l y  
because t h e  b u i l d i n g  was cons ide red  t o  b e  too  f a r  away 
from t h e  community t o  be. used  a s  a community c e n t r e .  ( 3 )  
When Harold Husband, P r e s i d e n t  of  V i c t o r i a  Machinery 
Depot,  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  C i t y  Counci l  f o r  pe rmiss ion  t o  
demolish t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  James Bay R e s i d e n t s  League 
immediate ly  took  up t h e  c a u s e  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  i t  because  
t h e y  t r e a s u r e d  i t  a s  a h e r i t a g e  a r e a .  (4)  However, 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  was n o t  p u t  on t h e  h e r i t a g e  d e s i g n a t i o n  
l i s t  by t h e  C i t y ' s  H e r i t a g e  Advisory Committee n o r  was 
i t  examined by  t h e  H e r i t a g e  Conserva t ion  Branch o f  t h e  
t h e n  M i n i s t r y  o f  R e c r e a t i o n  and P r e s e r v a t i o n .  (5) The 
James Bay R e s i d e n t s  League t h u s  f a i l e d  t o  save t h e  
b u i l d i n g  from d e m o l i t i o n  which was completed a t  t h e  
end of 1977. 

The Immigrat ion Bui ld ing  was n o t o r i o u s l y  known 
t o  t h e  Chinese a s  Chu-a&-uh (p ippen) .  The term o r i -  
g i n a t e d  from t h e  system of  r e c r u i t i n g  Chinese c o o l i e s  
f o r  t h e  S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  
( 6 )  Such a system savored  o f  t h e  buying and s e l l i n g  
of  p i g s  i n  a v i l l a g e  f a i r .  By a s m a l l  advance i n  money 
o r  goods, a headman r e c r u i t e d  workers  ( t h e  ' p i g g i e s ' )  
from v i l l a g e s  i n  South China,  and took  p o s s e s s i o n  of 
t h e  pe r son  as h i s  merchandise .  The ' p i g g i e s '  were 
t h e n  shipped t o  Singapore o r  Penang where t h e y  were 
conf ined  on board t h e  v e s s e l  o r  i n  a l o d g i n p  house 
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a s h o r e  u n t i l  they were so ld  t o  t h o s e  who needed l a b o u r .  
T h i s  kind of c o o l i e  t r a d e  was known a s  Mai-chu-hai 
( t h e  s a l e  of  p i g g i e s ) ,  and t h e  lodging  house was c a l -  
l e d  Chu-&&-uk. The Chinese immigrants t o  Canada 
were confined i n  t h e  Immigration Bui ld ing  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  
i n  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t o  those  c o o l i e s  i n  a  lodging  
house i n  Singapore o r  Penang. Therefore ,  t h e  name 
Chu-hai-uk was coined f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  A f t e r  h i s  
v i s i t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  February,  1923, D r .  Chi lean 
Tsur ,  Chinese Consul-General f o r  Canada, p r o t e s t e d  
t h a t  t h e  Chinese were "confined behind b a r s  and fed  
poor ly ,  and c o n d i t i o n s  ... were b e t t e r  i n  some Chinese 
p r i s o n s  than  t h e y  were i n  t h e  immigration sheds  i n  
Vic tor ia . ' '  ( 7 )  In t h e  e a r l y  days ,  many Chinese i n  
China dreamt of going t o  G h  Shan (Gold Mountain), t o  
seek  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s .  A f t e r  they  landed i n  V i c t o r i a ,  
they  were immediately confined i n  c e l l s  from where 
t h e y  could s e e  t h e i r  dreamland o n l y  through b a r r e d  
windows. A s  most of  them had l e f t  t h e i r  n a t i v e  v i l -  
l a g e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime and did n o t  know Engl i sh ,  
they could n o t  understand why t h e y  were i n c a r c e r a t e d .  
The i r  shock and anger  were expressed  i n  w r i t i n g  on 
t h e  w a l l s  of t h e i r  c e l l s .  Based on t h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  
t h e  w r i t e r  asked t h e  demol i t ion  workers whether t h e y  
n o t i c e d  any Chinese c h a r a c t e r s  w r i t t e n  i n s i d e  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  He t h e n  d i scovered  t h a t  many of  t h e  wri-  
t i n g s  h a s  been p a i n t e d  over  a t  l e a s t  twice.  Some of 
them became d i s c e r n i b l e  a f t e r  t h e  p a i n t  was rubbed 
o f f .  They a r e  f r e e l y  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  fo l lows:  

A n o t i c e  w r i t t e n  by someone from Hsin-hui county 
i n  Kwangtung prov ince  was carved wi th  a  sharp p o i n t  on 
a  column. 

FeHow counthymen, head f ie  doUowing nof ice  
quickly: 
Having amaned n e v d  hundrred d o l l a m ,  
1 LeSt my nat ive  home doh a doheign land. 
To my nurrphine, 1 um kepZ innide a phinon c&! 
M a ,  t h m e  i n  nodtme doh me .to go lfhom h m e ,  
1 can nee n&hm t h e  wohed o u ~ 2 i d e  noh my d e m  
pahenh . 
When 7 th ink  ad &A, my t e a m  begin t o  n&eam 
dow . 
To whom can 7 condide my nomow, 
But t o  LcYcite a Aew fineh i n  t k i n  hoom. 

A person surnamed Lee from T'ai-shan county i n  
Kwangtung prov ince  wrote a  'poem' and carved it  on a  
w a l l  on September 4 ,  1911. 

SitXing d o n e  i n  t h e  Customh oddice, 
My heaht achen. 
Had 7 not  been pooh, 
1 woul!d not  have thawelled m y  Sham my home. 
7 went abhoad upon my bho.tl2mfL'n advice. 
The black d e v a  h m e  h weanonable  
And &~hcen t h e  Ckinene t o  nweep and &tan t h e  
6100h. 
Two m u  a day m e  phovided 
But 1 wondeh when 7 Llliee be homeumd bound, 

An anomymous person wro te  a  p rose  p i e c e  w i t h  Chi- 
n e s e  ink  which was uncovered a f t e r  t h e  p a i n t  was r e -  
moved. 

Leaving my m e n & ,  wide m d  c k i e h e n ,  7 have 
come .to t h e  Gold Mountain because 7 am pooh. 
By v d o u n  m e w ,  I managed t o  ggathm a thousand 
and nome odd doMam and bougkt my panage t o  
Canada. Unexpectedty 7 l ~ w n  condined i n  t h e  
Cus;torm 0156ice whme 1 um nubjected t o  a medical 
checkup. They examined my eyen, tjohced me t o  
A I x L ~  t o  t h e  waint and akke 066 my pan12 t o  Lay 
bme  my body. What chimen have 1 committed? 
Why am 1 con&ined h m e  U e  a phinonm? SLtting 
alone i n  t h e  c e l l ,  7 dwayn tktink 06  my pahen&. 
My deah d&ow coun&ymen, wahh hmd h m e !  
AStm you m e  dinmcia.Uy nucceno Bd, hetuhn 
t o  y o u  motheheand and help build y o u  mo&etr 
coun&y o&ong and hich. 

Two 'poems' were carved with a  sharp  p o i n t  on a  
wal l  i n  1919. 

7 have dwayn yemned t o  go t o  t h e  Gold Mountain. 
B u t  i m t e a d  Lt it h e l l ,  f,uH 0 6  Izcurdhkipn. 7 MUA 
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ddained i n  a phi.40~ and t e r n  hoUed down my 
cheehn. 
My wide at home LA l t a g h g  doh my l M m ,  
Who can doh&& when 1 W be able t o  h & m  
home? 
1 cannot sleep b e c u e  my he.ant LA ,$dYed luith 
h d e .  When 1 think od t h e  doheign bahbahians, 
my angm wd.iee hihe hky high. They p u l  me in j d  
and make me duddm W mine~~y.  1 moan untie 
t h e  e d y  dawn, 
B u R  who W cornole me heJLe. 

Not hdd  a cup od hice can be scooped dhom t h e  
Pot;  
U OWL ho~~ewane  i~ wm and torn; 
OWL house LA inapidated.  
YOWL gambling has dtLiven us t o  pov&y. 
In t e a m ,  I beg you t o  hephent. 
You m e  l;ontunate f i  have an e l d m  bhothm La pay 
youh h a d  tax. 

Always hemehbm yowr ghatitude t o  him.  

An anomymous person carved a 'poem' on a wa l l ,  
and another  'poem' e n t i t l e d  "My Wife 's  Admonishment" 
was w r i t t e n  i n  1911 i n  Chinese i nk  on another  wal l .  

1 am i n  phinon becaue I cow& h i c h e ~ .  
Dhiven by pove&y 1 saieed h u e  ovm the  choppy 
sea. 
Had I not had to tobouh doh money, 
1 uudd aeheady have h&med  home t o  China. 

My Wife's Admonishment 

You go abhoad t o  heck we&h becaune we ahe pooh. 
*In youh s o j o m ,  do not sow youh w i l d  o a h .  
Bedohe you d e w e d ,  1 en joined you t o  hemembm 
.that you have a wide and cki&&en at home. 

Pleaoe wohk clie-igentey and be dhugd with money. 
Twa yeah hence, kduhn home t o  sweep youh an- 
ce.~fitoh'~ tomb. 

Remembm, am back  m e  bahe; 

The Chinese w r i t i n g s  on t h e  wa l l s  of t h e  Immigration 
Building r e v e a l  how the  imprisoned Chinese f e l t ,  how t h e y  
were t r e a t e d  and why they  had emigrated t o  Canada. Al-  
though they  may n o t  have been phys i ca l l y  abused, they  
must have been shaken psychologica l ly  by t h e  incarcera-  
t i o n  experience.  Along with t he  Chinese, F i l i p i n o s ,  
Japanese and o t h e r  Asian people  who passed through t h e  
bu i l d ing  doors a l s o  l e f t  t h e i r  thoughts  on t he  wa l l s  of 
t h e  c e l l s .  Now t h a t  t h e  bu i l d ing  has  been demolished, 
t h e  inner  anguish of  t h e  e a r l y  Asian immigrants t o  B . C .  
through t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  have a l s o  vanished. 

