
[on  a dahm domewhehe i n  B h i t i d h  CoLumbia, c i h c a  1 9 3 0 1  

4 



L 

SOME STAYED ON. :. 4 EDITORIAL 
MYLER WlLKlNSON 

1 

, ON THE FIRING LINE 10 
FROM BRIXTON TO BRAZIL ... 7 

RICHARD FUNG 

POETRY 16 

NO NAME CHINA JACKS 11 FACE TO FACE 17 
ANTHONY B. CHAN 

REVIEW 27 ' 

MEMOIRS OF A 
CHINESE SCHOOL DROP-OUT 21 

KEVIN WAN 

A MINORITY VVITHIN 23 
A MINORITY 

SURINDER SlNGH GILL 

The Abianad ian:  An Abian Canadian 
Magazine i s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A s i a -  
n a d i a n  R e s o u r c e  Workshop,  P.O.Box 
1 2 5 6 ,  S t a t i o n  Q ,  T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  
M4T 2P4,  Canada .  C o p y r i g h t  . ( c )  
1982 b v  A s i a n a d i a n  R e s o u r c e  Work- 
s h o p .  A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .  Con- 
t e n t s  may n o t  r e p r i n t e d  w i t h o u t  
p r i o r  w r i t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n .  

ISSN #0705-8861 .  S e c o n d  C l a s s  
M a i l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Number 4 4 3 8 ,  
T o r o n t o ,  Canada .  The Workshop i s  

a  r e g i s t e r e d ,  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
A l l  d o n a t i o n s  a r e  t a x - d e d u c t i b l e .  
P r i n t i n g  i s  by W e l l e r  P u b l i s h i n g .  

P r o d u c t i o n  t h i s  i s s u e :  Danny L e e ,  
T.T. Mao, Aminur  Rahim, Momoye Sug iman  
a n d  D i a n e  Yip .  

The o p i n i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  
a re  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
c o l l e c t i v e .  



The f a c t  t h a t  The Abianadtan i s  s t i l l  
a r o u n d ,  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t s  b i r t h ,  i s  
s o m e t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  a  m i r a c l e - - c o n s i d e r i n g  
o u r  a d m i t t e d l y  - l i m i t e d  r e a d e r s h i p ,  f r a y i n g  
s h o e s t r i n g  b u d g e t  and b u r n t - o u t ,  v o l u n t e e r  
s t a f f .  A l l  a r o u n d  u s  i n  t h e  p a s t  few 
y e a r s  p r o g r e s s i v e  C a n a d i a n  and American 
p e r i o d i c a l s  (e .  g .  Bhanching Out ,  Makaha, 
The Sun FhanclAco Jouhnai)  h a v e  b e e n  
f o r c e d  t o  sdspe t id  p u b l i c a t i o n  due t o  a  
l a c k  o f  f u n d s .  Ye t  t h e  f o o l h a r d y  i n d i v i -  
d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  i n  The Adianadian h a v e  
somehow managed t o  m a i n t a i n  a n  i n s a n e  
t e n a c i t y  w h i c h ,  s o  f a r ,  h a s  p r e v e n t e d  
t h e  magaz ine  f rom f a d i n g  o u t  c o m p l e t e l y .  

R e g u l a r  r e a d e r s  o f  The Abianadian 
h a v e  u n d o u b t e d l y  n o t i c e d  a  m a r k e d - d e c l i n e  
i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  magazine o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  y e a r  and a  h a l f .  The s h i f t  t o  
s p o r a d i c  p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e s  and b l a n d  
n e w s p r i n t  ' i s  c l e a r l y  s y m p t o m a t i c  o f  a  , 
g r o w i n g ,  n a t i o n  wide economic  and  psycho\ 
l o g i c a l  miasma which  seems t o  be  beyond 
o u r  c o n t r o l .  The d e t e r i o r a t i n g  q u a l i t y  
of  t h e  magaz ine  i s  f r u s t r a t i n g  and r e -  
g r e t t a b l e ,  b u t  we r e a l l y  have  no o t h e r  
c h o i c e .  I n  m e e t i n g  a f t e r  m e e t i n g  we 
h a v e  t h r a s h e d  o u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
The A ~ i a n a d i a n  f u t u r e .  We have  con-  
s i d e r e d  f o l d i n g  up c o m p l e t e l y .  We have  
c o r i s i d e r e d  g o i n g  i n t o  h i b e r n a t i o n  f o r  
a  y e a r .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  however ,  we h a v e  
a l w a y s  v o t e d  unan imous ly  t o  t r u d g e  
onward,  d e s p i t e  t h e  huge p i t f a l l s .  

Looking  back  on t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  
v e t e r a n  members o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  c a n  
r e a d i l y  p i n p o i n t  t h e  many e r r o r s  and 
s t u m b l i n g  b l o c k s  e n c o u n t e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  
way-- the  i n e v i t a b l e  s t r u c t u r a l  p r o b l e m s ;  
o u r  o c c a s i o n a l  l a c k  o f  f o q e s i g h t  r e g a r d -  
i n g  e x p e n d i t u r e s ;  h a p h a z a r d  e f f o r t s  a t  
p r o m o t i n g  t h e  magaz ine ;  power i m b a l a n c e s  
- -and t h e  i n a d v e r t e n t  b r u i s i n g  o f  e g o s  
and t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  p o t e n t i a l  c o n t r i -  
b u t o r s  t h r o u g h  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  and o u r  
e a r l i e r  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  a t t i t u d e .  Yes ,  
n e g a t i v e  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  c a n  b e  e n l i g h t e n -  
i n g  and f o r t i f y i n g .  But  t o o  much o f  i t  
can  be  d e b i l i t a t i n g  and s e l f - d e f e a t i n g .  
A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n -  t h e  m a g a z i n e ' s  h i s t o r y  
i t  i s  more u s e f u l  f o r  us  t o  f o c u s  on 
o u r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  
y e a r e ,  s o  t h a t  we c a n  p e r h a p s  f o r g e  a h e a d  
w i t h  renewed hope and c r e a t i v e  e n e r g y .  
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1) To find new dignity and pride in being 

Asian in Canada. 
2) To promote an understanding between Asian . 

