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Were You There?

WERE YOU THERE WITH THE ASIANADIAN?

YEARS AGO, _

summer 1978, long before the current boat people drama,
ASIANADIAN was there with an incisive report on the
Vietnamese in Canada.

YEARS FROM NOW,

people will be talking about the two sensitive articles they read
in ASIANADIAN’S Summer 1979 ssue on Sexuality —— about
being gay and Asian in Canada, and about inter-racial
relationships among Sansei Japanese Canadians.

WERE YOU THERE WITH THE ASIANADIAN?

Were you there when we sat face-to-face with such Asian
Canadian personalities as painter Shizuye Takashima, poet Joy
Kogawa, or human rights advocate Jag Bahdauria?

Were you there when we handed out our quarterly dubious
award to the TORONTOQ STAR, Gordon Sinclair, or the
CALGARY HERALD.

DON'T miss this opportunity —— subscribe to the
ASIANADIAN and be here and now with us, keep current on
the latest Asian Canadian affairs and issues, know what your
fellow Asians are talking aboutthese days, be here, and tell your
friends you read it first in the ASIANADIAN,

THE ASIANADIAN, published quarterly by the Asianadian
Resource Workshop, P.O. Box 1256, Station Q, Toronto,
Ontario M4T 2P4,

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
{Check One}

O One Year, Individual $500
O One Year, Institution $8.00
O Two Years, individual $900
O Two Years, Institution $1400

NAME:

» «

CImyY: _ PROV:
POSTAL CODE:
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TOWARDS NEW FRONTIERS / VERS DE NOUVELLES FRONTIERES

=
"o =

A new current is rising in the horizons across
Canada, This current will grow, expand and eventu-
ally bring sweeping changes in the conditions and
relations experienced by the Canadian people. This
current, young but increasingly strong, is known as
the national consciousness of Canadian minorities.

As Chinese Canadians celebrate the success of
their campaign against W5, Quebecers will decide--
in a referendum to be held on May 20, 1980 -- whe-
ther or not to give a mandate to the provincial
government to negotiate 'sovereignty-association'
with the rest of Canada.

I1 n'est pas simplement question d'un "oui" ou

d'un "non'. Car, quelque soit le résultat final de
ce référendum, le statu quo constitutionnel et le
partage des pouvoirs entre les gouvernements fédéral
et provinciaux ne peut demeurer inchangé aprés le
référendum.

L'atmosph&re sera émotivement chargée durant la
campagne référendaire, & mesure que les deux camps
s'affronteront. Au falte de la campagne, 1'atten-
tion sera momentanément &loignée des origines du
nationalisme québ&cois, et ceci jusqu'au lendemain
du référendum.

French nationalism in today's Quebec originates
from over a century of economic, social and cultural
deprivation experienced by French Quebecers, who as
minority within Canada finds itself to be a class of
secondary citizens denied of certain powers and pri-
vileges. The Quiet Revolution of the 60's epito-
mized the growth and aspiration of modern Quebec.
The October Crisis of 1970 dramatized this nationa-
list movement and exposed the paranoia of English
Canada towards Quebec. But it was on November 15,
1976 when the Parti Québécois was elected into
office, that Quebec nationalism reached a new stage
in 1ts development.

Coming into power posed as champions for French
minority rights, the PQ government has not shown it-
self to be truly and meaningfully sympathetic
towards the rights of minorities. We shall not for-
get the basically chauvinistic nature of Bill 101,
the PQ government's language legislation. Nor can
we easily forget the virtual abandonment of govern-—
ment responsibility, if not outright negligence,
towards minority cultures as espoused in the PQ
government's White Paper on Cultural Policy. Mean-
while, the renewed construction of the federal Com-
plexe Guy Favreau and the provincial Convention
Centre at the centre of Chinatown further threaten

the survival of Montreal's Chinese community, which
has already been devastated by over a decade of phy-
sical and social disintegration. The Japanese Can-
adian culture in Quebec is almost extinct, thanks to
decades of self-denial and withdrawal superimposed
at least in part by external factors. All in all,
Asian Quebecers (Asiabécois) still exist in an over-
all state of deprivation as a result of existing
socio-economic conditions, the perpetuation of which
does seem to be the intention of political regimes
of Quebec up to date, including the Parti Québécois.

In a recent interview with the Asianadian,
Quebec's Minister of State for Cultural Development
Camille Laurin admits that his government will not
actively come to the aid of minorities unless they
have come forward "in a united voice'! This policy
statement, and the experience of the PQ, reiterates
indirectly a viewpoint we have always held: that
minorities, including Asianadians and Asiabécois,
cannot expect crusaders-- least of all the govern-
ment -- to come to our aid. Political freedom and
economic equality can be won only through tenacious
and perservering campaigns. This is an important
lesson that Asianadians and in fact all minorities
can learn from French Quebecers-- a lesson that
perhaps even their leaders have not really and fully
understood.

Quelle devrait &tre la position des Asiabécois
dans le référendum?

If we vote yes, we will subject ourselves to
give a mandate to the PQ government to negotiate a
sovereign nation in which Asiabécois will become
minorities in a state dominated by the French major-
ity. If we vote no, we will help to maintain the
status quo or a 'renewed federalism'-- whatever this
means-- dominated by the English majority, or
English-French majorities.

This then becomes clear: Oui ou Non, nous
sommes immigrants! Yes or no, we remain minorities
and will be subjected to the same conditions inhi-
biting our cultural, political and socio-economic
growth that characterized our past history in Canada
and Quebec.

The logical conclusion from this is
must indeed mind our own business first! This is
not to incite cynicism and skepticism in face of the
referendum. On the contrary, we advocate that in
summarizing the experiences of French Quebecers in
their fight against discrimination, and in consider-

that we

ing the meaning and significance of the referendum,
Asiabécois should look back on our own conditions
to fight for equality. Cynicism and isolationism

continues on p. 4
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Two Horlds Apart:
The Aftermath of Bill 101

Shima Okuda

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

THE SAMUEL AND SATIDYE BRONFMAN
FAMILY FOUNDATION
AND ITS MATCHING GRANT
that partially assisted
in our printing costs

for this special issue,

"Asians Ain Quebec".
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Jiro Yamanaka lives in Montreal. He is nine years
old and is a student in an English language school. He
was born in Japan but came to Montreal when he was five
and has attended English school since that time.

Nobuo Onishi lives in the same neighbourhood. No-
buo's family came to Montreal from Japan in 1976, the
same year as Jiro's family. The parents of the boys
are close friends and Jiro and Nobuo often play togeth-
er. However, Nobuo, who is eight, speaks no English.
He goes to a French language school.

One wonders why the boys from identical backgrounds
and living in the same community attend different schools.
The answer can be found in Bill 101, Quebec's language
law and how its application affects schooling.

In Jiro's case when it came time for Jiro to en-
ter kindergarten, the year was 1976. The prevailing
law ordered all school children who could not speak
English to attend French language schools. English in-
struction was only for those whose '"mother tongue'
was English. However, there was one proviso-- if Jiro
could prove his capacity to learn English by passing
a language placement test, he could be admitted to
English school. His parents were eager to place him
in an English environment. English, they reasoned,
was the language of North America. Quebec was only an
island of 4.8 million French speaking citizens surroun-
ded by a sea of 250 million English speaking people.

An English language education seemed to offer greater
mobility and opportunity for the future. After a sum-
mer of intensive tutoring, five year old Jiro passed

the language test and qualified for English schooling.

The PQ's Language BALL

The following year, 1977, Nobuo was ready for
kindergarten. However, by now the government had chan-
ged. The Parti Quebecois was in power. The rules for
language of instruction had been changed and were go-
verned by Bill 101, the government's language policy.
There were no language tests. Bill 10l set out all
the rules clearly. Nobuo's parents were anxious for
their son to have an English language education, but there
was no choice. Admittance to English school in Nobuo's
case was limited to:

a child whose fathern on mothern necedved his or

hen elementany instruction in English 4in Quebec. (1)

[
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Since Nobuo's immigrant parents had been educated in
Japan, Nobuo had no other course to follow than to en-
ter French language school.

Last year, 1979, Yoko, Jiro's young sister entered
kindergarten. The law which sent Nobuo to French
school did not apply in Yoko's case. She was admitted
to English school with the regulation as follows:

the youngen brothens and sistens of a child, des-

cribed in paraghraph "c" a child who, in his Last

year of school in Quebec befone the coming into
fonce of this act, was Lawfully receiving his in-
strwetion in English, in a public kindergarten

class on in an elementary or secondary school. (2)

Another example of how the law distinguishes be-
tween groups of newcomers can be noted in the case of
Yoshio. His family came to Montreal from Ontario in
1976. When Yoshio starts school this Fall, he will
attend English language school under the provision:

a child whose fathern on mother domiciled in Que-

bec on the date o4 the coming into force of this

act, necelved his on her elementarny instruction

in English outside Quebec. (3]

For all newcomers arriving in Quebec after the pas-
sage of Bill 101, there is yet another regulation:

Instrnuction in the hindenganten classes and

in the elementarny schools shall be in French,

except where this chaptern allows otherwise. (4]
The law makes no distinction between those from other
Canadian provinces, English-speaking countries and
immigrants from other nations. Children who may al-
ready have had several years of English schooling have
to switch to French schools on arrival in Quebec.

BLEL 101-- Discriminatony!

The discriminatory aspects of Bill 101 are evi-
dent in the fact that it distinguishes between group
of newcomers and those persons already resident in Que-
bec, but whose children have not yet begun school.

Bill 101 not only has repercussions in education
but also in public administration, business and cul-
ture. Francization programs were introduced to make
French the working language and the language of com-
munication. This has resulted in the exodus of many
head offices from Quebec to other provinces, especially
to Ontario and Alberta. Recruitment of key personnel
from outside Quebec has become difficult. Many pro-
fessionals with school-aged children were reluctant to
transfer.

To French-speaking Quebecers, Bill 101 may be the
answer to the survival of their language, culture and
heritage. To other Quebecers, representing 20% of the
total population, the Bill presents implications beyond
its intention.

* kK kX

Notes

1. Quebec (Prov.) Laws, Statutes, etc. Charter 0§ the
French Language (B{&L 101), Chapter VIII, Sec. 73 (a).
2. Ibid. Sec. 73 (d), (e).

3. Tbid. Sec. 73 (b).

4. Thid. Sec. 72.
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EDITORIAL (CONT’D)

have no part in this fight. The fight against
racial inequality requiRes solidarity among mino-
rities and all progressive elements of society.
if nationalism grows out of social, economic and
cultural inequalities, the elimination of the latter
necessitates and must result in the elimination of
the former. By definition, a truly congenial move-
ment against racism must transcend race lines and
seek to unite all possible allies.

Chinese Canadians, in their recent campaign
against W5, have set a startling example in this
perspective. In their successful campaign, Chinese
Canadians have shown the rest of the nation that
a minority group can fight for and win its rights
and dignity through continuous efforts and by uni-
ting allies both within and outside the Chinese
community: universities, politicians, civil rights
groups, unions and above all, other minorities in
Canada.

This is perhaps not yet a lesson we can learn
from Quebecers. But this is the direction we must
take if we were to achieve the society 'among
equals' that Quebecers aspire. for.

Tomorrow's Canada can be a Canada with equality
for all-- only if we begin to build it today.

By challenging past and existing inequalities,
French Quebecers have contributed immensely to the
building of a new Canada-- with or without Quebec.
Whatever the outcome of the referendum, the current
national consciousness will continue to grow as long

as racial inequality perpetuates. French Quebecers
have an historical duty to emancipate themselves
from the yoke of injustices-- just as Asianadians
and Asiabécois have an historical duty to fight for
equality and dignity.

For

Ilzﬂviendra, un jour, que toutes les nations
vont, ensemble , s'unir contre les conditions, la
haine et les préjugé€s qui opposérent leurs ancétres
les uns contre les autres. En attendant ce jour,
c'est notre devoir & nous tous de continuer chacun
nos luttes nécessaires et complémentaires.

La route s'annonce longue et pleine de dé-
tours; mais 1'avenir glorieux et plein d'espoir.
Marchons vers de nouvelles fronti&res!

- Siukeong Lee

NORMAN BETHUNE BOOKSTORE

PROGRESSIVE BOOKS, PERIODICALS AND ART
FROM CANADA AND AROUND THE WORLD.

Mon ed. 10
Thurs. & Fri: 10 9
Sat 10-5
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Filipinos in Quebec

E.A.Ordonez & EY.Sayo : :.

VocS

Filipinos in Quebec should be seen in the con-
text of Filipino emigration to Canada which began as
a trickle in the late fifties and suddenly rose in
the early seventies. By 1973, a year after martial
law was declared in the Philippines, there were about
32,000 Filipinos in Canada. By 1977, the number was
about 60,000. The peak years of Filipino immigra-
tion were 1973, 1974, and 1975. BHad it not been for
restrictions imposed on immigration by 1975, subse-
quent years would have registered record highs. Des-
pite these restrictions, the Canadian embasgsy in Mani-
la is swamped by applications to enter Canada.