1. AppLication t o  Conneot Wah S e w e ~ ,  Plan No. 3362, 
November 5 ,  1908, C i t y  of V ic to r i a ,  V ic to r i a ,  B.C. 
2. Persona l  communication wi th  C l i f f o r d  Reid, a former 
immigration o f f i c e r  and a few e l d e r l y  Chinese who d id  
n o t  want t o  be  i d e n t i f i e d .  
3. Janeda, A. "The Old Immigration Building, ' '  BeckXey 
FaAm News, 1-3, September, 1977, p .  9. 
4. An open l e t t e r  t o  Mayor and Council by R.P. Hornby, 
P r e s iden t  of James Bay Res idents  League, November 2 ,  1977. 
5. Storey,  L. "Ruin Doomed i n  James Bay," Monday Maga- 
Z h 2 ,  November 21-27, 1977, p. 7. 
6. Campbell, P.C. CbLin~e Coofie Ekghation t o  Cound%ien 
Wah t h e  Bhitinh Emphe ( ~ a i p e i :  Ch'eng wen, 1970) pp. 
2-7. 
7. "Scores Treatment of O r i e n t a l s  i n  V ic to r i a , "  The D d y  
Colonht ,  February 7, 1923, p. 1. 
8. With t h e  permission of t h e  demoli t ion workers'  f o r e -  
man, t h e  w r i t e r  c u t  o f f  t h r ee  p i ece s  from the  wa l l s  wi th  
Chinese w r i t i n g s  f o r  f u t u r e  d i sp l ay .  

Chuen-Ym David L a i  t eaches  geography a t  t h e  Univers i ty  
of  V ic to r i a .  
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P A L A K A  P O W E R :  
C U L T U R A L  R E V I V A L I S M  I N  H A W A I I  

by Dan Sh imabuku 

Like t h e  Pdaha d o t h  t h a t  photected ouh people 
against t h e  wind, nun, d u t ,  and t h e  tuna'n  
(oveh5eeA1n1 wkipn, Pdaka Powen W photect 
t h e  people'n intehem%. . . . 

WHERE HAWAII CAME FROM 

Hawaii, t h e  Aloha S t a t e ,  was admit ted i n t o  t h e  
union of t h e  United S t a t e s  of America, a s  t h e  50 th  
s t a t e ,  i n  1959-- a commonly known b i t  of h i s t o r y .  
But what occurred t o  culminate i n  t h a t  much hera ld-  
ed event?  The fo l lowing  can e a s i l y  be gleaned from 
most ge ne ra l  h i s t o r i e s  on Hawaii-- I used t h e  w- 
clopedia  B r i t ann i ca ,  Volume 11, 1973, and t h e  Ency- 
c lopedia  Americana, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ed i t i on ,  Volume 
14 ,  1970. And, i f  what you a r e  about t o  read seems 
incredulous  t o  you, go look it up f o r  yourse l f !  

A Sovae ign  Nation 

It a l l  began on t h a t  f a t e f u l  day i n  1778, when 
Capt. James Cook, an English nav iga to r ,  landed on 
t h e  beaches of Kealakekua Bay, and dubbed h i s  new 
d iscovery  t h e  Sandwich I s l a n d s  a f t e r  h i s  pa t ron  t h e  
E a r l  of Sandwich (himself a  no t ab l e  d i scovered ,  but  
of c u i s i n e  r a t h e r  than  people) .  Perhaps Capt. Cook 
i g n i t e d  t h e  n a t i v e s  i n t o  c i v i l  wars and eventua l  
u n i f i c a t i o n  of a l l  of Hawaii under t h e  g r ea t  war- 
r io r -k ing ,  Kamehameha I. Af te r  a  long s e r i e s  of 
bloody campaigns, King Kamehameha I dec la red  him- 
s e l f  s o l e  r u l e r  and governor of t h e  Hawaiian Is- 
l ands  i n  1810. He was a  j u s t  and s t r ong  king.  It 
i s  s a i d  t h a t  dur ing  h i s  r e i g n ,  " the  o l d ,  men and 
women, and l i t t l e  ch i l d r en  could s l e e p  s a f e l y  i n  
t h e  highways. " L: 

H i s  successors ,  Kamehameha I1 and Kamehameha 
111, forged Hawaii i n t o  a  sovere ign ,  i n t e r n a t i o n -  m Y 
a l l y  respec ted  and peacefu l  n a t i o n .  Hawaiian am- 

a, bassadors  were s e n t  abroad t o  be rece ived  by heads c .- 
of s t a t e  of Europe and t h e  United S t a t e s .  I n  1839,  Y 
t h e  Declara t ion  of Rights  was e s t a b l i s h e d ;  it was 
Hawaii 's  Magna Car ta .  The Edic t  of To l e r a t i on  was 
s igned on June 17 ,  1839, and, on October 8 ,  1840, 
t h e  Hawaiian Cons t i t u t i on  guaranteed a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
body of l e g i s l a t o r s  e l e c t ed  by t h e  people,  a  c i v i l  
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c o u r t  system and a  Hawaiian Supreme Court .  In  1842, 
t h e  laws of  t h e  land were publ i shed .  Hawai i ' s  o f f i -  
c i a l  motto was Ua mauke eao ka aina i ka pono, " t h e  
l i f e  of t h e  land i s  perpe tua ted  i n  r igh teousness . ' '  
The o l d  f e u d a l  r u l e s  and p o l y t h e i s t i c  r e l i g i o n  were 
c a s t  a s i d e  f o r  a  new democracy founded on C h r i s t i a n -  
i t y .  

But Hawaii was t o o  smal l  a  n a t i o n  t o  wi ths tand  
t h e  t i d e s  of g l o b a l  co lon ia l i sm.  I n  1887, King Kala- 
kaua was forced  t o  open P e a r l  Harbor a s  a  n a v a l  s t a -  
t i o n  and c o a l i n g  base .  And on t h a t  r a i n y  day of Jan- 
uary  1 7 ,  1893, U.S. Marines walked up t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
c a p i t a l ,  t h e  magni f icen t  I o l a n i  P a l a c e ,  and imprison- 
ed Hawaii ' s  most beloved monarch, Queen L i l i u o k a l a n i ,  
s i s t e r  of t h e  r e c e n t l y  deceased King Kalakaua. Queen 
L i l i u o k a l a n i ,  d e s t i n e d  t o  d i e  behind locked d o o r s ,  
was indeed a  P a c i f i c  jewel t h r u s t  i n t o  t h e  darkness  
of b o d i l y  enslavement. Yet her  s p i r i t  soared  a s  she  
composed, whi le  i n  p r i s o n ,  l a s t i n g  works of p o e t r y  
and music which cont inue  t o  s t i r  t h e  h e a r t s  of a l l  
n a t i v e  peoples  of Hawaii. 

E a s i l y  p u t t i n g  down a  s e r i e s  of p a t h e t i c  i n s u r -  
r e c t i o n s  which surged on u n t i l  1895, t h e  United S t a t e s  
secured t h e  I s l a n d s  a s  t h e i r  own. James Michener 's  
Pahadine od xhe Pacidic was proclaimed a  r e p u b l i c ,  
w i t h  Sanford B. Dole a s  t h e  " l i b e r a t e d "  n a t i o n ' s  new 
p r e s i d e n t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  same Sanford Dole who was Ha- 
w a i i ' s  p ineapple  baron.  Almost t h e  n e x t  day,  P r e s i -  
den t  Dole, reques ted  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress 
annex Hawaii a s  a  t e r r i t o r y ,  and,  of course ,  i t  imme- 
d i a t e l y  was. 

The popula t ion  of Hawaii grew and t h e  n a t i v e  peo- 
p l e  soon began t h e i r  r a p i d  d e c l i n e .  Hawaii was con- 
v e r t e d  i n t o  America 's  s t ronghold  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean, 

and became t h e  American back door t o  t h e  O r i e n t .  Scho- 
f i e l d  b a r r a c k s  expanded t o  be America's l a r g e s t  perma- 
n e n t  army p o s t .  P e a r l  Harbor was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  ma- 
j o r  U.S. n a v a l  base  by an a c t  of  Congress i n  1908. 
There was no t u r n i n g  back,  n e i t h e r  f o r  t h e  Hawaiians 
nor f o r  any o t h e r  of t h e  c o u n t l e s s  d imin ish ing  breeds  
of humanity sub juga ted  by c o l o n i a l  powers throughout  
t h e  world.  

So t h a t ' s  where Hawaii came from. Now, where i s  
t h e  S t a t e  of Hawaii going? This  q u e s t i o n  i s  e x a c t l y  
what motivated me t o  w r i t e .  

THE MEANING O F  PALAKA POWER 

A t  t h e  h e a r t  of t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  a  22-page pam- 
p h l e t ,  e n t i t l e d  P&ka Powa. It was w r i t t e n  by my 
c o u s i n ,  David Hagino, and widely p u b l i c i z e d  by h i s  
c l o s e  f r i e n d  and a s s o c i a t e ,  John Waihee ( s e e  i n s e r t s ) .  
I can b e s t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  i n s p i r i n g  pamphlet by 
quot ing  from i t s  c r i t i c s .  