Canadians and other Canadians. 
3) To speak out against those conditions, 

individuals and institutions perpetuating 
racism in Canada. 

4) To stand up against the distortions of 
our history in Canada, stereotypes, eco- 
nomic exploitations, and the general 
tendency towards injustice and inequality 
practised on minority groups. 

5) To provide a forum for Asian Canadian 
writers, artists, musicians, etc. 

6) To promote unity by bridging the gap be- 
tween Asians with roots in Canada and 
recent immigrants. 

I n  A p r i l ,  1978 ,  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  
young ,  i d e a l i s t i c  A s i a n  C a n a d i a n s ,  u n i t e d  by 
t h e  above g o a l s ,  r e g i s t e r e d  a  n o n - p r o f i t  , 
c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n - i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  "The As iana-  
d i a n  R e s o u r c e  Workshop". L a r g e l y  i n s p i r e d  by 
t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  As ian  American movement 
which f l o u r i s h e d  on American u n i v e r s i t y  cam- 
p u s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  6 0 s  and e a r l y  7 0 s ,  
t h i s  l o o s e l y  formed g r o u p  s e t  o u t  t o  n u r t u r e  
t h e  deve lopment  o f  a  s i m i l a r  s e n s e  o f  t u l -  
t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  
And t h e y  saw a s  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  v e h i c l e  a )  
q u a r t e r l y  magazine which  would g i v e  A s i a n  . 
C a n a d i a n s  a  c h a n c e  t o  s p e a k  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  , 

For  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  C a n a d i a n  h i s t o r y ,  i n -  
d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  a n c e s t r a l  r o o t s  i n  C h i n a ,  
I n d i a ,  B a n g l a d e s h ,  Hong Kong, J a p a n ,  S i n g a -  
p o r e ,  M a l a y s i a ,  P d k i s  t a n ,  Kampuchea, K o r e a ,  
S r i  L a n k a ,  V i e t  Ngm, I n d o n e s i a ,  T h a i l a n d  
and t h e  p h i l i p p i n e s  were  i n d i t e d  t o  s h a r e  
t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  and f e e l i n g s  i n  a  f r e e  
forum d e v o t e d  e x c l u e i v e l y  t o  them. A s  
Tony Chan,  one of  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  The 
A ~ i a n a d i a n ,  p u t  it  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o :  

The concep t  04  t h e  Ahianadian pehAOn 
i b  a  ?new one i n  much t h e  Aame way aA 
t h e  Abianadian Cu i tuhe .  I t  fhanb cendb 
Apec id i c  e t h n i c  a 6 6 i i i d i o n A  buch aA 
"be ing  Chinehe" oh "be ing  EaAt Indian".  
'It a i b o  thanbcendb Abian h a c i ~ m ,  ceabb 
Lineh--and t h e  Abian t h a d i t i o n ~  0 6  , ~ e x i ~ m , m i ~ i t a h i A m  and heg iona i i bm. .  . 
To 6ind a  new meaning i n  being Abian 
i n  Canada thhough becoming an AAiana- 
d i a n ,  howeveh, mubt come.6hom I . )  hecog- 
n i z i n g  ouh h i b t o h i c a e  and cue tuha i  
 hoot^ i n  Abia and Canada, and 2.) bh id -  
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g i n g  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  A b i a n b  0 6  d i 6 6 e h -  p r e s s i v e  p r o d u c t .  ~t was a l m o s t  l l k e  g i v i n g  
e n t  c u e t u h e b .  R.ecefl t  i m m i g h a n t b  mub t  b i r t h  t o  a  b a b y ,  a s  we c a r r i e d  e a c h  i s s u e  
eeahf l  t h e  Webteh f l  g i d e  6h0m t h o b e  from t h e  p o i n t  o f  g e r m i n a t i n g  i d e a s  f o r  
aeheady  h e h e .  T h o s e  aeheady  h e h e  mus t  p o s s i b l e  a r t i c l e s - - t o  w r i t i n g ,  e d i t i n g  and 
e e a h n  t h e  A s i a n  b i d e  dhom t h o b e  h e c e n t -  t y p i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e s - - t o  d e s i g n  and l a y - o u t ,  

e y  a h h i w e d .  Pehbonae ibm mubt  b e  owthCOme. i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  f o l d i n g ,  s t a p l i n g  and f i n a l l y  
U n i t y  i b  t h e  o f l ey  hecouhbt !  t o  b u h v i w a e .  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be n o t e d  h e r e  

t h a t  t h e  common g o a l s  o f  t h e  A s i a n a d i a n  
t Resource  Workshop were  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  