Emighation: Sign of Economic Deteriornation

Emigration, as one Filipino economist in Montreal
noted in the Fil{pino Forum, is an undeniable sign of
economic deterioration. He said that Filipino migra-
tion to North America far outnumbers any such figures
from such countries as Malaysia, Thailand, or even
Indonesia. In the fifties and sixties, U.S. and Ca-
nadian embassies in Manila were not beseiged as they
are now by long lines of prospective emigrants. He
then cited four economic problems most developing
countries face-- overpopulation, high employment, a
currency weakened both domestically and international-
ly, and inequitable income and wealth distribution.

He pointed out that despite relatively favorable
economic conditions in Canada, many Filipinos consider
their decision to migrate a ''tremendous sacrifice"
and that given a choice, they would rather stay home--
close to family and friends and unburdened by the
problems of restarting in an alien and heterogenous
society. If these complaints are valid, he said,
then most Filipinos still entertain hopes of returning
to the Philippines. But, he asked, what are the pro-
pects that living conditions in the Philippines will
improve? 2And, what has Marcos' "New Society" achieved
in that direction?

His answers to the questions are negative: "The
loss of individual rights and freedom has been too high
a price to pay. The prospects for economic development
remain dim". In other words, the one-man rule imposed
ostensibly to save the country is, in fact, leading it
to further economic ruin.

The Economy and Martial Law

Today, after more than seven years of martial law,
the Philippines has an external debt of around $10 bil-
lion; 80% of Filipinos suffer from malnutrition; in-
flation rate has risen over 200% since 1972 when martial
law was declared; unemployment has swelled to 47% of a
24 million labour force. In Manila, 83% of the people
live in dilapidated houses, 33% are slum dwellers, and
squatters have increased from 10%Z in 1963 to 20% in
1975. And these are just a few economic signs.
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Emigration to Canada

Is it any wonder that many Filipinos want to leave
their country? At one time, most of those who applied
for emigration were professionals: nurses, commerce
graduates, engineers, medical technologists, medical
doctors, pharmacists, dentists, and agriculturalists
Of late, there appears to be a trend for more blue
collar workers and non~professionals: textile and gar-
ment workers, mechanics, machinists, and domestic
helpers.

It has been pointed out that were it not for the
dollar remittances sent to their relatives by more than
1% million Filipinos now living and working abroad, the
Philippine economy would have€ collapsed sooner. Of
course, massive U.S. economic and military aid to the
martial law regime has, so far, prevented it from falling
apart. But these are simply delaying tactics. Resis-
tance to the U.S. supported regime had grown and deepened
in the last seven years. The next five years are re-
garded as crucial.

Filipinos in Quebec and the Resistance

At this juncture, we may well ask: what role have
Filipinos in Quebec (who number considerably less than
their counterparts in Ontario and British Columbia) played
in supporting the growing resistance to the Marcos re-
gime. Primarily because of the deteriorating economic
conditions in the Philippines, Filipinos in Quebec are
on the whole opposed to one-man rule in their country.
Some see the superficial benefits of martial law such
as cleaner streets in Manila, new garish structures such
as hotels built by Marcos' relatives and cronies, shop-
ping centres, parks and monuments to the "New Society".
But ultimately, even the initially impressed "balikbayan"

(S emad
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(Filipino visitor to his home country) must ask the

question: "Can you eat all these things?" For the Fi-

lipino returnee knows that relatives and friends who

are unable to leave the country have to make do with

very low wages ($1.50 minimum/day) and the high cost of

living. A university professor in Manila has to hold two

other jobs to support his family. Everyone, young or old,

in a Filipino home has to help augment the family income.
The kinds of support given by Filipinos in Quebec

to the resistance in the Philippines are both passive and

active. Passive support is expressed in private denun-

ciations of the dictatorship and occasional attendance

at anti-martial gatherings. Provided their names are

not made public, these supporters would give contributions

to fund-raising campaigns such as carolling for families
of political detainees or worker seminars in Manila.

Prudence is the key word, for the Marcos embassy in Ottawa

has warned the community directly or through their agents
here against any type of "subversive' activity.

Philippine Ambassador, Ramon del Rosario & Ex-PM.,Joe Clark

The embassy also makes its presence felt in the
community by sending its officials to collect taxes from
Filipinos who would like to renew their Philippine pass-
ports, or to induct into office newly elected officers
of a Filipino association. 1Invariably, during the asso-
ciation's annual Philippine independence balls, the am-—
bassador or his emissary extols the virtues of the
"New Society".

Filipine Canadian Response to "Mantial Law" in Canada

One response to this way of extending martial law
to the Filipino community in Canada may be seen in the
effort of one group splintering away from this Fili-
pino association and forming another association with
the avowed purpose of not having anything to do with
the embassy. Thus, as Filipino Canadians, they feel
that they don't have to invite an embassy official to
induct their officers or guest at their own indepen-
dence ball on June 12,

Active support for the resistance movement in
the Philippines is demonstrated by at least three known
Filipino groups. The first two uphold the Ten-Point

programme of the National Democratiec Front which is a
broad Philippine alliance of classes and sectors opposed
to the Marcos regime. The third group is devoted to

the restoration of civil liberties in the Philippines.
Of the former, one is affiliated with an intermnational
overseas support group known as the Alliance for Philip-
pine National Democracy. The other is a chapter of

a U.S. based Filipino support organization.

One of two Filipino community newspapers is open-
ly against martial law in the Philippines. The other
tries to present a "balanced" picture of the happenings
in the Philippines. A recent issue included an inter-
view with Professor John Humphrey of McGill University
who co-authored a scathing report on torture and other
violations of human rights under the Marcos regime for
the International Commission of Jurists. Recently,

a national democratic support group has come out with
a newsletter, B{nh{ that deals almost exclusively with
the people's resistance against the Marcos dictator-
ship.

The national democratic support movement in Mon-
treal may well have begun in 1974 when newly arrived
Filipino expatriates linked up with an anti-imperialist
committee supporting Third World liberation struggles.
An ad hoc committee was formed to organized a conference
on the Philippines that invited U.S. based support
groups with the help of the anti-imperialist committee.
Out of this conference, new contacts were developed
among Filipinos in Montreal that resulted in the for-
mation of a support group in Montreal. Eventually this
group linked up with other support groups in Toronto
so that by 1975, the embassy in Ottawa started to see
picket signs at its doorstep, particularly during the
September 21 anniversary of martial law.

A trade house in Montreal being developed by the
Marcos government and the regime-supported Balikbayan
Road Show (a propaganda, through entertainment group)
were likewise picketed. When the ambassador visited Mon-
treal to personally attend to the tax collection and re-
newal of passports, he was met with picket signs de-
nouncing martial law. The support group has had regular
information meetings with the community and Canadian
supporters on developments in the resistance front.
Carolling campaigns to raise funds for families of po-
litical prisoners, the workers in Manila, and refugees
in the Philippines have become annual activities. Fi-
nancial response from the community has increasingly
been very good.

Marcos
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Martial Law: Not Popular!

Through their meetings with Filipinos families in
these campaigns, the support group could find the basis
for saying that martial law is not popular in the com-
munity. Despite their small number, support activists
are able to generate widespread direct support for the
resistance in the Philippines. At least one of their
leading members has been harassed by the R.C.M.P. that
has contacts with the embassy of the Philippines. The
embassy, in fact, keeps a resident NISA (National In-
telligence and Security Agency-- not different from
SAVAK), but this has not deterred the activists from
doing support work. And they do it within the frame-
work of the legitimate exercise of their civil rights as
Filipino Canadians,

Support activists are also concerned with the rights
of Filipino immigrants in Quebec. They closely monitor
any instance of violation of the rights of ethnic minori-
ties, including the Filipino community. They work in
solidarity with Canadian groups devoted to the protec-
tion of immigrant rights. Filipino seamen involved in
strike actions in Montreal against shipowners refusing
to pay just wages are given moral support within the
Filipino community. Occasionally, the embassy's labour
attache came out and tried to talk the seamen out of
striking, but these seamen have won victories in Mon-
treal and Vancouver. They have shown a high level of
worker solidarity developed through years of struggles
in the Philippines in the midst of severe repression
(e.g. nabbing of strikes, arrest and torture of union

leaders and members, and assassinations of union leaders).

METRO TORONTO
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CREDIT
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e Education e Loans

JOINUS AT 15 BIRCH AVENUE
PHONE US AT 960-0322

Send to:

METRO TORONTO WOMEN'S
CREDIT UNION LIMITED

P.O. Box 595, Station F
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 2L8

The Ten-Point Pregramme

Since the struggle in the Philippines is much more
intense than the local struggles, activists consider
support work as their primary task for the national demo-
cratic movement. They are guided by the Ten-Point Pro-
gramme of the National Democratic Front. One of the
guidelines involves uniting with all peoples fighting im-
perialism and seeking their support for the Philippine
revolutionary struggle. They subscribe to the analysis
that in a semi-feudal and semi-colonial society like
the Philippines, the three main enemies of the Filipino
people are American imperialism, domestic feudalism, and
bureaucratic capitalism.

When the Philippines formally became independent,
it got the trappings of independence, but substantially
remained a colony. The American colonial rulers saw to
it that the country would continue to be a cheap source
of labour and raw materials. 1In fact, it continues to
be a dumping ground for U.S. finished products as well as
an ideal base for American investments. Internally, they
accomplished this by introducing a political system that
would primarily serve the interests of the U.S. and the
local elite while disregarding the basic aspirations of
the majority of the people, especially the clamor for
land by the peasants who constitute up to 75% of the
population. Thus, you have a system that claims to be
democratic in form, but oligarchic in essence. Exter-
nally, the U.S. government saw to it that military bases
were established in strategic areas of the country to be
used not only as a springboard for intervention in that
part of the world, but also as a protection for U.S.
business interests in the Philippines. It is in these
terms that the Philippines can be described as a semi-
feudal and semi-colonial society.

Emancipation= Democratic Revelution

To achieve genuine economic and political eman-
cipation, the Filipino people must wage both a national
and democratic revolution. "National', in the sense
that it must do away with foreign or U.S. control of
the economy and politics of the Philippines. By "demo-
cratic", it is meant that this revolution must fulfill
the primary aspirations of the people, especially in
the demand for land by the peasants and settlers who
constitute the majority of the population.

The Ten-Point Programme of the National Democra-
tic Front seeks to unite all anti-imperialist and demo-
cratic forces in order to overthrow the U.S.-based Marcos
dictatorship and work for the re-establishment of a coal-
ition government based on a truly democratic system of
representation.

Sustained information work on the NDF programme as
an alternative to the U.S.- based Marcos dictatorship
is conducted by national democratic support groups in
Montreal. Despite strong temptations to insulate them-
selves from the realities of the Philippine situation,
Filipinos in Quebec (as in any place where there are
support groups) are compelled to look beyond their re-
latively comfortable lives and confirm these realities
of a life and death struggle in the Philippines from
relatives and friends back home.

Xhhdk

E.A. Ordonez has taught English in the Philippines. He
is an instructor at Concordia University, Montreal now
on sabbatical. Mr Ordonez and Mr Sayo are active mem-
bers of the Anti (Marcos) Martial Law movement in

Montreal.
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1 he Quebec Referendum and

the Chinese People

William Tse

As a Chinese Canadian in Quebec, I've lived
through the "quiet revolution'" of the sixties, the
FLO October Crisis in 1970 and the coming to power
of the Parti Quebecois nationalist government in
1976. Many of us as an ethnic minority in Quebec
have been trying to understand this new upsurge in
the Ouebec nationalist movement and are indeed ask-
ing, "What do the Quebec people want? What does
this all mean for us Chinese Canadians?"

Quebec A5 an Oppressed Naticn

The important thing that I've come to realize is
that the Quebec people constitute a nation~- an op-
pressed nation within Canada. There are many that
view Quebec as "just another province'" or just a
"language group'". However, the history of Canada shows
shows otherwise.

With the conquest of New France by British co-
lonists in 1760, the people of French origin found
themselves in a dominated position. With the develop-
ment of capitalism and the elimination of pre-indus-
trial economic relations, the English Canadian and
Quebecois nations took shape in Canada. As early as
the first half of the 19th century, Quebec was al-
ready:

a historically evolved stable community

of people, formed on the basis of a

common language, territory, economic

life and psychological make-up manifest-

ed in a common culture.

The rebellions of 1837 in Upper and Lower Cana-
da were a turning point in achieving the independence
and elite democracy of the two nations. In Lower
Canada, the fight was against a national oppression
which hit the Quebecois nation in a harsher and more
cruel way than Upper Canada. The Quebec people was
continually subjected to attempts at forced assimi-
lation (like Lord Durham's report of 1841 which re-
commended the forcible assimilation of French Cana-
dians).