Some may say t h e  pamphlet is  r a c i s t  and a n t i -  
whi te .  P e t e r  Rosegg, Honolulu A d v e r t i s e r  E d i t o r i a l  
W r i t e r ,  po in ted  o u t :  " looking t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  some 
palaka advoca tes  s e e  t h e  need f o r  u n i t y  among non- 
whi tes  h e r e  a s  Caucasians become t h e  l a r g e s t  minori-  
t y  and edge toward a  s imple  major i ty . ' '  "Some new 
people seem unaware of and u n i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Hawai i ' s  
uniqueness .  For them Hawaii i s  j u s t  a  speck i n  t h e  
ocean w i t h  beach and good weather .  They a r e  n o t  be- 
coming p a r t  of t h e  l o c a l  i d e n t i t y  of c r e a t i n g  a  new 
one,  they  j u s t  t r a n s p o r t  ano ther  p l a c e  ( o f t e n  des-  
c r i b e d  a s  a  nubukb O Q  L . A . )  h e r e . "  

Richard Borreca,  Honolulu A d v e r t i s e r  P o l i t i c a l  
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Wri t e r ,  perhaps understood t h e  s i t u a t i o n  when he  
wrote:  "Waihee e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  b a s i s  of 
O r i e n t a l  and Hawaiian th ink ing .  The oppos i t e ,  i nd i -  
v i d u a l  over  t h e  community, i n t o l e r a n c e ,  d i s r e s p e c t  
f o r  t h e  land and a l a c k  of commitment a r e  a l l  uJenZeJtn 
i d e a s .  " 

Some may view i t  a l l  a s  s u b t l y  oppo r tun i s t i c .  
J e r r y  Bur r i s ,  Honolulu Adve r t i s e r  P o l i t i c a l  Wr i t e r ,  
repor ted  on December 17 ,  1978, soon a f t e r  t h e  s t a t e  
e l e c t i o n s :  "Freshman, S t a t e  Representa t ive  David 
Hagino, D-12th D i s t r i c t ,  s e e s  himself  a s  r i d i n g  a 
h i s t o r i c a l  wave t h a t  gained momentum dur ing  t h e  1960s 
and i s  about t o  c r e s t  a s  Hawaiian p o l i t i c s  e n t e r  t h e  
1980s. " 

I n  t h e  pamphlet,  c i r c u l a t e d  among f e l l ow  sup- 
p o r t e r s  and law s tuden t s  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Hawaii,  
David Hagino proposed t h a t  t h e  fo l lowing  p o s i t i v e  
measures be ac t ed  upon by t h e  1978 C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Convention. 

** We must ensure  t h e  p r e se rva t i on  of t h e  ' a i n a  
( l a nd ) .  "We must c o n t r o l  growth and popula t ion  i n  
Hawaii. I f  we cont inue  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we w i l l  a l -  
ways have water  and energy,  we w i l l  never  s e r i o u s l y  
c o n t r o l  our  growth and popula t ion  and t h e  'aifla w i l l  
cont inue  t o  be desecra ted ."  

** I d l e  m i l i t a r y  land must aga in  be of b e n e f i t  
t o  t h e  people of Hawaii. "Lands c u r r e n t l y  he ld  by 
t h e  Federa l  Government t h a t  can be re turned  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  should pa s s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Hawaiian Homes Com- 
miss ion  o r  t o  a Nat ive  Hawaiian Corporat ion t o  be 
composed of & Native Hawaiians who a r e  r e s i d e n t s  of 
Hawaii. 

** We must p r e se rve  t h e  c u l t u r e  of n a t i v e  peo- 
p l e s :  "The l e g i s l a t u r e  should pa s s  a t a x  on t o u r i s t  
r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  revenues c o l l e c t e d  s h a l l  
be  placed i n  a Hawaiian P re se rva t i on  Fund t o  be  used 
f o r  t h e  p r e se rva t i on  and promotion of Hawaiian cul-  
t u r e .  " 

** We must have community c o n t r o l  of our  news- 
papers .  The media should be  accountab le  t o  t h e  in -  
t e r e s t  of l o c a l  Hawaiians. 

Th i s  i s  t h e  meaning of Palaka Power. It i s  ou t  
of a pass ion  f o r  Hawaii and t o  p r e se rve  a l l  which is 
t r u l y  Hawaiian t h a t  mot iva tes  l o c a l  peoples l i k e  
Hagino and Waihee t o  speak o u t ,  run f o r  o f f i c e ,  and 
push f o r  new l e g i s l a t i o n .  They a r e  n o t  m i l i t a n t  ac- 
t i v i s t s  o r  pawns of f o r e ign  powers, n e i t h e r  a r e  they  
r a c i s t s .  They a r e  pure ly  and simply good Hawaiians. 

But I st i l l  have no t  answered t h e  ques t i on  of 
Hawaii 's  f u tu r e .  

THE FUTURE 

L e t ' s  f a ce  r e a l i t y !  Hawaii i s  no longer  v i a b l e  
a s  an independent r epub l i c .  Economically, p o l i t i -  
c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y ,  Hawaii i s  t o o  f i rm ly  t i e d  t o  t h e  
rest of t h e  United S t a t e s .  There is  no t u rn ing  back. 
Palaka Power i s  without  subs tance  because t h e  des t ruc-  
t i o n  of t h e  'aifla, s o  feared  by Palaka Power advo- 
c a t e s ,  may a l r eady  be beyond r e p a i r .  These nob l e  
prophets  a r e  c ry ing  i n  t h e  wi lderness  and t h e  wolves 
a r e  coming t o  devour them. Hawaii i s  already-- and 
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l o l a n i  P a l a c e  

Z)avid HagLno, one of t h e  main suppo r t e r s  of 
t h e  Palaka Power ideology,  is  a Hawaiian of 
Japanese de scen t .  Af te r  f i n i s h i n g  law school  
i.n Missouri  and a d i f f i c u l t  per iod  of t r a v e l -  
l i n g  and soul -search ing ,  Hagino i s  s t a r t i n g  
t o  make h i s  mark on I s l and  p o l i t i c s .  A form- 
e r  s tudent  a c t i v i s t  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Ha- 
w a i i ,  he was e l e c t e d  a s  a S t a t e  Representa- 
t i v e  f o r  a major d i s t r i c t .  A s  he once s a i d ,  
" I f  you have a goa l  of how s o c i e t y  can be a 
l i t t l e  b e t t e r ,  maybe p o l i t i c s  can be  an ave- 
nue toward t h a t  goal ."  Said Hagino, "I have 
a v i s i o n  of what Hawaii could be l i k e .  There 
i s  a growing awareness among Hawaii 's  young 
people of what has  happened t o  t h e i r  cu l t u r e . "  

D a v i d  H a g i n o  



John Waihee, 111, is a native Hawaiian attor- 
ney at law. He is one of the several young 
native lawyers who are making a difference in 
Hawaiian society. His belief in the principle 
of Palaka Power runs deep. "The goal," said 
Waihee, "is to preserve what is best in Hawai- 
ian culture, the ideal. It is importance 
placed on family relations and friends rather 
than impersonal or ideological ties that may 
place individual achievements above all else. 
It is the tolerant, non-confrontation style 
of getting things done." Asserts Waihee, "It 
is the notion of &ha ' a h a - -  that the land 
is a resource, a provider, rather than a com- 
modity. I' 

has been since approximately 1970-- a suburb of Los 
Angeles, a Californian footstool, a big backyard 
swimming pool of the United States. The demographic 
trends toward Mainland dominance appear unchangeable. 
The virtually complete indoctrination of the vast ma- 
jority of local peoples in the virtues and pleasures 
of the Amc?nican Way results in the steady flow of lo- 
cal peoples from Hawaii to California and beyond. 
Success is defined as it should be, according to Wab- 
ULJT btanda/rds, namely-- learn proper English, accept 
the haole'b (whiteman's) concepts, make money, and, 
if that means leaving Hawaii, then by all means leave 
Hawaii! Hagino and Waihee are among the few good men 
who have resisted the Siren's of the Mainland. 

A Comik~g Home? 

But does this mean that Hawaii is doomed to be 
forever like California? I think not. At least I 
hope not. After reading the pamphlet on Palaka Power 
and receiving the comments of John Waihee and others, 
I am convinced that Hawaii and the Hawaiians will nev- 
er die. Their cultural identity is still strong. 
Perhaps this b u b ~ r b  0 6  L.A. can change again, and Ha- 
waiian culture and society undergo a revival. As the 
collective consciousness of the people rises to meet 
those of the leaders of this new cultural awareness, 
we may see a coming home of the lost Hawaiians. Like 
the Jews, we can recapture our homeland and rebuild. 
And like the state of Israel, the kingdom of David 
(for us, Kamehameha) will be resurrected in spirit, 
while our real kingdom will be a modern state. The 
Hawaiian diaspora, beginning in the late 1950s, can 
be reversed. There is no turning back, but there can 
be a coming home. I see the scattered sons and daugh- 
ters of Hawaii returning-- h e t h g  t o  t h e  place 0 6  
th& b&h. 

David Hagino wrote these words: 

Palaka h a asRhong c l o t h .  It does not  
have t h e  dm W y  on t h e  nhem 0 6  b i l k .  I t  f l  hepnesents t e b&~ength 06 o m  people. We 
wehe ba30ng enough t o  bneak t h e  gh ip  06 t h e  
K g  5 (representative of the Hawaiian planta- 
tion system), t o  toge a b h 3 U ~  Woad W a t L  11, 
and t o  emehge anom a depnesbion. We wLU be 
bsRhong enough t o  n e w  Kaho'otawe and t o  
a t a b t h h  a unique c W e  60h OWL ckiedtren'b 
ckiedhen. 

************* 
Dan Skimabuhu, a native of Hawaii, received his 
Ph.D. degree from UCLA in 1978. 
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Separation: 

Bangladesh and Quebec 

Timur Khan 

1980 w i l l  be an h i s t o r i c  y e a r  o f  d e c i s i o n  f o r  
Quebec j u s t  a s  1971 was f o r  Bangladesh. While many 
s i m i l a r i t i e s  e x i s t  between t h e  road t o  s e p a r a t i o n  
and independence of Quebec and E a s t  Pak is tan ,  t h e r e  
a r e  a l s o  important  d i f f e r e n c e s .  It would t h e r e f o r e  
b e  worthwhile  t o  examine t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  analogy be- 
tween Canada and a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  Asian country.  

