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Host of ~s r e l y  on some form of mass communica- 
t i o n  :~,r our ~ n f t  -n~at ion about t he  world. With a  
s , ~ h i s t i c a t ? d  s~ stem o f  s a t e l l i t e s  and telephone li- 
nes  r e p o r t s  of ev+nts  can be  t r an smi t t ed  t o  every 
p a r t  o f  the g!ilbr <..\ a mat te r  of seconds.  Most Ca- 
r la i ians  laok t:]?~:? Li%is "news" a s  a  k ind  of  m i r ro r  on 
t he  world. Tile nc3id gtves us  f a c t s  about ourse lves ,  
our  ne ighbors ,  o 9- ;;nc!pie thousands of mi les  away. 
Indeed t ! ~ i s  sjrscec! is - s e t  up a s  i f  t o  do t h i s .  But 
somewhere bi~.dse,:i nn a f t i i a l '  event  o r  s i t u a t i o n  and 
the r a d io ,  iV, o r  n*.wspa?er i t em t h a t  de sc r i be s  i t  
' i e s  interprc?tat;,-::, a t  $i?rst ,  d i s t o r t i o n .  

Most recei;tl:z. i:?,? a i r i n g  of CTV's "campus G i -  
veaway" h a  fsi-re:: ,!>:;:I.~ A s i n  Canadians t o  s e e  
cracks i n  t:hs 2 b j c c t  i~;  :ty of. t h i s  media mi r ro r .  
f i rough tf!esu cril;-si W.I! 3ce a p o l i t i c a l  t o o l  t h a t  
can be  11scS aga ins i  !is, a  t o o l  t h a t  i s  more dange- 
rous pre2isel . i  fir.:.r;:int. :i i t s ' a p p a r e n t  o b j e c t i v i t y .  

Once we uonrasK th,:: ;;fition of p a s s i v i t y  i n  t he  
,mdia ,  %re car) <;:~rs;i';:n i?lurb t h a t  was formerly taken 
f o r  g ran ted .  

L e t ' s  t ake  ti:$'. ci-vkrage of China a s  an example. 
t ~ s t  o f t e n w h a t  ve rece ive  a r e  r e p o r t s  of seemingly 
il!.ogical govei?ment ?couoi!:lcements. ' Then we a r e  
presen ted  with mas;.e.= of Chinese people a c t i n g  on 
these  o r d e r s .  :-: :?e-cec s e e ,  o r  hear  i n  depth i n t e r -  
views wi th  the:;.- i j e ~ p l e  co s ee  why they suppor t  the  
government, rr t;:-~a~ t5e;r t1:ink. Indeed we a r e  t o l d  
no th ing  o f  the i.:7ilti.c-? l debate w i th in  the p a r t y  
t h a t  l e d  t o  the 3 i . r s r ~ 1 1 t i y  "monolithic' '  d ec i s i ons .  

S imi l a r l v  i k 1  11,dia w e  hear  on ly  of M s  Gandhi, 
b i r t h  c on t ro l  .I:; r.urs: d i z a s t e r s  o r  bus plunges, .  a s  
i f  Ind ians  c!a ;~~.:li i ; lk b u t  copula te ,  v o t e  and d i e .  
In  these  accc:u-::*; sc-Iuti.ons t o  "Indian problems" 
appear ei ther-  as I- l>,-as!ble o r  s o  s imple  t h a t  In- 
d i ans  seem "st . i jI<'? f c r  no t  having so lved  them. 
E i t h e r  impresslun '3 . f e l s e  and paves t he  way f o r  
racism. 

This  i s  no t  to  suggesc t h a t  a l l  d i s t o r t i o n  re-  
s u l t s  from conspiracy.  Most news-stories  a r e  pro- 
duced and condensed a t  the l a s t  minute wi th  consi-  
d e r a t i o n  only ;:cr svace and t ime.  Also, many media: 

o f f i c e s  can a f f o r l  t o  have only one correspondent  i n  
a l l  of Asia ,>r A f r i c . c i  s o  t h a t  f i r s t  hand accounts  
a r e  o u t  of the  ques t  i o n -  

The consist-er:?y of ideology is maintained 
through the  h i r i n g  p roce s s .  E d i t o r s  r e -h i r e  those  
who w r i t e  what th2.y l i k e  (what s e l l s ) .  The e d i t o r s  
themselves keep t h e i r  jobs through a l o y a l t y  t o  
t h e i r  r e spec t i ve  bcxrds of  d i r e c t o r s .  (For those who 
want .  t o  know these  d i r e c t o r s ,  s e e  Kr isan tha  S r i  Rha- 
gg iya da t t a ' s  "Cursizd ~ i s t o r y "  .) 

There i s  y e t  another  type of mis represen ta t ion  
i n  the  media. %e ~anadian.government  tells us  t h a t  

ou r  country is "mul t icu l tura l" .  How many Asian per- 
s o n a l i t i e s  can you t h ink  of on r a d i o ,  TV, g r  i n  the 
papers? I can th ink  of f i v e .  I f  you answer t h a t  
Asians a r e n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  media c a r e e r s ,  t ake  a  
look a t  MTV'S job app l i c a t i ons .  

The f a c t  of t h e  ma t t e r  i s  t h a t  though "multi- 
c u l t ~ r a l !  s m "  sounds l i b e r a l  and even p rog re s s ive ,  i n  
p r a c t i c e  i t  d i v i d e s  t he  popula t ion  i n t o  pure Cana- 
d ians  and hyphenated Canadians. The former be ipg  
Anglo-Saxons and t he  l a t t e r  , French-, F i l i p ino - ,  
Greek-, o r  even Native-. 

Ir'nen t h i s  unequal scheme is t r a n s l a t e d  t o  t e l e -  
v i s i o n  "Canadians" g e t  CBC and CTV n a t i o n a l l y  and 
City and Global p l u s  American channels  i n  Toronto. 
French Canadians g e t  Radio Canada n a t i o n a l l y .  And 
a l l  o t h e r s  (so-cal led e t h n i c s )  g e t  MTV i n  Toronto 
and a h a l f  hour on community channels  i f  t hey ' r e  
lucky. 'Ihe same ho ld s  t r u e  f o r  r ad io  and the  p r e s s .  

It is becoming c l e a r  t o  us  t h a t  news i s  contro- 
l l e d  by a smal l  minor i ty .  This  i s  obviously n o t  the 
Chinese minor i ty ,  t he  gay minor i ty ,  o r  the  b lack  mi- 
n o r i t y  It i s  t h a t  t i n y  core  t h a t  a l s o  c o n t r o l s  Ca- 
nada ' s  government, educa t i ona l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and its 
mu1 t i n a t i o n a l  co rpo ra t i ons ,  We must work toward 
con t ro l  of t he  media by the  r e a l  ma jo r i t y .  We must 
suppor t  our  own budding p r e s s  a s  a  f i r s t  s t ep '  i n  
t h i s  s t r u g g l e .  

Richard Fumg 

P.S. - WHERE ARE YOU ? 
Many copies  of Th.0 k h d i a n  have been re- 
tu rned  t o  us because we have outda ted  ad- 
d r e s se s .  P l ea se  l e t  us know when you move 
s.3 you don ' t  miss  any of ou r  i s s u e s .  

* 

Save! 
The cos t  of p r i n t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  is r i s i n g  
da i l y .  To avoid r a i s i n g  the  p r i c e  of  The . kianadian we a r e  going t o  newspr in t .  
This  way v e  s ave  you money whi le  contin-  
uing t o  g i v e  you ou r  f u l l  32 pages of 

ianadiana.  
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TV DINNER IN 
24 LANGUAGES 

by RICHARD FUNG 

Whenever one of my housemates i s  s t a t i o n  hop- 
ping on the  converter  I can always p inpoin t  Channel 
47. I t ' s  n o t  because the  language spoken i s n ' t  
French o r  English s i n c e  we usual ly  do t h i s  with the  
sound o f f .  No, I i d e n t i f y  t he  s t a t i o n  by those c i -  
nemascope productions shown without  the  co r r ec t ive  , 

l ens  --- y ie ld ing  a l i e n s  which resemble we l l  known 
. movie s t a r s  grown unheal th i ly  t h in .  Other s igns  

include movies i n  shades of washed sep i a  and magen- 
t a ,  o r  bad ly - l i t  s t ud io  in terv iews aga ins t  back- 
drops of t r a v e l  agent  pos t e r s .  

But Channel 47, ~ u l t i l i n ~ h l  Television (WV', 
is  no t  j u s t  any Canadian s t a t i o n .  Producing 
programs i n  24 languages, i t  is one of the  most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c r ea tu re s  of the  e r a  of Mul t icu l tura l i sm 
i n  Canada, an e r a  whose o the r  achievement has  been 
t o  a l t e r  the  meaning of the word ' e thnic '  to exclude 
Anglo-Saxons. 

I n  much-publicized con t r a s t  t o  the  'melting- 
pot '  philosophy of the United S t a t e s ,  the  Canadian 
government through 'Mult icultural ism'  encourages 
each e t h n i c  group t o  preserve its own t r a d i t i o n s  i n  
food, c lo thes  and, one s,uspects, occupations and 
s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  ~t f a c i l i t a t e s  t h i s  mainly by a l -  
lowing grants  f o r  ' e thnic '  fo lk  dancing f e s t i v a l s  
and the l i k e .  When presented i n  t h e  r i g h t  manner 
t h i s  policy might appear even progress ive ,  bu t  so  
do Bantustans when described a s  'Separate Develop- 
ment' by white South Africans.  I n  f a c t ,  t he  e f f e c t  
of Mul t icu l tura l i sm i s  t o  place each minori ty i n t o  
nea t ,  e a s i l y  manageable cages --- and you know 
who's running the  zoo. 

Except f o r  one French s t a t i o n ,  a l l  t he  o the r  
channels on my thir ty-channel  converter  a r e  -in 
English,  ained a t  an Anglo-Saxon audience. The 
faces  on these  channels with t he  exception of t he  
odd Sanford and Son o r  Adrienne Clarkson a r e  a l l  
white . 

Many e t h n i c  minori ty Canadians look toward MTV 
f o r  employment a s  hos t s ,  producers o r  technic ians .  
It is  a l ready a job ghet to .  Like i t s  programming 
pol icy  squeezing twenty-four languages i n t o  one cha- 
nnel ,  WV jams many e t h n i c  groups i n t o  i t s  small  
s t a f f .  I n  the  mul t imi l l ion  d o l l a r  world of t e l ev i -  
s ion  t h i s  i s  the  t i n i e s t  of crumbs t o  Canada's mino- 
r i t i e s .  But i t  i s  one t h a t  w i l l  never the less  be 
used t o  j u s t i f y  keeping mainstream t e l ev i s ion  white . 

and English, i n  f r o n t  and behind t h e  cameras. Even 
t h e  community s t a t i o n s  have been heard t o  respond: 

''Greek ? I ' m  a f r a i d  ??\1 i s  a l ready doing pro- 
gramming f o r  you.'.' ' This reply  r e f l e c t s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  most people s e e  minori ty groups a s  being i n t e r -  
n a l l y  homogeneous. S t r e s s ing  the  e t h n i c  f a c t o r  
downgrades c l a s s  d i f f e r ence .  

The majori ty of immigrants whose f i r s t  langu- 
age is  o t h e r  than French o r  English a r e  workers -- 
o f t e n  i n  low paying jobs. Besides concerns of em- 
ployment o r  unemployment t h e i r  most press ing  consi- 
dera t ions  inc lude  th ings  l i k e  o r i e n t a t i o n  to  publ ic  
s e rv i ces ,  immigration policy f o r  sponsoring r e l a -  
t i v e s  and racism. Presumably, they a r e  t he  npst 
l i k e l y  viewership f o r  Mul t i l ingual  t e l ev i s ion .  But 
i n s t ead  of focusing on these  very r e a l  i s s u e s ,  47 
i n tox ica t e s  its transmissions with nos t a lg i a  f o r  
homelands t h a t  e x i s t  only i n  t o u r i s t  brochures. It 
doesn ' t  work because most of us know t h a t  we came 
HERE looking f o r  a  b e t t e r  l i f e .  

T t  is t r u e  t h a t  M T V ' s  l a ck  of funds precludes 
the production of c o s t l y  documentaries. But 
cons t r a in t s  of money a lone  do not  fo rce  the  type 3 
of programming seen on channel 47 --- well-dressed " 
heads and to r sos  shimmering aga ins t  chroma-keyed 
backgrounds of fore ign  c i t i e s .  Neither is t h i s  
blandness t he  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the  overworked 
and underpaid s t a f f .  

The Adianadian 3 



Mult i l ingual  Te lev is ion  is  a bus iness  venture  
run f o r  p r o f i t .  It seeks t o  produce what s e l l s  bu t  
i t  doesn' t  s e l l  t o  a subsc r ibe r .  It at tempts t o  
make i t s  money l i k e  most broadcast  TV s t a t i o n s  --- 
by s e l l i n g  adve r t i s i ng  space. At p r e sen t ,  much of  
47 ' s  commercials come from t h e  same ca r  salesrooms 
and s t e r e o  manufacturers t h a t  buy time on main- 

.stream anglophone s t a t i o n s .  But is  a l s o  
prying open the  unexplored treasure-box of Metro 
Toronto 's  non-anglo small bus inesses ,  a group pre- 
v ious ly  unable t o  a f fo rd  TV commercials. Unlike 
l a r g e  corpora t ions  whose P.R. departments might be 
q u i t e  d is tanced  from the  execut ive  o f f i c e s ,  t he  
smal l  r e s t au ran t  owner o r  shopkeeper w i l l  d i r e c t l y ,  
decide whether he  o r  she w i l l  suppor t  a programme 
aimed a t  h i s  o r  h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  e t h n i c  group. I n  
o rde r  not  t o  a l i e n a t e  p o t e n t i a l  sponsors,  produ- 
c e r s  and h o s t s  w i l l  ensure t h a t  shows a r e  not  con- 
t r o v e r s i a l .  I f  they don ' t ,  they w i l l  soon f i n d  
themselves on the  job market. 

I 

What's l e f t  is a medium t h a t  po r t r ays  a hybr id  
world a s  d i s t i n c t  from the  r e a l  world. A no-risk 
environment where v io l ence ,  sex ,  bodi ly  func t ions  
and what is  deemed ' p o l i t i c a l l y  subvers ive '  ( t h e  
r e a l  world) have been e l imina ted .  

The discrepancy between TV cha rac t e r s  and r ea l ,  
people i s  one we have come t o  expect  on network Te- 
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l e v i s i o n  i n  Canada'. Despite  t h e  lack  of pol i sh  t h i s  
gap i s  the  common denominator of  most Third World 
Televis ion  a s  wel l .  Programming i n  Turkey, Trinidad 
o r  on Toronto 's  MTV have a uniformity t h a t  de r ive s  
from s i m i l a r  economic and p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  and 
from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  TV personnel  everywhere take  
t h e i r  cue from t h e  l a r g e  production cen t r e s .  I n  a l l  
these  s i t u a t i o n s ,  Te lev is ion ,  more through the  pro- 
ce s s  of production than d i r e c t  censorship,  shows u s  
the  hybrid a s  t he  r e a l  world. We s e e  our s o c i e t y  
through t h e  d i s t o r t i n g  c i r c u s  mir ror  of t he  r u l i n g  
c l a s s  : A l l  the  Blacks,  I t a l i a n s  and Ph i l i pp inos  on 
MTV a r e  well-fed and well-groomed. E%re t he re  a r e  ' 
no Chinese garment workers, Native car-wash a t t en -  
dants ,  Portugese c l eane r s  o r  West Indian  domestics. 
And most of a l l ,  t he r e  i s  no p o l i t i c a l  anger.  

I n  North America, t e l e v i s i o n  educates us t o  be 
pass ive  and i n v i t e s  us t o  ' c e l e b r a t e '  our  'good' 
f o r tune  a t  being s o  luxur ious ly  duped. Canadians 
who speak n e i t h e r  French nor  English have so  f a r  
been denied t h i s  form of s o c i a l  con t ro l  through te- 
l ev i s ion .  Mul t i l ingual  TV remedies t h i s  'neglec t ' .  

Reprinted from FUSE, v o l .  4 ,  no.4 (May 1980), 
pp. 188 6 191. 



LOFAWN, TOWN 
by Sean Gunn 

Today, one can walk down Granv i l l e  S t r e e t  and 
s t e p  r i g h t  i n t o  the  Occident. There a r e  many h ighly  

a 4ehponhe 20 UXZL~CLA a b o u t  V m w u v e 4 ' b  CkinatOwn in format ive  guided t o u r s  of Lofawntown, and our wkich appearred i n  Rhe Novemberr 1 9 7 3  h b u e  0 6  guide,  Joe  Blow, a  d r a f t  dodger from Beverly H i l l s ,  
Ma c ~ea n ' s  Le isure  Magazine, a%e Sep f -Ocb  1 9 7 3  &hue was e s p e c i a l l y  h e l p f u l  i n  s h o w i ~ g  us t h e  many f a s c i -  
0 6  B.C. Motor i s t  and d o u b t t c ~ ~  many otherr b&keo- 

., n a t i n g  s i g h t s  and scenes .  
-@pied and petr roniz ing ahtide.4 On NotLth dmehica'b Along t he  s idewalks,  crowded by s c o r e s  of bust-  
C k i n h w ~ b .  Lofawn i6 a bfigh,tLtey derrogat0h.y Cki- l i n g ,  i n s c r u t a b l e  Occidenta l  barga in  hun t e r s ,  we n u e  ~ 0 4 d  do4 "uhi.&?h1'. The  a r r f i d e  LA ah 4eXevanf  v i s i t e d  many c u r i o  shops o f f e r i n g  such e x o t i c  i tems . t o d a y a b o u t h o w a % e m a n ~ m e d i a " ~ ~ 4 e ~ " C k i n a -  ' a s  co rd l e s s  v i b r a t o r s  and canned B.C. a i r .  En t i c i ng ,  
,town ah i t  wa0 6 . i ~  yeahd ago.  pungent aromas t i t i l a t e d  t he  p a l a t e  onward towards 

c o l o u r f u l  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  s e rv ing  up many e x o t i c  d e l i -  
c ac i e s  of Occ identa l  c u i s i n e ,  such a s  cheeseburger ,  
corn beef on rye  without  mustard, and t he  p rove rb i a l  

"East is Eas t  and West is West and never  t h e  twain p i e  a  l a  mode. 
s h a l l  meet." These t a n t a l i z i n g ,  e x o t i c ,  ep icurean  d e l i g h t s  

a r e  se rved  p ip ing  hot  o r  f r e e z i n g  co ld  by e x o t i c ,  
Vancouver's Lofawntown, wi th  a  popula t ion  of oval-eyed, i n s c r u t a b l e  Occidenta l  b e a u t i e s ,  a long  

over  500,000 is t he  t h i r d  largest'Lofawn community wi th  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  e x o t i c ,  s teaming,  ho t  cup of 
i n  Canada. The Lofawn came over  t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia co f f ee  . 
i n  t he  1850s s ea r ch ing  f o r  gold,  and s i n c e  t h e  l i be -  However, one should be c a r e f u l  not  t o  ask  what 
r a l i z a t i o n  of t he  immigration laws,  va s t  bordes of is i n  t he se  d i she s ,  u n t i l  one i s  a t  l e a s t  f i n i s h e d  
them have come over  t o  permanently s e t t l e .  d in ing ,  a s  they o f t e n  con t a in  e x o t i c ,  i n s c r u t a b l e ,  

On October 5 ,  1867, John Doe became t he  f i r s t  s y n t h e t i c  i ng red i en t s .  Also, one should take  c a r e  
Lofawn ever  t o  be o f f i c i a l l y  hanged i n  B.C. Since t o  e a t  an e x t r a  generous po r t i on ,  t o  avoid g e t t i n g  
then ,  Lofawns have made g r ea t  in roads  i n t o  becoming hungry an hour l a t e r .  
a s s im i l a t ed  i n t o  t h e  economic and b i - c u l t u r a l  main- J o e  po in ted  ou t  t h a t  t he se  weren ' t  r e a l l v  au- 

c o n t ' d  on page 32 
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BEHIND GOLDEN MOUNTAIN : 

A FILM DIAQY 
by Nancy Ing 

My f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  hea r ing  any kind of 
h i s t o r y  of  t he  Chinese i n  Canada came from my f a t h e r  
a s  he would sit r e f l e c t i n g  over  h i s  p a s t  i n  h i s  
f avou r i t e  c h a i r .  I remember l i s t e n i n g  i n t e n t l y  a s  
he t o l d  me, "I thought we would go work i n  a gold 
mountain and p ick  up gold.  Didn' t  know who i t  be- 
longed t o ,  bu t  i t  was a job. Anyway, t h a t ' s  what I 
thought. Nobody t o l d  me I had t o  work i n  a res tau-  
r a n t  o r  laundry f i r s t . "  

Since then, I have l i s t e n e d  t o  may " f a t h e r s  and 
mothers" who came t o  Canada i n  s ea r ch  of  wealth and 
b e t t e r  l i v i n g .  I have shared t h e  personal  exper i -  
ences of  some f i v e  hundred people ac ros s  t h e  country 
who we l l  remember what i t  was l i k e  i n  t he  e a r l y  
days. Thei r  s t o r i e s  a r e  t o  be t h e  substance of a 
Canadian Broadcast ing Corporat ion ninety-minute 
t e l e v i s i o n  s p e c i a l  on t h e  h i s t o r y  of t he  Chinese i n  
Canada, t e n t a t i v e l y  t i t l e d  "Golden Mountain" . 

I worked a s  a r e s e a r h e r  with p roduce r /d i r ec to r  
,,of t he  f i lm,  Terence Macartney-Filgate. My job was 
'to i n v e s t i g a t e ,  l o c a t e  and ques t ion  Chinese ac ros s  
t h e  country i n  o rde r  t o  f i t  t h e  p ieces  toge ther .  I 
made t h r e e  t r i p s  ac ros s  Canada, dur ing  which I 
gained an awesome p i c t u r e  of  t h e  hardships  and o r -  
dea l s  t h a t  t h e  Chinese undewent  wi th  courage and 
determination.  

A s  a r a c i a l  group, t he  Chinese have encountered 
l i t t l e  known bu t  unbel ievable  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e i r  
s e t t l emen t  i n  t h i s  country.  A s  a r e sea rche r ,  I read  
of  t h e  infamous head t axes ,  the  Vancouver Rio t  of  
1907 and t h e  A s i a t i c  Exclusion League, t h e  Chinese 
Immigration Act of  1923 and o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
was passed t o  purposely keep t h e  Chinese from per- 
manent s e t t l emen t  i n  Canada. These f a c t s  were n o t  
t o  be found i n  most ord inary  classroom t e x t s .  It is 
t h e - g l a r i n g  omission of our  people t h a t  n a t u r a l l y  t 
l e f t  me with the  ques t ion:  "How many Canadians, how 
many Chinese Canadians then know of t h i s  t raumat ic  
y e t  r i c h  h i s t o r y ? "  

Before my research  t r a v e l s  began i n  May 1979, I 
was warned repea ted ly  t h a t  t h e  Chinese might be  re- 
l u c t a n t  t o  r evea l  t h e i r  s t o r y .  Due t o  the  p r e s su re s  
o f  u n f a i r  d i scr imina tory  laws i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  Chi- 
nese  had t o  maintained a low p r o f i l e  t o  avoid f u r t h e r  
harrassment.  Being a Canadian-born Chinese with a 
command o f  t h e  Sze Yup d i a l e c t  gave me an advantage . 
a s  a r e sea rche r  f o r  t h i s  f i lm.  S t i l l ,  I can now con- 
f e s s  t o  my i n i t i a l  hes i tancy  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  my pre- 
l iminary  con t ac t s  t o  reach t h e  Chinese community. 

I searched through numerous books, magazines and 
newspapers t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  names, p l ace s  and events  t o  
lead  me t o  my sources .  Having done t h a t ,  I indulged 
i n  my f i r s t  Investment-- a s e t  of t e l e p h o n ~  d i r ec to -  
r i e s  f o r  t he  major Chinese community c e n t r e s  ac ros s  
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Canada. Through t r i a l  and e r r o r ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r i e s  
provided me wi th  many addresses  of  t h e  descendants of  
t he  o r i g i n a l  p ioneers .  They enabled me t o  cont'act 
t h e  major Chinese Benevolent Assoc ia t ions ,  c l m  and 
p o l i t i c a l  c l i q u e s  of  t he  l a r g e r  c i t i e s .  A f t e r  mail- 
i ng  a l l  my l e t t e r s  and amassing an i n c r e d i b l e  phone 
b i l l ,  I had e s t a b l i s h e d  con t ac t s  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  Van- 
couver, Kamloops, Lethbridge,  Edmonton, Calgary, 
Saskatoon, Winnipeg, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal and 
Ha l i f ax .  The i n i t i a l  o r a l  research ,  inc luding  t r a -  
v e l ,  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of t apes  and w r i t t e n  paper were 
completed i n  a harrowing and i n t ense  n ine  weeks. 