Confederation in 1867 formally granted indepen-
dence to Canada. Right from the beginning, Ouebec
was denied the right to self-determination-- i.e.
the right to decide to come into Canada or not. It
was integrated into Canada without any consultation.
It was never recognized as a nation which should
have equal rights with the English Canadian nation.
In fact, Quebec is not even mentioned in the BNA

act nor the rights of minorities such as the na-
tive people. Thus, confederation established the
English Canadian nation as the dominant nation in
order to consolidate and expand the financial inter-
ests of the economic elite in central Canada.

Throughout the history of this "unequal union"
the Ouebec nation fiercely resisted against national
oppression. During World War I, the Ouebec people
opposed conscription that was imposed on them with-
out any consultation by the Canadian government.
During the 1960's , they fought against other forms
of oppression, such as cheap labour and especially
around the teaching of language and other inequalities
in the school system~-- tactics used to assimilate the
Quebec people.

In the last 20 years, a powerful national move-
ment has been developing. However, this movement is
being led by the economic elites of Quebec that want
to strengthen its own economic interests.

Quebec, as an oppressed nation, should have the
right to self-determination, including the right to
separate from Canada. Chinese Canadians should sup-
port this right of the Quebec people. As an ethnic
minority in Canada fighting for our rights, we must
confront the same system and the same forces that are
denying the Quebec people their democratic rights.
CTV which is owned by the English corporate elite
like John Basset produces programs attacking the rights
of the Quebecois as well as the Chinese people in
Canada. We can fight for our own rights against dis-
crimination and racism in the same way as the Quebec
people are doing.

Chinese Canadians: An Ethnic Mingrity in Canada

Chinese immigrants first came to British Colum-—
bia during the 1850's. They were attracted by the
Fraser River gold rush. They came from California
where they had gone ten years earlier to escape the
grinding poverty of China-- a malaise perpetuated
by foreign domination and feudal oppression.

What they found in Canada was not the promised
"gold mountain". Instead, they found naked racism,
terrible working conditions, low wages, and the
worst jobs.

From 1881 to 1884, 15,000 Chinese workers were
literally imported into Canada to serve as cheap
labour in the construction of the CPR which helped
to expand Canada into the west. Living in misera-
ble conditions, earning starvation wages, they built
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the tracks with their sweat and blood-- over 10%
died on the way.

The government at the time viewed Chinese work-
ers merely as temporary cheap labour to be deported
the minute that the railway was completed. To cut
down the number of Chinese, the government refused
the entry of all Chinese women into Canada. It
also strictly forbade relations between Chinese men
and white women.

To deny the Chinese their democratic rights,

a whole series of racist laws were passed. Some

of these were the "head taxes'", exclusion from cer-
tain jobs, and the Exclusion Act of 1923. 1Indeed,
Chinese Canadians could vote only in 1947 even af-
ter fighting in the two World Wars. 1In other as-
pects of daily life, such as housing, the Chinese
were faced with constant discrimination and racism.

Faced with these conditions, the Chinese peo-
ple in Canada were neither assimilated into English
Canada nor into Quebec. The rewards of contribu-
ting to the growth of Canada and Quebec have been
minimal.

Concentrated in Canada's major cities, the
Chinese people today constitute a viable ethnic
minority. It was formed historically through long
years of development and struggle against injustice
and inequality on Canadian soil.

Chinese Canadians Uniting for Oun Rights

With the worsening economic crisis, Chinese
Canadians are facing greater political and econo-
mic discrimination. It takes on subtle forms through
discrimination on the job and low wages or blatant
forms like the W-5 "Campus Giveaway' program. The
media has also been whipping up hatred against the
Chinese and other Asians in Canada by its racist
attacks on the Vietnamese "boat people'.

The National Citizens Coalition whose Board
of Directors include executives from MacMillan-
Bloedel (until recently 13.4% owned by our old friend
the CPR) and the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce,
took out full page ads to spread its racist propa-
ganda last fall. Journalists like Doug Collins of
the Vancouver Sun and Peter Worthington of the
Toronto Sun are screaming that the "white English
Canadian nation is threatened" by non-white Third
World immigrants.

A National Consciousness

Over the past two years, a national conscious-
ness throughout the Chinese communities across
Canada has been developing. The recent catalyst is
the biased W~5 program on "foreign students". Thou-
sands of Chinese Canadians have demonstrated in the
streets. Anti-W-5 committees have been established
in 16 Canadian cities from Victoria to Halifax
bringing about a unity mever seen before in the
Chinese communities. At the same time, Chinese
Canadians are getting together with other ethnic
groups who are faced with the same injustice and
inequalities. Chinese Canadians are supporting
Black Canadians and Black immigrants in demanding
Jjustice in the killing of Albert Johnson, a Jamaican
immigrant. Chinese, South Asians, Blacks, whites,
and Native people marched together in the anti-
racism demonstration last October in Toronto.

Regional Autonomy fon Chinese Canadians

The present status quo politics of multicul-
turalism being pushed by the federal government does
not recognize our national rights, just as it does
not recognize the national rights of the Quebec
people to self-determination. \

As an ethnic national minority in Canada,
Chinese Canadians should have the democratic right
to regional autonomy in areas where we are concen-—
trated, like Vancouver Chinatown.

Regional autonomy means having an autonomous
government in charge of local affairs to protect
and develop our language and cultural rights as well
as other democratic rights which includes political
and territorial rights. Today, Montreal's China-
town is threatened with destruction by the Place
Guy Favreau project which will disrupt the social
and cultural life of Montreal's Chinese community.
Regional autonomy would not allow this to happen.

All oppressed ethnic minorities in Canada should
have the right to regional autonomy. Under regional
autonomy, the Native people would have control over
their land and resources. In the People's Republic
of China where 55 national minorities, like the
Tibetans, Koreans, and the Moslem Huis live side-
by-side with the majority Han nation, the policies
of regional autonomy are applied to all the national
minorities. All the national minorities are guaran-
teed absolute equality.

O

POETS WANTED !

I am editing an anthology of poems written by Asians

in Canada and Canadians of Asian heritage, tentatively
titled: Land of the Moaning (a line from the Philippine
national anthem). Expected publication date is Spring,
1980. Please send your poems and a brief biography e
to me.

Lakshmi Gill

1114 East l4th Avenue
Vancouuver, B.C.

V5T 2P3

- Lakshmi Gill

SUPPORT THE ASTANADIAN.. BUY A SUBSCRIPTION.. PASS THIS ON TO A FRIEND.. SEND A DONATION..
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The Rejerendum: What are Our Options?

I've shown some basic principles that can guide
us in understanding the national question in Quebec
and Canada. The future of Canada is at stake in the
Quebec referendum. For those of us outside of Ouebec,
if we are to active in fighting for our rights, we
must be active in voicing support for the rights of
the Quebec people.

In English Canada, the various federalist forces
led by people like Premiers Davis and Lougheed are
lining up behind Claude Ryan's no option and taking a
tough line in trying to intimidate the Quebec people
from fighting for their rights. Both these men
say that they will negotiate with Ryan, but not with
Levesque. They both maintain that Quebec is just a
province and do not recognize any mnational rights of
Quebec.

In an effort to deceive the Canadian people who
want to maintain unity, a "people to people" peti-
tion is being circulated asking Quebec to stay in
Canada. But this petition does not recognize Quebec
as a nation not its rights to self-determination.

However, there are many English Canadians who
are supporting these basic rights of Ouebec. Com-
mittees to Defend Quebec's Rights to Self-Determina-
tion have been set up in Toronto, Vancouver, and
other cities. Chinese Canadians in English Canada
should take a stand on this question and denounce
the federalist forces that are attacking the Quebec
people as well as attacking our own rights.

For Chinese Canadians in Quebec, should we vote
"yes" or "no"? Before we answer that question, we
should analyse what each of these options has to
offer to the Quebec people and to the Chinese people
in particular.

The "No Option" Means the Status Quo

Claude Ryan's constitutional proposals for a
"renewed federalism'" does mot recognize Quebec as a
nation. Ryan's Quebec Liberal party, like the other
federalist parties, considers Quebec to be just ano-
ther province. Ryan's "Beige Paper' may give greater
decentralization from Ottawa, play around with the
division of power to give ''greater equality between
the provinces", but it does not tackle the basic
question of eqaulity of nations and the right to
self-determination of the Quebec people. Ryan may
even have the problem of selling his decentraliza-
tion scheme since his old nemesis, Pierre Trudeau
is back on the scene. Trudeau, as an ardent cen-
tralist, is well knowm.

Ryan's '""No Option" is just a continuation of
the federalist politics which oppresses the Quebec
people and maintains the inequalities that are used
to divide the different ethnic minorities.

The federalism of Ryan, Joe Clark, and Trudeau,
while denying Quebec's rights as a nation, has noth-
ing to offer the oppressed ethnic minorities like
the Native people and the Chinese Canadians. In fact,
the Canadian government's politics of "multilingualism"
and "multiculturalism" continue to rob the Native peo-
ple of their land and resources. It has not recognized
any land claims of the Native people not their rights
to autonomy over their land, culture, and economic
development. It is the same system that threatens to
destroy Montreal's Chinatown and forsters racist cam-
paigns against the Vietnamese refugees and racist
programs like W-5.

That is why the "No Option" alternative is

impossible to support. For supports means the
continuing the status quo and the constant oppression
of the Quebec people and other ethnic minorities.

The Parti Quebecois and the "Yes Option"

The PO mainly represents the Quebec commercial
interests who want to develop and consolidate its
hold on Quebec. With its coming to power in 1976,
the PQ leads the nationalist movement in Quebec. It
identifies English Canada and English Canadians as
the main enemies of the Ouebec people and not the
economic system that is actually responsible for na-
tional oppression. In fact, the PQ like the Liberals
upholds the economic mainstream. It does not want to
change the system, but rather to transfer the powers
of exploitation from the Canadian monopolies in order
to strengthen the Quebecois corporate elite. In order
to build up Quebec's economy, the PO has asked the
Quebec workers to tighten their belts "for the interest
of the nation".

The PQ is taking a step by step approach to inde-
pendence in order to stay in power. Opinion polls
show that only 23% of Quebecois want independence.

That is why the PO has chosen a deceitful question for
the referendum. The referendum question does not al-
low the Ouebec people to exercise their right to self-
determination. It does not ask whether the Quebec peo-
ple want to stay in Canada or not, nor does it offer
any constitutional option. It just asks the people of
Quebec to give the PO a "mandate'-- a blank cheque to
negotiate with Ottawa.

The PQ does not serve the interest of the Quebec
working people nor the ethnic minorities in Quebec.

In fact, the PQ has done nothing to eliminate the in-
equalities faced by the Ouebec people while taking dis-
criminatory positions against the ethnic minorities in
Quebec.

For example, health and welfare spending in Ouebec
has decline (from 31.1% to 28%) since the PQ came to
power. French speaking workers still have to work in
English in such multinational companies as Pratt &
Whitney if they want to advance in their jobs. English
Canadian businesses still maintain their privileges.

On the other hand, the PQ anti-democratic language
Bill 101 does not protect the rights of ethnic minori-
ties, but in fact removes the rights of the Native
people as well as the Chinese Canadians to choose the
language of education for their children. Further-
more, the PQ has strengthened its government monopoly,
Hydro Ouebec which has robbed huge tracts of land
around James Bay from the Native people of Canada.

"Soveredignty Association” and the Chinese

The PQ's plan for separation actually does not
eliminate the inequalities faced by the vast majority
of Quebecois. If it does nothing for its own people,
what can it do for ethnic minorities like the Native
people and the Chinese people of Ouebec?

Kkhkkk

William Tse who came to Canada at an early age has
an M.Eng. Ain Mechanical Engineening.
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April 16, 1980 was an important date in the
history of racial minorities in Canada. On that
day, the CTIV Television Network made a full public
apology to the Chinese Canadjans on a racist and
distorted programme that the network aired last
fall. "We sincerely apologize for the fact that
Chinese Canadians were depicted as foreigners...",
network president Murray Chercover said in the
public apology, "and for whatever distress this
stereotyping may have caused them in the context of
our multicultural society.”

On September 30 last year, CIV's W5 public
affairs programme broadcasted a segment entitled
"Campus Giveaway". The item alleged that foreign
students, mainly of Chinese descent, were taking
away the places of Canadians in the universities.
It made no distinction between Chinese foreign
students and Canadian students of Chinese descent
who may be third-generation Canadians. The presen-
tation of the programme was "'racist in tone and

CHEUK KWAN

effect". It focused on a particular group of
minorities, the Chinese Canadian, and in essence,
labelled them as foreigners. Furthermore,
university community and immigration officials
were quick to point out that the foreign

student statistics were "grossly distorted and
inaccurate." (Ed.note: see also "The Foreign
Threat That Never Was!'" by Kwan, Asianadian Vol 2,
Yo. 3.)