HlSTORICAL BACKGROUND 

P a k i s t a n  was envisoned by t h e  phi losopher-poet  
Mohammed I q b a l  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  of con t iguous  Muslim 
p a r t s  of Northwest I n d i a .  Eventua l ly ,  J innah  w i t h  
overwhelming Muslim support  c r e a t e d  a  unique coun- 
t r y  i n  1947 a t  t h e  t ime of I n d i a ' s  independence. Pa- 
k i s t a n  was unique i n  two ways. F i r s t ,  i t  was a  coun- 
t r y  c r e a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n .  Se- 
cond, i t  was a  count ry  s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  two p a r t s  (West 
and Eas t  P a k i s t a n )  by 1,000 m i l e s  of I n d i a n  t e r r i t o r y .  
The West had f o u r  c u l t u r a l  groups w h i l e  t h e  E a s t  was 
predominant ly Bengal i  i n  c u l t u r e  and language. 

I n  t h e  1940 Lahore r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  P a k i s t a n  
Muslim League ( J i n n a h ' s  p a r t y ) .  i t  was decided t h a t  - v -  

t h e r e  w ~ u l d  be  two s e p a r a t e  sovere ign  Muslim s t a t e s  
in  I n d i a  a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s t s .  
h e  s t a t e  was t o  b e  in Northwest I n d i a  and t h e  o t h e r  
i n  Nor theas t  I n d i a .  But t h e  E a s t  Bengal i  Muslims them- 
s e l v e s  opted i n  1946 f o r  a  s i n g l e ,  sovere ign  Muslim 
s t a t e  c a l l e d  Pakis tan .  

A f e d e r a l  s t a t e  wi th  a  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  system ex- 
i s t e d  i n  P a k i s t a n  between 1947 and 1958. During t h i s  
p e r i o d  were f o u r  p r o v i n c i a l  governments i n  t h e  West 
and one f o r  t h e  E a s t .  A f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of  s e v e r a l  
f e d e r a l  governments and cont inuous  squabbling between 
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  strongman Ayub Khan took 
over  i n  1958 w i t h  popular  suppor t .  Th is  s t a r t e d  a  
1 3  year  per iod  o f  m i l i t a r y  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  Ayub Khan 
welded t h e  f o u r  Western p r o v i n c e s  i n t o  a  "One Unit" 
s o  t h a t  on ly  two prov inces  exis ted--  E a s t  and West 
Pak is tan .  

Between 1947 and 1958, economic development was 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  than i n  t h e  p e r i o d  of  m i l i t a r y  r u l e .  
I n  t h e  p r e - m i l i t a r y  e r a ,  t h e  E a s t  had some p o l i t i c a l  

- i n f l u e n c e  a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  l e v e l ,  b u t  a f t e r  1958, t h e  
E a s t  was depr ived  of  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  power i n  t h e  cen- 
t r a l  government l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  West (a l though  t h e  Eas t  
had 55% of  t h e  popula t ion ,  i t  had o n l y  h a l f  t h e  s e a t s ) .  

S ince  t h e  Ayub regime fol lowed t h e  U.S. c a p i t a l -  
ist model of  development, most new e n t r e p r e n e u r s  were 
based i n  t h e  West which i n v e s t e d  l a r g e l y  i n  a r e a s  

w i t h  a  good i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  A m a j o r i t y  of t h i s  in- 
vestement went t o  t h e  West-- i n  l a r g e  urban c e n t r e s  
l i k e  Karachi .  

The Ayub regime a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of 
E a s t  Pak is tan  by t h e  West i n  terms of  t h e  imbalance 
i n  economic development and p o l i t i c a l  power. I t  a l s o  
c r e a t e d  monopoly c a p i t a l i s t s  who regarded t h e  Eas t  
a s  p r i m a r i l y  a  good market f o r  consumer goods from 
t h e  West. Twenty-five f a m i l i e s  (most ly Flesterhers)  
c o n t r o l l e d  80% of banking and 60% of i n d u s t r y  i n  1968. 

I n  1948, J i n n a h ,  t h e  founder  o f  P a k i s t a n ,  d e c l a r e d  
Urdu (spoken i n  t h e  West) a s  t h e  o n l y  n a t i o n a l  lang-  
uage t o  a  mass r a l l y  i n  E a s t  Pak is tan .  He was d e f i -  
a n t l y  opposed by a s t u d e n t  l e a d e r  named Sheikh Mujib 
who e v e n t u a l l y  became founder  of Bangladesh. Although 
Urdu, Bangla and Engl i sh  were t h e  o f f i c i a l  languages 
i n  Ayub Khan's c o n s t i t u t i o n  of 1962, t h e  E a s t  was, i n  
p r a c t i c e ,  s u b j e c t e d  t o  l i n g u i s t i c  imperial ism.  While 
t h e  Bengal i  working c l a s  was forced  t o  use Urdu f o r  
work and o t h e r  purposes i n  t h e  West, t h e  s i z a b l e  Urdu- 
speaking B i h a r i  m i n o r i t y  and Westerners  i n  t h e  E a s t  
g e n e r a l l y  could n o t  speak Bangla and t h e i r  Bengal i  
s u b o r i n a t e s  and co-workers had t o  use  Urdu o r  Engl i sh  
f o r  communications. A t  t h e  s o c i a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  Western- 
e r s  cons idered  Benga l i s  a s  i n f e r i o r  and t h e y  were 
s t e r e o t y p e d  a s  "lazy" o r  " they  breed l i k e  r a b b i t s " .  
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Ayub Khan Deposed 

In  1969, Ayub Khan was swept away by mass p r o t e s t s  
both i n  t h e  Eas t  and t h e  West. General  Yahya Khan took 
over  and promised e l e c t i o n s  i n  December, 19j0.  Sheikh 
~ u j  i b '  s Awami League p a r t y  campaigned on a "6 po in t s"  

Mujib 

platform. The "6 po in t s"  promised r e g i o n a l  autonomy 
t o  t h e  Western prov inces  and maximum autonomy and power 
f o r  t h e  Eas t .  It wanted t h e  Eas t  t o  have an indepen- 
den t  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  p o l i c y ,  i t s  own p a r a - m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  
and curbs  on t h e  o u t f l o w  o f  c a p i t a l  from t h e  E a s t .  

J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  i n  November, 1971, h i s -  
t o r y ' s  most d e v a s t a t i n g  cyc lone  s t r u c k  Eas t  P a k i s t a n  
and k i l l e d  30,000 people.  T h i s  was, perhaps,  t h e  l a s t  
s t r a w  f o r  t h e  Benga l i s .  They vo ted  overwhelmingly f o r  
Muj ib ' s  p a r t y  which had a l l  i t s  s e a t s  i n  t h e  E a s t  and 
a m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Assembly. Bhutto, t h e  win-  
n e r  i n  t h e  West wanted a "Grand Coal i t ion"  wi th  Mujib 
who r e j e c t e d  t h i s  scheme. Bhutto was adamant. Yahya 
Khan hedged i n  t r a n s f e r r i n g  power t o  Mujib. Consequent- 
l y ,  on March 7, 1971, Mujib s topped j u s t  s h o r t  o f  de- 
c l a r i n g  independence. Chaos re igned  i n  t h e  Eas t .  The 
Benga l i s  massacred many Bihar i s .  Yahya panicked and 
unleased t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  t h e  E a s t  on March 26, 1971. 
The Awami League was banned. Mujib was a r r e s t e d  and 
t h e  army massacred many s e p a r a t i s t s .  I n  November, 
1971, I n d i a ,  supported by  t h e  U.S.S.R., invaded and 
" l i b e r a t e d "  Eas t  Pak is tan .  It used t h e  excuse t h a t  
m i l l i o n s  of Bengal i  r e f u g e e s  i n  I n d i a  were c r e a t i n g  a 
heavy burden on t h e  I n d i a n  economy. Mujib r u l e d  t h e  
I n d i a n  v a s s a l  s t a t e  of Bangladesh from 1972 t o  1975 
when he and h i s  e n t i r e  fami ly  was massacred by  t h e  Ben- 
g a l i  army. He could  n o t  s o l v e  t h e  economic problems. 
Corrupt ion re igned  supreme. Although surrounded on 
t h r e e  s i d e s  by a huge neighbour-- I n d i a ,  Bangladesh ma- 
nages  t o  have a somewhat independent f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  Muj i b ' s  dea th .  

Quebec 

The Old World French and Engl i sh  c u l t u r e s  were 
t r a n s p l a n t e d  t o  what i s  now Canada i n  t h e  16 th  and 17 th  
c e n t u r i e s .  Along w i t h  t h i s  was t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  r i v a l -  
r y .  But, t h e  French c u l t u r e  had a n  i n n e r  r e s i l i e n c e  
t h a t  made i t  s u r v i v e  through a l l  t h e  t r i a l s  and t r i b u -  
l a t i o n s  of  h i s t o r v .  One o t h e r  f a c t o r  r e s ~ o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h i s  was t h a t  t h e - ~ r i t i s h  e s s e n t i a l l y  l e f ;  t h e  French 
Quebecois t o  mind t h e i r  own a f f a i r s .  T h i s  i s  a f a r  c r y  
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from t h e  French i n  Louis iana  where t h e  p r e s s u r e s  of  t h e  
"melt ing pot" have caused t h e  French c u l t u r e  t o  v i r -  
t u a l l y  d i sappear .  

In  1771, London c rea ted  Upper ( t h e  Great Lakes r e -  
gion of  Ontar io )  and Lower ( t h e  a r e a  of  Quebec) Canada. 
Although Lower Canada had a  h i g h e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  bo th  
p a r t s  had e q u a l  s e a t s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  born o u t  o f  
t h e  1840 Act of  Union. Moreover, Lower Canada had t o  
s h a r e  e q u a l l y  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h igher  d e b t  of Upper 
Canada. 