The p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  magazine was t o  t r a n s c e n d .  any p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n d e e d  a  b o l d  and e x c i t i n g  v e n t u r e  i n t o  which may have  e x i s t e d  be tween  i n d i v i d u a l  
t h e  unknown. when I d r i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  col- C O l l e c t i v e  members. Those who have  come and 
l e c t i v e  on a  whim i n  t h e  summer o f  1978 gone o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  r a n g e d  from 

what  some p e o p l e  migh t  l a b e l  ' M a r x i s t s ' ,  I was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  
e x h i l a r a t i n g  b u r s t  o f  c r a z y  e n e r g y  and  t o  ' s o c i a l  d e m o c r a t s ' ,  t o  'wishy-washy 
s e n s e  o f  community and s o l i d a r i t y  which l i b e r a l s ' .  T h i s  p o l i t i c a l  d i v e r s i t y  h a s  
l a u n c h e d  t h i s  dream c a l l e d  T h e  A b i a d a d i a n .  i ndeed  proven be a as it has  
A f t e r  two o r  t h r e e  m e e t i n g s  I t o o  was p r o v i d e d  t h e  dynamics  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  g rowth .  
i n f e c t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  " A s i a n a d i a n  f e v e r a ' - -  Having been  i n v o l v e d  i n  T h e  A b i a n a -  
a n d ,  as a result ,  I f o u n d  myself commit- d i a n  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  o p t i m i s t i c  s t a g e s ,  
t e d  t o  e d i t i n g  t h e  i s s u e  on A s i a n a d i a n  I am r e a l l y  s a d d e n e d  by i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e .  
women. One c o u l d  w r i t e  a  book a n a l y z i n g  what  went  

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  o f  my wrong. Why d i d n ' t  T h e  A b i a n a d i a n  become a  
i n v o l v e m e n t  I w a t c h e d  t h e  magazine b l o s -  h o u s e h o l d  word ,  e s p e c i a l l y  among t h e  masses  
som i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  r e a l l y  r e m a r k a b l e .  o f  A s i a n  C a n a d i a n s  s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t h i s  
S e y e r a l  members o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  d r o p p e d  c 0 u n t r y ? _ * h e r e  i s  no e a s y  answer  t o  t h i s  , 
o u t  a l o n g  t h e  way, b u t  a t . t h e  same t i m e ,  q u e s t i o n .  I t  can  be  p a r t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
s e v e r a l  more j o i n e d  u s ,  o f f e r i n g  f r e s h  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r s .  I t  can  be  p a r t l y  a t t r i -  
i d e a s  and new c o n t a c t s  t o  t a p .  By t h e  b u t e d  t o  t h e  r a c i s m  and e t h n o c e n t r i s m  which 
autumn o f  1979 we h a d  amassed a l m o s t  300 i n v a r i a b l y  e x i s t s  t o  some e x t e n t  i n  most 
s u b s c r i b e r s  f rom a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  As ian  c o m m u n i t i e s - - t h e  g h e t t o i z e d  m e n t a l i t y  
some o f  o u r  a r t i c l e s  were  b e i n g  r e p r i n t -  which k e e p s  A s i a n  C a n a d i a n s  d i v i d e d  f rom 
e d  i n  o t h e r  p e r i o d i c a l s .  High s c h o o l s  one a n o t h e r .  O r  p e r h a p s  o u r  t i m i h g  was , 
were  i n v i t i n g  us t o  s p e a k  t o  s t u d e n t s  o f f .  I f  o n l y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  members h a d  a c c i -  
a b o u t  A s i a n a d i a n  h i s t o r y .  T h e  Geobe a n d  d e n t a l l y  met a  d e c a d e  e a r l i e r ,  , d u r i n g  t h e  
M a i L  c a l l e d  us up f o r  a  f r o n t  page  l e s s  a p a t h e t i c  d a y s  o f  s t u d e n t  r e v o l t s ,  may 
"Quote  o f  t h e  Day". Our l i t t l e  p o s t  be t h e  magazine c o u l d  have  c r e a t e d  a  
o f f i c e  box  was p a c k e d  w i t h  l e t t e r s ,  s t r o n g e r  i m p a c t  oh young As ian  Canadiqans and 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  o r d e r s  and p r e s s  r e l e a s e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  more s e c u r e l y . .  . . I n  any 
e v e r y  week. By t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1980 we c a s e ,  i t  must be  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  o u r  p r e s e n t  
h a d  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  magazine a s  r e a d e r s h i p  i s  l a r g e l y  c o m p r i s e d  o f  t h e  a l -  
a  r e s p e c t e d ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  As ian  Canad ian  r e a d y  c o n v e r t e d - - t h e  a l r e a d y  p o l i t i c i z e d .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  many p o t e n t i a l  r e a d e r s  and v o i c e  . 1 