The uproar from the Chinese community was
unexpected and unprecedented. Following the
programme's airing, five students from the Chinese
Students Association of the University of Toronto
filed a libel and slander suit against CTV and W5's
producers. In late November, the "Ad Hoc Committee
of the Council of Chinese Canadians in Ontario
Against W5" was formed in Toronto to protest the
programme. Thirteen committee members and over
six hundred volunteers from Toronto's Chinese com~
munity worked unrelentlessly to publicize the issue
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and to raise funds for the anticipated legal
expense.

Through persistence and perseverence, the
"Campus Giveaway" issue was finally made known to
a great part of the Chinese community and to the
Canadian public at large. Support came from poli-
ticians, government agencies, as well as ethnic
communities. The black, south Asian, Japanese and
the Jewish communities, who have all faced racial
injustices in the past, have been most supportive
in the issue. Ad hoc committees against W5 were
also formed across the country, starting with
Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver.

On Saturday, January 26, more than a thousand
people crowded the auditorium and eight classrooms
in the Faculty of Education at the University of
Toronto to attend a mass rally organized by the Ad
Hoc Committee. The audience were greeted by
speeches and statement from twenty politicians,
ethnic and civil rights leaders. Heading the list
of politicians were Toronto's mayor John Sewell and
MP's Bob Rae and Bob Kaplan. Mayor Sewell has been
hailed as "a champion of minorities in Toronto" by
the city's press; Rae and Kaplan represent, respec-
tively, ridings with heavy Chinese and Jewish popu-
lation.

More colourful speeches came from various ethnic
and civil rights spokesperson. Bromley Armstrong,
the outspoken Ontario Human Rights Commissioner at
that time, condemned the W5 programme and urged for
more ethnic representation in the media. "Let us
take a cue from CKEY and CITY-TV," Armstrong urged,
"and let's put some of our own people up there in the
media so that we can say, at last, we've made it."
Dr. Wilson Head, president of the National Black
Coalition reminded the audience that the Chinese was
the only ethnic group who ever had a head tax placed
on them. Head went on to say that "CTV may have in-
advertently did you all a favour in arousing you
to fight back." Professor George Bancroft from the
Faculty of Education would not give the CIV pro-
gramme an A, B, C, D or F grade. He would give it
a P. "P for pollution... anything that pollutes
must be cleaned up.... anything that pollutes the
mind must be eradicated."

At the end of the hour and a half rally, those
inside the rally were joined by a thousand more
people for a mile and a half march down Bloor Street
to CTV's headquarters. The protest march of 2,500
people was the largest in Chinese Canadian history.

When the marchers reached CTV office, a formal
protest letter was delivered. It outlined three
demands from the Ad Hoc Committee: a full public
apology from the network for the racist nature of
the programme, reparation of the damages done, and
a committment from the network not to air similar
programmes again. Outside the CTV office, picketers
chanted slogans such as "all Canadians equal rights"
"Biased show, W5 got to go', and "black brown red,
yellow and white, we Canadians must unite'.

The protest march and picketing reversed the
traditional stereotype that the Chinese Canadians
were politically docile. The march itself attracted
people from across the community, including a
seventy-year old man who said, "I have been here for
fifty-six years and I am very happy that, at last,
we have the courage to stand up." One police
inspector remarked that it was the best organized
event he has seen in his career and that "if you
guys ever want to do this again, I will be glad to

help out."

The Toronto event received support and dele-
gates from neighbouring cities such as Hamilton,
Windsor, Guelph, Ottawa and Montreal. On the same
day, the Ad Hoc Committee of Chinese Canadians
Against W5 in Edmonton organized a similar rally and
picket. 500 participants, including representatives
from Calgary and Vancouver, joined the march in sub-
zero temperature to the local CTV office.

The protest march was undoubtedly the climax of
the W5 movement up to that time. The period that
followed saw heavy emphasis on the organization of
the Chinese community. Toronto's representatives
eventually visited Chinese communities across the
country and altogether sixteen ad hoc committees-—-—
from victoria to Halifax-- were formed.

The ad hoc committees continued to apply public
pressure with complaints to provincial and federal
Human Rights Commissions and a demand for a special
CRTC hearing. Supporting these were 20,000 petition
signatures gathered across the country.

Yielding to public pressure, CTV sought a meet-
ing with Toronto's Ad Hoc Committee. In the enelis
on February 5, CTV sought ways to repair the rift
caused by the "Campus Giveaway' programme. Repre-
sentatives of the Ad Hoc Committee reiterated their
three demands and made known to CTV that their de-
mands were firm.

On March 16, without consulting the Chinese
Canadian communities, CTV aired what the producers
of W5 presumably regarded as an apology. Helen
Hutchinson, the show's hostess, read a statement on
behalf of W5. Briefly, it said that "the programme
upseted two groups of Canadians: the universities,
which said the facts were inaccurate; and the Chi-
nese Canadian community, who said the program was
racist and cast slurs upon its members.”" It said
that last November, CTV attempted to invite the
Chinese Canadian community to present its point of
view in a follow-up program. Finally, "W5 regrets
any offence that may have been unintentionally given
to the Chinese Canadian community." CTV also
admitted to the error that the 100,000 foreign stu-
dents number should have been 58,000 visa students
at all levels of education.

Although it was seen as a welcome change of
CTV's attitude, the statement did not satisfied the
Chinese Canadian community. Mr. Siukeong Lee, co-
ordinator of Montreal's Ad Hoc Committee wrote:

"we do not consider the token gesture of CTV any-
where near a sincere and honest response.'" The
chairman of Vancouver's Ad Hoc Committee, Patrick
Chen, wrote in their press release that the state-
ment is "'wholly inadequate to redress the damage
done by the story to the Chinese Canadian community
and to the cause of multi-culturalism in this coun-
try..... The reasons for the protest are not acknow-
ledged but rather ignored. The issues raised are
studiously evaded. There is no indication in the
statement that W5 really understands what was wrong
with the story in the first place.”

Dr. Donald Chu, chairman of Toronto's Ad Hoc
Committee said that he was not aware that his group
was ever invited to participate in the follow-up
programme. '"Even as late as January 26, the day of
the protest march, W5's producers 'strongly dis-
agree with the position of the marchers'', Chu said.

The March 16 statement further hastens the need
for a more concerted effort among all cities and
a coordination of pressure tactics at the national
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level. The weekend of April 18-20 was chosen for
a national meeting of all ad hoc committees in
Toronto.

CTV and Toronto's Ad Hoc Committee met again on
April 3. Mr Ian Scott, the committee's legal
counsel as well as the legal counsel for the student
plaintiffs, restated the concern of the Chinese
Canadian communities. Informed sources revealed
that it was during this meeting that the real issue
-- that of racistly labelling Chinese Canadians
as foreigners—- was finally brought home to CTV.
-Subsequent meeting on April 15 further brought the
two parties close to agreeing on a settlement pack-
age. On April 16, negotiators from both sides sat
down for a day-long session. That afternoon, CTV
released a prepared apology to the public.

The apology, issued by the president and mana-
ging director of CTV Network, Murray Chercover, read
in part: "We were clearly wrong in our presentation
of the facts and W5's initial defence of the pro-
gramme. Right after the programme was broadcast our
critics ——- particularly Chinese Canadians and the
universities —- criticized the programme .as racist:
they were right, although it was never our intention
to produced a racist program. There is no doubt that
the distorted statistics combined with our visual
presentation, made the programme appear racist in
tone and effect. We share the dismay of our critics
that this occured....".

Chercover vowed that CIV has instituted "a bet-
ter system of checks and balances" and said that "we
have also reviewed our editorial and management
svstems and changes have been made, both in those
systems and in personnel."

In a joint statement issue by CTV and Toronto's
Ad Hoc Committee, both parties announced that discus-
sions between them have been fruitful and have pro-
duced a large measure of understanding and goodwill.
"They have also resulted in a tentative settlement
which both parties hope will begin to repair the
rift caused between CTV and Chinese Canadians, and
which would also be beneficial to our multicultural
society as a whole." The settlement package involves
CTV's pledge to make a program on 'unconscious
racism” in the 1980/1981 season's W5 series.

On April 18, barely two days after CTV's apo-
logy, representatives from sixteen ad hoc committees
were welcomed by Mayor John Sewell to the national
meeting in Toronto. The Chinese Canadian National
Council for Equality, the first such national organ-

ization in Chinese Canadian history,was formed the
next day. Dr. Joseph Wong, an active member of
Toronto's Ad Hoc Committee was elected as its first
chairman and received the mandate to form the
Council's first executive committee in Toronto.

On the following day, April 20, the newly formed -
Chinese Canadian National Council for Equality rati-
fied the settlement package agreed between CTV and
Toronto's Ad Hoc Committee.

At the press conference on Sunday, April 20,
the new national council announced its purpose:
to safeguard the dignity and equality of all Chi-
nese Canadians and other ethnic groups in this
country. CIV's apology was also formally accepted:
"It takes courage to admit one's mistakes, we con-
gratulate and salute CTV for their courage and
greatness.'" Secretary of State Jim Fleming accused
the media at the press conference of failing to
understand the multi-racial and multi-cultural
reality of Canada. He called on the Canadian Radio-
Television and Telecommunications Commision to alter
its regulations so that it can act to prevent or
redress racially biased programmes such as W5's
"Campus Giveaway'.

1000 persons joined in on Sunday night for a
Chinese banquet and to listen to congratulatory
speeches. Speakers that night included Secretary
of State Jim Fleming, MP's Pat Carney of Vancouver-
Centre and Bob Rae of Toronto's Broadview-Greenwood
ridings, leaders of Ontario's Liberal and NDP par-
ties Stuart Smith and Michael Cassidy, as well as
other ethnic and media representatives. The CTV
apology, came just four days before the banquet,
had turned what was intended to be another anti-W5
gathering into a celebration banquet.

CTV's apology to the Chinese Canadians repre-
sented a turning point in this country's minority
rights. For the first time in history, a major
network has openly apologized to an ethnic commu-—
nity. For the first time in history, the politi-
cally docile Chinese community fought back for
its equal right. Over the course of W5 controversy
minority groups in the country have watched the
events intensely-~ because the outcome of the issue
may well be a test case for furture racial relations.
As Dr. Donald Chu said in the official response to
CTV: "The successful resolution of this unfortu-

nate incident is a testimony to the greatness of
our just and democratic country."
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With Camille Laurin

The fofLowing Face to Face A4 a word by wond trhans-
cipt of a taped interview befween Asianadian corres-
pondent, Siukeong Lee and Camifle Lauwrin, Quebec Min-
isten of State forn Culturnal Development. The inter-
view ook place on Manch 16, 1980 at the CLub Espano
in Montreal.

As architect of the PQ governmment's Language
and cultural policies, Monsieur Laurin has been ne-
garded as one of the PQ government's fervent nation-
alists. M. Lawin was a psychiatnist prion to his
becoming a politician.

What is the Quebec's government's cultunal policy to-
wards minonities?

Laurin: The Quebec government has stated its policy
very well in the White Paper on Cultural Development.
We stated that the cultural diversity of Quebec is a
contribution to the progress and development of Que-
bec. And so we urge the cultural communities to de-
velop their own community in conformity with their
identity. And second, we have said that it belongs
to them to state what they want, what they need for
this cultural development. Third, we've said that
after this is done, the Quebec government is ready to
give to those various cultural communities the tools,
the equipment-~ cultural equipments necessary to
achieve the ends or the aims they have set for them-
selves.

Could you elLaborate on this?

For example, if the cultural communities tell us that
in a particular sector they want to develop say a de-
partment of superior study at one of our universities
to see what the Chinese cultural has done in Quebec
and what it could do in the future, and if this en-
tails the institution of a university department, we
are very ready to accept that and take the steps with
the University of Montreal or the University of Quebec
to set up such a department. *If the Chinese community
need to develop a specific art form such as Chinese
dance or opera (which I consider very valuable), we
will be ready at the Department of Cultural Affairs

to see what we can do about that. We consider these
cultural developments and added increment to the over-
all cultural development of Quebec. But a project
must be set up by the Chinese community first. But

we don't want to define what they want or what they
need. We can only ask them to take those responsi-
bilities as a first step and only after we intervene,
after we have come up with a dialogue and discussion
can we be ready to make them share the wealth of Que-
bec. Only then can they have a share of this wealth
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because the Chinese community is a full fledge mem-
ber of the society of Quebec.

At Least two minonity cultures of Asian onigin (the
Chinese and Japanese community culitures) in Quebec
ane being threatened in thein efforts fo survive.