The Confederat ion o f  1867 jo ined  Quebec, Onta r io ,  
Nova S c o t i a  and New Brunswick i n t o  a  new country-- 
Canada. The Quebec M.P. 's were r a t h e r  d iv ided  about  
j o i n i n g  t h e  Confederat ion.  A l a r g e  number-- 22 M.P.'s 
d i d  n o t  want Quebec t o  j o i n  while  27 wanted Confedera- 
t i o n .  Since t h e  popula t ion  of  Quebec was never  asked 
t o  s t a t e  i t s  p r e f e r e n c e ,  according t o  t h e  P a r t i  Que- 
b e c o i s ,  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  necessary  t o  have a  referendum. 
Compared t o  t h e  1840 Union where Quebec had h a l f  t h e  
s e a t s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i n  1867, Quebec had o n l y  
35% of Canada's popula t ion  and t h e  same percentage of  
t h e  par l i amenta ry  s e a t s .  Th is  r e p r e s e n t e d  an e r o s i o n  
of Quebec power. According t o  Ouebec s e p a r a t i s t s ,  
Quebec faced  a  t h r e e - f o l d  t h r e a t  t o  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  pow- 
e r  and consequent ly  i t s  r i g h t s  a f t e r  1867. 

The L o s t  of  Power 

The growing Confederat ion acqui red  new provinces  
bo th  e a s t  and west of Quebec which were a l l  English-  
speaking.  Quebec now f a c e s  9  o t h e r  Engl i sh  prov inces .  

While t h e  1867 Confederat ion gave c o n s i d e r a b l e  
r e g i o n a l  autonomy t o  the  prov inces ,  a l l  new j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n s  l i k e  n u c l e a r  power o r  telecommunications were 
usurped by Ottawa. The r e s t  of Canada being Engl i sh  
c o n s i d e r s  Canada a s  a  " u n i t a r y v 1  s t a t e  whi le  o n l y  Que- 
bec has b a t t l e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  " f e d e r a l "  s t r u c t u r e .  

Quebec's popula t ion  i s  now 27% of t h e  whole of 
Canada. By 2001, i t  w i l l  be  23% which means t h a t  
75 s e a t s  o u t  o f  325 i n  t h e  par l i ament  would s t i l l  be  
a l l o t t e d .  

Before t h e  1 9 6 0 7 s ,  Quebec was s u b j e c t e d  t o  p o l i -  
t i c a l ,  economic, s o c i a l  and l i n g u i s t i c  oppress ion  by 
English Canada. P o l i t i c a l l y ,  c o n s c r i p t i o n  was forced  
on Quebec dur ing  t h e  two World Wars. Economically, 
Onta r io  h a s  b e n e f i t t e d  by Confederat ion more than 
Quebec. The Engl i sh  c o n t r o l  t h e  economies i n  Quebec 
and t h e  r e s t  of Canada. The Engl i sh  m i n o r i t y  i n  Que- 
bec had a l l  t h e  b e t t e r  jobs  w h i l e  t h e  Quebecois were 
t h e  workers, clergymen, d e n t i s t s  and downtrodden of 
French s o c i e t y .  L i n g u i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e  Ouebecois were 
fo rced  t o  speak Engl i sh ,  even a t  the  work p lace .  
The Engl i sh  g e n e r a l l y  d i d  n o t  b o t h e r  t o  l e a r n  o r  t o  
use French. In o t h e r  p rov inces ,  French speakers  
were fo rced  t o  use Engl i sh  a s  t h e i r  working language 
S o c i a l l y ,  t h e  Ouebecois were s te reo typed  a s  "dumb", 
" lazy",  "having too many ch i ld ren"  and " i n f e r i o r " .  
The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Quebecois were Roman C a t h o l i c s  was 
n o t  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  endeared t h e  Engl i sh  who 
were predominantly P r o t e s t a n t  t o  them. 

Bangladesh and Quebec: D i f f e r e n c e s  

A hos t  of  p a r a l l e l s  e x i s t  between Bangladesh and 
Quebec i n  terms of p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, l i n g u i s t i c ,  
and s o c i a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  But t h e  important  d i f f e r e n -  
c e s  a r e :  

** Bengal i s  were a  m a j o r i t y  while  t h e  Ouebecois 
a r e  a  m i n o r i t y  i n  Canada. 

;t* Canada h a s  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i t i c a l  in -  
s t i t u t i o n s .  In  Bangladesh, they a r e  f l u i d  and 
uns tab le .  
** Canada i s  a  F i r s t  World country while  Banpla- 
desh i s  a  Thi rd  World country i n  terms of  eco- 
nomic development. 
** The English-Quebecois r i v a l r y  has h i s t o r i c  
r o o t s  going back c e n t u r i e s .  Riva l ry  between Ben- 
g a l i s  and those  i n  West Pak is tan  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  
b e f o r e  t h e  1960 ' s .  
** Eas t  and West Pak is tan  were p h y s i c a l l y  separa-  
t e d ,  bu t  i t  i s  n o t  so  wi th  Ouebec and Canada. 
"* Foreign i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be  a  
c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  i n  Quebec's road t o  s e p a r a t i o n  
than  was t h e  case  of E a s t  Pak is tan .  

Although E a s t  Pak is tan  never  r e a l l y  vo ted  f o r  in -  
dependence, t h e s e  arguments could have been used f o r  
s e p a r a t i o n  : 

** Once t h e  Benga l i s  have p o l i t i c a l  independence, 
they can p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  language and de- 
ve lop  economical ly.  
** An independent Bangladesh can s u r v i v e  on i t s  
own. I t  has  adequate r e s o u r c e s  l i k e  j u t e  and t e a  
f o r  expor t .  
** The u n i t y  wi th  West Pak is tan  i s  a r t i f i c i a l  
i n  terms of t h e  1,000 m i l e s  s e p a r a t i o n .  Such a  
geographica l  f r e a k  cannot s u r v i v e  f o r  long.  More- 
over ,  Islam-- t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  c r e a t i o n  
i s  u s e l e s s .  No I s lamic  s t a t e  e x i s t s  i n  p r a c t i c e  
i n  P a k i s t a n .  
I f  E a s t  P a k i s t a n  d i d  n o t  s e p a r a t e ,  t h e  West would 
have cont inued i t s  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  Eas t .  
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S i m i l a r 1  y, Ouebec s e p a r a t i s t s  a rgue  t h a t  : 

** With Sovereignty-Associat ion,  Ouebec can pre- 
s e r v e  i t s  French h e r i t a g e  and p r o t e c t  i t s  p o l i t i -  
c a l  and economic i n t e r e s t s .  I t  w i l l  be  an equa l  
p a r t n e r  wi th  Canada. 
* *  Ouebec can s u r v i v e  on i t s  own wi th  i ts  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  l i k e  hydropower, minera l s  and a  wel l -  
t r a i n e d  work f o r c e .  
** Without independence, Quebec i s  doomed t o  a  
m i n o r i t y  s t a t u s  i n  Canada and t h e  cont inuous 
n i b b l i n g  away o f  i t s  p r o v i n c i a l  powers by t h e  cen- 
t r a l i z i n g  t h r u s t  o f  Ottawa. 

(!lhy Not t o  S e p m . t e ?  

The f e d e r a l i s t  camp can l i k e w i s e  a rgue  f o r  i t s  
cause i n  P a k i s t a n  i n  1970 t o  1971. 

** The p h y s i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  two p a r t s  i s  
n o t  a  major problem. P a k i s t a n  h a s  managed t o  sur -  
v i v e  f o r  23  y e a r s  and 2  wars wi th  Ind ia  
** I t  i s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  d i c t a t o r s h i p  and t h e  U.S. 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l  model of development t h a t  a r e  t o  
blame f o r  t h e  misery  of t h e  Eas t  and n o t  t h e  
West P a k i s t a n i s .  West P a k i s t a n i  masses and minor- 
i t y  p rov inces  have s u f f e r e d  e q u a l l y .  
** Bengal i  c u l t u r e  i s  n o t  t h r e a t e n e d .  A l l  f i l m s ,  
T.V. and r a d i o  programs i n  t h e  East a r e  i n  Bangla. 
** Separa t ion  l e d  by Muj ib ' s  p a r t y  w i l l  n o t  s o l v e  
t h e  b a s i c  economic problems of Eas t  Pak is tan .  More- 
o v e r ,  "independence" from P a k i s t a n  would o n l y  mean 
dependence on I n d i a  from where t h e  Eas t  P a k i s t a n i s  
had a l r e a d y  decided t o  s e p a r a t e  i n  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  of  
1947. 

Again, one h e a r s  t h e s e  arguments a g a i n s t  Quebec 
s e p a r a t i o n  (Sovereignty-Associat ion)  : 

** Quebec was e x p l o i t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  bu t  s i n c e  
t h e  " q u i e t  Revolution" of t h e  1960 ' s ,  Quebec h a s  
managed t o  n a t i o n a l i z e  i t s  hydropower and asbes-  
t o s .  B i l l  22, B i l l  101 and o t h e r  b i l l s  have e l e -  
v a t e d  t h e  s t a t u s  of French and p r o t e c t e d  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  s o v e r e i g n t y  of  Quebec i n  a r e a s  such a s  T.V., 
r a d i o  and f i l m s .  ** Quebec a l r e a d y  h a s  powers of  t a x a t i o n  and i t  
can  have independent economic p o l i c i e s  a s  w e l l ,  
e.g. t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  s a l e s  t a x  on c l o t h i n g  
and shoes  by P a r i z e a u  i n  t h e  1978 budget .  
** The f e d e r a l  system h e l p s  Quebec by t h e  "equ- 
a l i z a t i o n "  payments which a r e  pa id  t o  poor pro- 
v i n c e s  by us ing  t h e  s u r p l u s  wea l th  of  r i c h  pro- 
v i n c e s .  
** Only t h e  r e c e n t  Cla rk  government had no r e -  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  Quebec w h i l e  p rev ious  L i b e r a l  
governments r e l i e d  on Quebecois suppor t .  
**  The Ryan proposa l s  can change t h e  s t a t u s  quo 
f u r t h e r  i n  favour of  Quebec. 
** Economic problems of Quebec l i k e  unemployment 
w i l l  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i sappear  a f t e r  independence 
under t h e  soc ia l -democra t ic  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  P.Q. 
** I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  a  g r e a t  number of  Quebecois 
a r e  ga in ing  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  g e t t i n g  top  j o b s  
and becoming e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  
** French i s  Canada's second o f f i c i a l  language 
and t h e  f e d e r a l  government can s e r v e  Franco- 
phones i n  t h e i r  own language.  
** c o m e ,  one poweh6u.l ahgument t o  p4ehUve 
t h e  coun&Lq in  t h e  6ac.t t h a t  i n  un.ity t h e h e  LA 
h&Length. 