The f i r s t  few y e a r s  p r o v i d e d  an c o n t r i b u t o r s  have  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  magazine a s  
e n r i c h i n g  a l b e i t  f r u s t r a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  . " t o o  r a d i c a l  and o n e - s i d e d " ,  and have  t h u s  
f o r  a l l  t h o s e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d .  The r e f u s e d  t o  a s s o c i a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  i t .  1 n  
r o t a t i o n  o f  d u t i e s .  C o l l e c t i v e  d e c i s i o n  an a t t e m p t  t o  c o u n t e r  s u c h  a c c u s a t i o n s ,  we 
making. I m v e n t i n g  new pseudonyms. have  made a  p o i n t  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  a  more 
S e a r c h i n g  t h r o u g h  a n c i e n t  f a m i l y  a lbums b a l a n c e d  view by  i n c l u d i n g  o p i n i o n s  f rom 
a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  f o r  p h o t o g r a p h i c  ' t h e  o t h e r  s i d e '  ( e . g .  t h i i  i s s u e ' s  "Face  
f i l l e r s .  E m o t i o n a l l y  d r a i n i n g ,  mara thon  t o  F a c e " ) .  Some p e o p l e  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  
m e e t i n g s .  A l l - n i g h t  l a y - o u t  s e s s i o n s  t h a t  we go e v e n  d u r t h e r  by t o t a l l y  e r a s i n g  
i n  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  k i t c h e n  o r  l i v i n g  room. o u r  a n g e r  and i n c l u d i n g  more p o p u l a r ,  s a f e  
The s p o n t a n e o u s  exchange  of i d e a s  i n  i t e m s  s u c h  a s  f a m i l y  r e c i p e s  and f a s h i o n  
e n d l e s s  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  shows. We h a v e  b e e n  warned t h a t  we w i l l  
These  a r e  some o f  t h e  more p o s i t i v e  I n e v e r  widen  o u r  r e a d e r s h i p  and d e t  t h o s e  
memories which I have  o f  T h e  A b i a n a d i a n  . c o v e t e d  government  g r a n t s  a s  l o n g  a s  we 
p a s t .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  we d e v e l o p e d  a  sup-  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h a k e  up t h e  s t a t u s  quo .  B u t ,  
p o r t i v e  ne twork  t h r o u g h  o u r  g r a s s r o o t s ,  s h a k i n g  up t h e  s t a t u s  quo  i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  
a l m o s t  m a s o c h i s t i c  commitment t o  t h i s  o u r  g o a l s .  I am a f r a i d  t h a t  by  t o n i n g  
magaz ine .  I t  s o u n d s  t r i t e ,  b u t  i t ' s  t r u e .  down o u r  a n g e r  we would be  compromising 
F o r  many o f  u s ,  i t  was a  k i n d  o f  l p e r s o n a l  o u r s e l v e s  o u t  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  The u n f o r t u n a t e  
g r o w t h '  e x p e r i e n c e ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  term? o f  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  T h e  A b i a n a d i a n  r e p r e s e n t s  

h e i g h t e n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s  anH r e -  a  s m a l l ,  s h r i n k i n g  m i n o r i t y  drawn from s e v e r -  
s h a p i n g  o u r  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  a l  l a r g e r  m i n o r i t i e s - - i . e .  p r o g r e s s i v e  ~ s i a n  
i n  t e r m s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  o u r  t e c h n i c a l  and C a n a d i a n s .  The f u t u r e  o f  t h e  magazine a p p e a r s  
communi'cation s k i l l s .  A s  r e l a t i v e  n o v i c e s  t o  b e  c o n t i n g e n t ,  n o t  o n l y  on h a r n e s s i n g  t h e  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p e r i o d i c a l  p u b l i s h i n g ,  I human e n e r g y  and f u n d s ,  b u t  a l s o  on m a j o r  
t h i n k  we managed t o  p u t  o u t  a  f a i r l y  i m -  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  s t a g n a n t  p o l i t i c a l  



c l i m h t e - - a n d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  c o m p l a c e n t ,  
a p o l i t i c a l  m i n d s  o f  C a n a d i a n s  a s  a  w h o l e .  

The  n e e d  f o r  a n  a l t e r n a t e ,  d i s t i n c t l y  
A s i a n  C a n a d i a n  medium i s  u n d e n i a b l e .  When 
t h e  m a s s a c r e s  o f  c o u n t l e s s  p e a s a n t s  i n  
E l  S a l v a d o r  a n d  t h e  l o s s  o f  3 , 0 0 0  l i v e s  i n  
a  f l o o d  i n  C h i n a  a r e  h i d d e n  away i n  t h e  
b a c k  p a g e s  o f  m a j o r  n e w s p a p e r s  t o  make 
room f o r  f u l l ,  f r o n t  p a g e  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  
R o y a l  Wedd ing ,  t h e r e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  some- 
t h i n g  h o r r i f y i n g l y  w r o n g  h e r e .  

I n  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  T h e  A a i a n a d i a n  
h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g  
a n d  a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  
land f u t u r e .  The  m a g a z i n e  h a s  'made a  m i n u t e  
b u t  v i s i b l e  mark on  A s i a n  C a n a d i a n  h i s t o r y ,  
b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  f o r  - t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t h e  
t h o u g h t s ,  f e e l i n g s  a n d  a r t i s t i c  w o r k s  o f  

t h i s  f a r ,  w i t h  o v e r  a  d o z e n  i s s u e s  b e h i n d  
u s ,  we c a n n o t  g i v e  up t h e  o n g o i n g  s t r u g g l e  
t o  r a i s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  l e v e l s .  R a c i s m ,  
l i k e  s e x i s m  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
b e  a r o u n d  f o r e v e r ,  a s  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  
human b e i n g s  w i l l  e v e r  l o s e  t h e i r  d e s i r e  
t o  e x e r t  power  o v e r  o t h e r  human b e i n g s .  
T h e  A a i a n a d i a n  w i l l  n e v e r  come c l o s e  t o  
a t t a i n i n g  t h e  l o f t y  g o a l s  s e t  b y  t h e  o r i -  
g i n a l  c o l l e c t i v e  members .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  i s  a  m e a n i n g f u l  o n e .  I f  a  
s i n g l e  poem o r  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  m a g a z i n e  
c a n  c a u s e  e v e n  t w o  o r  t h r e e  p e o p l e  t o  
r e a l l y  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  r a c i s m ,  
o r  e x a m i n e  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  v e r t i c a l  
C a n a d i a n  m o s a i c ,  t h e n  we w i l l  h a v e  accom- 
p l i s h e d  s o m e t h i n g  w o r t h w h i l e .  