The Japanese have suffered by a mprniad of factors orni-
ginating from thein World Warn 11 Linternment and the
Chinese community has been threatened by the social
and physical demolition of Chinatowm. Th: construc-
£ion o4 Place Guy Favreau and the Convention Centre
are two prime examples.
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Given these facts, does the government have any
specdfic policies to prevent the funther deteriona-
tion of these culitures?

I would be very cautious to define precise solutions
to the problems you've set up in front of me. I
would ‘much prefer the Japanese community to define,
within themselves, exactly the solution. For exam-
ple, to have the opinion of all the members of a com-
munity uniting under a single project and presenting
this project to us would be beneficial. We would
intervene at that level. But not before you have de-
fined for yourself what you really need. Once this
is done, I can say again that we will be extremely
interested to concur and develop these particular pro-
jects.

Why should Quebecens of Asian onigin parnticipate in
the Referendum campaign?

Because they are full fledge Quebecers. And if we

can set up a political regime, an economic regime

where the economy of Quebec will be strengthened;

where expenses can be curtailed because they are use-
less; if we can develop policies that will eradicate

or diminish the unemployment that we have, this would
be good for the Chinese people as well as for all other
Quebecers. The economic reasons for a "Yes" vote are
the most important ones. Chinese, Quebecers of Chi-
nese origin have to think over this because, after all,
the economic understructure is fundamental for any kind
of progress—- social progress, cultural progress.

This is why we say that whatever the language, whatever
the origin, everyone has to think deeply about the rea-
sons favouring a "Yes" or "No'" vote.

One cunrnent opindon 4s that i4 Quebecerns of Asian oni-
gin vote "N¢", this would maintain the status quo that
48 cwwently unfjust and unfain to the minonities. 14
they vote "Ves", this would give political capital to
the Panti Quebecods. What is youn opinion on this?

I don't think that the Chinese or the Japanese commu-
nities have profited so much from the federal regime.
On the contrary, if we can set up a regime, a new re-
gime where the economic well being of all Ouebecers
will be strengthened, in a spirit of liberty, in a spi-
rit of respect for the cultural identity of all the
communities of Quebec, I wonder what would remain as a
real and true objection to a "Yes" vote.

You know that changes have to be made. The 4fa-
fus quo is not good in itself. When the sfatus quo
does not benefit Quebecers, when it hinders the develop-
ment of Quebecers—- all the cultural communities of
Quebec, then we have to think over the changes that
should be made because the sfatus quo has become insuf-—
ficient. And this is why we urge all Quebecers to
think it over. Changes are sometimes not only neces-
sary, but urgent. They are urgent for economic as well
as for cultural reasons.

In the government's White Paper on Language policy, A%
was stated that the policy was to prevent culfural
ghetios to appear in Quebec.

Yes, this is true.

Given this statement, has new developments justified
the Language bilL since the passage of BLLE 1017

Yes, I think Bill 101 has allowed those who speak Eng-
lish before, those who have started English schooling
to continue as they have begun.

But, we said that for the new people coming to
Quebec, it is necessary for them to go to the schools
of Quebec—- French speaking schools. If they went
to Ontario, they would go to an English school; if
they came to Quebec, they must enrol in a French
school because this is the school of the majority.
And for their own benefit, their economic well being
as well as their cultural development, they need to
share in the language of the majority which is a so-
cial cohesive factor. This does not prevent the de-
velopment of their own peculiar characteristics as
a community group—~ not at all. This is what is done
in every country in the world-- so why shouldn't it
be done in Quebec?

—ASIANADIAN—
SPEAHERS’
FORUM

WELCOMES INQUIRIES FROM ETHNIC GROUPS,
MUNITY CENTRES, EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS,
AND OTHERS INTERESTED IN HAVING RESOURCE

PERSONS SPEAK ON THE ASIAN EXPERIENCE IN
CANADA. CALL 921-5856 or 961-3781

COM-

TELL US YOUR NEEDS. CONTACT THE WORKSHOP.
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A'Prison” For Chinese Immigrants

Chuen-YanDavid Laj

Swel||im ajey

The immigration Building, which was built by the
federal government, was situated at the corner of On-
tario and Dalls streets. While it was being demolished
in November, 1977, the writer discovered that after he
removed layers of paint from the walls, Chinese writings
were exposed. Interviews with elderly Chinese reveal-
ed that some of them had been confined in the Immigra-
tion Building for one or two days or as long as a month
or more. They recalled their misery and agony while
they were "imprisoned" in the building. This story is
to describe the physical layout of the Building, reveal
its real function and translate some of the wall wri-
ting which recorded the inner feelings of the Chinese
immigrants while they were detained there.

Physical Layout

The two-storeyed Immigration Building was surround-
ed by spacious lawns around which a low stone wall with

Many of the building's

iron bars on top was erected.
structural features indicated that it was by no means

an ordinary government office building. Its exterior
walls were made of five columns of red bricks and mea-
sured slightly over twenty inches thick. According

to a government engineer, it is unnecessary for an im-
migration building to have such thick, exterior walls
unless it is used for a special purpose such as a pri-
son. All the building's windows were barred with strong
iron rods. On the forst floor, the reception room was
windowless, dark and gloomy, and the dining room was
enough to accommodate more than a hundred people. The
second floor was partitioned by strong concrete walls
into cells. Their doors opened to a central corridor
which could be closed on either side by a strong iron
gate. Wrought iron staircases and fire escapes leading
to the first floor were enclosed by strong iron cage-
like structures. A large kitchen was found in the base-
ment where all openings were covered with heavyweight

O
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iron screens and bars. All these features indicate
that the Immigration Building was by no means an ordi-
nary federal government office building.

Function

The primary use of the Immigration Building was
discovered after a search of the city records for se-
wage connections. The building was built in 1908 and
designated to be used as a "Detention Hospital”. (1)
This explains why the building has unusually thick
exterior walls and a prison-like layout. Interviews

with a former immigration officer and elderly Chinese
in Victoria revealed that during the early days, Asian
immigrants, mostly the Chinese, were detained under
restraint in the building when they first arrived in
Canada. (2) The Canadian government had to process
the Chinese immigrants in Victoria as it did not main-
tain an immigration office in Hong Kong or in China.
When a ship carrying Chinese passengers from Hong Kong

arrived at Victoria, it would be moored at Rithet's
Wharf from where the Chinese were escorted ashore and
marched directly to the Immigration Building. In-
side the building, they would be questioned, asked to
pay their head taxes, and undergo medical examinations.
If too many passengers arrived at the same time, they
might be confined in the cells of the building for
several days before they could be freed from custody.
If they were found to be physically defective, having
false statements in their application forms or with-
out the $500. head tax, they would be confined in the
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building until the next ship from Hong Kong came and
took them back to China. After the Chinese were bar-
red in 1923, the Immigration Building was used to pro-
cess such other immigrants as the Filipinos and the
Japanese.

Demolition

The Immigration Building ceased to be used after
1958 and was sold to Victoria Machinery Depot. In 1974
the Neighbourhood Improvement Project Committee of the
City recommended the acquisition of the building for
community use. This proposal was rejected, possibly
because the building was considered to be too far away
from the community to be used as a community centre. (3)
When Harold Husband, President of Victoria Machinery
Depot, applied to the City Council for permission to
demolish the building, the James Bay Residents League
immediately took up the cause of preserving it because
they treasured it as a heritage area. (4) However,
the building was not put on the heritage designation
list by the City's Heritage Advisory Committee nor was
it examined by the Heritage Conservation Branch of the
then Ministry of Recreation and Preservation. (5) The
James Bay Residents League thus failed to save the
building from demolition which was completed at the
end of 1977,

Wall Writings

The Immigration Building was notoriously known
to the Chinese as Chu-tsai-uk (pigpen). The term ori-
ginated from the system of recruiting Chinese coolies
for the Straits Settlements in the early 19th century.
(6) Such a system savored of the buying and selling
of pigs in a village fair. By a small advance in money
or goods, a headman recruited workers (the 'piggies')
from villages in South China, and took possession of
the person as his merchandise. The 'piggies' were
then shipped to Singapore or Penang where they were
confined on board the vessel or in a lodging house

O
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ashore until they were sold to those who needed labour.

This kind of coolie trade was known as Mai-chu-£sai
(the sale of piggies), and the lodging house was cal-
led Chu-Zsai-uk, The Chinese immigrants to Canada
were confined in the Immigration Building in Victoria,
in a similar situation to those coolies in a lodging
house in Singapore or Penang. Therefore, the name
Chu-tsai-uk was coined for the building. After his
visit of the building in February, 1923, Dr. Chilean
Tsur, Chinese Consul-General for Canada, protested
that the Chinese were "confined behind bars and fed
poorly, and conditions... were better in some Chinese
prisons than they were in the immigration sheds in
Victoria." (7) In the early days, many Chinese in
China dreamt of going to Gim Shan (Gold Mountain), to
seek their fortunes. After they landed in Victoria,
they were immediately confined in cells from where
they could see their dreamland only through barred
windows. As most of them had left their native vil-
lages for the first time and did not know English,
they could not understand why they were incarcerated.
Their shock and anger were expressed in writing on
the walls of their cells. Based on this speculation,
the writer asked the demolition workers whether they
noticed any Chinese characters written inside the
building. He then discovered that many of the wri-
tings has been painted over at least twice. Some of
them became discernible after the paint was rubbed
off. They are freely translated as follows:

A notice written by someone from Hsin-hui county
in Kwangtung province was carved with a sharp point on
a column.

Fellow countrnymen, read the following notice

quickly:

Having amassed several hundred doflans,

1 Le4t my native home fon a foreign Land.

To my surpnise, T was kept inside a prison cell!

Alas, there 44 nowhere for me to go from here,

1 can see neithen the world outside norn my dear

parents.

When 1 think of this, my tears begin fo stream

down .

To whom can T congide my sornriow,

But to wiite a few Lines in this room.

A person surnamed Lee from T'ai-shan county in
Kwangtung province wrote a 'poem' and carved it on a
wall on September 4, 1911,

Sitting alone in the Customs office,

My heart aches.

Had I not been poonr,

T would not have travelled far away from my home.

1 went abroad upon my brother's advice.

The black devil here is unreasonable

Azd gonces the Chinese fo sweep and clean the

§loon.

Twe meals a day are provided

But 1 wonden when I will be homeward bound.,

An anomymous person wrote a prose piece with Chi-
nese ink which was uncovered after the paint was re-—
moved.

Leaving my parents, wife and children, 1 have

come to the GolLd Mountain because 1 am poon.

By various means, I managed to gather a thousand

and some odd doflans and bought my passage to

Canada. Unexpectedly T was congined in the

Customs Office where I was subjected to a medical

checkup. They examined my eyes, fonced me to

suip Lo the waist and take off my pants to Lay
bare my body. What crimes have 1 committed?

Why am 1 confined here Like a prisonen? Sitting

alone in the cell, 1 always think of my parents.

My dear fellow countrymen, wornk hard hene!

Aften you are financially successful, retwwn

o your motherland and help build your mother

counthy strong and rdch.

Two 'poems' were carved with a sharp point on a
wall in 1919. )
1 have always yearned fo go to the Gokd Mowrtan.

But instead it is hell, full of hardships. 1 was
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detained in a prison and tears rolled down my

cheeks.

My wife at home is Longing for my Lettenr,

L;)Lho_ can fornetell when I will be able to nefun
ome?

1 cannot sleep because my heant is §illed with
hate. When 1 think of the foreign barbarians,

my angen will nise sky high. They put me in jail

and make me suffern this misery. 1 moan until

the eanly dawn,

But who will console me hene.

An anomymous person carved a 'poem' on a wall,
and another 'poem' entitled "My Wife's Admonishment"
was written in 1911 in Chinese ink on another wall.

1 am in prison because 1 covet riches.

Driven by povernty 1 sailed here over the choppy

Aea.

Had 1 not had fo Labour 4on money,

1 would atready have retwwed home fto China.

My Wife's Admonishment

You go abroad to seek wealth because we are poon.

JIn yourn sofounn, do not sow your wild oats.
Befone you depanted, 1 enjoined you to rememben
that you have a wife and children at home.
PLease work diligently and be frugal with money.
Two year hence, retuwn home to sweep your an-
ceston's Lomb.

Remember, owr backs are bare;

Noz hatf a cup of nice can be scooped grom the
pot;

ALL oun houseware L8 worn and forn;

Our house 48 dilapidated.

Your gambling has driven us fo poverty.

In tearns, 1 beg you Lo heprent.

You are forntunate fo have an elden brothen to pay
your head tax.

Always nemember your gratitude to him.

Conclusion

The Chinese writings on the walls of the Immigration
Building reveal how the imprisoned Chinese felt, how they
were treated and why they had emigrated to Canada. Al-
though they may not have been physically abused, they
must have been shaken psychologically by the incarcera-
tion experience. Along with the Chinese, Filipinos,
Japanese and other Asian people who passed through the
building doors also left their thoughts on the walls of
the cells. Now that the building has been demolished,
the inner anguish of the early Asian immigrants to B.C.
through their writings have also vanished.
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Chuen-Yan David Lai teaches geography at the University
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Internacional

PALAKA POWER:
CULTURAL REVIVALISM IN HAWAII

by Dan Shimabuku

against the wind, sun, dust, and the Luna's
{ovenseen's) whips, Palaka Power will protect
the people's internests....