I s t a r t e d  researching  t he  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Chi- 
nese  i n  Canada where t h e  h i s t o r y  began, on t h e  West 
Coast .  One only ha s  t o  walk through t h e  o l d  China- 
towns t o  sense  t he  deeply rooted  t r a d i t i o n s  and cul-  
t u r e  embedded i n  t he  surroundings.  As I approached 
each community, I was overwhelmed by t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
response t o  such a f i l m  be ing  made. I found myself 
unable t o  r e fu se  i n t e rv i ews  'as l a t e  a s  one o 'clock 
i n  the  morning f o r  f e a r  of missing out  on a good 
s t o r y .  Everyone had an experience t o  t e l l ,  a r o l e  
t o  play and wi th  each con t ac t ,  new con tac t s  branched 
out  quick ly .  I met such i n t e r e s t i n g  persons a s  
Levina Cheng, a Canadian-born Chinese woman who was 
given h e r  teaching  c e r t i f i c a t e  a t  h e r  graduation on 
condi t ion  she would not  teach,  because she was Chi- 
nese;  Douglas Jung, f i r s t  Chinese e l e c t e d  i n t o  Par-  
l iament i n  1957; Cha r l i e  Poy, a dedica ted  man who 
helped s e l l  f i v e  mi l l i on  d o l l a r s  worth of  war r e l i e f  
bonds during World War Two; and as-many rowdy bu t  
wonderful war ve terans  t h a t  t he  Ho Ho Res taurant  
could accomodate. They reminded me of  how these  
brave men fought  i n  the  second World War t o  h e l p  
ob t a in  t he  vo t e  f o r  t h e  Chinese i n  Canada. I spoke 
wi th  o ld  people who had worked i n  t he  salmon canne- - - 
r i e s  of  Nanaimo, t h e  c o a l  mines of  Cumberland, t h e  
lumber yards of Golden and t h e  market gardens of  
Vancouver. Second genera t ion  Chinese Canadians were 
a b l e  t o  sha re  t h e i r  photographs and pass  on t h e i r  
memories of  f a t h e r s  who t o l l e d  dur ing  the  construc-  
t i a n  of  t h e  rai lway o r  panned f o r  t h e  r i ches  o f  
gold.  I was fo r eve r  moved and amazed a t  t he  l a ck  of 
b i t t e r n e s s  i n  the  voices  of  t he se  e a r l y  heroes.  

One of t h e  major rewards of  researching  i s  
coming across  t h a t  e x t r a  s p e c i a l  person wi th  a s t o r y  
seldom t o l d .  I d i s t i n c t l y  remember one Sunday 
af te rnoon a t  t h e  V i l l a  Cathay Senior  C i t i z e n s  Home 
i n  Vancouver. I had coaxed a f r i e n d ,  V ic to r  Ho, t o  
accompany me on my af te rnoon interviews:  Between the  
two of u s ,  we could manage four  d i a l e c t s .  I n  a 
s t r ange  s e tup ,  t he  nurses  had arranged a s i t t i n g  
room f o r  us i n  which t he  e l d e r s  were l i n e d  up out- 
s i d e  t h e  en t rance  t o  come i n  one a t  a time t o  sha re  
h i s  o r  h e r  l i f e  exper ience .  By the  fou r th  in te rv iew,  
my voice was becoming parched s o  I persuaded V ic to r  
t o  speak t o  t h e  nex t  person.  I n  shu f f l ed  an e l d e r l y  
hunched over Chinese woman who moved along wi th  t h e  
a i d  of a cane. She i n s i s t e d ,  "I don' t  remember much. 
I don ' t  t h ink  I have much t o  say  bu t  I w i l l  t e l l  you 
what I remember." While I s o r t e d  ou t  my o t h e r  tapes ,  
Vic tor  s t a r t e d  t h e  i n t e rv i ew  i n  t h e  oppos i te  c o m e r  
of  t h e  room. Suddenly, he jumped up on t h e  co f f ee  
t a b l e  i n  a f i t  of exci tement.  What t h e  ol'd woman 
d i d  remember was be ing  kidnapped a t  t he  age of  twelve 
i n  Macao and be ing  whisked away i n t o  t he  n i g h t  on a 
sanpan t o  be s o l d  a t  a s l a v e  market i n  Hong Kong. 
Everything e l s e  i n  h e r  l i f e  she  remembers only a s  a 
b l u r ,  bu t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  i s  amazingly v i v i d  
i n  h e r  mind. 

As I headed eastwards,  t h e  s t 2 r i e s  began t o  
over lap  themselves t o  r e in fo rce .  many i d e a s  o r  t o  

break o ld  mythis .  I t  was no t  uncommon t o  l i s t e n  t o  
t he  P r a i r i e  man t e l l  of how he  picked up h i s  belong- 
ings '  many times i n  o rde r  t o  take  a chance a t  es tab-  
l i s h i n g  a b e t t e r  bus iness .  Often,  " b e t t e r  business" 
meant ope ra t i ng  es tab l i shments  t h a t  performed menial 
bu t  much needed s e rv i ce s  f o r  both predominantly male 
labour  camps and whi te  Canadian f ami l i e s  who found i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  import cheap, domestic European s e r v i c e .  
To a t t r a c t  a wh i t e  c l i e q t e l e ,  t he se  Chinese-owned 
smal l  l aund r i e s  and ca fe s  acquired Engl i sh  names. 

Women who stepped forward t o  speak of t h e i r  
l i f e s t y l e s  shared many personal  thoughts  and exper i -  
ences w i th  me. Mrs. Eng Wing of  Kamloops spoke of 
t h e  harsh  r e a l i t i e s  a l l  women immigrants experienced 
i n  t h e  b leakness  and vas tness  of e a r l y  Canadian 
s e t t l emen t .  Mary Ling of Hal i fax  explained what i t  
was l i k e  :o grow up i n  t h e  Maritimes during t h e  De- 
p r e s s ion  days i n  an environment where o the r  Chinese 
g i r l s  were few and f a r  between. Another of my fa-  
v o u r i t e s  was given by Diane Lee of Toronto who was 
t h e  f i r s t  post-war mai l  o rde r  b r i d e  t o  Canada. 
Diane, a su rv ivo r  i n  t he  t r u e s t  meaning of t h e  word, 
gave the  hard and t raumat ic  f a c t s  of he r  experience 
a s  a young f i f t e e n  year  o ld  b r i d e  being s e n t  not  
only t o  a fo r e ign  land ,  bu t  t o  an  unknown husband. I 
admire he r  courage and brashness t o  appear i n  t h e  
f i lm ,  speaking out  s t rong ly  on t h e  Chinese concept  
of love  and marriage.  

"What does i t  mean t o  be  Chinese i n  a Canadian 
soc i e ty?  How does one f e e l  about t h e  pa s t  when h e  
o r  s h e  s ee s  an o ld  Chinese man walking through t h e  
s t r e e t s  of Chinatown? What does Chinatown r ep re sen t  
f o r  you?" These a r e  j u s t  some of t h e  ques t i ons  I . 



asked of modern day Chinese Canadians t o  t r y  and 
l i n k  t h e  p a s t  w i th  the  p r e sen t .  The o r a l  r e s ea r ch  
revea led  many i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings .  Most impor tan t ly ,  
they  provided more persona l  i n s i g h t  towards prepa- 
r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  shoot ing .  

We found few photographs o u t s i d e  of l i m i t e d  
a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  documented t h e  pre- turn  of 
t h e  cen tury  days.  Thus, major h i g h l i g h t s  of t h e  
f i l m  w i l l  be r e c r ea t ed  drama scenes  sho t  i n  Hope, 
Yale, B a r k e r v i l l e ,  Le thbr idge ,  Vancouver and Vic- 
t o r i a  and Toronto. These scenes  i nvo lv ing  l o c a l  
Chinese p a r t i c i p a n t s  from each o f  t h e  major l o c a l e s  
w i l l  d e p i c t  t h e  days of gold mining, t he  hardsh ips  
and dangers  i n  t h e  bu i l d ing  of  t h e  ra i lway ,  the  
anger  of a n t i - o r i e n t a l  sent iment  and t h e  humi l i a t i on  
of  immigration process ing .  

The drama scenes  do more than  r e c r e a t e  a n  
even t ,  they r e c r e a t e  emotions. I remember watching 
a scene  sho t  a t  Pioneer  V i l l age  i n  Toronto i n  which 
an  e l d e r l y  man, M r .  Deep Quong, posed a s  a  laundry- 
man. A grey queue was woven i n t o  h i s  ag ing  h a i r .  
H i s  d r e s s  was a  ve ry  t r a d i t i o n a l  garb of mandarin 
j a c k e t ,  overcoa t ,  p a n t s  and s l i p p e r s .  As he worked 
h i s  way down t h e  p a t h  overburdened w i th  a  baske t  of 
d i r t y  laundry,  t h r e e  smal l ,  whi te  c h i l d r e n  were s e n t  
upon him t o  t a u n t  him w i t h  chan t s .  

"Ching, Chang Chinaman 
Chop chop queue." 

The c h i l d r e n  were j u s t  a t  t h a t  age t o  n o t  know t h e  
s e r i ousnes s  of t h e i r  words. They took d e l i g h t  and 
venom i n  t a un t i ng  t h e  o ld  man, tugging a t  h i s  queue 
and pushing him about .  M r .  Quong made h i s  way along 
t h e  pa th  when suddenly i n  a  b u r s t  of emotion he 
c r i e d  o u t ,  "Shut up! Why don' t  you l e ave  me a lone?  
Go away!" Tears  came t o  my eyes  and I could no t  
s t a y  and watch t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t ake s .  As Hing Mak, 
one of t h e  e x t r a s  t h a t  day remarked, "It was s o  d i f -  
f i c u l t  t o  watch. I f e l t  s o  humi l ia ted  f o r  him.'' 
The scene  was s o  r e a l  f o r  t hose  of  us of Chinese 
descent  who were watching. 

The l o n e l i e s s  of t h e  bache lor  days were re-  
c r ea t e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Bachelor Quar te rs  i n  Vic- 
t o r i a ,  B.C.  Th is  drama scene  w i l l  t i e  n e a t l y  w i th  
t h e  reminiscences of s e v e r a l  men o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  
bache lor  s o c i e t y  i nc lud ing  an  exc lu s ive  i n t e rv i ew  
wi th  M r .  Wong. M r .  Wong l i v e s  i n  a  smal l  dark  room 

chuckwagon days. The o ld  M r .  Hong performed a s  a  
cook f o r  a s  many a s  560 men on a round-up crew. H i s  
son and l o c a l  f r i e n d s  provided t h e  chuckwagon, 
ho r se s ,  costumes and s p i r i t  t o  b r i n g  a l i v e  t h e  
Chinese cowboy. 

It i s  hard*  t o  imagine t h a t  a  f i l m  o f  t h i s  impor- 
t ance  involv ing  so  many people and s o  much t r a v e l  has 
ha l f  . the  budget i t  c o s t s  t o  provide  a  "minute" of  t h e  
CBC t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s ,  "The Beachcombers". The pro- 
blems of a  low funding scheme d i c t a t e d  from t h e  
h igher  o f f i c e s  of t h e  CBC has  forced  producer Ter ry  
Macartney-Filgate t o  concen t r a t e  on t he  Chinese com- 
munity from B r i t i s h  Columbia t o  a s  f a r  a s  Ontar io .  
This  omission of  Quebec and t h e  Mari t imes,  I f e e l ,  1s 
u n f a i r  and un fo r tuna t e .  The Chinese who made i t  t o  
t h e  Maritimes a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  1870's  have a s  e x c i t i n g  
a  s t o r y  a s  t h e  f i r s t  immigrants i n  B.C. Also,  who 
w i l l  speak on beha l f  of  t h e  Chinese i n  Quebec, a  
minor i ty  among a minor i ty?  Hopeful ly,  be fo r e  t h e  
e d i t i n g  begins i n  t h e  w in t e r  of 1980, someone w i l l  - - 
speak up on behalf  of t h e  excluded Chinese. B e t t e r  
y e t ,  they w i l l  p rovide  funds.  

Cos ts  a l s o  made i t  impossible  t o  f i l m  many of  
t he  f a s c i n a t i n g  people I met on my f i r s t  t r i p .  I 
r e g r e t  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  Kong Acroba t ic  family 
who performed w i t h  t h e  Barnum Ba i l y  Ci rcus  w i l l  no t  
be shared ;  o r  t h e  exper ience  o f  Wayne Wong, t he  k id  . 

who grew up i n  Vancouver's Chinatown t o  become t h e  
wonder k i d  on s k i s  may no t  be shown. Time has  a l s o  
played an important  f a c t o r .  Many of t he  o l d e r  peo- 
p l e  who had l i v e d  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  f o r  us  have s i n c e  
passed away. 

we asked every  i n t e rv i ewee ,  "What i s  t h e  most 
s p e c i a l  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  Chinese?" A s  f o r  myself ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h e  Chine'se a r e  a  very proud people.  I 
f e l t  t h i s  p r i d e  wherever I went and wi th  a l l  t h e  
people I met. It i s  t h i s  s ense  of p r i d e  t h a t  
enabled t h e  e a r l y  Chinese t o  p ick  up t h e i r  r o o t s  and 
l e ave  t h e i r  homeland t o  pursue a  b e t t e r  l i f e ,  endur- 
i n g  hakdships and b l a t a n t  d i s c r im ina t i on .  It is  
wi th  t h i s  same p r i d e  t h a t  t h e  Chinese communities 
c a r r y  on today.  

A f i l m  such a s  t h i s  ha s  waited too  long t o  be 
made. Yet, never  have Chinese Canadians been more 
ready o r  eager  t o  vo i ce  i t s e l f .  

a t  t h e  back of t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  He is  
one of t h e  four  i n h a b i t a n t s  t h e r e  who r e f u s e s  t o  Nancy Ing ghw up i n  Win&uh, On%%n.io. Ske hecenxYtey 
l e ave  t h e  conf tnes  and f a m i l i a r i t y  of  Chinatown. , heceived hch deghee i n  6 i l m  &om Yohh U n i v w i f g  and 

Not a l l  t h e  scenes a r e  s o  sombre. James Hong o f  wan invulved i n  CBC1n Ckinene Canadian p/roje&. 
Cluny, A lbe r t a  g ive s  a  wi ld  r e n d i t i o n  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  "Golden MuunZain" w d t  be t d e c a h t  on CBC i n  1981. 



'The Dubious Award f o r  Summer 1980 goes  t o  t h e  h i s  e y e s  whenever one of  h i s  " f o r e i g n "  s t u d e n t s  m i s -  

Canac ian  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  Toronto  f o r  t h e  p ronounces  a  word o f  h i s  s u p p o s e d l y  s u p e r i o r  E n g l i s h  - 
a i r i n g  o f  a  m i n d l e s s  B r i t i s h  comedy s e r i e s  e n t i t l e d ,  
"Mind Your Language." T h i s  B-grade program,  which 
a s s a u l t s  t h e  v i e w e r  a f t e r  t h e  11:00 news on Monday 
( o r  Tuesday)  n i g h t s ,  is one which any  s e n s i t i v e  i n -  
d i v i d u a l  o f  any r a c e  o r  n a t i o n a l i t y  would f i n d  ex- 
t r e m e l y  o f f e n s i v e ,  a s  i t  r e d u c e s  t h e  immigrant  t o  an  
i m b e c i l i c ,  c a r t o o n  s t e r e o t y p e .  

Most of  t h e  cheap  l a u g h s  i n  t h i s  B r i t i s h  f a r c e  
a r e  produced t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n s t a n t  r i d i c u l i n g  of t h e  
a d u l t  immigrant  s t u d e n t s  i n  a n  " E n g l i s h  a s  a  F o r e i g n  
Language" c l a s s  i n  England.  I n  each  e p i s o d e  we meet 
t h e  same e n d e a r i n g l y  n a i v e  c h a r a c t e r s :  Ta ro ,  t h e  
compul s ive ly  bowi-ng J a p a n e s e  man who p r e f a c e s  each  
s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  "Ahh-so"; S iu -L i ,  a  young Ch inese  
woman i n  a  Mao u n i f o r m  who comes a c r o s s  a s  a  r o b o t  
spewing f o r t h  Mao i s t  d o c t r i n e  l i k e  a  machine gun;  
and Anna Schmid t ,  a  s t o i c a l l y  tough  German woman i n -  . 
v a r i a b l y  ga rbed  i n  a  c u t e ,  H e i d i  o f  t h e  Schwarzwald 
cos tume.  The c l a s s  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a  t o k e n ,  s ex -  
c r a z e d  Greek s a i l o r  i n  a  r e d  and w h i t e  s t r i p e d  
T - s h i r t ,  a  charming,  o l d e r  macho Spaniard--  and Gio- 
v a n n i ,  a t oken  young macho I t a l i a n .  And o f  c o u r s e ,  
t h e  c l a s s  would n o t  be  comple te  w i t h o u t  a  v o l u p t u o u s  
b londe  f rom Sweden-- and an  a s s o r t m e n t  of  i n g r a t i a -  
t i n g  E a s t  I n d i a n s  who u t t e r  "A thousand  pa rdons"  
a f t e r  e a c h  g rammat i ca l  e r r o r  t h a t  t hey  might  commit. 

P r e s i d i n g  o v e r  t h e s e  fumbl ing ,  c a r d b o a r d ,  
Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  c a r i c a t u r e s  is  t h e  p a t r o n i z i n g  M r .  
Brown. T h i s  s e l f - a s s u r e d  young man is t h e  m a s t e r  
who s p e a k s  impeccab le  E n g l i s h  and who wince5 o r  r o l l s  

l a n g u a g e .  
The f a c t  t h a t  s u c h  h r a c i s t  program a s  "Mind Your 

Language" e n j o y s  a i r  t i m e  on Canada ' a  n a t i o n a l  t e l e -  
v i s i o n  network is  c l e a r l y  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  who s e t s  
t h e  mora l  and p o l i t i c a l  t o n e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  Ob- 
v i o u s l y ,  t h o s e  i n v i ; i b l e  powers who u l t i m a t e l y  con- 
t r o l  o u r  d a i l y  l i v e s  f rom t h e i r  boardroom t a b l e s ,  
condone,  and p r o b a b l y  p e r p , e t u a t e  t h i s  condescend ing  
a t t i t u d e  towards  immigran t s .  S i n c e  t h e  complacent  
v i ewer  is i n v i t e d  t o  l augh  con temptuous ly  a t  t h e  c u t e  
l i t t l e  immigran t s '  e f f o r t s  t o  l e a r n  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n -  
&"age, i t  must t h e r e f o r e  be  okay t o  c o n s i d e r  anyone 
who does  n o t  speak  E n g l i s h  a s  a n  i n f e r i o r ,  a l i e n  
c r e a t u r e  . 

The kiunadLan d e p l o r e s  t h i s  r a c i s t ,  p a t r o n i z i n g  
a t t i t u d e .  The kianadian d e p l o r e s  t h e  d e c e p t i v e  use  
of  humour t o  camouf lage  a v e r y  damaging message. We 
u rge  t h e  CBC a f f i l i a t e  i n  Toron to  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  some 
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  d i g n i t y  and  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  a l l  
human b e i n g s  r e s i d i n g  i n  Canada by removing "Mind 
Your Language" f rom i ts  program s c h e d u l e .  We 

c u g g e s  t t h a t  t h e  CBC r e p l a c e  it w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
6urreign f i l m s .  

- Dawn Kiyoye Ono 

( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e  : Accord ing  t o  o u r  t e l e v i s i o n  program 
g u i d e s ,  "Mind Your Language" was a p p a r e n t l y  d i s -  
c o n t i n u e d  j u s t  b e f o r e  we went  t o  p r e s s ) .  
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, There is no limit ?,d the nonsense that will hn :- *' - 
society so anxious to prove its goo2 

- 

offending anyone, that..commor 
.Take the n o n s e ~ s e  S O ~ ' ,  . by 

a r t i c l e s :  u n c e r t i f i e a  buses  f a l l i n g  o f f  mountain 
roads l i k e  over-r ipe f r u i t  o f f  untended branches.  
Unchannelled waters  engul f ing  unprepared towns and 
v i l l a g e s .  T ra in  acc iden t s .  Food r i o t s .  You would 
t h ink  r e p o r t e r s  spend t h e i r  time i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
te rmina ls .  Of course ,  t h i s  aggrega te  co l l age  of 
chaos begs t h e  ques t i on  of who w i l l  s o lve  those  
problems? American a i d ?  

With t h e  spread of huge dimensions of t h e  
empire of  Thi rd  World fascism, complete w i th  
dea th  squads,  t o r t u r e  and r ep re s s ion  ... The 
i d e o l o g i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s - - t h e  p r e s s ,  s choo l s ,  
and un ive r s i t i e s - - t hus  f a ce  a  growing cha l -  
l enge .  It i s ,  one might have thouxht ,  a  for- 
midable t a sk  t o  t ransmute i nc r ea s ing  numbers 
of  f a s c i s t  thugs i n t o  r e spec t ab l e  " leaders"  
worthy o f  our  s u b s i d i e s  and a c t i v e  suppor t .  
Equally s e r i o u s  i s  t h e  problem of den i c t i nq  

Krisantha Sri Bhaggiyadatta t h e  United S t a t e s  i t s e l f  a s  f i t  t o  judge and 
a s s e s s  t h e  human r i g h t s  record of  o t h e r  
s t a t e s ,  i n  t h i s  contex t  of sponsorship of  
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  maf ia ,  and immediately a f t e r  

Take t h e  nonsense something c a l l e d  t h e  South 
Asian Or ig ins  L i a i son  Committee is  t r y i n g  t o  
f o i s t  on our  educa t ion  system-- the  removal 
from elementary and high schools  of  14  t ex t -  
books which t h e  group claims a r e  r a c i s t  and 
p r e j u d i c i a l  t o  I n d i a  and people of Ind ian  
o r i g i n .  . . 

What upse ts  t h e  Asian group is t h a t  a  
number of textbooks with t i t l e s  such a s  The  
Geoyhapheh'o W o d d ;  T h e  R i ~ e  c6 W u t e n n  Civi- 
LizaLLan; A GLabde HLbatvhq; Food, Fac t  ccnd 
FuLkLarre; The  R&e and F a l l  0 6  Eutrupe, por- 
t r a y  Ind i a  a s  an overcrowded count ry ,  where 
people a r e  "a rcha ic ,  i l l i t e r a t e ,  poor and 
underdeveloped". . 

Curried H i s  t o ry  
Tohonto  SUM E d i t o r i a l  
June 1, 1978 

While t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  was w r i t t e n  over  two yea r s  
ago, i t  remains a  s tandard  of how Thi rd  World coun- 
t r i e s  a r e  depic ted  i n  t he  newspapers. "Those" coun- 
t r i e s  a r e  never  por t rayed  a s  na t i ons  s t r u g g l i n g  out  
from under t he  c r i p p l i n g  legacy of  i-mperialism. 
What we g e t  i s  a  s t a t i c  "snapshot" view o f  h i s t o r y  
r e p l e t e  with t h e  cu r r en t  a d j e c t i v e s  of  t h e  w r i t e r .  
What a l s o  p r e v a i l s  i s  a  p o l i t i c a l  s t e r e o t y p e  of peo- 
p l e  a s  gene t i c  o r  c u l t u r a l  anachronisms. 

... I n d i a  i s  dep i c t ed  a s  a  country where 
t he  c a s t e  system causes v a s t  s o c i a l  problems 
and where sacred  cows roam f r e e l y ,  n e i t h e r  
k i l l e d  f o r  food,  nor s topped from consuming 
food t h a t  people might o therwise  consume. 
The Asian group d i spu t e s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
assumption t h a t  I nd i a  i s  luckjr S r i t i s : ~  colo- 
n i a l i sm  prepared Ind ians  t o  take  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e i r  own f u t u r e .  That s o r t  of s t u f f .  

Well? I f  t h a t  i s  what t he  textbooks s a y ,  
i t  i s  r ea s su r ing .  Because t h a t  i s n ' t  a  bad 
d s c r i p t i o n  of I n d i a ' s  problems. 

T o f i o ~ ~ t o  S u n  ~ d i t o r i a l  
June 1, 1978 

Day a f t e r  day news a r t i c l e s  reproduce t h i s  im- 
p e r i a l  l i t a n y  of  anarchy and insurmountable prob- 
lems. Due t o  t he  type of coverage they depend on ,  
most of these  a r e  s h o r t  and snappy "ne~rs s e rv i ce "  

i t s  prolonged and b r u t a l  a s s a u l t  on t h e  
peasant  s o c i e t i e s  o f  Indochina . . .  Never- 
t h e l e s s ,  these  formidable t a sk s  I~ave  been 

'accomplished wi thout  no t ab l e  d i f f i c u l t y  ... 
The  Wak ing- ton  Can- 

n e c t i a n  and T k i a d  
Wohed F a  d m  

Noam Chomsky and 
Edward S .  Herman* 

Outside t h e  focus of  t he  American m i l i t a r y -  
i n d u s t r i a l  scheme of events  (Vietnam, China, Af- 
ganis tan)  very few coun t r i e s  i n  Asia rece ive  r e g u l a ~  
a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  media. The t h r ee  major newspapers 
o r  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  have a t  most, one correspon- 
dent  i n  a l l  of Asia. b s t  o f  t h e  fo r e ign  news 
comes through U.S. news s e r v i c e s  such a s  UP1 and 
Reuters .  The Globe and M d  r epea t s  a r t i c l e s  from 
T h e  Economis t  and t h e  NPU, Yo& T h e b .  Tlie Tof iontu  
SXkR has  "experts"  on Asia such a s  Mark Gayn (who 
s ays  he  spent  a  few minutes w i th  Mao i n  t he  caves 
of Yenan) and t h e  Wa&kingZon Pant .  