I 

i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  a  w i d e  s p e c t r u m  o f  A s i a n  I 
C a n a d i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  We h a v e  t o u c h e d  on - MOMOYE SUGIMAN 
s e n s i t i v e  a n d  p r e v i o u s l y  i g n o r e d  i s s u e s  
a n d  e x p o s e d  t o  a l l  C a n a d i a n s  c h a p t e r s  o f  ( a e i a a  Ami , C h i y o  H o h i  
t h i s  n a t i o n ' s  h i s t o r y  w h i c h  d o  n o t  . e x i s t  a e i a b  Da.wn K i y o y e  O n o )  
i n  s c h o o l  t e x t b o o k s .  S i n c e .  we h a v e  come 
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ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS !: !!! 

Are y o u  p l a n n i n g  t o  move 
s o o n ?  I f  s o ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  
know y o u r  new a d d r e s s  s o  
t h a t  y o u  c a n  c d n t i n u e  
r e c e i v i n g  THE ASIANADIAN, 
a n d  we c a n  a v o i d  w a s t i n g  
c o p i e s .  

1 



Some Stayed On: 
the Japanese af Greenwood 

MY LER W I LKI NSON 

A w e a t h e r e d  s i g n  a t  t h e  w e s t  e n t r a n c e  
t o  Greenwood b o a s t s  t h a t  t h i s  t i n y  communi- 
t y  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ' s  West Koo tenay  i s  
t h e  s m a l l e s t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y  i n  Canada .  
Each L a b o u r  Day weekend f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  
p e o p l e  h e r e  c a n  remember a  p a r a d e  h a s  b e e n  
s t a g e d  down t h e  main s t r e e t  o f  t h e  town .  
I t  i s  l i k e  p a r a d e s  i n  s m a l l  t o w n s  e v e r y -  
w h e r e - - f l o a t s  d e c o r a t e d  b y  s e r v i c e  g r o u p s ,  
p o l i c e  s i r e n s ,  t h e  l o c a l  Queen a n d  h e r  
p r i n c e s s e s ,  someone t h r o w i n g  p e a n u t s  a n d  
c a n d i e s  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ;  b i c y c l e s  a n d  d o g s  
a n d  ' p o l i t i c i a n s  wav ing .  The who le  p r o c e s -  
s i o n  t a k e s  l e s s  t h a n *  t e n  m i n u t e s  t o  p a s s .  
T h e r e  is  j u s t  one  t h i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  
a b o u t  a l l  t h i s  wh ich  e v e n  a  c a s u a l  o b s e r v e r  
m i g h t  n o t i c e .  Many o f  t h e  f a c e s  i n  t h e  
crowd a n d  i n  t h e  p a r a d e  h a v e  o r i e n t a l  f e a -  
t u r e s .  Of t h e  1 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  who l i v e  i n  
Greenwood i n  1 9 8 1  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - t h i r d  
a r e  o f  J a p a n e s e  a n c e s t r y .  How t h e y  came t o  
b e  h e r e  i s  n o t  a  s t o r y  most  C a n a d i a n s  r e -  
member w i t h  a n y  p r i d e .  I t  i s  a  s t o r y  whose  
main  e l e m e n t s  i n c l u d e  g l o b a l  w a r ,  m i s p l a c e d  
n a t i o n a l i s m ,  o u t r i g h t  r a c i s m  a n d  g r e e d .  

I t  i s  December ,  1941 .  P e a r l  H a r b o u r  
h a s  j u s t  b e e n  bombed a n d  f e e l i n g s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  2 2 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  o f  J a p a n e s e  a n c e s t r y  on  
B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ' s  c o a s t  r u n  h i g h .  Govern-  
ment p l a n s  a r e  underway which-  w i l l  l e a d ,  
w i t h i n  a  few m o n t h s ,  t o  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  o f  
a l l  "enemy a l i e n s "  f r o m  w i t h i n  a  100 m i l e  
l i m i t  o f  t h e  West C o a s t .  A t  l e a s t  1 6 , 0 0 0  
o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  p e o p l e  who f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  
c a t e g o r y  a r e  C a n a d i a n  c i t i z e n s ,  e i t h e r  b y  
b i r t h  o r  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n .  A l r e a d y  some o f  
them a r e  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  and  w i t h -  
d r a w i n g  s a v i n g s  f r o m  banks .  

I n  Greenwood more t h a n  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  main  s t r e e t  a r e  
empty and  t h e  w i n d  f l a p s  t h r o u g h  b r o k e n  
windows o f  abandoned  homes.  Two h u n d r e d  
p e o p l e ,  t h o s e  who s t a y e d  on a f t e r  t h e  cop-  
p e r  s m e l t e r  and  Granby mine c l o s e d  down 
20 y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  a r e  l i v i n g  h e r e  i n  r e l a -  
t i v e  i s o l a t i o n  350 m i l e s  due  e a s t  o f  Van- 
c o u v e r .  Greenwood i s  known a s  a  ' g h o s t  
town '  t o  e v e r y o n e  e x c e p t  i t s  r e s i d e n t s .  