What Canada i s  exper ienc ing  now h a s  been exper i -  
enced by o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  t h e  U.S., Nigeria  and 
Pakis tan .  Bangladesh was the  o n l y  s u c c e s s f u l  s e p a r a t i o n  
i n  modern h i s t o r y .  A f t e r  Western A u s t r a l i a  i n  t h e  1930 ' s  
Quebec i s  t h e  second prov ince  i n  modern h i s t o r y  where 
t h e  people w i l l  vo te  on s e p a r a t i o n  i n  a  referendum. 

I n  t h e  pass ions ,  i d e a l s  and euphoria  of t h e  Bangla- 
desh s e p a r a t i o n  movement, t h e  masses were fooled i n t o  
b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  West P a k i s t a n i s  were t o t a l l y  r e s -  
p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  pover ty ,  d i s e a s e ,  cyclone d i s a s t e r s ,  
and s t a r v a t i o n .  P o l i t i c a l  independence was considered 
a  one and a l l  panacea t o  t h e i r  problems. H i s t o r y  h a s  
proven t h a t  t h e  Ind ian  puppet (and by proxy-- pro- 
S o v i e t ) ,  "Bangla Bunhu" Sheikh Muj i b  made m a t t e r s  worst  
economical ly because of h i s  middle c l a s s  p o l i c i e s  and 
p r e t e n s i o n s  from 1972 t o  1975. "Sonar Bangla" (Golden 
Bengal) ,  t h e  u t o p i a  of Bengal i  i d e a l i s t s  i s  s t i l l  a  
dream! A t r u l y  s o c i a l i s t  o r  I s lamic  s o c i a l i s t  system 
could have prevented t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and t ragedy  of 
East Pak is tan .  

In Quebec' s case ,  sovere ign ty-assoc ia t ion  does 
n o t  mean a  break i n  t h e  economic and defence l i n k s  w i t h  
Canada and t h e  U.S. The o n l y  major  change w i l l  b e  t h a t  
t o  run h i s  f iefdom, Rene Levesaue and t h e  PQ w i l l  have 
more p o l i t i c a l  power and s t a t u s  ( s i m i l a r  t o  Muj ib ' s  
c a s e ) .  But, f o r  t h e  common masses, l i f e  w i l l  b e  t h e  
same a s  it  i s  now. Here l i e s  t h e  appeal  and a l s o  t h e  
emptiness  of sovere ign ty-assoc  i a t i o n  ! 

The "Quiet Revolution" of  t h e  1960's  has  a c t u a l l y  
snatched away t h e  thunder  of Quebec independence. The 
Quebecois a r e  now a t  a  c r o s s  road of h i s t o r y .  The 
d e s t i n y  of a  n a t i o n  w i l l  be decided by t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  
v o i c e  of t h e  people.  

P o l i t i c a l  independence i s  r e a l l y  a  myth because 
t h e  b i g  powers and t h e i r  r e g i o n a l  f o l l o w e r s  can e a s i l y  
manipulate  t h e  l e a d e r s  and p o l i c i e s  of a  small  and 
weaker count ry .  F i n a l l y ,  p o l i t i c a l  independence l e a d i n g  
t o  economic independence and u t o p i a  i s  a n o t h e r  myth! 

Timm Khan i s  a  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  a t  McGill U n i v e r s i t y .  

197213 197314 197415 197516+ 

+ Estimated figures. 

Note on diagram: Aid disbursements, except In the case of 1973174. were considerably 
lower than aid commitments, which in 197112 and 197213 were more than double 
aid disbursements. The figures includa both grants, loans and credits. 

Glossary: H - f w d  aid, r i a  and wheat 
W - commoditia, 8.g. landrovan, medicimr. mntraaptiver - project aid: 0.0. nutrition programme, fish farm, bridp. 
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Germaine Wong 

Ever s i n c e  I have been of  age  t o  understand t h e  
p h y s i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between boys and g i r l s ,  my mo- 
t h e r  h a s  conducted a n  a c t i v e  campaign regard ing  t h e  
advantages of marrying a  Chinese man. C u l t u r a l ,  l i n -  
q u i s t i c  and p h y s i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  were analyzed and, o f  

course,  t h e  Chinese person r a t e d  h i g h e s t  among t h e  
r a c e s .  The f a c t  t h a t  I had a r r i v e d  i n  Canada a t  t h e  
aRe of  f o u r  and had s p e n t  twenty-six y e a r s  of  school- 
i n g  and work among non-Chinese cou ld  n o t  p o s s i b l y  
d i l u t e  my "Chineseness". I look  Chinese,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
I am Chinese. My problem was t h a t  I o f t e n  f o r g o t  I 
was Chinese. 

What would t h e  c h i l d r e n  be? T h i s  was my mother ' s  
main concern r e g a r d i n g  mix-marriages. Speaking o n l y  
Chinese,  how would she  communicate wi th  a  non-Chinese? 
Desp i te  h e r  c o n s t a n t  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  day came when I an- 
nounced my i n t e n t i o n s  of marrying a  non-Chinese. To 

my s u r p r i s e ,  my mother was more r e l i e v e d  than upset .  
The f a c t  t h a t  I was t h i r t y  was making h e r  nervous. I 
suspec ted  t h a t  i t  was b e t t e r  t o  have a  "foreign" ghos t  
f o r  a  son-in-law than  an o l d  maid of  a  daughte r .  

The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a  f o r e i g n e r  was t h e  f i r s t  
s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  my f a m i l y  faced.  My husband's 
p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  Chinese food, h i s  q u i e t  n a t u r e  and h i s  
e f f o r t s  t o  learn Chinese won my mother 's  h e a r t .  Be- 
n e a t h  t h e  l a r g e  nose,  deep-set  g reen  e y e s  and f a i r  
h a i r ,  t h e r e  l i e s  a Chinese sou l !  

As t i m e  passed and f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s  became s t r o n -  
g e r ,  t h e  announcement of  a  c h i l d  caused t h e  normal com- 
motion. My f a m i l y  h u r r i e d l y  k n i t t e d ,  sewed, planned 
and waited. My thoughts  evolved around o t h e r  concerns. 
I r o n i c a l l y ,  I found myself hoping t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  would 
look  Chinese and t h a t  he  o r  s h e  would be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  Chinese language and c u l t u r e .  As my mother was 
brimming w i t h  l o v e  f o r  h e r  f u t u r e  g randchi ld ,  I was 
becoming more and more obsessed w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  

Zachar ie  came i n t o  t h e  world on February 20, 1980. 
He h a s  h i s  mother ' s  e y e s  and h a i r  and h i s  f a t h e r ' s  nose  
and mouth. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  looks  Chinese. Why am I 
s o  pleased about  t h i s ?  Maybe i f  he l o o k s  Chinese, h e ' l l  
have a  b e t t e r  chance of being Chinese. 

But what c o n s t i t u t e s  being Chinese? Is it a n  ad- 
j e c t i v e  one i n h e r i t s  a t  b i r t h  o r  i s  i t  a consc ious  way 
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of l i v i n g ?  Foreign ghos ts ,  pure  c u l t u r e s ,  mel t ing  p o t ,  
v e r t i c a l  mosaics, p l u r a l i s t i c  s o c i e t i e s :  what do t h e s e  
express ions  mean? Do they t r u l y  d e s c r i b e  e i t h e r  t h e  
person o r  s o c i e t y  o r  a r e  they l a b e l s  . invented t o  f a c i l i -  
t a t e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ?  Whatever, I s t i l l  hold t he  be- 
l i e f  t h a t  a l l  p e r sons  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  a l i k e .  The cul-  
t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  among peoples  should provide i n f i n i t e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r i c h  exchanges r a t h e r  t han  r a c i a l  
c o n f l i c t s .  

Maybe Zacharie  w i l l  prow up t o  be  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
person. That i s ,  a  person of a l l  c o u n t r i e s  and none, 
of a l l  f a i t h s  and none, of a l l  c u l t u r e s  and none i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  The choice  i s  h i s .  My concern and respon- 
s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  he w i l l  have t he  choice.  My hope i s  
t h a t  we a s  pa r en t s ,  fami ly  and f r i e n d s  w i l l  be ab l e  
t o  provide a s  l a r g e  a  world f o r  him a s  pos s ib l e .  

It is  a  very  wonderful exper ience  t o  s ee  a  "pure" 
Chinese fami ly  such a s  mine s lowly d i s r ega rd ing  bar -  
r i e r s  imposed by count ry  and race .  Being Chinese is 
no longer  t he  on ly  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  be ing  a  b e t t e r  per- 
son. My family has  come t o  understand t h a t  a  person 
i s  loved o r  d i s l i k e d  f o r  reasons  o t h e r  t han  simply h i s  
o r  h e r  race .  

I do n o t  c la im t h a t  mix-marriages a r e  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  
t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s ,  bu t  I do s ay  t h a t  n o t  one 
c u l t u r e  is  supe r io r  t o  another .  The blend of one c u l -  

I do n o t  c la im t h a t  mix-marriages a r e  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  
t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s ,  bu t  I do say  t h a t  n o t  one 
c u l t u r e  is  supe r io r  t o  another .  The blend of one cu l -  
t u r e  wi th  another  does  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  de s t roy  e i t h e r  
c u l t u r e .  Contrary t o  t h i s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of heigh- 
tened s e n s i t i v i t i e s  and app rec i a t i on  do e x i s t .  