»®
Like the Palaka cloth that protected our people -y,
%
)

WHERE HAWATI CAME FROM

Hawaii, the Aloha State, was admitted into the
union of the United States of America, as the 50th
state, in 1959-- a commonly known bit of history.
But what occurred to culminate in that much herald-
ed event? The following can easily be gleaned from
most general histories on Hawaii-- I used the Ency-
clopedia Britannica, Volume 11, 1973, and the Ency-
clopedia Americana, International Edition, Volume
14, 1970. And, if what you are about to read seems
incredulous to you, go look it up for yourself!

A Sovereign Nation

It all began on that fateful day in 1778, when
Capt. James Cook, an English navigator, landed on
the beaches of Kealakekua Bay, and dubbed his new
discovery the Sandwich Islands after his patron the
Earl of Sandwich (himself a notable discovered, but
of cuisine rather than people). Perhaps Capt. Cook
ignited the natives into civil wars and eventual
unification of all of Hawaii under the great war-
rior-king, Kamehameha I. After a long series of
bloody campaigns, King Kamehameha I declared him-
self sole ruler and governor of the Hawaiian Is-
lands in 1810. He was a just and strong king. It
is said that during his reign, "the old, men and
women, and little children could sleep safely in
the highways.'

His successors, Kamehameha II and Kamehameha
I1I, forged Hawaii into a sovereign, internation-
ally respected and peaceful nation. Hawaiian am-
bassadors were sent abroad to be received by heads
of state of Europe and the United States. In 1839,
the Declaration of Rights was established; it was
Hawaii's Magna Carta. The Edict of Toleration was
signed on June 17, 1839, and, on October 8, 1840,
the Hawaiian Constitution guaranteed a representative
body of legislators elected by the people, a civil

King Kamehameha The Great
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court system and a Hawaiian Supreme Court. In 1842,
the laws of the land were published. Hawaii's offi-
cial motto was Ua mauke eao ka aina 4 ka pono, "the
life of the land is perpetuated in righteousness."
The old feudal rules and polytheistic religion were
cast aside for a new democracy founded on Christian-
ity.

Tides of Colonialism

But Hawaii was too small a nation to withstand
the tides of global colonialism. In 1887, King Kala-
kaua was forced to open Pearl Harbor as a naval sta-
tion and coaling base. And on that rainy day of Jan-
uary 17, 1893, U.S. Marines walked up to the nation's
capital, the magnificent Iolani Palace, and imprison-
ed Hawaii's most beloved monarch, Queen Liliuokalani,
sister of the recently deceased King Kalakaua. Queen
Liliuokalani, destined to die behind locked doors,
was indeed a Pacific jewel thrust into the darkness
of bodily enslavement. Yet her spirit soared as she
composed, while in prison, lasting works of poetry
and music which continue to stir the hearts of all
native peoples of Hawaii.

Easily putting down a series of pathetic insur-
rections which surged on until 1895, the United States
secured the Islands as their own. James Michener's
Paradise of the Pacigic was proclaimed a republic,
with Sanford B. Dole as the '"liberated" nation's new
president. This is the same Sanford Dole who was Ha-
waii's pineapple baron. Almost the next day, Presi-
dent Dole, requested that the United States Congress
annex Hawaili as a territory, and, of course, it imme-
diately was.

The population of Hawaii grew and the native peo-
ple soon began their rapid decline. Hawaii was con-
verted into America's stronghold in the Pacific Ocean,

and became the American back door to the Orient. Scho-
field barracks expanded to be America's largest perma-
nent army post. Pearl Harbor was established as a ma-
jor U.S. naval base by an act of Congress in 1908.
There was no turning back, neither for the Hawaiians
nor for any other of the countless diminishing breeds
of humanity subjugated by colonial powers throughout
the world.

So that's where Hawaii came from. Now, where is
the State of Hawaii going? This question is exactly
what motivated me to write.

THE MEANING OF PALAKA POWER

At the heart of this article is a 22-page pam-
phlet, entitled Palfaka Powen. It was writtem by my
cousin, David Hagino, and widely publicized by his
close friend and associate, John Waihee (see inserts).
I can best characterize this inspiring pamphlet by
quoting from its critics.

Anti-white?

Some may say the pamphlet is racist and anti-
white. Peter Rosegg, Honolulu Advertiser Editorial
Writer, pointed out: "looking to the future, some
palaka advocates see the need for unity among non-
whites here as Caucasians become the largest minori-
ty and edge toward a simple majority." ''Some new
people seem unaware of and uninterested in Hawaii's
uniqueness. For them Hawaii is just a speck in the
ocean with beach and good weather. They are not be-
coming part of the local identity of creating a new
one, they just transport another place (often des-
cribed as a suburb 0f L.A.) here."

Richard Borreca, Honolulu Advertiser Political

B>

Capt. Cook comes to Hawaii

The Asianadian



Writer, perhaps understood the situation when he
wrote: 'Waihee explains that this is the basis of
Oriental and Hawaiian thinking. The opposite, indi-
vidual over the community, intolerance, disrespect
for the land and a lack of commitment are all wesfern
ideas.”

Some may view it all as subtly opportunistic.
Jerry Burris, Homolulu Advertiser Political Writer,
reported on December 17, 1978, soon after the state
elections: "Freshman, State Representative David
Hagino, D-12th District, sees himself as riding a
historical wave that gained momentum during the 1960s
and is about to crest as Hawaiian politics enter the
1980s."

New Legislation proposed

In the pamphlet, circulated among fellow sup-
porters and law students at the University of Hawaii,
David Hagino proposed that the following positive
measures be acted upon by the 1978 Constitutional
Convention.

*% We must ensure the preservation of the 'aina
(land). "We must control growth and population in
Hawaii. 1If we continue to believe that we will al-
ways have water and energy, we will never seriously
control our growth and population and the 'aina will
continue to be desecrated."

%% Tdle military land must again be of benefit
to the people of Hawaii. "Lands currently held by
the Federal Government that can be returned to the
State should pass directly to the Hawaiian Homes Com-
mission or to a Native Hawaiian Corporation to be
composed of alf Native Hawaiians who are residents of
Hawaii.

** We must preserve the culture of native peo-
ples. "The legislature should pass a tax on tourist
related activities and the revenues collected shall
be placed in a Hawaiian Preservation Fund to be used
for the preservation and promotion of Hawaiian cul-
ture."

**% We must have community control of our news-
papers. The media should be accountable to the in-
terest of local Hawaiians.

This is the meaning of Palaka Power. It is out
of a passion for Hawaii and to preserve all which is
truly Hawaiian that motivates local peoples like
Hagino and Waihee to speak out, run for office, and
push for new legislation. They are not militant ac-
tivists or pawns of foreign powers, neither are they
racists. They are purely and simply good Hawaiians.

But I still have not answered the question of
Hawaii's future.

THE FUTURE

Let's face reality! Hawaii is no longer viable
as an independent republic. Economically, politi-
cally and socially, Hawaii is too firmly tied to the
rest of the United States. There is no turning back.
Palaka Power is without substance because the destruc-—
tion of the 'aina, so feared by Palaka Power advo-
cates, may already be beyond repair. These noble
prophets are crying in the wilderness and the wolves
are coming to devour them. Hawaii is already-- and

O
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David Hagino, one of the main supporters of
the Palaka Power ideology, is a Hawaiian of
Japanese descent. After finishing law school
in Missouri and a difficult period of travel-
ling and soul-searching, Hagino is starting
to make his mark on Island politics. A form-
er student activist at the University of Ha-
waii, he was elected as a State Representa-
tive for a major district. As he once said,
"If you have a goal of how society can be a
little better, maybe politics can be an ave-
nue toward that goal." Said Hagino, "I have
a vision of what Hawaii could be like. There
is a growing awareness among Hawaii's young
people of what has happened to their culture."

David Hagino
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John Waihee, 111, is a native Hawaiian attor-
ney at law. He is one of the several young
native lawyers who are making a difference in
Hawaiian society. His belief in the principle
of Palaka Power runs deep. 'The goal," said
Waihee, "is to preserve what is best in Hawai-
ian culture, the ideal. It is importance
placed on family relations and friends rather
than impersonal or ideological ties that may
place individual achievements above all else.
It is the tolerant, non-confrontation style

of getting things done.”" Asserts Waihee, "It
is the notion of aloha 'aina-- that the land
is a resource, a provider, rather than a com-
modity."

has been since approximately 1970-- a suburb of Los
Angeles, a Californian footstool, a big backyard
swimming pool of the United States. The demographic
trends toward Mainland dominance appear unchangeable.
The virtually complete indoctrination of the vast ma-
jority of local peoples in the virtues and pleasures
of the American way results in the steady flow of lo-
cal peoples from Hawaii to California and beyond.
Success 1s defined as it should be, according to west-
e standards, namely-- learn proper English, accept
the haole's (whiteman's) concepts, make money, and,
if that means leaving Hawaii, then by all means leave
Hawaii! Hagino and Waihee are among the few good men
who have resisted the Siren's of the Mainland.

A Coming Home?

But does this mean that Hawaii is doomed to be
forever like California? I think not. At least I
hope not. After reading the pamphlet on Palaka Power
and receiving the comments of John Waihee and others,
I am convinced that Hawaii and the Hawaiians will nev-
er die. Their cultural identity is still strong.
Perhaps this suburb of L.A. can change again, and Ha-
waiian culture and society undergo a revival. As the
collective consclousness of the people rises to meet
those of the leaders of this new cultural awareness,
we may see a coming home of the lost Hawaiians. Like
the Jews, we can recapture our homeland and rebuild.
And like the state of Israel, the kingdom of David
(for us, Kamehameha) will be resurrected in spirit,
while our real kingdom will be a modern state. The
Hawaiian diaspora, beginning in the late 1950s, can
be reversed. There is no turning back, but there can
be a coming home. I see the scattered sons and daugh-
ters of Hawaii returning-- retwwing Lo the place of
thein binth.

David Hagino wrote these words:

Palaka is a strhong cloth. 1t does not
have the §rnagility on the sheen of siLk. 1t
nepresents the strnength of our people. We
wene strong enough to break the gnip of the
Big 5 (representative of the Hawaiian planta-
tion system), fo wage a bitter World War 11,
and to emenge ghom a depression. We will be
stnong enough to negain Kaho'ofLawe and to
establish a unique culture for our children's
children.
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Dan Shimabuku, a native of Hawaii, received his
Ph.D. degree from UCLA in 1978.
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Separation:
Bangladesh and Quebec

Timur

Khan

1980 will be an historic year of decision for
Quebec just as 1971 was for Bangladesh. While many
similarities exist between the road to separation
and independence of Quebec and East Pakistan, there
are also important differences. It would therefore
be worthwhile to examine the historical analogy be-
tween Canada and an unfortunate Asian country.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Bangladesh

Pakistan was envisoned by the philosopher-poet
Mohammed Iqbal as consisting of contiguous Muslim
parts of Northwest India. Eventually, Jinnah with
overwhelming Muslim support created a unique coun-
try in 1947 at the time of India's independence. Pa-
kistan was unique in two ways. First, it was a coun-
try created on the basis of the Islamic religion. Se-
cond, it was a country separated into two parts (West
and East Pakistan) by 1,000 miles of Indian territory.
The West had four cultural groups while the East was
predominantly Bengali in culture and language.

In the 1940 Lahore resolution of the Pakistan
Muslim League (Jinnah's party), it was decided that
there would be two separate sovereign Muslim states
in India after the departure of British colonialists.
Cne state was to be in Northwest India and the other
in Northeast India. But the East Bengali Muslims them-
selves opted in 1946 for a single, sovereign Muslim
state called Pakistan.

A federal state with a parliamentary system ex-
isted in Pakistan between 1947 and 1958. During this
period were four provincial governments in the West
and one for the East. After the collapse of several
federal governments and continuous squabbling between
politicians, the military strongman Ayub Khan took
over in 1958 with popular support. This started a
13 year period of military dictatorship. Ayub Khan
welded the four Western provinces into a "One Unit"
so that only two provinces existed—- East and West
Pakistan.

Between 1947 and 1958, economic development was
considerably less than in the period of military rule.
In the pre-military era, the East had some political
influence at the federal level, but after 1958, the
East was deprived of its political power in the cen=-
tral government located in the West (although the East
had 55% of the population, it had only half the seats).

Since the Ayub regime followed the U.S. capital-
ist model of development, most new entrepreneurs were
based in the West which invested largely in areas

Claude Sauvageot

with a good infrastructure. A majority of this in-
vestement went to the West-- in large urban centres
like Karachi.