I n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  1942 o r d e r s - i n -  
c o u n c i l  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
War M e a s u r e s  Ac t  s p e l l  o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  
J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n s  i n  B r i t i s h  Co lumbia .  
W i t h i n  weeks  t h e y  a r e  e v i c t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  
homes.  B o a t s  a n d  c a r s  a r e  impounded a n d  

p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  i s  c o n f i s c a t e d .  About  
2 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  o f  J a p a n e s e  a n c e s t r y  a r e  
p r o c e s s e d  t h r o u g h  H a s t i n g s  P a r k  i n  E a s t  
Vancouver  w i t h i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  a n d  t h e n  
s e n t  o u t  on r o a d  b u i l d i n g  c r e w s  i n  t h e  
I n t e r i o r ;  t o  work i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  camps 
on  t h e  P r a i r i e s - - a n d  mos t  i m p o r t a n t l y  t o  
t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  Greenwood a n d  o t h e r  d e t e n -  
t i o n  c e n t r e s  w h i c h  were  c r e a t e d  i n  i s o l a t e d  
a r e a s  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ' s  I n t e r i o r .  
Twelve  t h o u s a n d  e v a c u e e s  e v e n t u a l l y  f o u n d  
t h e i r  way t o  t h e  f i v e  camps i n  t h e  Koo tenay  
r e g i o n ,  p l u s  one  more n e a r  Hope. L a t e r  t h e y  
wou ld  r e c e i v e  o f f i c i a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n -  
f o r m i n g  them t h a t  t h e  C u s t o d i a n  o f  Enemy 
A l i e n  P r o p e r t y  h a d  s o l d  t h e i r  h o u s e s  and  
b o a t s  a n d  l a n d s  i n  t h e i r  a b s e n c e .  T h e r e  
was much b i t ' t e r n e s s .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  h a d  b e e n  
f o r c i b l y  g e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  a n d  
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  up.  Any 
f u t u r e  payment  i n  c a s h  c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  
e n o u g h .  The p e o p l e  o f  F resnwood  r e a d  
a b o u t  t h e s e  e v e n t s  i n  t h e i r  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  
t h e y  l i s t e n e d  on t h e i r  r a d i o s .  F o r  t h e  
most  p a r t  t h e y  b e l i e v e d ,  l i k e  e v e r y o n e  
e l s e ,  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t o l d .  T h e s e  J a p a n e s e  
n a t i o n a l s  a n d  J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n s  w e r e  
" t h r e a t s  t o  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y "  a n d  h a d  t o  
b e  p l a c e d  u n d e r  d e t s n t i o n  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  war .  

The Mayor of Greenwood,  W.E.McArthur, 
a  man o f  some v i s i o n ,  was  aware  o f  t h e  
n e e d  f o r  d e t e n t i o n  c e n t r e s  f o r  t h e  e v a c u -  
e e s .  He was a l s o  p a i n f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  
empty b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  main  s t r e e t  o f  h i s  
town a n d  o f  a  d i m i n i s h i n g  t ' ax  r o l l .  On 
A p r i l  1, 1942  a  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  
i n  Greenwood t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e ,  
J a p a n e s e .  A l l  b u t  s i x  of t h e  48 c l t i z e n s  
who a t t e n d e d  v o t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  e v a c u e e s .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a  p e t i t i o n  was c i r c u l a t -  
e d  i n  t h e  Okanagan t h a t  f l a t l y  s t a t e d  n o  
J a p a n e s e  were  w a n t e d .  I n  n e a r b y  Grand  
F o r k s ,  vehement  e d i t o r i a l s  w e r e  r u n  i n  
t h e  Ghand Fahkd Sun ,  (now d e f u n c t ) ,  s l a n -  
d e r i n g  t h e  J a p a n e s e  r a c e .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v -  
e r a l  a r g u m e n t s  p u t  f o r t h  t o  e x p l a i n  why 
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Greenwood d e c i d e d  t o  a c c e p t  
t h e  J a p a n e s e  i n t o  t h e i r  community.  Of t h e s e  
t h e  mos t  Obv ious  i s  e c o n o m i c .  The J a p a n e s e  
were  e x p e c t e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  g o o d s ,  pay  r e n t  
a n d  e a t ,  much l i k e  anyone  e l s e .  T h e r e  
i s  a l s o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  



Greenwood. The town e x i s t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  min- 
e r a l s  i n  t h e  e a r t h  and  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  
y e a r s  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y  i t  a c c e p t e d  p e o p l e s  
o f  many r a c e s  a n d  e t h n i c  ' o r i g i n s  t o  work 
i n  t h e  m i n e s .  Dominant  c l i q u e s  a n d  na -  
t i o n a l i t i e s  h a d  a  more d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  form- 
i n g  h e r e  t h a n  i n  some o t h e r  I n t e r i o r  
c o m m u n i t i e s .  I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  
c e r t a i n  amount o f  g o v e r n m e n t  p r e s s u r e  was 
b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  on t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n ,  
a l t h o u g h  doucment s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  a r e  n o t  
r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  W h a t e v e r  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  
r e a s o n s ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Greenwood a c c e p t e d  
t h e  J a p a n e s e - - s o m e t h i n g  few o t h e r  towns  
i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  do.  