Because of  t h i s  dependence on American pers-  
pec t i ve ,  F s l e m s  assembling i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  of I r a n  
t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  e v i c t i o n  of  t he  Shah were l a b e l l e d  
" fana t ics" ;  whi le  "peace-loving" Moslem who oppose 
t he  " i l l eg i t ama te "  Afghanigovernment assembled i n  
Pakis tan .  ( I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  i n  these arguments of 
l eg i t imacy ,  we a r e  never  t o l d  t h a t  P a k i s t a n ' s  Gen- 

e r a l  Zia is  himself  t he  product  o f  a  CIA backed 
coup d ' e t a t  o r  t h a t  he executed t h e  e l e c t e d  premier  
M i  Bhutto) .  

P a r t  of t h e  reason  f o r  t h i s  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  Ame- 
r i c a n  fo r e ign  po l i cy  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  most of  t h e  
major newspapers and t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  i n  Canada 
a r e  owned by mu l t i na t i ona l  corpora t ions  wi th  v a s t  
i n t e r e s t s  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  I n  a t tempt ing  t o  
i n t e r p r e t  t he  news i n  t he se  house-organs, t h e  b e s t  
guide t o  f i l t e r i n g  the  f o r e i g n  news b i a s  i s  an un- 
ders tanding  of t he  m i l i t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l  presence i n  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  country.  Shown he re  is  a  c h a r t  from 
Chomsky ' s book. 

- 

* Chomsky i s  a  Nobel p r i z e  s eman t i c i s t .  He has 
catalogued q u i t e  comprehensively, t he  c o l l u s i o n  of  
the  " f r e e  presst; i n  t he  yea r s  a f t e r  World War 11, 
wi th  the  "Washington connect ion". 
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H u m a n  Rights Violators, Fiscal Years 1973-78 While I come from a country ( S r i  Lanka) which 
. (Current dollars, in millions) . was twenty m i l e s  away from I n d i a ,  my unders tand ing  

of  t h a t  c o u n t r y ' s  h i s t o r y  was very much t h a t  of  t h e  
ToJ~ovLtu S u n ' s .  Not on ly  I n d i a n  h i s t o r y  b u t  a l s o  o u r  
h i s t o r y ,  t h e  way we looked a t  o u r s e l v e s  and t h e  wav 
we looked a t  t h e  world.  The f u t u r e  and our  r o l e  i n  
i t  was l a i d  o u t  f o r  us-- t h e  c o n c r e t e  pa th  of  colo- 
n i a l  development. Europe doing what i t  had t o  do 
f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  world.  

The language I l e a r n e d  my l e s s o n s  i n  was 

2.2 134.0 98.6 - 689 Engl i sh  and s o  were t h e  h i s t o r y  books t h a t  I read.  
3.4  230.7 258.3 93.3 1,062 Since  h i s t o r y  is  t a u g h t  a s  k ings  and h e r o e s ,  one 
2.5 27.4 146.6 226.7 1,391 t y p i c a l  f i g u r e  would be  t h e  man who l e a d  t h e  B r i t i s h  

iElHlOPIA 53.2 46.0 200.6 111.0 736 t o  t h e  l a s t  s t r o n g h o l d  t o  b e  cap tured  i n  S r i  
!INI)ONESIA 107.9 54.7 91.8 634.2 1,272 Lanka. The l o c a l  hero  would be  t h e  S ingha lese  man who 
!IRAN 0.3  - 15,677.3 5.4 - jo ined  t h e  B r i t i s h  and showed them t h e  way. 
SHILIPI'INES 124.4 60.0 194.7 383.5 1,460 41.4 Despi te  be ing  non-white, t o  speak Engl i sh  and 
iSOU'TH KOREA 601.1 552.4 1,333.1 487.0 2,741 pray C h r i s t i a n  i n  a  count ry  t h a t  was predominant ly 
ITHAILAND 229.4 74.7 220.3 ' 9 1 . 4 '  2,655 Singha lese  and Buddhist ,  Tamil and Hindu, was t o  be- 
 URUGUAY 9.0 12.0 16.9 22.8 717 long  t o  a  minor i ty .  S ince  we were n o t  people  of 

- -  p r b p e r t y ,  our  f u t u r e  l a y  i n  working f o r  a  government 

C - - . . -. . . 
, c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  A s  a  c l a s s  of  c l e r k s ,  our  e x i s t e n c e  

'Source: 197?--r, data: U . S  Dcp.irt111ent o f  Dcfcnze, Furt.ign . I f r l i ra r~ .  S ~ l r . \  a n d  
was t i e d  t o  a  con t inu ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t e a ,  

.Ifrliran. Az.,r\rcirrc.r Fu<rs( \ ! 'a \hir~g~on.  1976); 1977-78daU U . S  Drpar tment  and the International Monetary Fund' 
of L>cfcn\c, St'iuriry .~ \ i t r i r r r ( . t ,  Progrurn. P~P.TCIIIU[~O~ 10 C ~ n g r e ~ s .  F . Y .  1978 L i t t l e  d i d  I know of what e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
(\!'a,h;ngto~~. 1977). i m p e r i a l i s t  came, excep t  i n  viewing t h e  a rchaeo log i -  

'Source ~ 1 . s  Agcncy for nc \c lopmcnt .  u S. O\ t , r .s~ .u~  Loans u n J  Grunlq. IIII! I c a l  r u i n s  t h a t  remained. L i t t l e  d i d  t h a t  knowledge 
1915-Jlrtrc 30 1975 (Wa>hingti>n,  1976), and additiondl tab1r.s supplied by seem necessary .  Engl i sh  h i s t o r y  and American B- 
USAIL>. grade  movies were a  l o t  more fun.  The Buddhist 

l Includr\  dcli\erics o f  enccas defu~lsc ; ~ - t ; i l c r  and tri~ininl: cclsrs under the frescoes were quaint b u t  the f i g h t  to retain t h a t  
In~ernat iona l  hlilit:try and E d ~ ~ ~ ; r t i o n  Trai l l ing P r o g r ~ r n .  c u l t u r e ,  u l t i m a t e l y  f u t i l e .  

41ncl~,deh the Foreign hlilirary S;~le\  and Cornrr~crcia] Sale, programs. 
'Include> econonlic as \ i \ tan i~ .  (loan, ~ n d  grant>). F o o d  for Pe;~ce aid. Security D e s p i t e  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  develop a  n u c l e a r  bomb 

Supporting A.;.iiztdnce. and zrn.~llcr probihions whi le  f a i l i n g  t o  feed  i t s  own people (perhaps 
*Include, M A P  grdqtr. t r ~ i n i n g  coxlr. c\cchs dcfcn\c r~rticlch, and F M S  credits. a m i l l i o n  people s t a r v e  t o  dea th  each year)  o r  ' 

t o  adequa te ly  house them ( v i s i t  C a l c u t t a  o r  
This t ;~h l r  is rcproclr~ccd xvith pcrnlis>ion,  from h1ich:iel T .  Klare, New Delh i  and s e e  how many l i v e ,  permanently,  
Strpp!,,itl.y Rcpr t , .~ . \ io t r ,  Ficld Four id ;~r ion .  1977. p. 9. on s t r e e t s  and i n  d i t c h e s )  I n d i a  h a s  enormous 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  problems. 
Were i t  no t  f o r  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s m  i t  

"You have t o  remember harder" ,  s h e  . would never  have had a  common language ( ~ n ~ l i s h j  
s a i d ,  "1t i s  very impor tan t  t h a t  you speak f o r  Par l i ament ,  and would n o t  have developed 
now. " i n t o  a  democracy w i t h  some measure of  freedom. 

"Why now?", I asked ,  "I have a  d i s -  So keep textbooks t h a t  d o n ' t  change' o r  r e v i s e  
t i n c t  a v e r s i o n  t o  adding new p r e s s u r e s  on t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  a b l e  people.  
my bra in" .  

Cur r ied  H i s t o r y  "Because i n  North America they reward 
You f o r  f o r g e t t i n g " .  (Because t h e  sands s i f t  Because I spoke Engl i sh  i t  would seem l o g i c a l  
f a s t e r  i n  t h i s  d e s e r t ) .  t h a t  I would c a t e r  t o  t h i s  view of  his tory ' .  Because - 

I wanted t o  ask  where (memory, expe- we were "western-oriented" and C h r i s t i a n ,  we were 
r i e n c e )  went. Was t h e r e  a  c e n t r a l  computer f o r e i g n e r s  i n  the  l and  of o u r  b i r t h .  Here we run t h e  
o r  a  hidden bank? A l a n d f i l l  s i g h t  of gamut of b e i n g  non-white, e t h n i c ,  South Asian,  a  v i -  
( reduced,  re fused)  (memory, exper ience) .  s i b l e  minority--as t h e  es tab l i shment  a t t e m p t s  t o  
Where d i d  i t  go? q u a n t i f y  and i s o l a t e  u s  from t h e  g e n e r a l  s t ream of 

"We d o n ' t  know y e t .  But we have some humanity t h a t  h a s  i n h a b i t e d  t h i s ,  o r  r a t h e r  at tempted 
i d e a s .  What we do know is  what memory is  t o  remain i n  t h i s ,  "New World". 
rep laced  with".  My unders tand ing  of  what e x i s t e d  i n  t h i s  count ry  

"What?" b e f o r e  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  came, o r  b e f o r e  we came, 
The room t h a t  was t o t a l l y  dark  was amounts t o  s c a n t  snapshots .  The Dene and t h e  I n u i t ,  

charged wi th  w h i t e  l i g h t .  The a t t e n d a n t  i f  n o t  f o r  "druken-Indian" s t o r i e s  o r  t h e  government 
w i t h  t h e  i n j e c t i o n  had come i n  a g a i n .  With announcing a  new program o r  u n s e t t l i n g  p i p e l i n e ,  
a  f l i c k  of t h e  swi tch  s h e  was gone. Through would amount t o  l i v i n g  j u s t  a s  f a r  away a s  I n d i a .  
t h e  window, down t o  t h e  park and bv.shes. The Vietnam e r a  s t i r r e d  a  wave of  i n d i g n a n t  
He reached over  and c l o s e d  t h e  c u r t a i n s .  r e v i s i o n i s t s  who a t t a c k e d  t h e  American t r a d i -  
He smiled.  t i o n  and t h e  "consensus h i s t o r i a n s "  who had f o r  

"The produc t ion  of r e a l i t y ?  Where does s o  long  been i ts  cus tod ians .  .. The U.S. was 
i t  a l l  t ake  p!.ace? Here,  g ive  me your arm. por t rayed  a s  t h e  v i l l a i n  of t h e  co ld  war; U.S. 
L e t ' s  f j n d  o u t . "  While rubbing t h e  e t h e r  

diplomacy, benea th  its p r e t e n s i o n s ,  teemed with 
on, he tu rxed  t h e  TV newscasts  on.  t h e  b r u t e  c u p i d i t y  of  c a p i t a l i s t s  i n  s e a r c h  of 

The M r t i i o n d  Lahcv,tcny new markets .  

The k h n a d i a n  I 1  



Much of t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  h i s t o r y  has  been 
d i s c r e d i t e d . .  . Where t r a d i t i o n a l  h i s t o r i e s  
emphasized p o l i t i c s  and economics, i n s t i t u t i o n s  
and e l i t e s ,  t h e  newer work c o n c e n t r a t e s  upon 
t h e  American fami ly ,  upon women, upon b l a c k s  
and I n d i a n s ,  upon t h e  poor and on those  wi thout  
power. The purpose now, s a y s  Columbia Univer- 
s i t y  h i s t o r i a n  James Shenton, i s  "inclusionism1'- 
a  mi ld ly  o f f e n s i v e  academic term f o r  e n l a r g i n g  
t h e  embrace and imagina t ion  of h i s t o r y .  

r Time Magaune 
Ju ly  7,  1980 

The h i s t o r y  of t h e  people who b u i l t  t h i s  coun- 
t r y  is t h e  h i s t o r y  of people a t t e m p t i n g  t o  surmount 
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  e lements  of n a t u r e  and t h e  g e n e r a l  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  by t h e  bosses .  T h i s  c o n t a i n s  the  h i s -  
t o r y  of immigrants, of inexpensive l a b o u r ,  f i g h t i n g  
f o r  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  which t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  hu- 
manity. I t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  h i s t o r y  of unions,  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of women and men-- what they  d i d  t o  and f o r  
each o t n e r  t o  s u r v i v e ,  what they wished t o  l e a v e  f o r  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  It is a l s o  a  h i s t o r y  of  l i e s  and 
f e a r ,  what was t o l d  t o  s u c c e s s i v e  immigrants about  
each o t h e r ,  and why they were coming h e r e .  

Even though over  the  y e a r s  I have a t tempted  t o  
r e j e c t  SLQL'L view of  . h i s t o r y ,  due t o  a  l a c k  o f  

s tudy  and access ,  I have no t  rep laced  t h i s  memory 
adequa te ly .  So when a  f r i e n d  from I n d i a  t o l d  me 
of the  wholesa le  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  economies, 
s t o r i e s  of t h e  r e s u l t a n t  famines and the  people  . - 
e n t i c e d  and kidnapped t o  A f r i c a  and t h e  West I n d i e s ,  
I imagined t h e s e  g r e a t  d ry  b locks  of brown e a r t h  
c o l l i d i n g  and .crumbling i n  my head. Her s t o r i e s  were 
s p r i n g  rushes  of  water  over  a  d e s e r t .  I was e l a t e d .  
I was a l s o  dismayed, because I was h e a r i n g  j u s t  a  
smal l  p a r t  of t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  is y e t  t o  be t o l d .  

When a  f r i e n d  from I r e l a n d  t o l d  me of c o l o n i a l  
a c t i o n  t h e r e ,  of  t h e  famines and t h e  mass migra t ions ,  
I r e a l i z e d  how l i t t l e  I knew. I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  I have 
t o  know o f  what happened i n  I r e l a n d ,  it is j u s t  t h a t  
my unders tand ing  of i t  i s  wrapped up w i t h  t h a t  of 
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  world. When a  f r i e n d  from A f r i c a  
t o l d  me about t h e  Congress of B e r l i n  and how Europe 
d iv ided  t h a t  c o n t i n e n t  and u l t i m a t e l y  d e p i c t e d  i t  a s  
a  Tarzan movie, t h e  geography of  t h e  world changed 
f o r  me. So d i d  my unders tand ing .of  what e x i s t e d  
b e f o r e  we came t o  t h i s  country.  

There was a  t a b l e  s e t  o u t  under  a  t r e e . .  . 
t h e  March Hare and t h e  H a t t e r  were hav ing  
t e a  a t  it. A Dormouse was s i t t i n g  between 
them, f a s t  a s l e e p ,  and t h e  o t h e r  two were 
u s i n g  i t  a s  a  cushion,  r e s t i n g  t h e i r  elbows 
on i t ,  and t a l k i n g  over  i t s  head. "Very 
uncomfortable f o r  t h e  Dormouse," thought  
A l i c e ,  "only,  a s  i t ' s  a s l e e p ,  I suppose i t  
d o e s n ' t  mind". 

The t a b l e  was a  l a r g e  one,  b u t  t h e  
t h r e e  were a l l  crowded t o g e t h e r  a t  one corner  
of i t .  "No room! No room!", they c r i e d  o u t  
when they saw A l i c e  coming. "There 's  p l e n t y  
of room!", s a i d  A l i c e  i n d i g n a n t l y ,  and s h e  
s a t  down i n  a  l a r g e  armchair  a t  one end of 
t h e  t a b l e .  

W c e  i n  Wonddand 

I came t o  t h i s  country i n  1971. I t  was t h e  
peak of  Third World immigration t o  Canada. I went 
t o  Scarborough, t o  high school .  I was l u c k i e r  t o  

have s i s t e r s  and b r o t h e r s  here .  To t h e  o f f i c e s  and 
f a c t o r i e s  o f  Metro Toronto we came t o  c l e a n  and 
c l e r k  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  accomodate t h e  
post-war i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  of Southern Ontar io .  (As  
f a r  as we were concerned, Northern Ontar io  began a t  
S t e e l e s  Avenue and t h e  North Pole  near  B a r r i e ) .  
Without unions a t  work o r  suppor t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  
home (except  r e g r e s s i v e  church o r g a n i z a t i o n s )  we 
formed a  v i s i o n  of t h i s  s o c i e t y .  Given t h a t  we d i d  
n o t  know our  neighbours  w e l l ,  t h e  media played a  
g r e a t  r o l e  i n  t e l l i n g  u s  what was a c c e p t a b l e  and 
what was n o t .  The junk food s t o r e s  and t h e  depar t -  
ment s t o r e s  they a d v e r t i s e d  gave u s  what,was a v a i l a -  
b l e  and what we could a f f o r d .  

It was t h e  media who he lped  t e l l  us  we were n o t  
needed h e r e .  That we were h e r e  ( t h e  g a t e s  b e i n g  
opened a f t e r  hours ,  r u s t y  and c reak ing)  was due t o  
the  b l e e d i n g  Boodness o f  some p e o p l e ' s  h e a r t s .  Nar~e- 
l y ,  the  L i b e r a l  p a r t y .  So some o f  us vo ted  L i b e r a l  
( i f  we go t  on t h e  l i s t s )  f o r  awhi le .  

It was t h e  media t h a t  tu rned  the sod of . fea r  
and redes igned  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  frame work f o r  t h e  

d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  Green Paper  on immigrat ion.  I t  
'was t h e  media who a t tempted  t o  p l a c e  t h e  blame of 

t h e  massive urban renewal t h a t  was going on, a t  
t h e  t i p t o e i n g  f e e t  of non-white immigrants. When 
people a r e  f r i g h t e n e d  of  "making a  no ise" ,  o f  
" c r e a t i n g  a  disburbance",  of a s k i n g  f o r  b e t t e r  
wages, they a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  a t t a c k  i n  t h e  news- 
papers  a s  " i n g r a t e s  and " th ieves" .  , 

1973 saw t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  Gteen Paper on 
irrpnigration. Which was a  cross-country checkup 
on t h e  redness  o f  whi te -people ' s  necks and c o l l a r s .  
Coloured immigrants became t h e  guinea-pigs f o r  a  
n a t i o n a l  d i s c u s s i o n  on demography. A s  i f  we were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  people t o  t h e  200 
m i l e  b e l t  a long  t h e  US border .  The L i b e r a l s ,  a s  
i f  t o  commemorate o u r  arr i .va1,  a t t a c h e d  two bureau- 
c r a c i e s  t o g e t h e r  and c a l l e d  i t  Employment and I m m i -  
g r a t i o n .  Some of  us c a l l e d  i t  Unemployment and 
Depor ta t ion .  

Among t h e  many symbols used t o  f r i g h t e n  and manipu- 
l a t e  t h e  populace of  democrat ic  s t a t e s ,  few have 
been more impor tan t  than  " te r ror1 '  and " te r ror i sm" .  
These terms have g e n e r a l l y  been confined t o  t h e  use 
of v i o l e n c e  by i n d i v i d u a l s  and marginal  groups. Of- 
f i c i a l  v i o l e n c e  which is f a r  more e x t e n s i v e  i n  both 
s c a l e  and d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s ,  is p laced  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  
ca tegory  a l t o g e t h e r .  The usage has  n $ ) t h i n g  t o  do 
w i t h  j u s t i c e ,  c a u s a l  sequence,  o r  numbers abused. 
Whatever t h e  a c t u a l  'sequence of  cause and e f f e c t ,  
o f f i c i a l  v i o l e n c e  is d e s c r i b e d  a s  respons ive  o r  pro- 
voked ( " r e ~ a l i a t i o n " ,  " p r o t e c t i v e  react ibo",  e t c . )  

Toronto 

A b l a c k  man is s h o t  by t h e  p o l i c e .  The media spends- 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  copy devoted t o  s e l l i n g  t h e  "he probably 
deserved it1' school  of  apology and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  
which c o n s t i t u t e s  p l a y i n g  up t h e  man's "s trange" 
behaviour  (p ray ing  on t h e  r o o f ,  e t c . )  



South Afr ica  

The Media r e p o r t s  t h a t  g u e r r i l l a s  have blown up a 
s e r i e s  of  o i l  tanks i n  South Af r i ca .  My f r i e n d  is  
e l a t e d .  I want t o  be. I am too a f r a i d  of  t h e i r  mo- 
t i v e s .  lJhy is the media t e l l i n g  us these  chemical 
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a r e  gone? 

I t . .  . t h e  government was worried t h e  
t e r r o r i s t  campaign had en t e r ed  a 
new s tage"  

The above quote  is  taken from an a r t i c l e  i n  t he  
Tomm sm: 

SOUTH AFRICA'S GUERILLAS : YOWG,EAC,ER, 
SOVIET-TRAINED 

By the  fou r th  paragraph,  having descr ibed  t h e  ex- 
t e n t  and t he  content  of the explos ives  used, i t  
moves i n t o  pure cold (warm?) war r h e t o r i c :  

". . . i n t e l l i g e n c e  sources  r epo r t ed  i n f i l t r a t i o n  
was widespread and t he  i n su rgen t s  had t h r ee  
ob j ec t i ve s :  t o  c r e a t e  labour un re s t ;  t o  re-  
c r u i t  young b lacks  f o r  t r a i d i n g  and t o  commit 
a c t s  of urban te r ror i sm."  

' h e  a r t i c l e  then moves on t o  give a composite of the  
"average" t e r r o r i s t  t h a t  e l abo ra t e s  on the  headl ine .  

The problem wi th  t h e  a r t i c l e  is  t h a t  nowhere does i t  
mention a p o l i t i c a l  context  f o r  the  event .  I t  names 
names and p laces ,  and i t  provides a  cost-est imate of 
t h e  damage.. . bu t  i n  a  country where trade-union a c t i -  
v i t y  is banned, who i s  c r e a t i n g  "labour unrest"? And 
i n  c i t i e s  where apa r the id  zones people t o  a  va r t i cu -  
l a r  s t r i d e ,  dont t the a t r o c i t i e s  a l r eady  e x i s t ?  
Whose urban te r ror i sm? 

waybe these  news a r t i c I e s  a r e  n o t  f o r  me? Maybe I 
should look over my shoulder . .  . . 
Toronto, South Korea 

I n  h i s  May 16 column, the Toton20 Sun'b Lubor J. Zink 
c a l l s  f o r  a  "whole new global  concept" t o  be worked 
out .  H e  c a l l s  on members t o  r e a s s e r t  the i r ,a l . l eg iance  
to NATO. Meanwhile, a s  he speaks,  Seoul i s  e ruu t ino  
q u i e t l y .  Troops (peacefu l ,  no doubt) a r e  b a t t l i n g  
" r i o t i ng"  s t uden t s .  We a r e  n o t  t o l d  why they a r e  
r i o t i n g ,  j u s t  t h a t  t roops  a r e  "quell ing" the d i s tu r -  
bance. 

Are these  a r t i c l e s  j u s t  no t e s  t o  i nves to r s?  Maybe, 
as a f r i e n d  informs me, the  b e s t  coverage of fo r e ign  
news occurs i n  t h e  bus iness  pages. Haybe she ' s  r i g h t .  

Now t h a t  the  American media f i g u r e s  have succes s fu l l v  
rearranged t h e  f i f t i e s  i n t o  "Happy Dayst' and a l l  
those people a t  the  back of the  bus a r e n '  t a t  th6 
back of the  bus anymore (. . .because they've a l s o  cut  
p u b l i c  t r a n s i t )  they f i g u r e  they can go about  re- 
a s su r ing  the  American Century (which thev've always 
claimed a s  t h e i r s ,  j u s t  l i k e  they c a l l  t h e i r  f i n a l  
ba seba l l  games t he  "World Series") .  

One a spec t  of a s s e r t i n g  the  20th century a s  t h e i r s  
i s  t h a t  Americans must always. ue on a war foo t ing ,  
eve r  v i g i l a n t ,  t o  go rush ing  t o  save democracy from 
i t s e l f  i n  some o u t e r  mu l t i na t i ona l  ou tpos t ,  j u s t  i n  
case  t he  n a t i v e s  cons ider  t h e i r  resources  t h e i r  own. 

Growing up i n  the  USA i n  the  1950's I remembered 
s o  c l e a r l y  my obsess ive  f e a r  of  nuc l ea r  war.. . 
d r i l l s  i n  school ,  duck and cover under our  desks 
a t  the  sound of  the  s i r e n .  Even t h ~ n  I knew i t  
was a f a r c e  b u t  d i d n ' t  da r e  a r t i c u l a t e  it. A s  
long  a s  my desk might save me from f ry ing  un I 
wasn ' t  going to  tempt f a t e  by voic ing  my doubt..  