The Ayub regime accelerated the exploitation of
East Pakistan by the West in terms of the imbalance
in economic development and political power. It also
created monopoly capitalists who regarded the East
as primarily a good market for consumer goods from
the West. Twenty—five families (mostly Westernhers)
controlled 80% of banking and 60% of industry in 1968.

In 1948, Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan, declared
Urdu (spoken in the West) as the only national lang-
uage to a mass rally in East Pakistan. He was defi-
antly opposed by a student leader named Sheikh Mujib
who eventually became founder of Bangladesh. Although
Urdu, Bangla and English were the official languages
in Ayub Khan's constitution of 1962, the East was, in
practice, subjected to linguistic imperialism. While
the Bengali working clas was forced to use Urdu for
work and other purposes in the West, the sizable Urdu-
speaking Bihari minority and Westerners in the East
generally could not speak Bangla and their Bengali
suborinates and co-workers had to use Urdu or English
for communications. At the social level, the Western-
ers considered Bengalis as inferior and they were
stereotyped as "lazy" or '"they breed like rabbits".

[
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Ayub Khan Deposed

In 1969, Ayub Khan was swept away by mass protests
both in the East and the West. General Yahya Khan took
over and promised elections in December, 1970. Sheikh
Mujib's Awami League party campaigned on a "6 points"
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platform. The "6 points" promised regional autonomy

to the Western provinces and maximum autonomy and power
for the East. It wanted the East to have an indepen-
dent foreign trade policy, its own para-military forces
and curbs on the outflow of capital from the East.

Just before the elections in November, 1971, his-
tory's most devastating cyclone struck East Pakistan
and killed 30,000 people. This was, perhaps, the last
straw for the Bengalis. They voted overwhelmingly for
Mujib's party which had all its seats in the East and
a majority in the National Assembly. Bhutto, the win-
ner in the West wanted a "Grand Coalition" with Mujib
who rejected this scheme. Bhutto was adamant. Yahya
Khan hedged in transferring power to Mujib. Consequent-
ly, on March 7, 1971, Mujib stopped just short of de-
claring independence. Chaos reigned in the East. The
Bengalis massacred many Biharis. Yahya panicked and
unleased the military in the East on March 26, 1971.
The Awami League was banned. Mujib was arrested and
the army massacred many separatists. In November,
1971, India, supported by the U.S.S.R., invaded and
"lLiberated" East Pakistan. It used the excuse that
millions of Bengali refugees in India were creating a
heavy burden on the Indian economy. Mujib ruled the
Indian vassal state of Bangladesh from 1972 to 1975
when he and his entire family was massacred by the Ben-
gali army. He could not solve the economic problems.
Corruption reigned supreme. Although surrounded on
three sides by a huge neighbour—- India, Bangladesh ma-
nages to have a somewhat independent foreign policy,
especially since Mujib's death.

Quebec

The 0ld World French and English cultures were
transplanted to what is now Canada in the 16th and 17th
centuries. Along with this was their historical rival-
ry. But, the French culture had an inner resilience
that made it survive through all the trials and tribu-
lations of history. One other factor responsible for
this was that the British essentially left the French
Quebecois to mind their own affairs. This is a far cry
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from the French in Louisiana where the pressures of the
"melting pot" have caused the French culture to vir-
tually disappear.

In 1771, London created Upper (the Great Lakes re-
gion of Ontario) and Lower (the area of Quebec) Canada.
Although Lower Canada had a higher population, both
parts had equal seats in the legislature born out of
the 1840 Act of Union. Moreover, Lower Canada had to
share equally the substantially higher debt of Upper
Canada.

The Confederation of 1867 joined Quebec, Ontario,
Nova Scotia and New Bruuswick into a new country--
Canada. The Quebec M.P.'s were rather divided about
joining the Confederation. A large number-- 22 M.P.'s
did not want Quebec to join while 27 wanted Confedera-
tion. Since the population of Quebec was never asked
to state its preference, according to the Parti Que-
becois, it is therefore necessary to have a referendum.
Compared to the 1840 Union where Quebec had half the
seats in the legislature, in 1867, Quebec had only
35% of Canada's population and the same percentage of
the parliamentary seats. This represented an erosion
of Quebec power. According to Quebec separatists,
Quebec faced a three-fold threat to its political pow-
er and consequently its rights after 1867.

The Lost of Power

The growing Confederation acquired new provinces
both east and west of Quebec which were all English-
speaking. Quebec now faces 9 other English provinces.

While the 1867 Confederation gave considerable
regional autonomy to the provinces, all new jurisdic-—
tions like nuclear power or telecommunications were
usurped by Ottawa. The rest of Canada being English
considers Canada as a "unitary" state while only Que-
bec has battled to preserve the '"federal' structure.

Quebec's population is now 277 of the whole of
Canada. By 2001, it will be 23% which means that
75 seats out of 325 in the parliament would still be
allotted.

Before the 1960's, Quebec was subjected to poli-
tical, economic, social and linguistic oppression by
English Canada. Politically, conscription was forced
on Quebec during the two World Wars. Economically,
Ontario has benefitted by Confederation more than
Quebec. The English control the economies in Quebec
and the rest of Canada. The English minority in Que-
bec had all the better jobs while the Quebecois were
the workers, clergymen, dentists and downtrodden of
French society. Linguistically, the Quebecois were
forced to speak English, even at the work place.

The English generally did not bother to learn or to
use French. In other provinces, French speakers
were forced to use English as their working language.
Socially, the Quebecois were stereotyped as "dumb',
"lazy", "having too many children" and "inferior".
The fact that the Quebecois were Roman Catholics was
not a characteristic that endeared the English who
were predominantly Protestant to them.

Bangladesh and Quebec: Differences

A host of parallels exist between Bangladesh and
Quebec in terms of political, economic, linguistic,
and social exploitation. But the important differen-
ces are:

*% Bengalis were a majority while the Ouebecois
are a minority in Canada.

*% Canada has
stitutions.
unstable.

*% Canada is a First World country while Bangla-
desh is a Third World country in terms of eco-
nomic development.

*% The English-Quebecois rivalry has historic
roots going back centuries. Rivalry between Ben-
galis and those in West Pakistan did not exist
before the 1960's.

** East and West Pakistan were physically separa-
ted, but it is not so with Quebec and Canada.

** Foreign intervention is less likely to be a
critical factor in Quebec's road to separation
than was the case of East Pakistan.

well-established political in-
In Bangladesh, they are fluid and

Why Separate?

Although East Pakistan never really voted for in-
dependence, these arguments could have been used for
separation:

** Once the Bengalis have political independence,
they can preserve their culture, language and de-
velop economically.

*% An independent Bangladesh can survive on its
own. It has adequate resources like jute and tea
for export.

*% The unity with West Pakistan is artificial

in terms of the 1,000 miles separation. Such a
geographical freak cannot survive for long. More-
over, Islam--— the basis of the country's creation
is useless. No Islamic state exists in practice
in Pakistan.

If FEast Pakistan did not separate, the West would
have continued its exploitation of the East.

[
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Similarly, Quebec separatists argue that:
%% With Sovereignty-Association, Quebec can pre-
serve its French heritage and protect its politi-
cal and economic interests. It will be an equal
partner with Canada.

**  Ouyebec can survive on its own with its natural
resources like hydropower, minerals and a well-
trained work force.

** Without independence, Quebec is doomed to a
minority status in Canada and the continuous
nibbling away of its provincial powers by the cen-
tralizing thrust of Ottawa.

Why Not to Separate?

The federalist camp can likewise argue for its
cause in Pakistan in 1970 to 1971.

*% The physical separation of the two parts is
not a major problem. Pakistan has managed to sur-
vive for 23 years and 2 wars with India
*% Tt is the military dictatorship and the U.S.
multinational model of development that are to
blame for the misery of the East and not the
West Pakistanis. West Pakistani masses and minor-
ity provinces have suffered equally.
%% Bengali culture is not threatened. All films,
T.V. and radio programs in the East are in Bangla.
*% Geparation led by Mujib's party will not solve
the basic economic problems of East Pakistan. More-
over, "independence" from Pakistan would only mean
dependence on India from where the East Pakistanis
had already decided to separate in the partition of
1947.

Again, one hears these arguments against Quebec
separation (Sovereignty-Association):

** Quebec was exploited in the past, but since
the "Quiet Revolution"” of the 1960's, Quebec has
managed to nationalize its hydropower and asbes-
tos. Bill 22, Bill 10l and other bills have ele-
vated the status of French and protected the cul-
tural sovereignty of Quebec in areas such as T.V.,
radio and films.

*% Quebec already has powers of taxation and it
can have independent economic policies as well,
e.g. the elimination of sales tax on clothing
and shoes by Parizeau in the 1978 budget.

** The federal system helps Quebec by the "equ-
alization' payments which are paid to poor pro-
vinces by using the surplus wealth of rich pro-
vinces.

%% Only the recent Clark government had no re-
presentation in Quebec while previous Liberal
governments relied on Quebecois support.

%% The Ryan proposals can change the status quo
further in favour of Quebec.

*#% Economic problems of Quebec like unemployment
will not necessarily disappear after independence
under the social-democratic policies of the P.Q.
%% Increasingly, a great number of Quebecois

are gaining higher education, getting top jobs
and becoming entrepreneurs.

*% French is Canada's second official language
and the federal government can serve Franco-
phones in their own language.

*% 0 cowrse, one powerful araument fo preserve
the country 4is the 4act that in unity there i
sinength.

"Sonar Bangla" on "Jode de vivne"

What Canada is experiencing now has been experi-
enced by other countries like the U.S., Nigeria and
Pakistan. Bangladesh was the only successful separation
in modern history. After Western Australia in the 1930's
Quebec is the second province in modern history where
the people will vote on separation in a referendum.

In the passions, ideals and euphoria of the Bangla-
desh separation movement, the masses were fooled into
believing that the West Pakistanis were totally res-
ponsible for their poverty, disease, cyclone disasters,
and starvation. Political independence was considered
a one and all panacea to their problems. History has
proven that the Indian puppet (and by proxy-- pro-
Soviet), "Bangla Bunhu' Sheikh Mujib made matters worst
economically because of his middle class policies and
pretensions from 1972 to 1975. ''Sonar Bangla" (Golden
Bengal), the utopia of Bengali idealists is still a
dream! A truly socialist or Islamic socialist system
could have prevented the exploitation and tragedy of
East Pakistan.

In Quebec's case, sovereignty-association does
not mean a break in the economic and defence links with
Canada and the U.S. The only major change will be that
to run his fiefdom, Rene Levesque and the PQ will have
more political power and status (similar to Mujib's
case). But, for the common masses, life will be the
same as it is now. Here lies the appeal and also the
emptiness of sovereignty-association!

The "Quiet Revolution" of the 1960's has actually
snatched away the thunder of Quebec independence. The
Quebecois are now at a cross road of history. The
destiny of a nation will be decided by the collective
voice of the people.

Political independence is really a myth because
the big powers and their regional followers can easily
manipulate the leaders and policies of a small and
weaker country. Finally, political independence leading
to economic independence and utopia is another myth!

hhkkk

Timur Khan is a graduate student at McGill University.
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Aid disbursements in Bangladesh, o o §
1971 — 1976 © L 5
in thousands of US $ £
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1971/2

1972/3 1973/4 1974/5 1975/6+

+ Estimated figures.

Note on diagram: Aid disbursements, except in the case of 1973/74, were considerably
lower than aid commitments, which in 1971/2 and 1972/3 were more than double

aid disbursements. The figures includa both grants, loans and credits.

Glossary: B = food aid, rice and wheat

@ = commaodities, e.g. landrovers, medicines, contraceptives
O = project aid: e.g. nutrition programme, fish farm, bridge

Source: World Bank
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Will cachaiic B¢ Chinese?

Germaine Wong

Ever since I have been of age to understand the
physical differences between boys and girls, my mo-
ther has conducted an active campaign regarding the
advantages of marrying a Chinese man. Cultural, lin-
quistic and physical differences were analyzed and, of

course, the Chinese person rated highest among the
races. The fact that I had arrived in Canada at the
age of four and had spent twenty-six years of school-
ing and work among non-Chinese could not possibly
dilute my "Chineseness". I look Chinese, therefore,
I am Chinese. My problem was that I often forgot I
was Chinese.

Childnen

What would the children be? This was my mother's
main concern regarding mix-marriages. Speaking only
Chinese, how would she communicate with a non-Chinese?
Despite her constant efforts, the day came when I an-
nounced my intentions of marrying a non-Chinese. To

my surprise, my mother was more relieved than upset.
The fact that I was thirty was making her nervous. 1
suspected that it was better to have a "foreign" ghost
for a son-in-law than an old maid of a daughter.