Greenwood was not .  t h e  l a r g e s t  d e t e n -  
t i o n  camp--at  i t s  p e a k  it would  h o u s e  j u s t  
o v e r  1 , 2 0 0  J a p a n e s e .  By O c t o b e r ,  r942  
t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  4 ,800  e v a c b e e s  i n  t h e  S l o -  
c a n  V a l l e y  a n d  New Denver  h a d  a b s o r b e d  
1 , 7 0 0  more .  But  o f  a l l  t h e  I n t e r i o r  camps ,  
w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  New D e n v e r ,  
Greenwood was  t o  b e  t h e  most  p r o f o u n d l y  
i n f l u e n c e d  by  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  wou ld  
O v e r - t a k e  i t .  U n l i k e  o t h e r  camps ,  s u c h  
a s  Sandon  a n d  Tashme,  a n d  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  S l o c a n  V a l l e y ,  Greenwood was a n  op- 
e r a t i n g  town w i t h  mos t  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  
t h a t  make up a  l i v i n g  community.  Along- 
s i d e  t h i s  f a c t  w e r e  t h e  empty  b u i l d i n g s  
t h e m s e l v e s - - l e s s  t h a n  a  h a n d f u l  were  s t i l l  
i n  u s e .  The  r e m a i n d e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a t  l e a s t  
two  h o t e l s ,  y e r e  b o a r d e d  up b u t  s t i l l  
s t r u c t u r a l l y  s o u n d .  T h i s  vacuum c o u l d  b e  
f i l l e d  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e  w i t h o u t  c r o w d i n g  
o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s .  I n  s u c c e e d i n g  y e a r s  a  
d e v e l o p i n g  wood i n d u s t r y  b e g a n  t o  p r o v i d e  
j o b s ,  b u t  t h i s  was i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I n  t h e  
s p r i n g  o f  1942  ;he 200 i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
Greenwood w e r e  f a c e d  w i t h  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e  
1 , 2 0 0  ~ a p ~ n e s e .  who a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t .  
The s l e e p y  community wou ld  s e e  i t s  p o p u l a -  
t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  s i x - f o l d  w i t h i n  t h e  s p a c e  
o f  a  few weeks .  The r e s e t t l e m e n t  was 
v i e w e d ' a s  t e m p o r a r y  a n d  few p e o p l e  p r e d i c -  
t e d  a  l a s t i n g  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  two c u l -  
t u r e s .  T h i r t y - n i n e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t  t h e  
numbers  o f  J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  
community p o i n t  t o  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  
c o n c l u s i o n s .  

By m i d - A p r i l ,  1942 work c r e w s  w i t h  t h e  
= h e  B . C .  S e c u r i t y  Commiss ion ,  t h e  body  r e -  
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  J a p a n e s e ,  h a d  
begun  t o  make l o n g  abandoned  homes a n d  ho-  
t e l s  i n  Greenwood h a b i t a b l e .  T h e r e  was 
n o  l u x u r y .  Double-wide  wooden b u n k b e d s  
f i l l e d  two and  s o m e t i m e s  t h r e e  w a l l s  o f  e a c h  
h o t e l  room. E n t i r e  f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  i n  one  ' 

room a n d  s h a r e d  communal c o o k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  
T h e r e  was w a t e r ,  b u t  i t  was a l l  c o l d - - a s  
was  t h e  f i r s t  w i n t e r  t h e  J a p a n e s e  s p e n t  i n  
s u c h  p o o r l y  h e a t e d  a c c o m o d a t i o n s .  

t A woman who w i t n e s s e d  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  
t h e  J a p a n e s e  i n  Greenwood t r i e d  t o  p u t  t h e  
f e e l i n g s  o f  t h a t  t i m e  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e :  
" I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o o k  b a c k  a n d  s e e  a  
t h i n g  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h o s e  y e a r s .  T h e r e  
was an  a l l - o u t  w a r  e f f o r t ,  p a t r i o t i s m  was 
r u n n i n g  h i g h . .  . p e o p l e  b e l i e v e d  more o f  w h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  t o l d . "  

The Fuhui 6amiLy pfiovided a b p e c i a L ' h o h t  
0 6  t h a n b p o h f  duhing 1 9 6 4  Labouh Day 
6 e n t i v i t i e b .  

T h e r e  was l i t t l e  p u b l i c  p r o t e s t  when 
t h e  t r a i n l o a d s  o f  J a p a n e s e  b e g a n  moving 
o u t  o f  Vancouver  f o r  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f .  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  W h i l e  t h e y  
c o u l d  move w i t h  r e l a t i v e  f r eedom i n s i d e  t h e  
camps ,  a n d  w e r e  p a i d ,  e v e n  i f  p o o r l y ,  f o r  
t h e i r  w o r k ,  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  o f  p l a c e s  s u c h  a s  
Greenwood c o u l d  n o t  f o o l  t h e m s e l v e s ' - - t h e y  
w e r e  u n d e r  d e t e n t i o n  a w a i t i n g  t h e  n e x t  
government  d e c i s i o n  on t h e i r  f a t e .  