Domestic & I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F l i g h t s  
S p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  O r i e n t  Tours 

K. l WATA TRAVEL 
CowLteous, eddicient and 
phomp;t b mvice  
ahowzd ,the wahed.. . 

162 Spadina Ave, Toronto 
Ken Kutsukake 869-1291 

- a  f i l m  on Racism i n  Toronto, 1977 

- a  must f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  schools ,  
and groups promoting understanding 
and harmony among r a c e s  

- 8 minutes,  16 mrn, B&W/colour 

Sale-  $150., Rental-  $20. /day 

DIRECTOR: Nancy Tong 

Wh,& t o :  The Asianadian Resource 
Workshop 
P.O. Box 1256, S t a t i o n  Q 

Je t e  bouhaite de bai6iJ~ ih bagebbe, adin de 
4econnaCtne l e  bien ct d'ignoheh t e  d. 
Que ton jahclin d o i t  niche ct que .ta hecofiete. 
he,(lete 1' uniu ehn . 

Gmaine Wong s tud i ed  f i l m  and was D i r ec to r  of Person- 
n e l  of t h e  Nat iona l  Film Board i n  Montreal.  

Third World Books & Crafts Inc. 1 
"A full line of Afro-Asian 

books and magazines" 

748 Bay Street, Toronto h45G 1N6 Phone 537-0024 
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Dear E d i t o r :  

Congra tu la t ions  on your l a t e s t  i s s u e  devoted t o  
p o l i t i c a l  movements. The a r t i c l e s  were d i v e r s e l y  in -  
formative and very  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Maryka Omat- 
s u ' s  "Her i tage  Rerun" r e p o r t  on t h e  \Jar Measures Act. 

The Act i s  b e s t  understood i n  t h e  con tex t  of 
Canada's c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  framework. A s  some of your 
r e a d e r s  may or  may n o t  know, our  c o n s t i t u t i o n  c o n t a i n s  
no th ing  l i k e  t h e  U.S. B i l l  of Righ ts ,  p r o t e c t i n g  a  
l i s t  of fundamental c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  from t h e  l e g i s l a -  
t i v e  encroachment of t h e  War Measures Act, and,  indeed ,  
many o t h e r  f e d e r a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  a c t s .  There a r e ,  
c e r t a i n l y ,  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  B.N.A. Act ,  o u r  main 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  document, which, t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  they 
cannot  be  amended u n i l a t e r a l l y  by any l e v e l  of povern- 
ment, a r e  guaran teed .  But beyond t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  on 
the  amendinp power, Parl iament  and the l e g i s l a t u r e s  
would appear  t o  be supreme w i t h i n  t h e i r  a l l o t t e d  spheres .  
Nor does t h e  f e d e r a l  Canadian B i l l  of Righ ts  do any- 
t h i n g  t o  a l t e r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  f o r  i t  i s  an o r d i n a r y  
s t a t u t e  i n  no way p a r t  of  t h e  w r i t t e n  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  
does n o t  r e f e r  a t  a l l  t o  t h e  p rov inces  and i t  l e a v e s  
t h e  f e d e r a l  Par l i ament  f r e e  t o  s e t  t h e  B i l l  a s i d e  a t  
i t s  w i l l .  In a d d i t i o n ,  s i n c e  i t s  enactment i n  1960, t h e  
c o u r t s ,  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  have shown almost  a  t o t a l  unwil l -  
ingness  t o  app ly  t h e  B i l l  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  f e d e r a l  l e g i s -  
l a t i o n  ( l i k e  t h e  Ind ian  Act) which i s  a l l e g e d  t o  v i o l a t e  
i t s  p r o v i s i o n s .  A s  i f  t h a t  were n o t  enough t o  render  
i t  almost  nuga tory ,  t h e  War Measures Act i t s e l f  e n j o y s  
t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  of be ing  t h e  on ly  example of a  s t a t u t e  
con ta in ing  a  "notwithstanding ' '  c l a u s e  ( s e c t i o n  12) ex- 
p l i c i t l y  exempting i t s  p r o v i s i o n s  from t h e  B i l l  of 
Righ ts .  

P lease  f e a t u r e  more a r t i c l e s  l i k e  M s  Omatsu's t h a t  
touch impor tan t ly  on i s s u e s  of c i v l  l i b e r t i e s ,  of  which 
a l l  Asianadians and a l l  o t h e r  Canadians should be aware. 

Verdun Fea ther  s t o n e  
Toronto,  Ontar io 

Dear E d i t o r :  

We were very  pleased t o  s e e  Diane Yip ' s  thought- 
f u l  review of 4 of "The World's Children" s e r i e s  of 
f i l m s ,  which our  company produced t h i s  year .  However, 
we d i d  want t o  comment on M s  Yip ' s  r e s e r v a t i o n  about 
t h e  f i l m s ,  t h a t  perhaps they p o r t r a y  a  r a t h e r  romanti- 
c i z e d  view of l i f e  i n  t h e  3rd world.  She comments 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no evidence i n  t h e  f i l m s  o f  " t h e  ravages 
of war, s t a r v a t i o n ,  m a l n u t r i t i o n  o r  d i s e a s e  t h a t  des -  
t r o y  t h e  l i v e s  of thousands of t h i r d  world i n h a b i t a n t s  
every  year . .  . ." 

Unfor tuna te ly ,  s te reo typed  n o t i o n s  of t h i r d  world 
c o u n t r i e s  being p l a c e s  of dea th ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  pover ty ,  
and d i s e a s e  have a p p a r e n t l y  found t h e i r  way t o  a l l  ages .  
Our f e e l i n g ,  i n  making our  f i l m s  t h e  way we d i d ,  was 
t h a t  a d u l t s  and c h i l d r e n  a l i k e  see  and hear  enough about  
t h e  extreme s i t u a t i o n s  i n  some developing c o u n t r i e s .  
Kids grow up equa t ing  d i s a s t e r s  and s t a r v a t i o n  wi th  t h e  
t h i r d  world. Well, t h a t ' s  on ly  one s i d e  of t h e  s t o r y .  
We wanted t o  f i l m  k i d s  t h a t  perhaps were m a t e r i a l l y  
poor, bu t  were a c t i v e  and h e a l t h y  and b r i g h t  and con- 
t r i b u t i n g  members of  t h e i r  fami l ies - -  and of t h e i r  
communities. ... 

We wanted to  e t  a t  t h e  inter-dependency among u s  
a l l  by showing k i d s  t h a t  N. American k i d s  could l e a r n  
t h i n g s  from. We wanted t o  c l o s e  t h e  gap a  l i t t l e ,  
r a t h e r  than  widen i t .  

Heather MacAndrew, 
David Spr ingbe t t  
Producers  
"The World's Children" 
A s t e r i s k  Film & Videotape 

Product  ions  L td  
Toronto, Ontar io 

Dear E d i t o r :  

A s  an Asian member of t h e  so-ca l led  'Anglo- le f t ' ,  
and a s  a  long time a c t i v i s t  i n  T o r o n t o ' s  a n t i - r a c i s t  
movement, I c o n s i d e r  T.T. Mao's "Asianadia and t h e  
Anglo Left ' '  t o  be a  very  n e g a t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  what 
up t o  now has  been a  p o s i t i v e  e f f o r t  by your c o l l e c -  
t i v e .  Not on ly  is t h i s  a r t i c l e  an a t t a c k  on t h e  Ca- 
nadian working people,  i t  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  a  dead-end 
f o r  Asian people  i n  Canada. 

"T.T. Mao" shows a  very  f a l s e  understanding of 
racism i n  h i s  a r t i c l e .  He r e f e r s  t o  racism a s  "not a  
r a t i o n a l  e lement ,  bu t  an emotional  f a c e t  of Anglo l i f e  
t h a t  t ranscends  a l l  c l a s s  l i n e s " .  According t o  him, 
workers a r e  i n  t h e  "vanguard" of  r a c i s t  oppress ion .  
This  i s  completely f a l s e .  Racism e x i s t s  i n  our  s o c i -  
e t y  because t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  t h e  bourgeois ie  a c t i v e l y  
propagates  and deve lops  t h i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  ideology.  
Racism l i e s  a t  t h e  v e r y  base of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system. 
It i s  used t o  super  e x p l o i t  Third World immigrants and 
t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  d e n i a l  of t h e  r i g h t s  of  oppressed na- 
t i o n a l i t i e s  l i k e  t h e  Nat ives ,  Blacks,  and Chinese. 

The f a c t  t h a t  rac i sm e x i s t  among whi te  working 
people i s  n o t  because of some i n n a t e  i d e a s ,  but  be- 
cause i t  i s  perpe tua ted  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of 
educa t ion  and i n  t h e  media. I t  i s  no a c c i d e n t  t h a t  the  
people who p r o f i t  from e x p l o i t i n g  and oppress ing  non- 
whi tes  a r e  t h e  same people who own papers  l i k e  t h e  
T o h o d 0  SUM, f i n a n c e  programs l i k e  N-5 ,  and c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  t h e  r a c i s t  Nat iona l  C i t i z e n s  C o a l i t i o n .  
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In f a c t ,  t h e  working c l a s s  has  a  l o t  t o  l o s e  from 
racism because i t  i s  used a s  a  t o o l  of d i v i s i o n  t o  wea- 
ken t h e i r  s t r u g g l e .  It i s  no a c c i d e n t  t h a t  each t ime 
t h e  system i s  i n  c r i s i s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  concer ted  e f f o r t  t o  
whip up rac i sm t o  d i v e r t  t h e  workers '  a t t e n t i o n  from 
t h e  massive a t t a c k s  made a g a i n s t  t h e i r  own hard-won 
r i g h t s .  That  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  goa l  o f  t h e  K i m  Abbotts  
and t h e  Helen Hutchisons-- t o  p i t  whi te  working c l a s s  
people a g a i n s t  non-whites and t o  s h i f t  t h e  blame f o r  
t h e  c r i s i s .  The au thor  of t h e  a r t i c l e  h a s  played r i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  hands of those  h e  c la ims  t o  oppose-- t h e  r u l -  
ing c l a s s  and h a s  taken up t h e i r  t a c t i c s  of d i v i d i n g  
t h e  working people.  