The introduction of a foreigner was the first
serious challenge that my family faced. My husband's
preference for Chinese food, his quiet nature and his
efforts to learn Chinese won my mother's heart. Be-
neath the large nose, deep-set green eyes and fair
hair, there lies a Chinese soul!

As time passed and family relations became stron-
ger, the announcement of a child caused the normal com-
motion. My family hurriedly knitted, sewed, planned
and waited. My thoughts evolved around other concerns.
Ironically, I found myself hoping that the child would
look Chinese and that he or she would be interested
in the Chinese language and culture. As my mother was
brimming with love for her future grandchild, I was
becoming more and more obsessed with the question of
cultural heritage.

My Zacharie

Zacharie came into the world on February 20, 1980.
He has his mother's eyes and hair and his father's nose
and mouth. I believe that he looks Chinese. Why am I
so pleased about this? Maybe if he looks Chinese, he'll
have a better chance of being Chinese.

But what constitutes being Chinese? Is it an ad-
jective one inherits at birth or is it a conscious way

O
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of living? Foreign ghosts, pure cultures, melting pot,
vertical mosaics, pluralistic societies: what do these
expressions mean? Do they truly describe either the
person or society or are they labels invented to facili-
tate identification? Whatever, I still hold the be-
lief that all persons are basically alike. The cul-
tural differences among peoples should provide infinite
possibilities for rich exchanges rather than racial
conflicts.

Maybe Zacharie will grow up to be an international
person. That is, a person of all countries and none,
of all faiths and none, of all cultures and none in
particular. The choice is his. My concern and respon-
sibility is that he will have the choice. My hope is
that we as parents, family and friends will be able
to provide as large a world for him as possible.

It is a very wonderful experience to see a "pure'
Chinese family such as mine slowly disregarding bar-
riers imposed by country and race. Being Chinese is
no longer the only criterion for being a better per-
son. My family has come to understand that a person
is loved or disliked for reasons other than simply his
or her race.

I do not claim that mix-marriages are the solutions
to international conflicts, but I do say that not one
culture is superior to another. The blend of one cul-~

Cultunal Blends

I do not claim that mix-marriages are the solutions
to international conflicts, but I do say that not one
culture is superior to another. The blend of one cul-
ture with another does not necessarily destroy either
culture. Contrary to this, the possibilities of heigh-
tened sensitivitlies and appreciation do exist.
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Dear Editor:

Congratulations on your latest issue devoted to
political movements. The articles were diversely in-
formative and very interesting, especially Maryka Omat-
su's "Heritage Rerun' report on the War Measures Act.

The Act is best understood in the context of
Canada's constitutional framework. As some of your
readers may or may not know, our constitution contains
nothing like the U.S. Bill of Rights, protecting a
list of fundamental civil liberties from the legisla-
tive encroachment of the War Measures Act, and, indeed,
many other federal and provincial acts. There are,
certainly, provisions of the B.N,A. Act, our main
constitutional document, which, to the extent that they
cannot be amended unilaterally by any level of govern-
ment, are guaranteed. But beyond this restriction on
the amending power, Parliament and the legislatures

would appear to be supreme within their allotted spheres.

Nor does the federal Canadian Bill of Rights do any-
thing to alter this situation, for it is an ordinary
statute in no way part of the written constitution. It
does not refer at all to the provinces and it leaves
the federal Parliament free to set the Bill aside at
its will. In addition, since its enactment in 1960, the
courts, at all levels, have shown almost a total unwill-
ingness to apply the Bill effectively to federal legis-
lation (like the Indian Act) which is alleged to violate
its provisions. As if that were not enough to render
it almost nugatory, the War Measures Act itself enjoys
the distinction of being the only example of a statute
containing a "notwithstanding' clause (section 12) ex~
plicitly exempting its provisions from the Bill of
Rights.

Please feature more articles like Ms Omatsu's that
touch importantly on issues of civl liberties, of which
all Asianadians and all other Canadians should be aware.

Verdun Featherstone
Toronto, Ontario
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Dear Editor:

We were very pleased to see Diane Yip's thought-
ful review of 4 of "The World's Children" series of
films, which our company produced this year. However,
we did want to comment on Ms Yip's reservation about
the films, that perhaps they portray a rather romanti-
cized view of life in the 3rd world. She comments
that there is no evidence in the films of "the ravages
of war, starvation, malnutrition or disease that des-
troy the lives of thousands of third world inhabitants
every year... .'"

Unfortunately, stereotyped notions of third world
countries being places of death, destruction, poverty,
and disease have apparently found their way to all ages.
OQur feeling, in making our films the way we did, was
that adults and children alike see and hear enough about
the extreme situations in some developing countries.
Kids grow up equating disasters and starvation with the
third world. Well, that's only one side of the story.
We wanted to film kids that perhaps were materially
poor, but were active and healthy and bright and con-
tributing members of their families-- and of their
communities.

We wanted to et at the inter-dependency among us
all by showing kids that N. American kids could learn
things from. We wanted to close the gap a little,
rather than widen it.

Heather MacAndrew,

David Springbett
Producers

"The World's Children"

Asterisk Film & Videotape
Productions Ltd

Toronto, Ontario
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Dear Editor:

As an Asian member of the so-called ‘Anglo-left’,
and as a long time activist in Toronto's anti-racist
movement, I consider T.T. Mao's "Asianadia and the
Anglo Left" to be a very negative contribution to what
up to now has been a positive effort by your collec-
tive. Not only is this article an attack on the Ca-
nadian working people, it also represents a dead-end
for Asian people in Canada.

"T.T. Mao" shows a very false understanding of
racism in his article. He refers to racism as '"not a
rational element, but an emotional facet of Anglo life
that transcends all class lines'". According to him,
workers are in the 'vanguard" of racist oppression.
This is completely false. Racism exists in our soci-
ety because the ruling class, the bourgeoisie actively
propagates and develops this reactionary ideology.
Racism lies at the very base of the capitalist system.
It is used to super exploit Third World immigrants and
to justify the denial of the rights of oppressed na-
tionalities 1ike the Natives, Blacks, and Chinese.

The fact that racism exist among white working
people is not because of some innate ideas, but be-
cause it is perpetuated deliberately at all levels of
education and in the media. It is no accident that the
people who profit from exploiting and oppressing non-
whites are the same people who own papers like the
Toronto Sun, finance programs like W-5, and contribute
to the racist National Citizens Coalition.
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In fact, the working class has a lot to lose from
racism because it is used as a tool of division to wea-
ken their struggle. It is no accident that each time
the system is in crisis, there is a concerted effort to
whip up racism to divert the workers' attention from
the massive attacks made against their own hard-won
rights. That is exactly the goal of the Kim Abbotts
and the Helen Hutchisons-- to pit white working class
people against non~whites and to shift the blame for
the crisis. The author of the article has played right
into the hands of those he claims to oppose~- the rul-
ing class and has taken up their tactics of dividing
the working people.

Another disconcerting aspect of Mr "Mao's" arti-
cle is the contempt he shows for working people and
their capacity to understand the fight against racism.
Since I arrived in Canada 12 years ago, I have parti-
cipated in many struggles along side white working
people. I saw massive participation by whites in the
fight against the racist Western Guard and against
the racist immigration Bill C-24. At one demonstra-
tion in 1972, the participants were over 80% white,
and I remember in 1973 a crowd of over 1000 people,
many whites who filled the streets near my home to
oppose a fascist celebration. Nor is this new in Ca-
nada. As far back as the Komagata incident in
1914, white people have participated in the struggle
against racism.

I am not denying that racist ideology exists among
working people. But we must be clear that our res-
ponse must be education and not antagonism, unity in

struggle based on equality, and not the bitter divisions

that the author seems to want to perpetuate.

In that sense, I must take exception to the author's

accusations that the "left" "exploits' the struggle
against racism. First, let's be clear that the word
"left" is a very vague term, that allows many distor-
tions and mis-representations. For me, it is very
cynical to take as an example of this "exploitation"
the disruption of the October l4th (1979) demonstra-
tion (which I helped to organize) by the "CPC (ML)"

The main question remains that, without the
"left" and the multi-national revolutionary movement,
we cannot even talk about eliminating racism. It is
not the politicians who show up every 4 years with
election promises, nor the Carter reports and govern-
ment commissions, that are going to solve the problem
of racism. When we take up the struggle against racism
we are not exploiting it but, on the contrary, situa-
ting it in its correct place, as part of the battle of
all working people to get rid of the system. The edu-
cation and mobilization we do around this question with
people of all nationalities are laying the conditions
to eliminate racism completely.

And there again, Mr '"™Mao'" has tried to lead us up
a dead-end street by dismissing any possible solution
to racism. Tt seems that "a socialist order miracu-
lously arrived" would mean no change for Asians, Blacks,
and Native people. As I have pointed out, socialism
does not and will not arrive miraculously but will come
out of the struggle of working people of all nationali-
ties for their emanicipation. And once in power, what
interest does the working class have in maintaining
racism and oppression? None!! On the contrary, its
strives to insure full development and equality for
all. The goal of socialism is to liberate all people,
to develop a prosperous country, free of all forms of
exploitation and oppression. There can be no room
for racism in a socialist Canada.

In conclusion, I would like to point out that when
we look as the real state of the anti-racism movement

compared to Mr '"Mao's'" observations, I cannot keep
from commenting on the discrepancies between the two.
In fact the incredible growth of the anti-racist fight-
back has created excellent conditions for building
unity among the very forces we need urgently to unite,
i.e. the working class and the oppressed people of
Canada. We have seen the development of that unity
through the support for the Southeast Asian refugees,
through support for justice for Albert Johnson and
against W-5, To reject that unity at this point is to
play directly into the hands of those who perpetuate
and profit from racism. This should not be the role
of Asianadian. Let's hear more in the future about
how our struggle can move forward and how we can build
a strong multi-national anti-racist movement. This

is the real choice for our community.

Khurshed Wadud
Toronto, Ontario
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MR MAO  SPEAKS

Certainly racism is a tool of the ruling elite.
It manipulates and divides the working class. It ma-
nipulates, divides, and coops the ethnic minority with
cushy government jobs and the opportunity to be the
spokesperson of this ethnic group or that minority.

I do not disagree with Mr Wadud's contention that
"the working class has a lot to lose from racism".

One of the points which Mr Wadud apparently missed
was that the media elite, especially in the W-5 pro-
gram attempted to show to the working class, the An-
glo or white working class what could happen to the
opportunities for their children if the Asian work
ethics has its way.

In the fight against racism, the Chinese communi-
ties across Canada have organized 16 Ad Hoc committees
without the aid of the "left". From my participation
in one Ad Hoc committee, I sense that the "left'" would
dearly love to coop this rising Chinese Canadian move-
ment. The Chinese in Canada have now begun to show
their political strength. The Ad Hoc committees are
the first steps in creating a truly united Chinese
community in Canada, and eventually a united Asian
community. The "left'" in its internal squabbles has
been unable to unite its own forces, let alone the
Asian or other ethnic minority forces. There is a
new progressive force in Canada among the Asian com-
munities, and it is not the "left"!

What disturbs me most about the '"left" is its
arrogance, especially in its attempt to dictate to
such a magazine as The Asianadian what its role should
or should not be. My views are simply the opinion
of one person, not The As{anadian. My views comes
from being an Asian born and raised in Canada who has
witnessed the tragedies of racism on my working class
family and friends. My views come from the histori-
cal realization of what has happened and what will
happen.

Unity must be maintained. There is no question
to that idea. But if an Asian political movement is
to endured in Canada, it must be led by Asians and
white friends of this movement must follow. The des-
tiny of Asians in Canada can only be made by Asians.
Nothing will stop our advance.
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Nominated by MaryC. Boyd
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No.1 son dressed to be different in Giorgio Corregiani for Reporter.
Confucius he say: *So solly —no more philosophy —in hurry to get to Uomo Regine, 43 New Bond Street!”
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Invest in a Mllllon

Over one million desperate
men, women and children
have had to flee Kampuchea
and are spread out along the
entire length of the Thailand
border. Their situation has
been described as a national
tragedy which may have no
parallel in history.

CUSO is organizing a camp
for 10,000 of the
Kampuchean refugees in
north-east Thailand. The aim
is to encourage local Thai
participation and support the

efforts of the refugees them-
selves in coping with the
situation. The camp will
provide shelter, water for
drinking, sanitation and irri-
gation, agricultural supplies
and employment training.
The cost of the program is
only 38 cents per person per
day but over a six month
period that adds up to seven
hundred thousand dollars.

Will YOU help these
Kampuchean refugees?

I enclose §
Thank You. Please make
your cheque payable to
CUSOQ, Kampuchean
Refugee Appeal. CUSO is
officially registered as a
Canadian Charitable Organi-
zation by the Federal Govern-
ment. Registration #234690-
21-10. Tax receipts will be
issued.

CUSOQO Program Funding
151 Slater Street
Ottawa, Ontario
KIP 5H5 @
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