Sue O'Sull ivan 
Spare Rib--June 1980 

I n  t h i s  highly-informed s o c i e t y  of  o u r s ,  how was 
i t  pos s ib l e  f o r  the  Ku Klux Klan t o  come ac ros s  the 
Canadian border and s e t  up an o f f i c e  i n  t he  East  End 
of Toronto (where Chinese and Indian  people l i v e )  
and have the  newspaper and media (concerned, no doub't) 
b l a r e  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  hour-on-the-hour ac ros s  t he  c i t y !  
Where was o u r  MTP, OPP and R T ? ? ? ?  

Ihe type of  coverage of the .KKK, has  n o t  on ly  
provided a i d  t o  t h e i r  own organiz ing  e f f o r t s  bu t  a l s o  
ampl i f ied  t he  d ivers ionary  c r i e s  of r igh teousness  and 
he lp l e s snes s  by va r ious  segments of  the e s t a b l i s h -  
ment. ' h e  Attorney General of Ontario -- aggress ive  
defender of  po l i ce  a c t i o n  -- wrings h i s  hand and 
c r i e s ,  "Shame, Shame.. ." ( o r  "See, t he r e ' s  worse 
r a c i s t s  than me !) 

When a l i t t l e  g i r l  was k i l l e d  i n  Toronto i n  the  
sp r ing ,  t he  media f r i gh t ened  and harangued a vopu- 
l a t i o n ,  j u s t  ready to  come ou t  onto  the  s t r e e t s .  
biost r ape  and murder occurs  w i th in  the spa rk l i ng  
e l e c t r o n i c s  of t he  nuc lear  family! Does the  media 
d i s cus s  t h i s  foundry of d o c i l i t y  and i t s  "occasional"  
excesses?  

Why didn' t the Sun's  Editor-In-Chief P e t e r  
Worthington ask h i s  w i f e  Yvonne Cr i t tenden ,  p u b l i c  
Rela t ions  Of f i ce r  of  the Chi ldren ' s  Aid Socie ty  -- 
about  Child Abuse and i t s  o r i g i n s  ( i n t e r e s t i n g l y  
enough h e r  s i s t e r ,  Doro thea ,  i s  an O n t a r i o  Human 
Rights  Comis s ione r ) ,  before  he permit ted t he  po l i ce  
use of Sun boxes t o  d e t a i l  to  the  publ ic ,  t h e  com- 

p o s i t e  f ace  of  the pos s ib l e  ch i l d - r ap i s t ?  Was t h i s  
an a d v e r t i s i n g  prank? Did anyone answer when the man 
even tua l l y  a r r e s t e d  didn'  t look anything l i k e  t h e  
p o s t e r s ?  Ah. .  . bu t  t h a t  was dur ing  p o l i c e  budget 
time, and nobody c r i t i c i z e s  them then. 

Overt i nd iv idua l  racisni a s  opposed to  cove r t  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  racism i s  t h e  ~ e a p o n ~ b r a n d i s h e d  
and emphasized i n  the media. (A f r i e n d  l i k e n s  o v e r t  
racism t o  a doberman the  s t a t e  keeps i n  s t o r e  be- 
tween i t s  l e g s ;  which i t  sends o f f  t o  mangle when 
needed t o  i n s t i l l  f e a r . )  When QBC r ad io  c la r ioned  
through its s e r v i c e ,  t h a t  a  group of  "unident i f ied t '  
"East Indians t t  i n  Toronto 's  Eas t  End, had bea t  up on 
some "whites", "unprovoked", what did i t  hope t o  
i n s t i l l  i n  i t s  audience? And why d i d n ' t  they re -  
p o r t  t he  e a r l i e r  i n c i d e n t  where an Indian  ma* was 
beaten up? 

When the  Western Guard clashed wi th  t he  P C  
(M-L) a t  an an t i - rac ism r a l l y  a t  City H a l l ,  there-  
by d i v e r t i n g  media a t t e n t i o n  away from speakers  and 
s e rv ing  t o  t a g  such demonstrat ions a s  "violence- 
prone" -- did  anyone ask how come the  Po l i ce  a l -  
lowed t h e  Western Guard t o  d i s t r i b u t e  " i l l e g a l "  
r a c i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  the  f i r s t  p l ace?  

Their news is n o t  f o r  us. I th ink  r ad io ,  
TV, p r i n t i n g  p re s se s  a r e  f i n e  invent ions ,  b u t  
"Freedom of t he  P re s s  is f o r  those. who own one. 
We m u ' s t  f i n d  our  own voit-es..  . . 

The Abio.nadian - 1 3  



lntervlew with GEORGE YAMADA 

K k k a  is now i n  i t s  s e v e n t h  y e a r .  S t a r t i n g  o u t  
as a  magazine w i t h  a  domina t ing  J a p a n e s e  Canadian 
p e r s p e c t i v e  i t  has  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  reached o u t  t o  i n -  
c l u d e  a  v a s t  r ange  of i s s u e s  and a n  i m p r e s s i v e  l ist  
o f  c o n t r i b u t o r s .  

"Before  s t a r t i n g  t h e  magazine I s t u d i e d  t h e  
needs  f o r  a long  t ime.  Like any comm~inity t h e r e  a r e  
t h e  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  t h a t  a r e  i n d i f f e r e n t  and com- 
p l a c e n t , "  s a i d  p u b l i s h e r  George Yamada. "There a r e  
t h o s e  who f e e l  uncomfor tab le  w i t h  t h a t  s t a n c e .  The 
i d e a  was t o  g i v e  v o i c e  t o  t h a t  d i s s e n t . "  Over t h e  
y e a r s  Yamada's name h a s  become synonymous wi th  t h e  
magazine h e  founded i n  1973. 

"Rihka was o r i g i n a l l y  aimed l a r g e l y  a t  Japanese  
Canadians  b u t  I was a lways uncomfor tab le  w i t h  t h a t  
e x c l u s i v e n e s s  and f e l t  more a t  e a s e  when t h e  d i r e c -  
t i o n  was changed. 

"I t h i n k  most e t h n i c s  a r e  myopic i n  t h a t  they  
g e t  conce rned  w i t h  i s s u e s  o n l y  when t h e i r  group i s  
concerned .  I wish t h o s e  same p e o p l e  would g e t  con- 
c e r n e d  w i t h  o t h e r  i s s u e s .  Then I ' d , s a y ,  ' b e t t e r ' .  

"I t r y  t o  f i n d  themes common t o  a l l  e t h n i c s  s o  
t h a t  they  s e e  t h e i r  common s t r u g g l e .  My i n t e n t i o n  
is  e d u c a t i o n a l .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r each  t h o s e  poep le  who 
a r e  n o t  aware o f  c e r t a i n  i s s u e s  b u t  t h e r e  is a  na tu -  
r a l  s e l e c t i o n :  p e o p l e  l i k e  t h a t  won ' t  come a c r o s s  o r  
r e a d  t h e  magazine. How do you reach  t h o s e  p e o p l e ?  
I  t h i n k  you have t o  work a t  i t .  Maybe w i t h  humour. 
I wish  we had more humour i n  t h e  magazine." 

u k a  o p e r a t e s  w i t h o u t  government sub: idies .  
The paper  and p l a t e s  a r e  pa id  f o r  by s a l e s  bu t  a l l  
t h e  r e s t  is "a l a b o u r  of lev+," he s a y s  modes t ly .  

The range  o f  t o p i c s  covered by Rikha i s  enor-  
mous. I n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g roups  who have an  i n t e r e s t  
i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  work i n  t u r n  w i t h  George t o  
produce each  i s s u e .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t h e r e  have been 

i s s u e s  on Korea and t h e  b l a c k  community. For t h e  
f u t u r e ,  such themes a s  a l t e r n a t e  med ic ine ,  n a t i v e  
peop le  and t h e  p o l i c e  w i l l  be covered  i n  d e t a i l .  
The i s s u e  on immigrant  women i s  . j u s t  o u t .  But 
though a k k a  d o e s n ' t  have t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  a r t i c l e s  
i t  is  l a c k i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e  i t  needs .  
"I t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  e d i t o r  t o  proof  r e a d .  Normally 
I s e t ,  r e a d ,  c o r r e c t  and then  proof  a g a i n .  But i f  
I s e t  i t  and read i t  t w i c e  I c a n ' t  f i n d  t h e  e r r o r s .  
I h a v e n ' t  found peop le  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h i s .  
m k a  a l s o  needs  h e l p  i n  b u i l d i n g  up i t s  c i r c u l a -  
t i o n .  The j o u r n a l  is d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  s n a l l  o u t l e t s  
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Of t h e  approx imate ly  1000 
magazines  p r i n t e d  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  end up i n  O n t a r i o .  

"I g e t  more i n t e r e s t  f rom Americans and l e s s  
f rom Canadians  t h a n  you 'd  t h i n k .  I n  Canada, N i s e i  
s u f f e r  from a p a t h y  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
a t  l a r g e .  Many l i k e  t o  be  p e r c e i v e d  as mainst ream.  
I n  t h e  U.S. t h e y  a r e  more a l i v e  t o  i s s ~ e s , ~ e s p e c i a l -  
l y  s i n c e  t h e  Nixon e r a  and t h e  a n t i - w a r  movement. I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  main ly  because  o f  some o u t s t a n d i n g  
l eade r s - -  g r a s s  r o o t s  t y p e s  ." 

George does  s e e  some p o s i t i v e  changes  though.  
He h a s  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  a  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o d u c t i o n  c o u r s e  
a t  Ryerson f o r  p e o p l e  f rom d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  
communities.  The l e v e l  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  w a s  h i g h .  For  
t h e  f a r  f u t u r e  George can imagine %kkass c o n t e n t  
on t e l e v i s i o n .  For  t h e  n o t  s o  f a r  f u t u r e  h e  would 
l i k e  t o  expand from a  q u a r t e r l y  t o  a  magazine t h a t  
comes o u t  s i x  t i m e s  a  y e a r .  "The m a t e r i a l  is  t h e r e ,  
b u t  n o t  t h e  manpower. " 

Whatever form i t  t a k e s  R ikka ' s  s p i r i t  w i l l  con- 
t i n u e  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e .  George Yamada is ve ry  c e r -  
t a i n  o f  h i s  mot ives .  "The c a u s e s  of war can be -  
found i n  o u r  communit ies .  Everywhere we l i v e .  
T h e r e ' s  no p o i n t  t o  t r y  t o  do  someth ing  abou t  war 
once i t  b r e a k s  o u t .  I t ' s  t o o  l a t e  t h e n .  I ts impor- 
t a n t  t h e r e f o r e  t o  work t o  r endve  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  war 
i n  o u r  communities b e f o r e  i t  s t a r t s . "  

- Richard  Fung 



THEaNEW CANADIAN 

The New Canadian began pub l i ca t i on  i n  1939 a s  
an a l l  English newspaper. Nicknamed the  "voice of 
t he  n i s e i "  (second genera t ion  Japanese Canadians), 
i t  was t he  only newspaper pyb l i ca t i on  permit ted 
during World War 11, t he  o t h e r  t h r ee  main pub1 ica-  
t i o n s  having been suspended r i g h t  a f t e r  t he  bombing 
of P e a r l  Harbour. A l l  a r t i c l e s  published i n  The 
N U  Canadian during t he  war yea r s ,  inc luding  t rans-  
l a t i o n s  from Japanese, were sub j ec t  t o  s t r i c t  cen- 
sorsh ip .  Cr i t ic i sm of government po l i cy  was natu- 
r a l l y  a l s o  forbidden,  meaning t h a t  a l a r g e  percen- 
tage of l e t t e r s  t o  the  e d i t o r  could n o t  be p r in t ed .  
The Canadian government a l s o  used t h i s  newspaper t o  
t ransmi t  o rde r s  from the  B.C. Secu r i t y  Commission 
t o  t he  Japanese Canadian populat ion.  

The cu r r en t  e d i t o r ,  Ken .&ri, h a s  been with t he  
newspaper s i n c e  1947. He s e e s - t h e  newspaper a s  
changing i n  r ecen t  years  t o  addressing t he  needs of 
the  new immigrants i n  t he  Japanese s ec t i on  and the  
s a n s e i  ( t h i r d  genera t ion)  i n  the  English s ec t i on .  
News about Canada is s t r e s s e d  over t h a t  of Japan. 
By t r a n s l a t i n g  Canadian news i n t o  Japanese  and bv 
informing new immigrants about  f r e e  s e rv i ce s  and 
l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  t he  Ne.w Canadian s e e s  one of  i t s  main 
aims a s  a s s i s t i n g  the  a s s i m i l a t i o n  of the  Japanese 
immigrant i n t o  Canadian soc i e ty .  

The New Canadian is published n a t i o n a l l y  and twice 
weekly. The New Canadian, 479 Queen's t. W . ,  Toron- 
, t o ,  Ontqrio M5V 2A9. Telephone: 366-5005. Member 
of  t he  Ethnic  Press  Associat ion of Ontario and 
Canada. 

THE CONTINENTAL TIMES 
The s t a f f  of t he  Continental  Ti-)) - 1 ~ 2 7 .  

A newspaper i n  pub l i ca t i on  s i n c e  1907, The 
ConLLnenM Txntc5 see s  i t s  main func t ion  a s  pro- 
v id ing  a news s e r v i c e  t o  Japanese i n  Canada, par- 
t i c u l a r l y  to  tilose f o r  whom English is a second 
language. Edicor of t en  years ,  Harry Taba admits 
t h a t  i t  i s  imp,ss ib le  t o  compete wi th  English 
newspapers and o th? r  news media i n  Canada. He s ee s  
a g r ea tg r  s h i f t  ir; the  f u t u r e  towards meeting the 
needs,  of the  growing populat ion of  new Japanese 
immigrants to  Canada. A s  one of only t h r ee  news- 
papers published i.11 Canada wi th  a Japanese language 
s ec t i on ,  The C a ~ R l n c n M  T h e b  br ings  news about 
both Canada and Japan. Taba a l s o  s e e s  h i s  news- 
paper a s  he lp ing  t:) h r i dge  t he  gap between the  
newer and o l d e r  inunigrants through a r t i c l e s  about  
both cu l t u r e s .  Class i fy ing  The Con2inenfa.l T ~ W A  
a s  a "middle of the  road" newspaper, Taba nonethe- 
l e s s  perce ives  h i s  newspaper a s  one means of com- 
ba t i ng  racism, fol lowing t h e  anti-W5 movement i n  
s e v e r a l  columns. 

The C o n 2 i n e n M  T i m u  i s  published n a t i o n a l l y  and . . .. 
twice weekly. The Cont inenta l  Times, 417 Dundas 
s t r e e t  West, Toronto, Ontario.  Telephone : 366-1888 - 
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Th&n i . 5  irrz c x c e ~ o t  @om a long nhorrt'n.torry i n  
,*~~oghe48. 5;i0. $ ~ h y  LA a 'L004e &pooh 60th 0 6  &e 
htickey Sp,iL;.:~ii?~. qcwnc! 06 de&c.tive noweb and 0 6  
. h e  4te.t4irt5::~-, 0 6  ikbiai-zA pnevdenZ i n  the  Chaheie 
t'han and / M I L ,  'Ic.:.tct!r gcrihe 06 darn. 

In -til:.n c:r,b;, S ~ T  Supedo and Chuck Chan jo in  
ioxcen .1-( inPi:c ri ,el:,ie.cs 06 tz.i&appingcs invoLving 
Anian Cccv~adii?:; ctcrn?.:. AX f i e  ppin.t .tkin excehpt 
tjeginn S:;I:~ !rr 2 ('I: LLP.;: m e  het.ting o u t  i n  @iendey 
compefiLi::i~ 2.. c ~ f i e i ~  .the case. 

Out ,-TI L!.., .strec?t we p a r t e d  company and promised 
t o  keep In t - : -ch or: t h i s  c a s e .  Chuck l o o k e d  r a t h e r  
c o n f i d e n t  <:?rr7l!ny, down H a s t i n g s ,  as i f  h e  were 
t h i n k i n g  :tp ;I nix r i f f  on h i s  b a s s .  I d i d n ' t  have  
time t o  wi.ni i i .r  d :a i  he was up t o ;  t h e r e  w e r e  L i l y  
K;ldols fr:er.,.rs arrd f a m i l y ,  DuSty's Di sco  and  t h e  
I d e s  of K j r c n .  I had f o r t y - s e v e n  h o u r s  and f i f t y  
minu tes  t c .  corn._ 1:p wi th  t h e  answers .  

Dusty ' 5  w;i.;':?n' t open till l a t e r  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  
s o  I hopped :.. I:us i i r ~ t  t o  K e r r i s d a l e  t o  v i s i t  Gordon 
Kudo, Lil ' : jfs f?rl;rr  and an  o l d  f r i e n d  of mine. 3240 
:Slarpole COI.':' r : ~ l l  have been  t h e  Nor th  P o l e .  There  
was somethiny, <:hi:l!~j i n  t h e  air. The neighbourhood 
was a n a l l y  r - j , c n  o1n t h e  s u t f a c e  b u t  you knew i t  
- ,  ,.. ;s % see t l~ in ; :  . r? i1.i . I n t r i g u e s  and c o n s p i r a c i e s  helow.:' 

S m e  o f  t h e  :io;:-,t c r i m i n a l s  c o u l d  be t r a c e d  back t o  
aF:-!*;ed ch i ldhood?  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h o s e  b l a n d  l o o k i n g  
u: i t l e v e l s .  i:ordcm h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  l i v e  among t h e  
h a k ! ~ j i n  t o  -;how ::ow l i b e r a l  h e  was. I used t o  k i d  
hi;:. a b o u t  i t  k c f o r e  we were a l l  f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  among 
them . 

- I leaned on t h e  buzze r  and admired t h e  met icu-  
l o u s  c a r e  exlr ressed i n  t h e  garden.  'Ihe w h i t e  peb- 
b i e d  b o r d e r  a n  t!re unusua l  r o c k  f o r m a t i o n s  a l o n g  
the  i n n e r  wolkcvaq. were a l l  i n  p r a i s e  o f  t h e  Japanese  
garden.  Gordon ;-ev;.r had t i m e  f o r  t h a t  k i n d  of work 
h i m s e l f ,  b u t  kc: ~:howed t a s t e  i n  whom h e  h i r e d .  

" W r .  Supedo, come i n  p l e a s e , "  h i s  w i f e ' s  w o r r i e d  
voice dye-:  me i n .  

' R c l : . ,  i s  Gordon i n ?  I j u s t  dropped by t o  a s k  
hl'm a ia; ;  i j ues t ions . "  

Em.  :;udo was a b e a u t i f ,  ; matron w i t h  r e f i n e d  
f e a t u i c s  r l ~ a t  spoke o f  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  u ~ b r i n g i n .  

She i t:!<! :., g r a c e  t h a t  o t h e r  women e n v i e d .  Rut  t h e r e  
were Li!;:<.:. i n  h e r  f a c e  I ' d  n e v e r  seen b e f o r e .  A 
gauze c i i  :;ain and f a t i g u e  v e i l e d  h e r  e y e s  and I 
lookcri. ~ , , , . l .y ' to  g r a n t  h e r  r e s p i t e  from !:he need  t o  
appaa-r. , I ; ?  g r a c i o u s  h o s t e s s .  

I '-:tr...!d n e v e r  f i g u r e  how Gordo~! h<!< a e r s u a d e d  
h e r  tc m,~:-ry him. H e  was such a  pcngl-i:. . waddl ing  
around : r :  d a r k  s u i t s  and w h i t e  s h i r , r C .  ' ' ~ 2  had a 
s e n s e  o <  il!lmour- t h a t  b e l i e d  h i s  appi:arscic.c and h e  
was cl.ev.ti- w i t h  words ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' c  i .  l i e v e  s h e ' d  
f a l l e n  I_; him. I t  had been t h e  sc,iid>i of t h e  com- 
muni t y  i;.ic!., he  s t o l e  h e r  h e a r t  r i g h t  o ~ i ~ .  from under  
t h e  .?ifit: h i s  a r c h  r i v a l  Somoto. ;~.:ri:.o was a  hu- 
s p y  and Ji:<ndsome c h a r a c t e r  b u t  a  b ~ . - .  ~ : d  a  s t i c k l e r  
f o r  thc .!r,panese way o f  do ing  t h i n g ;  Gordon and I 
had be,.?, ; a b e l l e d  t h e  new wave n i s e i . : .  t h e  o n e s  al- 
ways b redk ing  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  game. 

That  had  been  t v e n t y  y e a r s  ago .I ordon  and I 
had gone o u r  own ways. He had s e t  ' , s  . I f  up i n  t h e  
f l o u r i s h i n g  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  and I har underground 
i n t o  t h e  dens  o f  t h i e v e s ,  con a r t i  r 1  k idnap-  
p e r s .  

When I e n t e r e d  t h e  l i v i n g  room 1 "1 .5  s u r p r i s e d .  
Gordon was slumped i n  a couch w i t h  a naggard  l o o k  on 
h i s  f a c e .  He was d r a i n e d  o f  h i s  u s u a l  v i g o u r .  Op- 
p o s i t e  him was a  f l a s h y  young woman pe rched  on a 
c h a i r .  I t  was a  s c e n e  t h a t  u n s e t t l e d  my i n s i d e s .  

"Have a  s e a t  Sam," Gordon looked  up a t  me t i r e -  
d l y ,  "This i s  Nancy Wing, a r c p o r t e r  from t h e  Sun. 
She t h i n k s  f o u l  p l a y  i s  i n v o l v e d . "  
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"Ah, M r .  Supedo!" she ro se  t o  shake hands, "I 've 
been looking forward t o  meeting you. You're the  
t a l k  of the  r e p o r t e r s  pool." 

She was unusually t a l l  f o r  a Chinese g i r l  and 
stood every inch of  h e r  he igh t .  She wore a t rendy 
tweed j acke t  over baggy pants .  With h e r  evenly 
moulded f ace  she  could have been a fash ion  p l a t e  
r a t h e r  than a r epo r t e r .  I didn'  t t r u s t  b e a u t i f u l  
broads to  begin w i th  and I d i d n ' t  recognize h e r  name 
though I knew most of  t he  Sun r e p o r t e r s  That p u t  
me on my guard. 

"The p l ea su re  is  mine," I coughed, "How i s  Paddy 
F i e l d s  t he se  days,,  s t i l l  running the  hockey pool f o r  
the boys?" 

"Oh he  l e f t  a few weeks ago. He got  a promotion 
t o  the  c i t y  desk f o r  the  Paovince so  now h e ' s  a c r o s s  
the  h a l l , "  she  re turned  my se rve  without  a f l i c k e r  of 
doub t . 

"Well, good t o  hea r , "  I feigned s u r p r i s e ,  "'Ihen 
you must be  new?" 

"Yes, I j u s t  graduated from journalism a t  U.B.C. 
I used t o  w r i t e  f o r  the  campus paper." 

"9 yes ,  the  s tepping  s tone  t o  the  Sun, I' I 
chuckled. 

She seemed c lean .  I made a mental  no-te to  have 
my j un io r  p a r t n e r  Tony check h e r  ou t .  I t  never pa id  
to  ge t  c a r e l e s s .  I s a t  down bes ide  Gordon and of-  
f e r ed  my condolences be fo re  going over my ques t i ons .  

"When d id  you r e a l i z e  L i l y  was missing?" 
"Yesterday we began t o  worry , I 1  

'%hen d i d  you l a s t  s ee  her?" 
" lhree  days ago." 
'you l a s t  saw h e r  t h r ee  days ago and you d i d n ' t  

think anything was wrong untTl yesterday?" 
"Well t h e  s a n s e i  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  . . . I mean they 

s o c i a l i z e  more wi th  h a k u j i n  f r i ends . .  . sometimes she 
went on s h o r t  t r i p s .  " 

"Times have changed," >the young woman i n t e r -  
jec ted .  

"So i t  seems," I g l a r ed  a t  he r .  I was i n  no 
mood t o  dea l  d e l i c a t e l y  with a smart  a s s  broad b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  Grant t o  upset  Gordon any more than  necessary.  

"Do you have a r e c e n t  photograph of  ~ i l y ? "  
"Yes," h i s  wi fe  answered, "You can have t h a t  one 

on the  mantle. She was such a s t ud ious  g i r l  u n t i l  
she  began hanging around with those f r a t e r n i t y  boys. 
lhen she  s t a r t e d  s t ay ing  o u t  l a t e .  When we asked 
h e r  about i t  she 'd  j u s t  g e t  angry ." 

"F ra t e rn i t y  boys?" I i n t e r r u p t e d  h e r ,  "Were they 
the  ones on the  l i s t  of names you gave me?" 

"A couple of them," Gordon whispered. 
"How d i d  you know they belonged to  a f r a t e r -  

n i t y?"  
"Oh, they have t h i s  f r a t  p i n ,  Phi  Beta Gamma, 

' ' that was i n  h e r  bedroom," Nancy Wing answered eager- 
l y .  

I cringed a t  the  thought of  having t h i s  eager 
beaver s t r i n g e r  looking over my shoulder .  