Another d i s c o n c e r t i n g  a s p e c t  of M r  "Mao's" a r t i -  
c l e  i s  t h e  contempt he shows f o r  working people  and 
t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  t o  unders tand  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  rac i sm.  
S ince  I a r r i v e d  i n  Canada 12 y e a r s  ago, I have p a r t i -  
c i p a t e d  i n  many s t r u g g l e s  along s i d e  white  working 
people.  I saw massive p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by whi tes  i n  t h e  
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  r a c i s t  Western Guard and a g a i n s t  
t h e  r a c i s t  immigration B i l l  C-24. A t  one demonstra- 
t i o n  i n  1972, t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  were over  80% whi te ,  
and I remember i n  1973 a  crowd of over 1000 people,  
many w h i t e s  who f i l l e d  t h e  s t r e e t s  n e a r  my home t o  
oppose a  f a s c i s t  c e l e b r a t i o n .  Nor i s  t h i s  new i n  Ca- 
nada. A s  f a r  back a s  t h e  Komagata i n c i d e n t  i n  
1914, whi te  people  have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  racism. 

I am n o t  denying t h a t  r a c i s t  ideology e x i s t s  among 
working people.  But we must be c l e a r  t h a t  our  r e s -  
ponse must be educa t ion  and n o t  antagonism, u n i t y  i n  
s t r u g g l e  based on e q u a l i t y ,  and n o t  t h e  b i t t e r  d i v i s i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  seems t o  want t o  p e r p e t u a t e .  

In t h a t  s e n s e ,  I must t a k e  excep t ion  t o  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  
a c c u s a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  " l e f t "  " e x p l o i t s "  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  racism. F i r s t ,  l e t ' s  be c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  word 
" l e f t "  i s  a  very  vague term, t h a t  a l l o w s  many d i s t o r -  
t i o n s  and mis - represen ta t ions .  For me, i t  i s  v e r y  
c y n i c a l  t o  t a k e  a s  an example of t h i s  " e x p l o i t a t i o n "  
t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  of t h e  October 1 4 t h  (1979) demonstra- 
t i o n  (which I he lped  t o  o r g a n i z e )  by t h e  "CPC (ML)" 

The main ques t ion  remains t h a t ,  without  t h e  
" l e f t "  and t h e  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement, 
we cannot even t a l k  about  e l i m i n a t i n g  racism. It i s  
n o t  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  who show up every 4  y e a r s  wi th  
e l e c t i o n  promises, n o r  t h e  C a r t e r  r e p o r t s  and govern- 
ment commissions, t h a t  a r e  going t o  s o l v e  t h e  problem 
of racism. When we take  up t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  rac i sm 
we a r e  n o t  e x p l o i t i n g  i t  b u t ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  s i t u a -  
t i n g  i t  i n  i t s  c o r r e c t  p l a c e ,  a s  p a r t  of t h e  b a t t l e  of 
a l l  working people  t o  g e t  r i d  of t h e  system. The edu- 
c a t i o n  and m o b i l i z a t i o n  we do around t h i s  ques t ion  wi th  
people  of a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  a r e  l a y i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
t o  e l i m i n a t e  racism completely.  

And t h e r e  a g a i n ,  M r  "Mao" h a s  t r i e d  t o  l e a d  u s  up 
a  dead-end s t r e e t  by d i smiss ing  any p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  
t o  racism. It seems t h a t  "a s o c i a l i s t  o r d e r  miracu- 
l o u s l y  a r r i v e d "  would mean no change f o r  Asians, Blacks,  
and Native people.  A s  I have po in ted  o u t ,  s o c i a l i s m  
does n o t  and w i l l  n o t  a r r i v e  mi racu lous ly  but  w i l l  come 
ou t  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  of working people of a l l  n a t i o n a l i -  
t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  emanic ipa t ion .  And once i n  power, what 
i n t e r e s t  does t h e  working c l a s s  have i n  main ta in ing  
racism and oppress ion?  None!! On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t s  
s t r i v e s  t o  i n s u r e  f u l l  development and e q u a l i t y  f o r  
a l l .  The goal  of s o c i a l i s m  i s  t o  l i b e r a t e  a l l  people ,  
t o  develop a  prosperous count ry ,  f r e e  of a l l  forms of 
e x p l o i t a t i o n  and oppress ion .  There can be no room 
f o r  racism i n  a  s o c i a l i s t  Canada. 

In conc lus ion ,  I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  when 
we look  a s  t h e  r e a l  s t a t e  of  t h e  an t i - rac i sm movement 

compared t o  M r  "Mao's" o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  I cannot  keep 
from commenting on t h e  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  between t h e  two. 
In f a c t  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  growth of t h e  a n t i - r a c i s t  f i g h t -  
back has  c r e a t e d  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  
u n i t y  among t h e  v e r y  f o r c e s  we need u r g e n t l y  t o  u n i t e ,  
i . e .  t h e  working c l a s s  and t h e  oppressed people of 
Canada. We have seen t h e  development of  t h a t  u n i t y  
through t h e  suppor t  f o r  t h e  Southeast  Asian r e f u g e e s ,  
through suppor t  f o r  j u s t i c e  f o r  Alber t  Johnson and 
a g a i n s t  W-5. To r e j e c t  t h a t  u n i t y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  is  t o  
p l a y  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  hands of  those  who p e r p e t u a t e  
and p r o f i t  from racism. T h i s  should n o t  be t h e  r o l e  
of Aoianadian. L e t ' s  h e a r  more i n  t h e  f u t u r e  about 
how our  s t r u g g l e  can move forward and how we can b u i l d  
a  s t rong  mul t i -na t  i o n a l  a n t  i - r a c i s t  movement. This  
i s  t h e  r e a l  cho ice  f o r  our  community. 

Khurshed Wadud 
Toronto, Onta r io  

MR M A 0  SPEAKS 

C e r t a i n l y  rac i sm i s  a  t o o l  of t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e .  
I t  manipu la tes  and d i v i d e s  t h e  working c l a s s .  It ma- 
n i p u l a t e s ,  d i v i d e s ,  and coops t h e  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  wi th  
cushy government jobs  and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be t h e  
spokesperson of t h i s  e t h n i c  group o r  t h a t  minor i ty .  

I do n o t  d i s a g r e e  with M r  Wadud's c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  
" t h e  working c l a s s  h a s  a  l o t  t o  l o s e  from racism". 
One of t h e  p o i n t s  which M r  Wadud a p p a r e n t l y  missed 
was t h a t  t h e  media e l i t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  W-5 pro- 
gram at tempted t o  show t o  t h e  working c l a s s ,  t h e  An- 
g l o  o r  whi te  working c l a s s  what could happen t o  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i f  t h e  Asian work 
e t h i c s  h a s  i t s  way. 

In  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  rac i sm,  t h e  Chinese communi- 
t i e s  a c r o s s  Canada have organized 16 Ad Hoc committees 
without  t h e  a i d  of  t h e  " l e f t " .  From my p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  one Ad Hoc committee, I sense  t h a t  t h e  " l e f t "  would 
d e a r l y  l o v e  t o  coop t h i s  r i s i n g  Chinese Canadian move- 
ment. The Chinese i n  Canada have now begun t o  show 
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h .  The Ad Hoc committees a r e  
t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s  i n  c r e a t i n g  a  t r u l y  u n i t e d  Chinese 
community i n  Canada, and e v e n t u a l l y  a  u n i t e d  Asian 
community. The " l e f t "  i n  i t s  i n t e r n a l  squabbles  has 
been unable  t o  u n i t e  i t s  own f o r c e s ,  l e t  a lone  t h e  
Asian or  o t h e r  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  f o r c e s .  There i s  a  
new p r o g r e s s i v e  f o r c e  i n  Canada among t h e  Asian com- 
m u n i t i e s ,  and i t  i s  no t  t h e  " l e f t " !  

What d i s t u r b s  me most about  t h e  " l e f t "  i s  i t s  
a r rogance ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t s  a t tempt  t o  d i c t a t e  t o  
such a  magazine a s  The h ianad ian  what i t s  r o l e  should 
o r  should n o t  be. My views a r e  s imply t h e  op in ion  
of one person ,  n o t  The hianudian.  My views comes 
from being an Asian born and r a i s e d  i n  Canada who h a s  
witnessed t h e  t r a g e d i e s  of racism on my working c l a s s  
f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s .  My views come from t h e  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  of what h a s  happened and what w i l l  
happen. 

Unity must be main ta ined .  There i s  no ques t ion  
t o  t h a t  i d e a .  But i f  an Asian p o l i t i c a l  movement i s  
t o  endured i n  Canada, i t  must be l e d  by Asians and 
white  f r i e n d s  of t h i s  movement must fol low.  The des- 
t i n y  of As ians  i n  Canada can on ly  be  made by Asians. 
Nothing w i l l  s t o p  our  advance. 

The Asianadian 



Nominated by MaryC. Boyd 

No.1 son dressed to be different in Giorgio Corregiani for Reporter. 
Confucius he say: "So solly - no more philosophy - in hurry to get to Uomo RBgine, 43 New Bond Street!" 



Over one million desperate of the refugees them- " " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
men, women and children selves in coping with the I enclose $ 
have had to flee Kampuchea situation. The camp will Thank You. Please make 
and are spread out along the povide shelter; water for your cheque payable to 
entire length of the Thailand drinking, sanitation and ini- CUSOY Kam~uchean 
border. Their situation has gation, agricultural supplies Refugee Appeal. CUSO is 
been described as a national and employment training. officially registered as a 
tragedy which may have no Canadian Charitable Organi- 

parallel in history. zation by the Federal Govern- The 'Ost of the program is w n t .  Refistration #234690- 
only 38 cents per person per 2 1-1 0.  ax rmipts  will be 

CUSO is organizing a camp day but over a six month 
for 10,000 of the period that adds up to seven 
Kampuchean refugees in hundred thousand dollars. CUSO Program Funding 
north-east Thailand. The aim 151 Slater Street 
is to encourage local Thai Will YOU help these Ottawa, Ontario 
participation and support the Kampuchean refugees? K I P  5H5 
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