"Very good Nancy.. . now why don' t we l e t  M r .  and 
Mrs. Kudo answer the  ques t i ons  . " 

She leaned back i n  h e r  c h a i r  and pouted,  he r  
l i p s  f l e x i n g  rhythmical ly.  She grabbed h e r  pen and 
pad and pretended she  was s tudying  h e r  no t e s .  I 
f e l t  a twinge of  d e s i r e  b u t  p u t  t h a t  spark  o u t .  She 
was a d i s t r a c t i o n  which was dangerous i n  t h i s  game. 
I had a l r eady  allowed h e r  to  s p l i t  my concent ra t ion .  

"Lily began t o  s e e  these  Phi  Del ta  Gee boys?" 
"No, i t  was Phi  Gamma Beta boys I th ink ,"  

Gordon r e p l i e d .  
"No, n o t  them, i t  was the  Phi  Beta Gamma boys," 

Nancy i n s i s t e d .  

"Whatever," I shrugged o f f  h e r  co r r ec t i on .  One 
was a s  bad a s  anot5er  and they were a l l  Greek t o  me. 

"Have you t o l d  t he  po l i ce  a l l  t h i s ? "  
"Yes, they ' s a i d  they'  d check the  f r a t e r n i t y .  " 

"Who were the  o f f i c e r s ? "  
"A Captain Peabody and a Sargeant  ~ ' F o l l e y , "  

he muttered. 
It wasn ' t l i k e  Gordon t o  whisper o r  mutter .  

This kidnapping was t ak ing  him under. I knew t h e  
nex t  fo r ty - s ix  hours  would be  t o r t u r e  f o r  him. As 
f o r  t he  Captain and OIFol ley ,  I was s u r e  they'd bun- 
g l e  t h e i r  way i n  the  wrong d i r e c t i o n .  

"Okay," I reassured  Gordon and h i s  wi fe ,  "1'11 
g e t  on t he  case.  I ' m  s u r e  the  t r a i l  is  st i l l  warm." 

Mrs. Kudo went o u t  and re turned  wi th  a t r a y  of 
ocha and denbe. The b i g  r i c e  c r acke r s  wrapped i n  
d r i e d  seaweed were my f avou r i t e  snacks,  a f t e r  sweet 
and sour  chips.  I excused myself u n t i l  they per- 
suaded me t h a t  t he  snacks were an important  ge s tu r e  
of h o s p i t a l i t y .  Over ocha Mrs. Kudo dropped a bomb 
t h a t  caused me t o  s p i l l  my t e a  and choke on a p i ece  
of  senbe. 

"And L i l y  was supposed t o  go on an exchange t r i p  
t o  Japan on the  f i f t e e n t h , "  she  lamented. 

"Is t h e r e  anything wrong M r .  Supedo?" Nancy ' - 
asked, p a t t i n g  me on the  back a s  I coughed up b i t s  
of  aenbe. 

"Nothing k id . .  . Agghh.. . i t ' s  'nothing,"  I sp lu t -  
t e r ed .  Mrs. Kudo quickly  handed me a Kleenex. 

"Aghh ... Well I... Aghh ... should shove o f f , "  I 
s a i d  and s t a r t e d  f o r  the  f r o n t  door. 

"I was about t o  leave  too," t he  k i d  tossed  ou t .  
I t r i e d  t o  ignore  t h e  ove r tu r e  b u t  t h a t  didn'  t 

work w i th  her .  
"Can I give  you a l i f t ?  I ' m  going downtown too ," 

she  tapped me on t he  shoulder .  
"How do you know I don ' t  have wheels?" I stopped 

h e r  a t  the  door. 
" I ' m  a r e p o r t e r ,  remember. I ' m  supposed t o  ge t  

the  scoop and you ' re  p a r t  of i t ," she smiled back. 
Then she glanced a t  h e r  watch and s a i d ,  "It's f i v e  
o 'c lock .  Why don ' t  we have d inner  toge ther .  1 've  
g o t  a l o t  of i dea s  about t h i s  case  I ' d  l i k e  t o  d is -  
cuss  with you." 

I groaned i n s i d e  a s  I stepped outs ide .  I was 
too broke f o r  a r e s t a u r a n t  and pu t t i ng  up wi th  t h i s  
dizzy broad wasn' t  my idea  of bus iness  o r  p leasure .  

" I ' m  a busy guy. .. I ' v e  go t  t o  t r ack  down these  

l e a d s  be fo re  they t u rn  cold." 
"One of them a l ready  has .  Johnny Rich was found 

washed up on K i t s  beach t h i s  a f te rnoon.  They say h e  
drowned, b u t  I ' d  guess n o t  o f  h i s  own i n t e n t .  The 
autopsy w i l l  be  o u t  i n  a few days," the  k i d  read 

from h e r  pad. 
" lhese guys p lay  rough eh? Sure you ' re  n o t  a f r a i d  

t o  be seen wi th  a c h a r a c t e r  l i k e  me? I could s ee  
the  Sun head l ine s ,  "J-TaJN DICK FOUND WASHED ITp ON 
SEACH. " 

I 1  1 I m n o t  a f r a id . .  . they wouldn't touch a r e p o r t e r  

would they?" she  wondered. The l a s t  two words hung 
lamely i n  the  a i r  wa i t i ng  f o r  me t o  rescue them. 

"Not usua l ly . .  . j u s t  f l a s h  your p r e s s  card a t  
them." I played with h e r  f e a r s ,  "Of course the  west- 
s i d e  mob had taken o u t  a few r e p o r t e r s  f o r  exposing 
t he  West Broadway p ro t ec t i on  r acke t s .  I' 

"It doesn ' t  ma t t e r . ,  . t h i s  i s s u e  g e t s  me r i g h t  
h e r e  I l i v e ,  I f  Asian women a r e n ' t  s a f e ,  then 1 ' m  
n o t  s a f e , "  she  s t a t e d .  

'You're okay k id , "  I o f f e r ed  h e r  a Ce r t s  a s  we 
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walked ou t  of t he  secluded garden. 
She d i r ec t ed  me t o  a  brand new red  and whi te  MIIS- 

tang. I was on guard again because cdb r e p o r t e r s  
d i d n ' t  make t h a t  k ind  of  dough. I wondered i f  I was 
being taken f o r  a  r i d e .  

"Look k id .  1 've  g o t  a  mi l l i on  t h ings  t o  do, may- 
be another  day, eh," I stepped away from the  c a r .  

"wait ,  I don ' t  b i t e . .  . look i n  the h c k  s e a t . .  . 
see  anybody you recognize?" She h a l f  ~ i ~ ~ l e d ,  ' ' I a ~ k . ~  
I ' m  c lean.  . . no s o c i a l  d i s ea se s .  " 

I couldn ' t  s tand he r  smart a s s  a t t i t u d e  b u t  t h e  
car  looked innocent  enough. I was ready t o  accept  
the r i d e  only .  The d inner  was o u t  un l e s s  we made i t  
s h o r t  and sweet a t  a  wonton house. I considered fak- 
i ng  a l o s t  a p p e t i t e  and then swore a t  t he  games she  
was p u t t i n g  me through. I d i d n ' t  have time f o r  
broads with ha l f  baked ideas .  I had for ty- three  
hours  t o  come up with a r i n g  of kidnappers and k i l -  
l e r s .  When I go t  i n  r e l u c t a n t l y ,  she  r e w e d  up t he  
engine and we sped o f f .  

"Mr. Supedo.. . can I c a l l  you Sam?" 
"Sure.. . . . a l l  t he  k i d s  do. I' 

"okay Sam, l e t  me make you an o f f e r . "  
I braced myself f o r  t h e  dea l .  she was too  good 

t o  be t r ue .  The f a n c i e r  t h e  f r o n t ,  t he  more t rea-  
cherous t he  backside. I swore aga in  and glanced 
i n t o  the  mir ror  t o  check i f  we were being followed. 

"Shoot k id .  . . " 
"could we cu t  t he  k i d  s t u f f . .  . I can take  c a r e  

of  myself, am o l d  enough t o  dr ink ,  vo t e  and have 
sex. . .  so I would app rec i a t e  being c a l l e d  Nancy." 

"Sure k id . . .  I mean Nancy. When'you g e t  a s  o ld  , 
a s  I am you s t a r t  c a l l i n g  everyone kid." 

'you can'  t be more than f i f t y , "  she chided me. 
I d i d n ' t  answer. Some r e p o r t e r  she was. She 

cou ldn ' t  even guess my age w i th in  f i v e  years .  I 
had c u l t i v a t e d  a rumpled and worn o u t  image b u t  t o  
be c a l l e d  f i f t y  when I was, n o t  f o r ty - th r ee  was a 
low blow. 

'you were about  t o  make me an o f f e r ? "  
"Oh yes ,  how about  d inner  a t  my p lace .  I j u s t  

happen to  have a f i n e  cu r r i ed  stew and p len ty  of 
vege t ab l e s  f o r  a  s a l ad .  I ' m  i n  the West End s o  it 
won't be f a r  o u t  of the  way." 

"I don ' t  have much time t o  s o c i a l i z e , "  I he ld  
h e r  o f f  to  weigh the  dangers involved.  I s ' t ~ d i e d  
h e r  l i k e  a  p i ece  of cheese i n  a  mousetrap and de- 
cided t o  go f o r  t h e  d inner  and t he  danger. 

" I 've  got  t o  make a few c a l l s  r i g h t  away. Where 
do you l i v e  and what ' s  t h e  phone number ?I' 

"Tbelve twenty-two, s u i t e  two oh one. The num- 
b e r ' s  s i x  e i g h t  n ine ,  two th r ee ,  twu t h r e e .  Would 
you l i k e  my s o c i a l  insurance  number too  ?"  

I ' ignored t h e  cheap s h o t  and ~ o t  h e r  t o  s t op  at 
, a phone booth. Her information checked ou t  

aga in s t  t h a t  l ist i n  t he  whi te  pages. I c a l l e d  
Tony and t o l d  him t o  check h e r  c r e d e n t i a l s  o u t  and 
then s t ake  ou t  h e r  p l ace  while we dined. When I re-  
turned t o  t h e  ca r  she  stepped on t he  gas  and we t o r e  
o f f  i n t o  the  sunse t .  

She was a s  p leased  a s  punch t o  have a c e l e b r i t y  
over f o r  d inner .  A l l  t h e  way the re  she  kep t  jabbe- 
r i n g  about  r e a l i z i n g  I had t o  be c a r e f u l  and about  
how she  followed my cases.  She knew about  my o f f i c e  
i n  the  Sunset Building,  my h a b i t  of car ry ing  Ce r t s  
and the  f a c t  t h a t  I c a l l e d  my h a t  Charl ie .  The more 
she t a lked ,  the  more uncomfortable I got .  I f  some 
twerp of  a  s t r i n g e r  could ga the r  t h a t  much infonna- 
t i o n  on me, then a heavy duty r i n g  probably had a 
dos s i e r  a  f o o t  t h i ck  .on t he  way I brushed my t e e t h .  

This broad changed moods too e a s i l y  and was a 

b i t  snarky f o r  my l i k i n g .  She jumped o u t  'of my 
background and i n t o  h e r  own theo r i e s  on the ld isav-  
pear ing  women. Her ques t ioning  of the  nieghbours 
had proven f r u i t l e s s ,  L i l y ' s  hakui in  f r i e n d s  were 
p lay ing  dumb and Johnny Rich was dead. The l a s t  
few s t r a n d s  were i n  my hands; t he  Phi  Be l t a  Gee 
connection,  the  c i r c u s  r i n g  of  cha rac t e r s  I ' d  run 
i n t o  a l ready ,  Dusty 's  Disco and t he  Ide s  o f  March. 
The k i d  suspected a conspiracy which made me chuc- 
k l e .  

"Well he r e  we a r e ,  would you l i k e  t o  check o u t  
t he  c l o s e t  ? "  she  o f f e r e d ,  "I won't be offended.  I 
mean It i s n ' t  very o f t e n  I hase  a renowned p r i v a t e  
eye case my j o i n t . .  . You can f r i s k  me too." 

"Cut t h e  jabber  k id , "  I du l l ed  t he  edge of h e r  
cu te  remarks. 

"Try Nancy.. . o r  how about babe." 
"Okay, c u t  t he  jabber  babe.. . a r e  we going t o  

e a t  o r  j u s t  wh i s t l e  a l l  n i g h t  ?I' I c i r c l e d  t he  
apartment and dropped i n t o  a cha i r  i n  the  corner .  

"We e a t . . .  bu t  we both cook ... I ' l l  h e a t  up the  
stew and you can t o s s  the  s a l ad  .I' 

A s  I stepped over to  t he  f r i d g e  I glanced ou t  
t h e  window and saw Tony h id ing  by a t r e e  down on t h e  
street. The f r t d g e  was f u l l  o f  1i.m~ vegetables ,  
h a l f  of which I tossed  ou t  i n s t ead  of i n t o  the  sa- 
l a d  bowl. 

- 
"You're a  r e a l  housekeeper." 
"I don ' t  g e t ' p a i d  to  keep house,", she counte- 

red .  
'I I I 11 remember t h a t  nex t  time you i n v i t e  me t o  

d inner .  " 
"Sam.. . t h e r e ' s  a  guy o h t s i d e  on the  s t r e e t  wa- . 

t ch ing  t h i s  p lace . .  . oops.. . a second guy j u s t  pop- 
ped t he  f i r s t  guy on t he  head," t he  k i d  ch i rped .  

I was over a t  the  window i n  a f l a s h .  A r ac ing  
green Austin pu l l ed  up and Tony was unceremoniously 
dunped i n t o  i t  by t he  sour  puss bear  I ' d  run i n t o  
e a r l i e r .  

"Jesus, Tony ! " 
'You know them ? "  
"One is  my p a r t n e r  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  t i e d  t o  t h e  

kidnapping r ing."  
"You mean my conspiracy theory i s  r i g h t  ?" she 

was pes t e r i ng  me aga in .  
It was too l a t e  t o  give chase. My only  hope was 

knowing I was h o t  because they were s t ay ing  c lo se  to  
me. I wondered whether tak ing  o f f  wi th  Tony was 
another  gambit t o  l u r e  me i n  to  a  t r ap .  Then I won- 
dered whether Nancy Wing, cub r e p o r t e r ,  was i n  on - 
the  game. She was t he  only one who knew about  our  



dinner date  o ther  than Tony. And Tony was the one 
who could have blown he r  cover s tory .  

' m a t  a re  you going t o  do ?" she quizzed me. 
She was probably dying to  know. 
"Have some stew.. ." I played the scene as  cool 

a s  iced t ea  on a hot day. 
"You're no t  worried about your par tner  ?" she . 

wondered and then s a t  down a t  the t ab le  imi ta t ing my 
composure. 

I took the French and waited f o r  her  to begin 
eat ing.  I ' d  seen too many druggihg scenes to be ta- 
ken so eas i ly .  

"Mnmmn, the stew i s  del ic ious  i f  I do say so my- 
s e l f , "  she t a s t ed  the salad and reached across the 

'Want company ?" 
"NO t yours. I' 

"You mean I g e t  to  s t a y  home and do the dishes !" . 
"That's your business ." 
"Very funny.. . I 've  got my own plans anyway," 

she pouted. 
I wiped my mouth, got up, grabbed a a r l i e  and my 

coat and walked over to the door. . 
11 I I d advise you , to  keep a low p r o f i l e  i n  t h i s  

case kid .  The broad t h a t  s t i c k s  ou t  ge t s  hamered 
i n  t h i s  business ." 

table to  s i p  a spoonful of stew from my bowl. 
"Now Sammy, e a t  your dinner before i t  ge t s  , 

Rick Shiomi h an a b p h i n g  dandei vlhiteh now &wing 
cold. " i n  V a n ~ u V e h .  He d i w i b  ki6 f ime  among uvLiting, 

community pho jec f i  and looking  OR wohk. He UXU an "I was j u s t  thinking," I mumbled and dug i n t o  
the food. e d i t o h  0 6  ,the hecent pubf ica f ion  ?Ihe Inal ienable  

"You should re l ax  dope times ." Rice and h a  had kib ~ h o &  AA%RY "Akemi" p u b u h e d  
"I got business to a t tend to .I1 i n  Time Capsule, a New Yohh magazine. 

by Maryka Omatsu 
On March 13, 1980, the Canadian Human Rights 

Commission (Canadian HRC) accepted a complaint from 
E.D. Wong, vice-president of the Asian Canadian . 
Association f o r  Cultural Co-operation i n  Vancouver, 
B.C. Wong alleged t h a t  CTV's  weekly newsmagazine, 
W-5, had discr iq inated agains t  persons of Chinese , 

or ig in ,  i n  i t s  now famous September 30, 1979 pro- . 
grame  en t i t l e d  "Campus ~iveaway" . 

In  accepting ~ o n g  ' s complaint, the Commission 
was venturing i n t o  uncharted waters. Human r i g h t s  
l eg i s l a t ion  i n  t h i s  country s tops  shor t  of pennit- 
t ing human r i g h t s  commissions from censoring media 
CO&nt. As a matter of f a c t ,  the Wong complaint 
was accepted under Section 5 (b) of the Canadian Hu- 
man Rights Act (CHR Act) which p roh ib i t s  "adverse 
di f ferent ia t ion"  i n  the "provision of services cus- 
tomarily avai lable  to  the general public.  " In  draf - 
t ing human r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  Parliament c lear ly  
intended t o  leave the regulation of the broadcasting 
industry t o  the Canadian Radio-Television Commission 

~(CRTC). Recently, the CRTC acted on a complaint 
agains t  a B.C. newsbroadcast i n  which the news-read- 
e r  referred to  a Sikh a s  a 'raghead'. Both the 
reader and the sc r ip twr i t e r  were disc ipl ined f o r  
"abuse of comment". 

Previously, tninori t i e s  who f e l t  t h a t  the media 
was r a c i s t  had recourse to  three avenues : (1) a li- 
be l  and slander ac t ion which would require  t h a t  the 
minority prove t h a t  i t  suffered damages and t h a t  the 
media knowingly and maliciously i n  tended to cause 
harm t o  the r a c i a l  group; (2) a criminal charge 
which would require the consent of the Attorney- 
General of the Province tha t  the "racis ts"  were ad- 
vocating genocide; and/or (3) a complaint to  the 
CRTC which would have to be f i l e d  within 30 days of 
the broadcast . 

The l e g i s l a t o r s  were attempting to  p ro tec t  
freedom of speech i n  the hopes t h a t  a responsible 

media could pol ice  i t s e l f .  On c i v i l  l i b e r t a r i a n  
grounds, human r i g h t s  commissions were a l s o  loathe  
to en te r  i n t o  the censorship area. Yet paradoxi- 
ca l ly ,  each province has a censorship board. I n  On- 

t a r i o ,  the censorship board is  es tabl ished pursuant 
to  "The Theatres Act", and i s  empowered to "cepsor 
any film.. . t ha t  it does no t  approve of f o r  exhibi r  - 
tion". In te res t ing ly  enough, the Ontario legisla '  
t ion does n o t  s p e l l  ou t  what 'areas  dhould be k v e d  
from public view. The Board however, seems to  f e e l  
t h a t  public morality i s  offended by the showing of 
human gen i t a l i a  and scenes of sexual intercourse,  
but  t h a t  the publ ic  is no t  offended by movies t h a t  
promote female hat red,  racism o r  misanthropy. How- 
ever,  the be l i e f  t h a t  minor i t ies  and women should be 
proFec ted from media presentation t h a t  fos te r s  ra- 
c i s t  and s e x i s t  ideology seems t o  be gaining publ ic  
support. 

Although there is  no disagreement on the point  
t h a t  a fundamental underpinning of our democratic 
socie ty  i s  the r i g h t  t o  freedom of speech; there is  
a l s o  t\e acknowledgment t h a t  of necess i ty  there a r e  
l imi ta t ions  on t h i s  freedom. These r e s t r i c t i o n s  a re  
designed to  prevent malignment and in jury  to indivi-  
duals and groups. These r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  seen to  be 
of a greater  s o c i e t a l  value than a blanket freedom 
to  say whatever you think regardless  of i ts  t ru th  o r  
f a l s i t y .  

Accordingly, the success of the campaign 
agains t  the W-5 programme must be seen i n  t h i s  l i g h t  
and as  a s t ep  towards a demand by minor i t ies  f o r  me- 
dia  r e spons ib i l i ty .  

Maryka Omatsu ( M . A . ,  L L . 8 . )  i~ a T o m n a  tov.Ll 
high& lawyeh and Acting D h e c t o h  ob t h e  Canadian 
Hwnan R ighf i  Conmribdion, Orttahio Region. 
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by Jamshed Mavalwala 
'Ihis p a s t  yea r  ha s  c l e a r l y  demonstrated t h a t  

whi le  the  den ig ra t i on  of some of  our  peoples of  Ca- 
nada st i l l  spo rad i ca l l y  cont inues ,  the voice  of the  

. major i ty  i s  the  voice  of moderation and the  genera l  
mood i s  t h a t  we a r e  a l l  Caradians, wi th  equal  r i g h t s  
and equal  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  ~ o u n d  toge ther  t o  work 
towards a f u t u r e  where e r r o r s  w i l l  be de tec ted  be- 
f o r e  they have done damage t o  the  d e l i c a t e  f a b r i c  of  
our  soc i e ty .  

When misinformation i s  suppl ied  e i t h e r  by per- 
sonal  goss ip ,  by the  w r i t t e n  media, o r  by t he  e lec-  
t r o n i c  media, a p a t t e r n  of even t s  occurs.  A s t a t e -  
ment is made, an a r t i c l e  i s  w r i t t e n ,  o r  a programme 
is  broadcas t .  Once i t  h a s  impacted upon the  pub l i c  
i t s  e f f e c t  spreads through soc i e ty .  This "r ipple" 
t h a t  moves outward, un l i ke  t he  r i p p l e s  on the  water  
when a s t one  is thrown i n ,  does no t  neces sa r i l y  les- 
sen a's i t  moves outward. I t  changes and can a l s o  
grow i p  i t s  impact. 

When enough pub l i c  annoyance i s  dxpressed a t  
the  source of t h i s  r i p p l g ,  an apology is  provided.  
But t he  f i r s t  r i p p l e  ha s  a l r eady  moved o u t  a c ros s  
the  minds of people and t r i gge red  a series of res -  
ponses, some good and some bad. Since t he re  i s  in- 
va r i ab ly  a time l apse  f o r  an apology o r  a r e b u t t a l  
t o  appear,  i ts r i p p l e  e f f e c t  fol lows much l a t e r .  

Therefore t he  f i r s t  phase i n  dea l i ng  wi th  t he  
dissemination o f  misconceptions is to  produce the  
second r i p p l e  a s  soon a s  pos s ib l e  a f t e r  t he  f i r s t .  
The second phase is to  take a s e r i e s  of p o s i t i v e  
s t e p s  t o  couneeract  t he  r e s i d u a l  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  
f i r s t  r i p p l e .  The second phase , i s  a long  process  
s i n c e  i t  is s u r p r i s i n g  how f a r  t he  f i r s t  r i p p l e  
can t r a v e l  and what i t  can arouse  i n  t he  minds of 
some people. 

The misinformation is inva r i ab ly  presented  t o  
a rouse  anxie ty  i n  the  r eade r .  The i tem i s  substan- 
t i a t e d  by "purported" f a c t s  and is  couched i n  terms 
designed t o  a rouse  emotions r a t h e r  than s t imu la t e  
s e r i o u s  thought. 

A cons iderable  body of  m a t e r i a l s  e x i s t s  con- 
cerning t he  percept ions  of some alarmed c i t i z e n s  of  
Canada about i s s u e s  dea l ing  wi th  t h e i r  conceptions,  
o r  more accu ra t e ly ,  ~ n e i r  misconceptions of t h e  v i -  
s i b l e  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  Canada. These misconceptions 
have done g r e a t  harm i n  the  pa s t .  A dramatic exam- 
p l e  i n  our  h i s t o r y  was the  f r o n t  page s t o r y  c a r r i e d  
by a paper i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, t he  P J ~ O O ~ U ,  on 
February l s t ,  1907, t h a t  t h e  L ibe ra l s  i n  B.C. would, 
i f  they won power, a l low t h e  impor ta t ion  of  50,000 

Japanese workers. 'Ihe s t o r y  appeared two days be- 
f o r e  t he  P rov inc i a l  e l e c t i o n s  and t h e  Conservative 
won. 

A stream of news dea l ing  wi th  :he dangers of  
Asian immigration continued t o  spew f o r t h  , culmina- 
t i n g  i n  the massive pub l i c  opinion t h a t  allowed the  
de t en t i on  of immigrants on a sh ip  i n  Vancouver har- 
bour and t h e i r  f i n a l  expuls ion ,  because of  t h e i r  ra-  
c i a l  background. The Komagata Maru Corni t tee  of  h- 
qu i ry  Report ,  1914, de sc r ibe s  t h i s  deplorable  chap- . 
ter i n  Canadian h i s  t o ry .  

The perusa l  of a r ecen t ly  published book V . i b i -  
b& e L n o M e d  And M I L e . t i ~ I L e ~ ~ ~ r n  : Aniann 7n Ca- 
nada, e d i t e d  by K. Vic tor  Ujimoto and Gordon Hira- 
bayashi  w i l l  educa t e the  reader  nf t he  emotional na- 
t u r e  of  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  p r eva i l ed  a g a i n s t  Asians 
i n  t h i s  country,  and unfor tuna te ly  these  a t t i t u d e s  
have n o t  e n t i r e l y  disappeared.  

From in terv iews  conducted ac ros s  Canada i n  June 
and J u l y  1974, John W .  Berry,  Rudolf Kal in  and Do- 
na ld  Taylor found t h a t  people d id  perce ive  Canadians 
a s  d iv ided  i n t o  e t h n i c  groups and while "There was 
no evidence of extreme e t h n i c  pre judice  --- North 
European groups were eva lua ted  r e l a t i v e l y  favourably 
(eg. Germans, Belg ians ,  Dutch, Scandinavians) com- 
pared to t h e  South and East  European groups (eg. 
Greeks, I t a l i a n s  , Poles ,  Yugoslavs) , who were i n  
turn  r a t e d  more favourably than s eve ra l  o t h e r  groups 
(eg. Eas t  Indians ,  Negroes, Spaniards,  Portuguese) . I f  

This survey was repor ted  i n  Efhnicity And E.thnic Re- 
L&ond 7n  Canada e d i t e d  by 3. Goldstein and R. Bie-- , 
nvenue . 

I n  t he  context  of a Canadian s o c i e t y  t h a t  s t i l l  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  i t s  people by sk in  co lour ,  even t o  a 
l e s s e r  e x t e n t  than the e a r l i e r  yea r s  of t h i s  cen- 
t u ry ,  t he  media can e i t h e r  enhance o r  reduce t h i s  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  by the  ways i n  which news i s  presen- 
ted. 

I n  the f i e l d  of educa t ion ,  (and i n  one sense  
every  good j o u r n a l i s t  i s  a pub l i c  educa tor , )  we must 
be  c a r e f u l  n d t  t o  f a l l  i n t o  t he  t r a p  of us ing  t he  
wrong examples t o  r ep re sen t  an e n t i r e  group. I have 
observed t h a t  two p r i n c i p l e s  apply when one descr i -  
be s  a group. It  i s  common t o  use the Highes t  C o m n  
F a c t o ~  p r i n c i p l e  when descr ib ing  a community we ad- 
mire. So we make i t s  b e s t  i nd iv idua l s  i t s  represen- 
t a t i v e s .  On the  o t h e r  hand when we do n o t  p l ace  a 
group h igh  i n  o u r ~ e s t i m a t i o n ,  t he  i nd iv idua l s  we 
choose t o  de sc r ibe  a r e  chosen by t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of t h e  
Leas t  Comnon Factor .  I n  o t h e r  words, we take t he  



worst indiv iduals  and hold them up f o r  pub l i c  scru- 
t i ny  a s  a r ep resen ta t ive  of a group. We do t h i s  
a l s o  when w e  use s p e c i f i c  words t o  descr ibe  charac- 
ter t r a i t s  wi th in  a group. What is "ambition" i n  one 
group becomes "pushy" i n  another group, and what is 
a ' ha rd  working student" i n  one group becomes "a 
learning machine" i n  another . 

Pe te r  Pineo, af ter studying the s o c i a l  s tanding 
of e thn ic  and r a c i a l  groupings, comes to the  conclu- 
s ion  t h a t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i n  Canadian soc ie ty  "eth- 
n i c i t y  is genera l ly  understood t o  be an a c t i v e  in- 
gredient  i n  the present  Canadian s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a -  
t i on  system." 

It is i n  t h i s  context  t h a t  the  Cl'V network a i -  
red  on its W-5 programme a show e n t i t l e d  " The Cam 
pus ~iveaway"  on September 30th, 1979. That was the 
start of the  f i r s t  r i pp le .  The reac t ions  grew t o  a 
crescendo and i n  response to  a nation-wide outcry 

-agains t  the inaccurac ies  i n  t h a t  broadcast ,  W-5 
broadcast  a statement on March 16th ,  1980 s t a t i n g  
t h e i r  r e g r e t s .  On Apr i l  16th,  1980 a wr i t t en  apolo- 
gy was i ssued by the  broadcas ters .  These two apolo- 
g i e s  were the  beginning of t he  second r i p p l e .  

What were the  misconcep d o n s  broadcast  i n  "The 
Campus Giveawav" and how were they presented ? 

The core of the  o r i g i n a l  programme was t h a t  Ca- 
nadian s tudents  could n o t  g e t  i n t o  Canadian univer- 
sities because fore ign  s tudents  were taking up the 
spaces. The programme began with "Here is a scena- 
r i o  t h a t  would make a g r e a t  many people i n  t h i s  
country angry and r e sen t fu l . "  I t  then went on to 
pose a question : "Suppose your son o r  daughter 
wanted t o  be  an engineer,  o r  a doctor ,  o r  a pharma- 
c i s t .  Suppose he had high marks i n  high school,  and 
t h a t  you could pay the  t u i t i o n  --- b u t  he  st i l l  
couldn ' t  g e t  i n t b  un ive r s i ty  i n  h i s  chosen courses 
because a fore ign  s tuden t  was taking h i s  place." 

This question was turned i n t o  a major misconception 
because i t  was immediately followed by the s t a t e -  
ment : W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  exac t ly  what i s  happening i n  
t h i s  coun try. " This judgemental statement was then 
supported by s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  W-5 l a t e r  admitted were 
wrong. The program made i t  sound a s  i f  Canadian 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  were being overwhelmed with fore ign  
s tudents .  I t  then used the school of Pharmacy a t  the 
Universi ty of Toronto a s  a s p e c i f i c  example of how a 
"Canadian" could no t  g e t  i n  and showed faces  of stu-  
dents ,  obviously of Chinese ex t r ac t ion ,  who were i n  
Pharmacy a t  the Universi ty of Toronto. 

While the viewer saw faces  on the screen t h a t  
belonged to  Canadians, of Chinese ex t r ac t ion ,  the  
s c r i p t  s a i d ,  "It's a s  i f  there  a r e  two campuses a t  
Canadian u n i v e r s i t i e s  --- fore ign  and domestic. 
Certainly t h i s  Chinese thea t r e  a t t r a c t s  a f u l l  hou- 
s e ,  b u t  n o t  one Canadian s tudent  attended." What 
was ac tua l ly  shown was an o r i en ta t ion  meeting f o r  
f i r s t -yea r  s tudents  of Chinese he r i t age  a t  the Uni- 
v e r s i t y  of Toronto's In t e rna t iona l  S tudeht Centre. 
Eight  s tudents  a r e  portrayed . Six  a r e  Canadian ci- 
t i zens  and two were v i s a  students.  The misconcep- 
t ion  being conveyed was t h a t  any one with a "Chine- 
se" face on campus is a fore ign  s tudent  and no t  a 
Canadian c i t i z e n .  

A de t a i l ed  c r i t i c a l  ana lys i s  of t h i s  programme 
can be found i n  the r epor t  t h a t  was submitted by the 
Ad Hoc Conanittee of the Council of Chinese Canadians 
i n  Ontario Against W-5, on March 17th ,  1980 t o  the 
Se ere tary  General, Canadian Radio-Television Tele- 
communications Comission i n  Ottawa. It is a l s o  of 
i n t e r e s t  to note  t h a t  when M r .  Gordon Fa iwea the r ,  
Chairman of the  Federal  Human Rights Commission spo- 
ke before the Empire Club i n  November 1979, he un- 
equivocally expresses h i s  d i sgus t  a t  "The Campus 
Giveaway'' programme. 

The e r r o r s  t h a t  were broadcast  i n  t h i s  program- 
me a r e  c l e a r l y  pointed o u t  i n  the CRTC b r i e f  t h a t  
was prepared by I r ene  Chu. 

1. There a r e  not  100,000 fore ign  s tudents  i n  our 
schools o r  on our campuses. There a r e  a c t u a l l y  
about 20,000 fore ign  s tuden t s  i n  f u l l  time univer- 
s i t y  s t u d i e s  according t o  James R. McBride, Execu- 
t i v e  Direc tor ,  Canadian Bureau f o r  In t e rna t iona l  
Education. The percentage of foreign s tuden t s  fo r  
1977-78 i n  Canada was only 5.3 % compared to  over 
10 % i n  the United Kingdom and France. 

2. The Canadian s tudent  i n  t h e  programme who claimed 
she'was denied admission i n  Pharmacy was reported t o  
have earned 79.5 % marks i n  high school. But he r  . 
grades were go t  high enough i n  the pre- requis i te  
sub jec t s  f o r  he r  t o  qua l i fy  f o r  admission i n t o  Phar- 
macy. Not only d id  she  n o t  qual i fy ,  but  there  is 
n o t  one s i n g l e  v i s a  s tudent  i n  the  f i r s t  year  Phar- 
macy d a s s  a t  the Universi ty of Toronto. There a r e  
s i x  s tudents  of Chinese o r i g i n  and they a r e  a l l  C a -  
adian c i t i z e n s  and qua l i f i ed  t o  e n t e r  with the hipher 
marks t h a t  they earned. 

3. Students with m i n e s e t  faces  cannot be a l l  cate- 
go r i ca l ly  portrayed a s  foreign.  In our m u l  t i c u l  tu- 
r a l  soc ie ty  a l l  people, no matter  what t h e i r  e t h n i c  
background, a r e  equal ly  Canadian c i t i zens .  

4. Even though there  a r e  only a small percentage of 
fore ign  s tuden t s  i n  Canadian u n i v e r s i t i e s  the pro- 
gramme de l ibe ra t e ly  chose no t  to  mention tha t  i n  

The hianadinn 



1978-79 there  were 85 v i s a  s tudents  i n  medical 
schools across Canada, 66 of whom were from the Uni- 
ted S ta t e s .  

I rene  Chu i n  t h i s  b r i e f  to the CRTC pointed ou t  
t h a t  the areas  of contention were : 

. 1. pre-determined biased accusation of s e l e c t i v e  
groups of th'e Canadian publ ic ,  

'2. de l ibe ra t e  i n t e n t  ;o i n c i t e  resentment and b i t -  
te rness  towards Canadians with v i s i b l e  r a c i a l  cha- 
r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

3. d i s t o r t i o n  of f a c t s ,  manipulation of ha l f - t ru ths ,  

4 .  inaccura te  s t a t i s t i c s  and f igu res ,  and 

5. b l a t a n t  ' sub-standard' journalism. 

Spec i f i ca l ly  the damages i n f l i c t e d  by t h i s  part icu- 
l a r  programme include : 

1. presenting an unfavourable image of foreign s tu-  
dents i n  Canada making them f e e l  unwelcome and 
unwanted , 

2. misrepresentat ion of u n i v e r s i t i e s '  admission PO- 
l i c y  , 

3. misrepresentat ion of the Canadian Immigration po- 
l i c y ,  

4 .  ins inuat ion  t h a t  non-white = non-Canadian imply- 
ing  non-whites a r e  foreign and therefore  a r e  n o t  
e n t i t l e d  to Canadian r i g h t s  and p r iv i l eges .  It 
has par titularly demeaned the ' s t a t u s  of Canadians 
of Chinese descent. 

5. poisoning the minds of many decent , unsuspecting 
Canadians with d i s t o r t e d  f a c t s  t h a t  tend to  crea- 
t e  r a c i a l  tension and pre judice  , 

6. the be t raying of the Mul t i cu l tu ra l  Policy- of 
Canada. 

While i t  i s  impossible to imagine the damage t h a t  
the ins inuat ions  did to the  f a b r i c  of Canadian so- 
c i e t y  l e t  us look a t  j u s t  one example of the r i p p l e  
e f f e c t .  

T.B. MacLachlan of the Universi ty Hospital  i n  
Saskatoon wrote a  l e t t e r  t h a t  was pyblished i n  the 
April  1980 i s sue  of LJnivehi~dy AdQaAnn.  He wrote "I 
-have been readinp with i n t e r e s t ,  the dialc~gue-con- 
cerning the W-5 program on foreign s tudents  i n  the 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  Canada". He went on to  say iha t  
even though he had not  seen the ac tua l  program he 
d id  have f i r s t  hand knowledge t h a t  even though "very 
few foreign s tudents  a re  taken i n  the undergraduate 
program on student v i s a s  --- however t h i s  was n o t  
the case a  few years  ago." 

He c l e a r l y  did no t  bother to  make the s ing le  
telephone c a l l  to  the Regis t rar  of the Universi ty of 
Saskatoon t h a t  was necessary to  check h i s  impres- 
s ions .  He would have quickly learned a s  did D r .  C. 
C. Lee, who i s  the Thorvaldson professor of chemis- 
t r y  a t  the  Universi ty of Saskatoon, t h a t  i n  the p a s t  
10  years only one s ing le  foreign s tudent  was admit- 
ted to the f i r s t  year programme i n  the College of 
Medicine. D r .  Lee, i n  h i s  l e t t e r  published i n  U d -  
v~ - t r :L ty  AQdaitLo, June-July 1980, goes on to  po in t  

out  t h a t  f o r  the  same 10 year period 1970-71 t o  
1979-80 "the numbers of landed immigrants admit_!<d-E0 
f i r s t  year  medicine were 4,2,0,1,1,2,5,2,1, and 3. , 
Even i f  MacLachlan were t o  regard these  landed im-  
migrants a s  fore ignera ,  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  su re ly  demon- 

s t r a t e  t he  t o t a l  falaehood of h i s  accusation t h a t  a 
few years  ago Saskatchewan s tuden t s  were displaced 
by fore ign  s tudents  i n  our College of Medicine." 
Three l e t t e r s  appeared i n  the June-July i s sue  of 
Un&ehbihj Add&, a l l  poin t ing  o u t  judgemental 
e r r o r s  on Madachlan's  p a r t .  

What t h i s  exchange i l l u s t r a t e s  is - t h a t  a  facul-  
t y  member was t r iggered  by the r i p p l e s  emanating 
from one s p e c i f i c  W-5 programme t o  publ ic ly  express 
h i s  views without checking the  v a l i d i t y  of h i s  da ta .  
How many such b iased  viewpoints were verbal ly  expre- 
ssed i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  es t imate .  

We a r e  now i n  the phase where we must continue 
t o  r ea f f i rm the  r i g h t s  of a l l  Canadian c i t i z e n s  and 
i n  the words of I rene  n u ,  who says i n  the  b r i e f  t o  
the CRTC : 

"Finally,  we wish t o  reaf f i rm our b e l i e f  t h a t  
the sou l  of a  na t ion  l i e s  i n  the components of its 
people; the m u l  t i - r a c i a l  , m u 1  t i -e thnic  , m u l  ti-cul- 
t u r a l  f a b r i c  of ou r  Canadian soc ie ty  has every po- 
t e n t i a l  of reaching an unsurpassed r ichness  i n  es- 
t ab l i sh ing  ou r  Canadian i d e n t i t y .  But unless we 
educate ourselves about our d i v e r s i t i e s ;  unless we 
make a  wnce r t ed  e f f o r t  t o  b e t t e r  understanding and 
apprecia t ion  of our d i f ferences ,  a l l  those poten- 
t i a l i t i e s  w i l l  go t o  waste. I t  i s  the duty of 
every indiv idual  and of the  governments t o  s e e  to  
i t  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  s t e p s  a r e  taken towards such a  
goal. " 

Jamshed Mavalwala a ph~debboh 0 6  anfithnopoeogy 
Me U n i v m d y  od Tohonh, and fhe @r~t Canadian h 
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CCtizenskip, on &e b o d  06  The &ban U n c e  On 
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WERE YOU 'THERE WITH THE ASIANADIAN? 

YEARS AGO, 
summer -1978, long before the current boat people drama, 
ASIANADIAN was there with an incisive report on the 
Vietnamese in Canada. 

YEARS FROM NOW, 
people wit1 be talking about the two sensitive articles they read 
in ASIANAblAN'S Summer 1979 Issue on Sexuality -- about 
being gay and Asian in Canada, and about inter-racial 
relationships among Sanrei Japanese Canadians. 

WERE YOU THERE WITH THE ASIANADIAN? 

Were you there when we sat face-to-face with such Asian 
Canadian personalities as painter Shizuye Takashima, poet Joy 
Kogawa, or human rights advocate Jag Bahdauria? 

Were you there when we handed out our quarterly dubious 
award to the TORONTO STAR, Gordon Sinclair, or the 
CALGARY HERALD. 

DON'T miss this ppportunity -- subscribe to the 
ASIANADIAN and be here and now with us, keep current on 
the latest Asian Canadian affairs and issues, know what your 
fellow Asians are talking about these days, be here, and tell your 
friends you read it first in the ASIANADIAN. 

THE ASIANADIAN, published quarterly by the Asianadian 
Resource Workshop, P.O. Box 1256, Station Q, Toronto, 
Ontario M4T 2P4. 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
(Check One) 

One Year, Individual $500  
One Year, Institution $8.00 
Two Years, Individual $9.00 
Two Years, lnstitution $14.00 

PROV: 

POSTAL CODE: 
4 

(U.S. and overseas subscribers: add $1.50 per year) 



ON A BLACK ENTERTAINER 

Suppose a  b l a c k  man s i n g s  
Suppose he s i n g s  
s t a n d i n g  i n  an a r e n a  
w i t h  thousands looking  on 
suppose he  is  a f r a i d  
surrounded by c u r i o u s  e y e s  
wai t ing  f o r  t h e  r e d  c i r c l e  o f  h i s  mouth 
t o  c rack  
t o  l e t  t h e  sounds escape 
suppose now 
h e  moves back i n  time 
a  c h r i s t i a n  among t h e  Romans 
he  s t a n d s  
and t h e  amber e y e s  o f  the  l i o n  
a r e  one w i t h  t h e  eyes  of  h i s  audience 
c o l d  e x p e c t a n t  l e i s u r e l y  
s u r e  of  t h e  end 
a  magni f icen t  s e n s u a l  l i o n  
bask ing  i n  t h e  sun 
what must t h e  b l a c k  man do now? 
But of  course  he  must run 
he must f l e e  covering h i s  t r a c k s  
s p i r i t i n g  away h i s  b lack  smel l  
he  must charm t h i s  l i o n  
l u l l  i t  t o  s l e e p  
c o n j u r i n g  up t h e  grand v i s i o n  of a  l i o n e s s  
a t  h e r  mating time 
agony f i r e  e c s t a c y  must pour o u t  of him 
he  must b a r e  h i s  g u t s  p u l l  o u t  t h e  l e n g t h  
of  h i s  i n t e s t i n e s  
l e t  t h e  s e r p e n t s  crawl about  him 
emanating dreams and d i s t r a c t i o n s  
he  must s i n g  on and never  s t o p  
must never  s t o p  u n t i l  he  reaches  cover  
h e  must then s i n g  t o  l i v e  
s i n g  f o r  a  l i v i n g  and l i v e  on ly  , 

i f  t h e  song l a s t s  long 
and t h e  magic moves. 

Alone 
b l a c k  
i n  an a r e n a  
surrounded by c u r i o u s  e y e s  
t o  t h e  music of  whips 
suppose a  b lack  man s i n g s  
and 
suppose 
he s i n g s  f o r  you. 

FACE IT, THERE'S AN ILLEGA~ IMMIGRANT 
HIDING I N  YOUR HOUSE 

HIDING I N  YOU 
TRYING M GET OUT. 

HOLD YOUR OIIN UP, TIIERE 
I S  A COCKROAM 
STALKING THE WALLS 

OF YOUR BRAIN 
TRYING M GET I N  

ON YOUR AFFLUENT FANTASIES * 
AND FIFTY-CENT FEARS 

(Bus inesses '  men custom's  o f f i c i a l s  dark  
g l a s s e s  i n d u s t r i a l  a v i a t i o n  policemen i l l e g a l  
b a c h e l o r e t t e s  sweatshop keepers  in format ion  
canada ; 

"You c a n ' t  g e t  t h e i r  smel l  o f f  t h e  wal l s"  

"'IMERE I S  NEVER ONE COCKROACH" 
mERE I S  NEVER ONE YOU. 

- K r i s a n t h a  S r i  Bhaggiyadat ta  

NEWS I N  CANADA 

Far  away c o u n t r i e s  
And d i s a s t e r s  
Are b u r i e d  i n  
White snow. 
Cold war rhe tor ic - -  
Black p r i n t  on 
White background 
S tands  o u t  i n  a  
P a l l i d  w i n t e r  sun. 
Someone h e a r s  guns 
But t h i n k s  i t  thunder  
The Toronto Sun i s  
Rushed i n t o  p r e s s  
!Jhile 
Far  away i n  Zimbabwe 
A v i c t o r y  i s  won. 

- Himani Banner j i  

- Tinni  Banner j i  



My family f e a r s  god, were immigrants 
f o r  technology 

no scenes 
of huddled masses in ju red  sneaking 
p a s t  a torch-bearing white f igu re  
of s tone ,  who insu l t ed ,  "bring me your 
crooks ..." 

we 
were c l e r i c a l  Chr is t ians ,  the  brown- 
almost-but-never bourgeoisie,  c rea ted  
by roving i m p e r i a l i s t s  ("ve spoke 

, engl ish  you know") t o  s h i t  on our  own . ( the  na t ives  see ing a brown a r s e  
n o t  a white one) 

we 
came i n  747's t o  s ink  t o  the bottom 
of the upheld mosaic: to push 
ma i l ca r t s  ('beaverbrook s t a r t e d  t h i s  way 

you' know?") t o  become complacent c l e rks ,  
s ex le s s  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  enjoy a charge-card 
o r  three ,  send a couple of g i l e t t e  blades 
i n  a christmas card  home and content  
(I've a r e  no t  n iggers  ve do have 

s t r a i g h t  hair")  we must be 
to  reach--as they s l a p  quotas on 
the l eng ths  of our  f ingernai l s - - for  
the vacated crumbs of those up the  ladder  
o r  to  welfare 

we labour 
a s  whi ter  n iggers  boo, harass  
applaud, the na t ives  say i t  ' s 
i n i t i a t i o n  "they d id  i t  
to the  i r i s h ,  the i t a l i a n ,  the gay" 
b u t  we a r e  b e t t e r  n iggers  
we take s h i t  with a s m i l e  

and a colour t .v.  
my family f e a r s  god, say god 
d i r ec t ed  them here  
n o t  unski l led  labour requirements 

my family a r e  canadian now, the men 
watch through beer the  world and 
hockey, repeat  i n  a l l  o r i g i n a l i t y  
"the poor want to  be poor", r e tu rn  
to  church, s l i p  compartmen t a l i s e d  
consciences i n  t o  co l l ec t ion  boxes, 

and i f  f ee l ing  good even g ive  to  
m i  ted . sway 

- come home bea t  the wives bea t  the 
chi ldren  and the woqen 
phone each o the r  t o  'complain of 
the r i s i n g  violence i n  toronto o r  

- s o  were to ld  on the multi-coloured 
s i x  o 'clock news and "we g o t t a  
keep vot ing  l i b e r a l  cos they're 
the boys t h a t  brought us here" 

t h i s  family says  they love  us 
("we a r e  n o t  american i t  cannot 
happen here") 

b u t  must we, them? 

ADD1 CTION 

lu red  
caught 
then f i n a l l y  trapped 
i n  a w r i t e r s '  r u t  
10s t ,  the i r recoverable  magic 
my hand and head estranged 
t o  separa te  dimensions 
now only 
e r r a t i c  thoughts 
flow down my veins 
ru ins  
a semblance of a former p leasure  
t h a t  turned t o  an addic t ion  
i n  desperation 
I search everywhere 
I need a f i x  
I need a f i x .  

- Karen Uchide 

DIE SMILE - JUNE 22, 1980 

Looking a t  the model 
In  the p i c tu re  
I f e e l  sad. 
How many times 
Did she have t o  pose 
To g e t  i t  j u s t  so?  
How many times 
Has the smile f lashed 
Upon h e r  face 
When he r  mind says  
"To h e l l  with them a l l " ?  
That s m i l e .  /T- ' h a t  phony pepsodent s m i l e  
Is h e r  protec t ion ,  
Her fame 
Her fortune 
And therefore  
She must f l a s h  i t  
On and o f f  
Like a neon s ign .  
I can ' t  look down 
A t  the model i n  the 
Ins tead  - 
I want t o  hug he r  
Pick up h e r  sha t t e red  dreams 
And gent ly ,  
P lace  tha t  smile 
On a s h e l f ,  
Where i t  belongs. 

-Krisantha S r i  Bhaggiyadatta 

- Tinni Bannerj i  

- 
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GALLERY EIGHTIES t r y i n g  t o  d e f i n e  h i s  o r  h e r  a r t i s t i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s  so- 
c i a l  p o s i t i o n  w i th in  t h e  g r e a t e r  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  envi- 

An event  of s i n g u l a r  importance t o  t he  Chinese ronment. What a c t i v a t e s  t he  a r t  on e x h i b i t  a t  Gal- 
connnunity of Toronto, occurred on March 28 of t h i s  l e r y  E igh t i e s  is a t en s ion ,  imminent w i th in  t h q i r  
year :  Gallory E igh t i e s ,  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Yu forms, generated by concepts  of v i s u a l  o r d e r  and , 
Sai-kin and Helen Kan, opened i t s  doors.  For the  imagery which a r e  seemingly x n t i t h e t i c a l ,  and y e t ,  
f i r s t  time contemporary Chinese p a i n t e r s ,  p o t t e r s ,  c a l l  f o r  t h e i r  r e s o l u t i o n .  One cannot he lp  b u t  view 
printmakeas,  s c u l p t o r s ,  and weavers have a common these  s ta tements  a s  v i s u a l  metaphors, making i nd i -  
p l a c e  i n  which t o  e x h i b i t  t h e i r  works and t o  meet 
and exchange i d e a s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d i sp l ay ing  t h e i r  
own works of a r t ,  young C a n ~ d i a n  a r t i s t s  a r e  given 
t h e  ex t taogdinary  oppor tun i ty  t o  exper ience ,  f i r s t  
hand, t h e  a b s t r a c t  landscapes of such modern Chinese 
mas te rs  a s  Zao Wou-ki (born 1920),  who has  been li- 
ving  i n  P a r i s  s i n c e  1948, t he  l a t e  Hong Kong-based 
a r t i s t  L iu  Shou-kwan (1919-1976), and Chuang Che, 
who founded i n  1956 t h e  ' F i f t h  Moon' group i n  Tai- 
p e i .  Also shown a r e  t h e  T'ang i n s p i r e d  s c u l p t u r a l  
ceramics of Mary Chuang who l i v e s  i n  Ann Arbor, M i -  
chigan,  the  bold woodcuts of c a l l i g r aphy  and s e a l s  
bp Tong King Sum and the  r e l i e f  p r i n t s  of the  bam- 
boo s c u l p t o r  Ha Bik-chuen, both major Hong Kong ar-  
tists. . 

The works on d i sp l ay  employ a wide v a r i e t y  of 
t echniques  and m a t e r i a l s  from t r a d i t i o n a l  b rush  and 
i nk  on paper  t o  a c r y l i c s  and o i l s  on canvas. What 
is  most r e f r e s h i n g  about  t he se  works i s  t he  unique 
i n t e r a c t i o n  between Western p i c t o r i a l  and s c u l p t u r a l  
conceutions and a r t i s t i c  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  which a r e  ul-  
t ima t e ly  roo ted  i n  Chinese c u l t u r e .  Th i s  is ,  per- 
haps,  where t he se  works d e r i v e  t h e i r  essen t ia l -  v i t a -  
l i t y  and acqu i r e  t h e i r  l a r g e r  s i gn i ' f i c ance ;  f o r  they 
r e f l e c t  t he  l i v e d  exper ience  of t he  Chinese a r t i s t  

r e c t  r e f e r ence  t o  t he  contemporary condi t ions  of 
Chinese l i f e .  

Rather  than f a l l i n g  back on a n a c h r o n i s t i c  modes 
of a r t i s  t i c  express ion ,  these  a r t i s t s  have sought  
contemporary means through which t o  g ive  form t o  
t h e i r  percept ions  of l i f e  i n  t h e  modern world. 
S t i l l ,  t h e r e  i s  an a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  handl ing  of 
m a t e r i a l  and the  o rgan i za t i on  of space  t h a t  i s  quin- 
t e s s e n t i a l l y  Chinese. I n  t he  b e s t  of t he se  works 
t he r e  i s  a s ense  of l i b e r a t i o n ,  born of t h e  s truggl 'e  
t o  overcome l i m i t e d  pe r spec t i ve s ,  which addresses  
i t s e l f  t o  both Chinese and non-Chinese a l i k e .  For 
these  reasons ,  Gal le ry  E igh t i e s  and . t he  a r t i s t s  they 
r ep re sen t  deserve the  a t t e n t i o n  and suppor t  of t h e  
Chinese community i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and the  wider a r t i s -  
t i c  community i n  gene ra l .  

Gal le ry  E igh t i e s  is l oca t ed  a t  1280 Bay S t r e e t ,  
Yo rkv i l l e  Commons, Toronto M5R 3L1 ( t e l .  968-0442). 

S teve  Galdberg 

"We were cu t  o f f  from t h e  comprehension of our  , 
sur roundings ,  we g l i ded  p a s t  l i k e  phantoms, 
wondering and s e c r e t l y  appa l l ed ,  a s  sane  men 
would be be fo r e  an e n t h u s i a s t i c  ou tbreak  i n  a 
madhouse. We could no t  understand because 
we were t oo  f a r  and could no t  remember, be- 
cause we were t r a v e l l i n g  i n  t he  n i g h t  of t h e  
f i r s t  ages,  of those ages t h a t  a r e  gone..." 

Apocdypbe Now can be seen  a s  an a t tempt  t o  
t r a n s l a t e  Conrad's H e m  oh Dahktl~b t o  c e l l u lo id .  
u s ing  Vietnam a s  a v e h i c l e ,  o r  a s  render ing  of t h e  
Vietnam war us ing  HeahX 0 6  Dardznab. 



He& 06 W n u ~  t r a c e s  a  r i v e r  voyage i n t o  
t h e  c e n t r a l  Afr ican  r a i n f o r e s t .  The p r o t a g o n i s t ,  
Marlow. r e t r i e v e s  a  s t a t i o n  c h i e f  of a  European 
t r a d i n g  company. Thy i n c r e a s i n g l y  autonomous ways 
of t h e  c h i e f  a r e  f e a r e d  a s  s i g n s  of  p o s s i b l e  "unfa i r  
competi t ion" i n  t h e  i v o r y  plunder .  I n  A p o c d y p e  
Mm-, W i l l a r d ,  a n  American o f f i c e r  w i t h  a  record  i n  
t h e  s e c r e t  s e r v i c e  is d ispa tched  u p r i v e r  a c r o s s  t h e  
Vietnamese border  i n t o  Cambodia. H i s  miss ion  is t o  
" terminate"  t h e  command of  a  renegade c a p t a i n  Kurtz  
who c o n s t i t u t e s  a  p o s s i b l e  t h i r d  f o r c e .  Apart from 
t h e  s h i f t  i n  s e t t i n g  t h e  sequence o f  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  
f i l m  fo l lows  t h e  book. 

Conrad's f a n t a s y  of  a  man becoming King among 
savages is  unders tandable  i n  what was then  t h e  
per iod  of  h igh  c o l o n i z a t i o n .  A s  a  merchant s a i l o r  
he would s e e  t h e  u n f a m i l i a r ,  and f o r  him, h o s t i l e  
jungle  a s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of pr imeval  darkness  i n  hu- 
manity. He was an agent  of  conquest  i n  an u n w i l l i n g  
land.  The atmosphere of t h e  nove l  is very  duch of 
t h e  t u r n  of t h e  cen tury .  

By t h e  l a t e  1970s t h e  sun  has  long  s e t  on t h e  . 
o l d  c o l o n i a l  empires .  I t 's  no l o n g e r  f a s h i o n a b l e ,  
o r  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  p o r t r a y  Afr icans  a s  canniba l s .  
America is t h e  h igh  i m p e r i a l  power and i t  is p r o f i -  
t a b l e  t o  make movies about  t h e  Vietnam war. 

I f  Coppola's main i n t e r e s t  is t o  i n t e r p r e t ,  
He& 06  l k d z n u n  f o r  a  contemporary audience h i s  
s e t t i n g  is  badly chosen. The Vietnam war i s  t o o  
important  t o  a c t  a s  a  background t o  any s t o r y .  It 
jumps forward and throws t h e  in tended  s u b j e c t  o u t  
of k i l t e r .  From two- th i rds  i n t o  t h e  f i l m  when we 
l e a v e  t h e  war behind and e n t e r  Kurtz  t e r r i t o r y  
(Cambodia), t h e  f i l m  is t r u e s t  t o  i t s  source .  But 
by t h i s  t ime I am l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p l o t  than  
i n  t h e  s e t t i n g ,  t h e  war. The n o v e l ' s  c l imax of  t h e  
Kurtz  encounte r  among thunderous drums and severed  
heads is absurd  when s p l i c e d  o n t o  a  f i l m  t h a t  seems 
t o  be  about  Vietnam. More s o  because Coppola i n t e r -  
p r e t s  t h i s  sqquence wi th  s c o r e s  of F i l i p i n o  s tand- ins  
( I  wonder how much they  were p a i d ) ,  hanging from 
Disney World c o p i e s  of Angkor Wat, c e n t r e d  around a n  
overweight Brando r e a d i n g  E l i o t ' s  "Wasteland". 
Wi l la rd  s t a b s  Brando (Kurtz)  a s  a  w a t e r b u f f a l o  i s  
be ing  s a c r i f i c e d .  The e f f e c t  i s  s p e c t a c u l a r l y  foo l -  
i s h  and n o t  a  l i t t l e  o f f e n s i v e .  

I f  Coppola in tended  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  War through 
He& 0 6  Oa&nah,  h i s  p r o j e c t  is  way o f f  t h e  mark. 
The nove l  is about  madness. See ing  t h e  Vietnam war 
a s  i n s a n i t y  is g l i b  b u t  t o t a l l y  f a l s e .  War might 
induce madness b u t  is i t s e l f  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  extreme 

. c a l c u l a t i o n  and s o b e r  assessment  of i n t e r e s t s ,  g a i n s  
'and r i s k s .  A t  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  Vietnam war was t h e  
American government's a t t e y t  t o  b o l s t e r  France ' s  
c o l o n i a l  r u l e ,  and then  its own puppet regime i n  t h e  
f a c e  o f  popular  r e s i s t a n c e .  To understand t h i s  ag- 
g r e s s i v e  imper ia l i sm we must examine t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
and economic process  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s .  We must 
look n o t  a t  t h e  a c t s  of  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r s  i n  Viet-  
nam b u t  a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  makers i n  Washington. Of  " 
course  a  seventeen  y e a r  o l d  boy when s c a r e d  and away 
from home w i l l  shoot  a t  any th ing  t h a t  moves. I n  
Apocdyphe Now we never  s e e  t h e  people who put him 
t h e r e .  

A s  f o r  t h e  Vietnamese o r  Cambodians, they a r e  
never  shown a s  more than  Asian hordes.  There a r e  
almost no close-ups of  them and they  have no speak- 
i n g  p a r t s .  They a r e  only t h e  props i n  t h i s  movie-- 
o b j e c t s ,  never  s u b j e c t s .  Like Coming Home and The 

oee/r Hun&/r., Apocahjphe Nox is concerned on ly  wi th  
American g u i l t ,  casua l t i es , ' ga ins ,  and now madness. 

I 

Kurtz a s c r i b e s  t h e  success  of t h e  NLF t o  some mys- 
t e r i o u s ,  r u t h l e s s  wil lpower.  H i s  s t o r y  of t h e i r  
chopping t h e  arms o f f  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  does l i t t l e  
t o  e l u c i d a t e  NLF p o l i c i e s ,  much t o  exonera te  t h e  
American occupat ion.  

This  f i l m  i s  c h a u v i n i s t i c  even i n  t h e  way i t  
was s h o t .  A t  one p o i n t  a  s o l d i e r  wate r - sk i s  behind 
W i l l a r d ' s  launch.  He is  o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  women 
whose wash he u p s e t s  o r  t h e  p e a s a n t s  whose r a f t  h e  

has  over tu rned .  I thought t h i s  scene cap tured  w e l l  
t h e  American a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  Thi rd  Uorld. Both 
t imes I saw i t  t h e  audience laughed. Now t h i s  was 
s h o t  from t h e  r i v e r  looking  a t  t h e  peasan ts  around 
t h e  s h o r e .  Had t h e  e n t i r e  movie been s h o t  from t h e  
banks monitor ing t h e  p a s s i n g  boat  t h i s  scene  might 
n o t  be s o  ambiguous. Once i n  ApucaLypbe Now t h e  
camera i s  n o t  an American eye.  Before t h e  r i v e r s i d e  
hamlet is  bombed we s e e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  c a r e f u l l y  hur-  
r i e d  t o  s h e l t e r ,  t h e  farmers  q u i t t i n g  t h e i r  vegeta-  
b l e s  t o  man t h e  guns. No one laughed here .  
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c i s t  c u l t w e .  But the  analys is  never q u i t e  comes 
together. 

I n  the concluding piece,  the  col lapse  of capi- 
t a l i m  is  treatened with t e fe rence ' to  Karl Marx and 
the  Club of Fbme. "Fiscal  b lacknai l ,  economic mani- 
pulation,  the  RMP and the  armed forces  a r e  t h e  
means by which nat ional  unity is present ly  maintain- 
ed. Before the  whole nat ion is ripped apar t  by f ru-  

Looking a t  ~ ~ o c d y ~ 6 1 !  NOW is  l i k e  t ry ing t o  
construct  a jigsaw puzzle with three  d i f fe ren t  s e t s  
of pieces. Granted, Coppola got the bes t  t h a t  $31 
mill ion could buy: the sound is  opulent and every 
frame a poster ,  but  beneath t h i s  g l i t t e r i n g  surface 
l i e s  a very murky film. 

Richard Fung , 

Racism and National Canscioysness by Fhe&hi& Tvoh 
me (Tomrzto : P&awshm P m h ,  1977 .1  

Fred Caee promises t o  have the  ideas  and the  
v i r ion  t o  give us new ins igh t  i n t o  the  tangled web 
of race, c l a s s ,  prejudice and power t h a t  bind to- 
gether the  "Canadiao mosaic". Unfortunately Paoibm 
and ~ a S t i 0 n d  C o n b ~ u s n e b h i s  a diesapointment. 

F i r s t , i t  i s  somewhat misleading t o  c a l l  it a 
book. What we have a r e  a s e r i e s  of l ec tu res  given 
aver a three  yepr period from 1975 t o  1978--the tu- 
multous th ree  years  t h a t  opened with the  "Green Pa- 
per" debate and closed with the f i n a l  amendments t o  
the  immigration laws. Case's 1eetGres a r e  a power- 
f u l  reminder 'of the  r i c h  response t o  the  s t a t e ' s  at-  
tempt t o  manipulate the immigration issue.  I f  the  
government eucceeded i n  using the debate t o  j u s t i f y  
i t e  even hareher lawe agains t  immigrants it a l s o  
awakened many b i g r a n t s  and Canadians of a l l  o r i -  
g ins  to a recoghition of the r a c i s t  s t ruc tu res  of 
pover i n  t h i s  country. 

Care's l ec tu res  do have power and ins igh t  and 
anger. The h i s t o r i c a l  references a r e  indispensable 
f o r  anyone wanting t o  ge t  a g r ip  on the b i r t h  of 
r a c i e t  cu l tu re  i n  European imperialism o r  of i ts  de- 
velopment within the  growth of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of 
Canadian capitalism. The l ec tu res  a r e  pithy,  pro- 
vocative and polemical-designed t o  r a i s e  questions 
and discuss%on and ce r t a in ly  the  hackles of the com- 
placent who whould l i k e  t o  think of Canadian racism 
a s  something t o  be covered w e r  o r  p o l i t e l y  ignored 
l ike eome s o r t  of wart an t he  face  of the  body po- 
l i t i c .  - For Case, racism is e s s e n t i a l  t o  Canada's so- 
c i a l  f a b r i c  and fundamental t o  the  functioning of 
Canadian soc.iety. I b  i e  no surface  blemish, but ra- 
ther a deformation of soc ie ty ' s  very skeleton.  Be 
is a t  h i e  beet when he t a l k s  about education and i ts  
Impact on the  self'imege of immigrant chi ldren from 
kindergarden t o  university.  Be is a t  h i s  most scho- 
l a r l y  i n  the  piece on colonialism and race i n  French 
Canadian l i t e r a t u r e .  

The problem with t h i s  work i s  t h a t  it doesn't 
l i v e  up t o  the  expectations it provoled. The theme 
o r  the analys is  is never realLy worked out. Each 
l e c t u r e  has  its own introduction,  development and 
cl-. There i e  a g rea t  deal  of repet i t ion.  We 
a r e  l a f t  shocked, disgueted and enraged by the  in- 
formation, an t he  brink of an analys is  of the  r a c i s t  
undarpinnings of Canadian capitalism and the  connec- 
t ione behsaen our c l a s s  e t ructure ,  economics and ra- 

s t r a t i o n  and anger gathering comuni ty  a f t e r  c-u- 
n i t y  i n  t h i s  v iolent  dance of des t ruct ion i t  is  y e t  
perhaps no t  too l a t e  t o  begin t o  change i n  the name 
of humanity". 

Yet i n  the  absence of an ana lys i s  of what fun- 
damentally needs t o  be changed "it is  not  y e t  too 
la te"  soimds pa the t i ca l ly  Pitmaaesque. The few sug- 
gestions t h a t  a r e  offered seem specula t ive  r a the r  
than fundamental. As Case himself points  out ,  they 
resemble "the theor ies  of nineteenth century anar- 
chism." Taik of "smaller homogeneous socio-cultural  
units" where "The individual  would, one hopes, no 
longer be f a r  removed from the  decision making pro- 
ceeses", seem wildly unreal  i n  the  age of multina- 
t iona l  corporations,  economic c r i s e s  and super power 
r ival ry .  

Nonetheless t h i s  i e  a book everyone concerned 
with racism should read and use a s  reference. We 
should a l s o  demand t h a t  M r .  Caee e i t  d m  and f l e s h  
out h i s  thoughts and ins igh t s  t o  give us a c l ea re r  
v is ion of the  f u t u r e . i t  i s  now so  necessary f o r  us  
t o  beg in . to  construct. 

Tim McCaskell 

Novena to  S t .  Jude Thaddeus by L d h m i  
(Fmdehicton: Fiddtehead Pm.4, 1 9 7 9 .  102  - pp) - 

Novena & SSt. Jude Thaddeub is  Lakshmi Gi l l1e  
most recent ly  published poetry co l l ec t ion ,  her f i r s t  
since 1972 and F&.t Ceeahning. G i l l ' s  des i r e  t o  
move away from a ramantic s t y l e  toward a more cele- 
bra1 one is  most evident i n  t h i s  volume. I t d s  her 
bel ief  t h a t  romatic poetry should be l e f t  t o  the  
young developing peets,  those who s t i l l  must eearch 
f o r  themselves among t h e i r  outpour of passionate 
words. A s  she says w i t t i l y  i n  a poem about a lover 
from F h S t  C e e d n g ( 1 9 7 2 )  : "When you're a young 
poet/ you go f o r  the  sexy p a r t s /  but when you g e t  
o ld/  ... t he re ' s  something t o  be sa id  about the/  
abandoned pants -1 how they l i e  there /  empty/ .. . 
ge t t ing  ch i l l ed  from the  draf;tl1. A s  troubled a s  
t h i s  time of her l i f e  may have been, she has found a 
more honed s t y l e  with which t o  express her f r u s t r a -  
t ions.  Thus the  wri t ing i s ,  on the whole,clean and 1 
trimmed of baby f a t .  The s p i r i t  of wri t ing is f l u i d  
and f u l l  without being s l i ck .  

Out of t h i s  su re r  se l f  however, emerges t h e  odd 
l i t e r a r y  discussion i n  the  form of a poem, wbich is, 
f o r  t h i s  reader a t  l e a s t ,  l i k e  a p r iva te  joke, plea- 
sing but not  a f u l l y  meaningful .arrangement of 
words. "Released by Artaud, May You Rave Forever" 
is such a poem. It t e l l s  us  t h a t  Artaud himeelf i e  
the  author of some indulgent poetry, but  f o r  those 
readers not famil iar  with h i s  work, a l l  'raving1 i s  
l o s t .  Similarly with "After Reading LK", it is  pre- 
d ic ted t h a t  most readers w i l l  not  be nodding k n w ~  
ingly  by the  end of t h i s  rambling play with words. 
Such indulgence is no s t ranger  t o  the  poet 's  l a t e r  
co l l ec t ions  of t h i s  length,  however. 

G i l l  makes f u l l  use of l i t e r a r y  tools.  Con- 
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Crete poems a r e  successful  and not s i l l y .  There a re  
fun "white dominicans (who) walk l i k e  pelicans/  
t h e i r  mouths f u l l  of pecans" t o  be had. With any 
l i t e r a r y  device, one must ensure tha t  i t  is  s k i l l -  
f u l l y  employed and not j u s t  employed. Repeti t ion i s  
one of the  t r i c k i e s t  t o  use advantageously. In  
"Points of Reference", perhaps another device would 
have made the  poem, instead of the words ' f a r '  and 
' f a r the r '  used 9 and 11 times respect ively  i n  the  
space of 17 l i nes .  It i s  f e l t  t h a t  poems l i k e  t h i s  
and "Lament" could well have been omitted from the 
book and a leaner col lec t ion made, although t h i s  too 
is  a common c r i t i c i sm of a book of t h i s  l eng th  (86 
poems). "Lament" was never meant t o  be a weighty 

.poem, but its f r a i l  use of rhyme - "what does i t  
mean/ not  t o  have been?" - gives G i l l ' s  query on her  
own imagined abortion and subsequent not-existence a 
l i g h t e r  a i r  than such a ser ious  subject  would seem 
t o  warrant. 

Except f o r  the group of pcjems under the  heading 
Paracelsus ( l a s t  sect ion) ,  the  "Alexander Poems", 
"Papa's Statement", "My Moonbath" and "Pierre Tru- 
deau and the  Drowning Bird" a re  the  bes t  products of 

- t h e  marriage of G i l l ' s  old and new s ty les .  This 
volume contains the  t h i r d  and so f a r  the  most com- 
p l e t e  and balanced version of the  Alexander Poems. 
Out of each of the poems emerges a d e f t l y  sculpted 
s p i r i t .  

Tbpic-wise, G i l l  arranges her poems under the 
nine days of her  Novena t o  t h i s  the patron s a i n t  of 
desperate causes. A t  f i r s t  glance it seems t h a t  the  
book is overrun with desperate causes, but c loser  
examination reveals tha t  they a re  in terspersed with 
l i g h t  wi t ty  verse,  proud maternal proclamations 
about her chi ldren and a group of explorations i n t o  
the world of dimensions (Paracelsus). S t i l l  she 
manages t o  f ind  enough desperation t o  give much of 
the  book f a t a l i s t i c  overtones. The second day 
brings a curious melange of poems of imprisonment, 
death a ~ d  events i n  the l i v e s  of her children.  One 
ge t s  the  f ee l ing  t h a t  the  l a t t e r  i s  what allows her 
t o  r e t a i n  he r  san i ty  through the stagnation and f ru-  
s t r a t i o n  she f e e l s  i n  Sackville,  new Brunswick. The 
verses about he r  children a re  d i r e c t ,  juvenile 
statement about t h e i r  dai ly  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and express 

WELCOMES I N Q U I R I E S  FROM E T H N I C  GROUPS, COM- 
MUNITY CENTRES, EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, 
AND OTHERS I N T E R E S T E D  I N  HAVING RESOURCE 
PERSONS SPEAK ON THE A S I A N  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  
CANADA. CALL 9 2 1 - 5 8 5 6  o r  9 6 1 - 3 7 8 1  
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her gra t i tude f o r  t h e i r  company and f o r  the dis t rac-  
t ion they provide from her  imprisonment. Like 
Marian i n  Margaret Atwood's E&bLe Woman, G i l l  
v r i t e e  t h a t  she sees herse l f  being consumed, pre- 
sumably i n  t h i s  case by i n t e l l e c t u a l  impoverishment. 

Her obsessive feel ing of condemnation i s  most 
succinct i n  "Sackville, 1974": 'My l i f e  here r o l l s  by 
e a s i l y /  l i k e  a tumbril gra t ing on the rocks ...I1 The 
gu i l lo t ine ,  one fee l s ,  might already have fa l l en ,  f o r  
l i k e  the tumbril which calmly conveys the  sentenced 
t o  t h e i r  end, she displays a detached acceptance of 
he r  suffocating Sackville existence.  However, the 
condemnation is no t  without s t ruggle ,  a s  i n  "Earth, 
Water, Air and Fire": "You w i l l  want/ t o  break the  
walls/  l i k e  f lushing sewage/ water bureting down the  
cesspool." 

There a r e  a few l i g h t  experiments with con- 
t r a s t s  i n  the "Fif th  Day", and a s  with most things,  
t h a t  which COICeS of its own accord is more na tu ra l  
than what i s  measured or calculated.  Some of each 
may be found here. 

The p o w  of the  "Sixth Day" a r e  not  recommend- 
ed f o r  immigrants t o  Canada. They a r e  poor adver- 
tisements f o r  t h i s  country's winters, fo r  one, which 
were most probably made l e s s  to lerable  f o r  G i l l  by 
her  r e l a t i v e  i so la t ion  i n  Eastern Canada. Neither 
has Milton Acorn impressed her favourably - a "wisp 
of h a i r /  f a l l i n g  onto (his) . . .  b ru t i sh  eye" ("Light, 
Not Fire"). .She f e e l s  an outs ider  i n  t h i s  land 
about which have been painted f a l s e  p ic tu res  of 
"cotton candy" and "merry-go-rounds" ("Letter t o  a 
Prospective Immigrant"). The poems i n  t h i s  sect ion 
should b t r ike  t o  the  hea r t s  of nat ive  Canadians. 
They a re  barbed arrows whose paths a r e  embarassingly 
true. It is no t  so much the  digs abo,ut our "per- 
verse  devil" of winter ("Coming out of Canadian 
Winter"), but those t h a t  pe r t a in  t o  our blinkered 
v i s ion  of happiness i n  $ and C, our r e l a t i v e  lack of 
family and community sense and our disregard f o r  the  
s p i r i t .  "Letter t o  a Prospective Immigrant" says 
sadly: 

Of your soul ,  beware. They deal with 
devilcomerce/ p r o f i t  i n  the  ruthless  , 
ascent of defenses,/ s e a l  themselves i n  
brass  towers.. . / Friends sca t t e re*  a l l  
over the f o r e s t , /  bushed l i k e  the poet sa id . /  

... There is  no joy. Jus t  a long, dul l  ache/ 
i c e  hot  (not even pain) of want. 

We never see ourselves as c lear ly  as o thers .  
The l a s t  section,  e n t i t l e d  "Paracelsus" con- 

t a i n s  works which play with temporal and physical  
dimension. Each one requires  our minds t o  be quick 
a s  hands, a s  i n  "Space is bathed i n  l i g h t /  beyond 
it, darkness./ Roll  back the l i g h t /  see the  dark- 
ness." and "This has t o  be b r i e f /  l i k e  an Einstetn 
equation/. . . l i k e  a creation.  " ("This Has To Be 
Brief"). 

This sect ion of shor t ,  concise poems is  a 
good ending t o  the book. It leaves the reader 
feel ing i n t e l l i g e n t ,  i f  a lso  a l i t t l e  sad. It is  
hoped tha t  G i l l ' s  next publication w i l l  follow 
s t y l i s t i c a l l y  i n  the footsteps of t h i s  one, but 
leave us with a generally more hopeful and h a p ~ y  

. sentiment about ourselves and the word we have 
created.  

- Carol Matsui 

- - 

The Ashnadian 



YOUTH FORUM "80 

On March 29, roughly 100 young people a t tended  
a publ ic  meeting e n t i t l e d  "Youth i n  the  80's" spon- 
sored  by the  Council of  Chinese Canadians i n  Onta- 
r i o  (CCCO). It was he ld  i n  the  Cent ra l  Technical 
High School i n  Toronto. The o b j e c t i v e  was t o  pro- 
v i d e  an oppor tuni ty  f o r  youths of  Chinese descent  i n  
Ontario t o  sha re  t h e i r  concerns and t o  d i s cus s  va- 
r i o u s  s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  

Due t o  bad weather, t he  forum s t a r t e d  o f f  a 
l i t t l e  l a t e ,  bu t  i t  went on smoothly. Most of t he  
people a t t end ing  were of  h igh  school  and un ive r s i t y  
l e v e l s ;  the r e s t  were a d u l t s  mainly i n  educa t iona l  
and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  f i e l d s . .  

Nine s e s s ions  were arranged : "The hu rd l e s  of  
growing up", "The Canadian born Chinese and t h e  i m -  
migrants1', "Education","Interpersonal r e l a t i o n s h i a s "  
"T i l l  marriage do we part" ,  "Is the re  a Chinese Ca- 
nadian i den t i t y?" ,  "Expectations of youth", 'Hul ti- 
cu l tu r a l i sm  : Does i t  work ?", and "E'erceptions of  
moral i ty: .  A l l  these  s e s s ions  were a t tended  by 10 
t : ~  1 5  persons,  and t he  smallness of  t he  groups made 
d iscuss inns  l i v e l y  and s ince re .  

Three s e s s ions  s tood  out  t o  be  t h e  most in -  
i e r e s  t ing :  " T i l l  Marriage Do We pa r t "  d i scussed  t h e  
i s s u e s  of i n t e r r a c i a l  da t i ng  and marriage. There 
seems t o  be  a consensus t h a t  i n t e f r a c i a l  marriages 
are rewarding and fun deuending on t h e  i nd iv idua l s  
involved.  

"The Canadian born Chinese and t he  immigrants" 
examined the  c o n f l i c t s  between the  indigenous Chi- 
ne se  Canadians and Chinese i d g r a n t s .  Most of t he  
p a n e l i s t s  and p a r t i c i p a n t s  be l ieved  t h a t  t he  con- 
f l i c t s  a r e  based on misunderstandings and i t  was 
suggested t h a t  more a c t i v i t i e s  should be organized 
t o  mix t he se  two groups of  Chinese together .  

"Mult icul tural ism : Does it work ?I1 took t h e  
format of a debate wi th  two speakers on one s ide .  
The arguments between the  "pro" and "con" s i d e s  
were q u i t e  heated.  The "pro" team ta lked  of t he  
i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of mu l t i cu l t u r a l i sm  and i ts  funct ion  
i n  c r e a t i n g  n a t i o n a l  un i ty .  The "con" team argued 
t h a t  mu l t i cu l t u r a l i sm  means ghe t t o i za t i on  f o r  many 
e t h n i c  groups (mosaic ?) , it is h y p o c r i t i c a l  t o  
ca r ry  ou t  i n  a b i l i n g u a l  framework, a n d  has  missed 
the  key concerns o f  e t h n i c  i d g r a n t s .  

Though o rgan i ze r s  were somewhat disappointed 
i n  t he  a t tendance ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  found the  forum 
i n t e r e s t i n g  and rewarding. 

JAPANESE FARMERS VS. NeITA AIRPORT 

The Japanese farmers i n  Sanrizuka v i m  t h e  
cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  hew Nar i t a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ai rpor t  
a s  an infr ingement on t h e i r  r i g h t s  t o  a * l i v ing ,  f o r  
i t  involves  the  de s t ruc t i on  of t h e i r  land.  

TO show s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  these  farmers and 
those  involved i n  t h i s  13  yea r  s t rugg le ,  t h e  Asiana- 
d ian  Resource Workshop and t he  Graduate Sociology 

Student  Associat ion (Univers i ty  of  Toronto) co-spon- 
sored  an evening a t  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S tudents '  ' 

Centre on May 24th. It f ea tu red  a s l ide- tape  show 
e n t i t l e d  "Sanrizuka: The Farmers' S t ruggle  f o r  Life" 
and some songs. This p r e sen t a t i on  conveyed the  
moving s t o r y  of how the  farmers d e a l t  wi th  the 
a u t h o r i t y  of Japan,  t h e i r  consciousness and deter-  
mination. Roughly 40 people a t tended  t he  meeting 
and refreshments were provided. 

COMBATTING RACISM I N  THE SCHOOLS 

I f  t he r e  is a p l ace  where people ge t  t oge the r  
and l ea rn  from each o t h e r ' s  experience i n  community 
development i n  a f r i e n d l y  and r e l ax ing  atmosphere, 
t h e  National  Workshop t o  Combat Discrimination i n  
t h e  Schools he ld  a t  a r e s o r t  a r ea  i n  Lac Simon, 
Quebec (June b 1 2 )  was t h e  p lace .  

The workshop was organized by t h e  Educational  
Resources Cooperative (Montreal),  and representa-  
t i v e s  from more than 22 organiza t ions  were present .  
They were qxainly e t h n i c  minori ty organizat ions--  
t h e  Asianadian Resource Workshop, t h e  National  
Black Coa l i t i on  of Canada, Regina Native Women's 
Group, t h e  Afro-Quebec Mul t i cu l t u r a l  Centre,  and 
s o  f o r t h .  The p a r t i c i p a n t s  l e a r n t  about what 
o t h e r  groups have been doing i n  f i g h t i n g  aga in s t  
d i scr imina t ion  on t h e  f i r s t  day. I n  t h e  fol lowing 
two days,  t h r ee  smal l  teams were s e t  up t o  d i s cus s  
thoroughly t he se  i s sues :  c r e a t i n g  and implementing 
ma te r i a l s  t o  combat racism, a l t e r n a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  
t o  combat racism, and organizainglanimating t a c t i c s  
t o  combat racism. The workshop ended with t h e  ex- 
pec t a t i on  t h a t  a sma l l e r  conference w i l l  be he ld  
sometime i n  t h e  f u t r e  t o  eva lua t e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s '  
progress.  

AN EVENING AT THE TROJAN HORSE 

On Ju ly  7 th  b lawr igh  t Arun Mukherji and h i s  
Chetana group joined l o c a l  poe t s  f o r  an evening of 
p o l i t i c a l  Indian  music and poetry.  Taking a break 
from t h e i r  North American t o u r ,  t he  Calcut ta  based 
group performed Mukherj i ' s  reworded Bengali  f o lk  
songs, p lu s  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of Brecht  and Paul  Robeson 
pieces.  

Poets  L i l l i a n  Allen,  Himani Banner j i  and 
izr isantha S r i  Bhaggiyadatta read  t h e i r  own poetry 
which focused on immigrant l i f e  i n  Canada and con- 
d i t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  coun t r i e s  of b i r t h :  r e saec t i ve lv ,  
Jamaica, I n d i a  and S r i  Lanka. 

The evening which was he ld  a t  Toronto 's  Tro- 
j an  Horse Coffee House brought  toge ther  about  one 
hundred and f i f t y  people. The songs and poet ry  
were both very  we l l  rece ived  and "Meri Baba", a 
s a t i r e  on American a i d ,  was performed twice a t  t he  
r eques t  of t he  audience. 



Dear Ed i to r ,  Dear Edi tor :  

A major problem with T.T. Maols a r t i c l e  "Asiana- 
' d i a  and the  Anglo l e f t "  which appeared i n  the w in t e r  

1979/80 e d i t i o n  of  the  Asianadian, is i t s  l a c k  of  a  
coherent  theory of racism. A 1  though Mao i n i t i a l l y  
p l ace s  racism i n  the  context  of Canadian economic 
and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and uses a  c l a s s  a n a l y s i s ,  
u l t ima te ly  he comes to  the  conclusion t h a t  s k i n  co- 
l o u r  is the  major d iv id ing  force .  He s e e s  d iv i s ions  
along colour l i n e s  a s  t ranscending a l l  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  
a s  c l a s s ,  s ex ,  p o l i t i c a l  o r  sexual  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Mao 
s t a t e s :  "Skin colour--nothing more ! This is what 
d iv ides .  I n  Canada, i t  i s  colour ,  n o t  the  i n t e l l e c t  
o r  s t a t u s  t h a t  def ines  l i f e " .  This conclusion l eads  
him t o  d i s ca rd  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a l l i a n c e s  with the  
whi te  working c l a s s ,  f emin i s t s  , gays and Canadian 
l e f t  groups. He adopts  an e s s e n t i a l l y  i s o l a t i o n i s t  
p;olicy and argues " i f  suppor t  i s  t o  come, i t  must 
come from within".  Although no one would deny the  
need f o r  am autonomous, s e l f  d i r e c t e d  movement of 
Asians t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  the rhcism they experience,  
un i ty  among a l l  oppressed groups would appear to be  
c r u c i a l .  

Mao's view of racism a s  t ranscending a l l  o t h e r  
f a c t o r s  and a s  an "emotional f ace t "  r a t h e r  than "a 
r a t i o n a l  element" leaves  one wondering what the 
r o o t s  of racism a r e  and what forms the  s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  i t  should take.  Mao's use of  biomedical 
terms t o  descr ibe  what i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  s o c i a l  
phenomenon, f u r t h e r  clouds ou r  understanding of 
racism. He r e f e r s  to  i t  a s  a  "disease" and a s  a  
"deadly virus".  But racism i s  no t  i n s t i n c t u a l  
ha t r ed  by whi tes  of "coloured" groups, nor is i t  a " . 
"disease" t h a t  can be prevented through medical 
techniques such a s  innocula t ion .  It i s  a s o c i a l  
problem which has  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and ecomomic 
roots  and i t  i s  t o  these a r ea s  t h a t  an ana ly s i s  of 

'racism must address  i t s e l f .  ' 
Stephanie Holbik 
Toron t o ,  Ontario 

No thank you--I do n o t  wish t o  renew my sub- 
s c r i p t i o n  t o  The hianadian. I f e e l  t h a t  your 
magazine should be c a r e f u l  t h a t  i t  does n o t  become a 
veh i c l e  f o r  perpe tua t ing  i t s  own brand of racism. 

When i t  comes t o  i s s u e s  of r igh teousness ,  
th ink  of th'is: " . . . v i r t ua l l y  every v i o l e n t  a spec t  of 
man's inhumanity t o  man t h a t  you can think of ha s  
f r equen t ly  r e s u l t e d  from people ' s  grandiose ly  and 
unhelpfu l ly  blaming o t h e r s  whose a c t i o n s  they (per- 
haps r i g h t f u l l y )  think a r e  wrong. And, j u s t  a s  two 
wrongs do n o t  make a r i g h t ,  ANGER aga ins t  them prob- 
ab ly  c o n s t i t u t e s  t he  WORST way of t r y ing  t o  c o r r e c t  

- L.A. Bums 
. . 

Dear Edi tor  : 

The a r t i c l e  "F i l i p inos  i n  Quebec" by C .  Ordonez 
and E. Sayo had some good p o i n t s  i n  regards t o  po- 
v e r t y  i n  Manila and the  Ph i l i pp ines  a s  wel l  a s  the  
a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  Marcos Embassy i n  Ottawa. While 
t h e i r  a r t i c l e  t r i e d  to  g ive  some i n s i g h t s  i n t o  the, 
P i l i p i n o  an t i -mar t i a l  law movement and i t s  pro- 
gramne, I fpund t h a t  t he r e  were c e r t a i n  e r r o r s  and 
l a c k  o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on some aspec ts .  I would l i k e  
t o  go i n t o  some of  these  problems. 

Both w r i t e r s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  movement a s  "three 
known groups1' which f o r  some reason they neglec ted  
to name. Tko of the  groups were supposed t o  be 
SIipporters of  t he  Nat iona l  Democratic (ND) programme 
while the  t h i r d  was more defens ive  i n  na tu re  "devot- 
ed  t o  the  r e s t o r a t i o n  of c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  i n  t he  
Phil ippines."  While I would agree  t h a t  t he r e  a r e  
"three known groups", I would d isagree  t h a t  two of 
them favoured t he  po1,itical and ND programme. 

The group t h a t  suppor ts  the ND programme i s  the  
Anti-Martial Law Coal i t ion  (AMLC) which i s  an umbre- 
l l a  group f o r  suppor te rs  of the  ND program a s  organi-  
z a t i ona l  d i f f e r ences  a r e  r e a l l y  a  h a i r l i n e  techni- 
c a l i t y .  The o t h e r  two groups a r e  t he  Movement f o r  a  
Free Ph i l i pp ines  (MFT) l e d  by former Senator  Raul 
Hanglapus and the  Fr iends  of  the  F i l i p i n o  People 
(FIT) l e d  by Chari to P lanas  and Daniel B. Schirmer. 
Both o f  these  groups would be i n  the defensive cate- 
gory with the MFT being more p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i en t ed .  
'he MFP tends t o  be  r i g h t  of c e n t r e  wi th  a l i b e r a l  
r e fo rmi s t  o r  cdnserva t ive  s o c i a l  democratic o r  so- 
c i a l  democratic approach. The FFP is  l e f t  of c e n t r e  
and could be descr ibed  a s  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  democratic 
o r  e o c i a l i e t  i n  na ture .  
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While t h e  MFP i s  l e s s  w i l l i n g  t o  co-operate  wi th  
o t h e r  groups,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  AMLC, bo th  t h e  ME? and 
more s o  t h e  FFP b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  p o l i t i c a l  programme, 
whether  ND o r  o therwise  is  n o t  t h e  b e s t  method t o  
b u i l d  a  l a r g e  Anti-Mart ial  Law movement among F i l i -  
p inos ,  Canadians, and Americans. %is is e s p e c i a l l y  
s o  when the  ND programme i s  a l s o  t h e  programme o f  
t h e  new Communist P a r t y  of  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  (CPP) and 
the  New P e o p l e ' s  Army (NPA) whose s t r e n g t h s  and ex- 
p l o i t s  a r e  g r o s s l y  exaggera ted  by t h e  AMLC. Coupled 
w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  Embassies i n  
Ottawa and Washington t o  d i scourage  people  from par-  
t i c i p a t i n g  i n  Anti-Mart ial  Law a c t i o n s ,  t h e  ND pro- 
gramme makes i t  even more d i f f i c u l t  t o  mobi l i ze  peo- 
p l e  because of  t h e s e  unnecessary i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  a  
p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e .  While t h e  MFP h a s  no p o l i t i c a l  
p o s i t i o n  e i t h e r  p ro  o r  con i n  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  ND pro- 
gramme, they do n o t  s e e  such a  programme a s  very  
u s e f u l  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  defense  movement. 

I n s t e a d  t h e  FFT's defense  programme could be 
summarized a s  : a n  end t o  M a r t i a l  Law: r e s t o r a t i o n  of  
c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s ,  an end t o  Canada's and t h e  United 
S t a t e s '  cont inued s u p p o r t  of  t h e  Marcos regime,  and 
se l f -de te rmina t ion  f o r  F i l i p i n o s .  They b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t o  demand t h e  ND programme be  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  movement o n l y  p l a y s  i n t o  t h e  
hands o f  Marcos. 

While my c r i t i c i s m s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  t a c t i c a l l y  
o r i e n t e d ,  I a l s o  have some secondary h i s t o r i c a l  and 
t h e o r e t i c a l  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  ND programme. The ND 
programme's c a l l  f o r  a  c o a l i t i o n  government l e d  Fi-  
l i p i n o  r a d i c a l  n a t i o n a l i s t s  i n t o  suppor t ing  Marcos 
i n  1965 when he  f i r s t  r a n  f o r  t h e  p res idency .  The 
ND program i s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  phoney n a t i o n a l i s t  rhe- 
t o r i c  because i t  b e l i e v e s  (wi thout  any evidence)  
t h a t  t h e  F i l i p i n o  n a t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s  c l a s s  i s  d iv id-  
ed :  b u r e a u c r a t  c a p i t a l i s t s  (bad b o s s e s  opposed t o  
l and  reform) and p r o g r e s s i v e  n a t i o n a l i s t  b o u r g e o i s i e  
(good b o s s e s  suppor t ing  l a n d  reform).  While t h i s  
p i c t u r e  b l u r s  c l a s s  l i n e s ,  it a l s o  n e g l e c t s  t h a t  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s  c l a s s  i s  l i n k e d  both d i r e c t l y  
and i n d i r e c t l y  p o l i t i c a l l y  and economical ly w i t h  t h e  
l a n d l o r d  c l a s s .  Most businessmen a r e  a l s o  l a n d l o r d s  
o r  mar r ied  t o  t h e  l a n d l o r d ' s  daughter .  

I n  many ways, M a r t i a l  Law i n  1972 was f i n a l  
proof (which, sad  t o  s a y ,  some people c a n ' t  s e e )  of  
t h e  inadequac ies  and f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  as- 
p e c t s  of  t h e  ND programme a s  t h e  F i l i p i n o  b u s i n e s s  
c l a s s  a s  a  whole p r e f e r r e d  t h e  "New s o c i e t y "  t o  any 
thought  o f  s e r i o u s  l a n d  reform. I n  l i g h t  of  these  
f a i l u r e s  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  ND pro- 
gramme, I f e e l  t h a t  i t  is  q u i t e  obvious t h a t  on ly  a  
s o c i a l i s t  government of  workers  and fa rmers  can ac- 
complish t h e  economic g o a l s  c a l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  ND 
programme. 

F i n a l l y  w h i l e  arguments e i t h e r  pro o r  con a s  t o  
t h e  ND programme a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  many F i l i p i n o s  
and Canadians, they a r e  q u i t e  t e r t i a r y  a t  t h e  very  
b e s t  t o  the  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  an open, non-sec t a r i a n ,  
and l a r g e  F i l i p i n o  Anti-Mart ial  Law movement i n  
North America. %is i s  what t h e  Marcos Embassy i n  
Ottawa dreads  t h e  very  thought  o f .  Hopefu l ly ,  some 
e lements  and groups w i l l  c e a s e  b a i t i n g  themselves 
and g e t  on w i t h  t h i s  very  impor tan t  work. 

John R. Glenn 
. . 

t h e n t i c  Lofawn d i s h e s ,  bu t  more f o r  t h e  t o u r i s t s .  
Said Joe,  " a t  home, we e a t  n o t h i n g  b u t  meat and 
p o t a t o e s ,  t h a t ' s  why we Lofawn a r e  s o  d i - jek ,  and 
a l s o  why we a l l  look a l i k e ,  same d i e t . ' '  Come t o  
t h i n k  of  i t ,  when was t h e  l a s t  t ime you e v e r  saw 
a  s i -nup Lofawn who d i d n ' t  look a l i k e ?  

Within t h e  l a s t  couple of  decades however, Lo- 
f a h t o w n  h a s  n o t  been t h e  p e a c e f u l ,  t i g h t - k n i t  com- 
munity i t  once was. Wretched, long-haired beggars  
d ressed  i n  r a g s  and brandish ing  s t i l e t t o s ,  f r e e l y  
roam t h e  s t r e e t s  and panhandle passersby .  

The crime r a t e  has  soared  a la rmingly ,  wi th  
r o b b e r i e s  and muggings becoming d a i l y  occurences.  
Drug t r a f f i c k i n g  h a s  run  rampant, e s p e c i a l l y  among 
t h e  youth,  where p h y s i c a l  a d d i c t i o n  t o  hard-core,  
pornographic drugs such a s  mari juana,  h a s h i s h ,  and 
LSD h a s  become t h e  accep ted  s o c i a l  norm. 

To f i n d  ou t  more about  t h e  problem we t a l k e d  
t o  s p e c i a l ,  s e c r e t  s e r v i c e  a g e n t ,  Chuck " the  man" 
Chan, behind t h e  s c e n e s ,  s p e c i a l ,  s e c r e t  s e r v i c e  
l i a i s o n  t o  Lofawntown, who speaks f i v e  d i a l e c t s  
of Lofawn f l u e n t l y ,  and who is  c u r r e n t l y  working on 
a  s i x t h .  

Sa id  ,Chan, "When I was a  k i d ,  you could s a f e l y  
walk down Has t ings  S t r e e t  and s e e  P.N.E. parades.  
But now, a l l  you s e e  a r e  p e r v e r t s ,  pimps and p r o s t i -  
t u t e s .  I t h i n k  t h e  problem can be p a r t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  nervous breakdown of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Lofawn 
family s t r u c t u r e .  The p a r e n t s  used t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  
k i d s ,  bu t  now t h e y ' r e  running w i l d ,  t e a r i n g  around 
i n  ho t  rods ,  aqd smoking p o t .  The k i d s .  t h a t  is. 
Family a s s o c i a t i o n s  such a s  t h e  Capta in  Vancouver 
Club and t h e  Independent Order of  F o r e s t e r s  have l o s t  
e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  community. Organized big- 
t ime cr ime s y n d i c a t e s  such a s  t h e  Mafia. t h e  F.L.Q., 
and t h e  I . R . A .  a r e  moving i n  and t a k i n g  over .  Gas- 
town used t o  be a  n i c e  p l a c e  t o  go slumming, b u t  a l l  
you have t h e r e  now a r e  long-haired,  hippy weirdos 
c o h a b i t i n g  i n  mari juana dens.  One expec ts  t o  f i n d  
e i t : e r  C h a r l i e  Manson o r  Lamont Cranston l u r k i n g  i n  
t h e  shadob of Gasol ine Alley.  

"It 's hard  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  work w i t h  
t h e s e  people because they 've  been condi t ioned  t o  
thousands of  y e a r s  of war fa re  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e .  
J u s t  read  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  books. I t ' s  j u s t  n a t u r a l  
t h a t  t h e y ' v e  developed a  d i s t i n c t  m i s t r u s t  f o r  au- 
t h o r i t y .  

"However", Chan added, " i t ' s  no t  e n t i r e l y  f a i r  
t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  Lofawn a s  a  r a c e  of i n v e t e r a t e  
c r i m i n a l s .  The g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of them a r e  h o n e s t ,  
hard-working,staunch u p r i g h t ,  s o l i d ,  law-abiding 
c i t i z e n s .  H e l l ,  we have a  Lofawn family i n  our  
neighbourhood, who l i v e s  down t h e  s t r e e t .  They ' re  
some of  t h e  n i c e s t  people you'd e v e r  meet anywhere. 
I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  r e a l l y  a  b e a u t i f u l  race  of  people.  

"Lofawntown is  a  c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e  and must be 
preserved ,  not  only a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  t h e  A l l -  
Canadian, V e r t i c a l  Mosaic but a l s o  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  
of f u t u r e  t o u r i s t s  ." 

A t o r t o i s e  and a  h a r e  once had a  r a r e .  The 
t o r t o i s e  e v e n t u a l l y  won, proving a g a i n  t h a t  one 
should  never  underes t imate  a n o t h e r ' s  r a r e .  

i 

Sean Gunn w m  bohn i n  Vehnon, B.C. and a (ouhtlr * ' '  
g e n m a t i o n  Chinene Canadian p o e t ,  Fendeh bmb.int,  ' 

and Ckinatown p o f i t i c d  a c t i v . i n t .  Recency he. w -  
e d i t e d  t h e  Ckinebe and Japanene. Canadian anthology 
--The I n a l i e n a b l e  Rice.  
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