W i t h i n  a  few weeks  o f  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  
t h e  work c r e w s ,  r u d i m e n t a r y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  
i n  Greenwood w e r e  c o m p l e t e d .  Each  d w e l l i n g  
was marked w i t h  a  l a r g e  w h i t e  numher and  
t h e  e v a c u e e s  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  s p e c i f i c  
b u i l d i n g s .  The p r e s e n t  T r a v e l l e r ' s  C a f e  
on t h e  main  s t r e e t ,  t h e n  t h e  P a c i f i c  
H o t e l ,  was marked w i t h  a  # l .  A young g i r l  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  B e t t y  Kohn, remembers  how 
i t  was t h a t  t h e  community w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  
f i q s t  t r a i n  l o a d  o f  J a p a n e s e :  " I t  was a  
s p r i n g  day i n  A p r i l  when t h e y  came. We h a d  
n e v e r  s e e n  J a p a n e s e  b e f o r e .  I w i l l  n e v e r  
f o r g e t  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  and  w a t c h -  
i n g  t h e  b a b i e s  b e i n g  p a s s e d  o u t  t h e  t r a i n  
windows. .  . I  was 15  y e a r s  o l d  and  I d i d  
n o t  t h i n k  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  
o f  w h a t  I saw. D i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  
h a d  a b s o r b e d  o u r  community f o r  w e e k s ;  t h e  
f e e l i n g  was t h a t  t h e r e  was a  p l a c e  f o r  
them h e r e .  .. We h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  up i n  
Greenwood a n d  t h o u g h t  it was a  v e r y  n i c e  
p l a c e ,  b u t  t o  t h e s e  p e o p l e  f rom t h e  c i t y  
it  must  h a v e  seemed l i k e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  
w o r l d .  I t  was an  i n s u l a r  w o r l d  w i t h  
l i t t l e  o u t s i d e  c o n t a c t  s o  we d i d n ' t  s e e  
o u r s e l v e s  a s  b e i n g  d i f f e r e n t .  I t  was a  
s h o c k  t o  l e a r n  l a t e r  t h a t  I was  b r o u g h t  
up i n  wha t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  c o n s i d e r e d  a 
' g h o s t  town '  . " 

The s h o c k  was n o t  o n e  s i d e d .  F o r  t h e  
J a p a n e s e  who l o o k e d  o u t  t h e  t r a i n  windows ,  
Greenwood m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  seemed t h e  l a s t  
s t o p  b e f o r e  t h e  t r a i n  w e n t  o v e r  t h e  e d g e  
o f  t h e  e a r t h .  They saw a  n a r r o w  m o u n t a i n  
v a l l e y  w i t h  a  few s t r e e t s  o f  empty b u i l d -  
i n g s  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  
a  s e t t l e m e n t .  S t a r i n g  b a c k  a t  t hem from 
t h e  p l a t f o r m  w e r e  mos t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  
Greenwood. 

,THE A S T A N A D T A N  



The f i r s t  m e e t i n g  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  
a s  " n e i t h e r  warm n o r  c o l d  b u t  c a u t i o u s " .  
The J a p a n e s e  w e n t  q u i e t l y  t o  t h e i r  a l l o t t e d  
r e s i d e n c e s  a n d  i n  one  h o u r  o f  one  day  Green-  
wood was t r a n s f o r m e d  f o r e v e r .  T h e r e  a r e  
r e a s o n s  why t h i s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  s h o u l d  h a v e  
gone o f f  s o  q u i e t l y .  The J a p a n e s e  h a v e  a  
s a y i n g ,  4 h i k a t a - g a - n a i ,  which  t r a n s l a t e d  
l o o s e l y  m e a n s ,  " I t  c a n ' t  b e . h e l p e d W .  I t  i s  
a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  a c c e p t a n c e ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  r e -  
s u l t  o f  a n  u p b r i n g i n g  w h i c h  was t h e n  s t i l l  
r i c h l y  s t e e p e d  i n  t h e  f a t a l i s m  i m p l i c i t  
w i t h i n  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  Buddhism.  I t  i s  a n  
a t t i t u d e  o f  f o r e b e a r a n c e  i n  d i f f i c u l t  c i r -  
c u m s t a n c e s ,  a  me thod  o f  s u r v i v a l .  

T h a t  f i r s t  summer t h e  f i r s t  J a p a n e s e  
g a r d e n  p l o t s  r i p e n e d .  L a t e r  communi ty  b a t h s  
w e r e  s e t  up and  c r e m a t i o n  s i t e s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  

' i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .  A b e a n  
c a k e  s h o p  o p e n e d  i t s  d o o r s  f o r  b u s i q e s s .  
B r i n g i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l s  a s  t a i l o r s  and  seam- 
s t r e s s e s  w i t h  t h e m ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  c o n d u c t e d  
s e w i n g  and  s i l k  e m b r o i d e r y  c l a s s e s .  T h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d e d  Christian e l e m e n t a r y  
s c h o o l s  a n d  w i t h i n  a  y e a r  o f  a r r i v i n g  i n  
Greenwood t h e  f i r s t  J a p a n e s e  b e g a n  a t t e n d -  
i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l .  I n  many ways  t h e i r  i n t e -  
g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  community was r e m a r k a b l e  i n  
i t s  q u i c k n e s s ,  b u t  i n  o t h e r  l e s s  o b v i o u s  
ways t h e r e  r e m a i n e d  a s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c u l t u r e s  

I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1980  t h e  J a p a n e s e  
C a n a d i a n  communi ty  o f  Greenwood p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  i t s  3 8 t h  c o n s e c u t i v e  L a b o u r  Day c e l e b r a -  
t i o n s .  I n  t h e  p a r a d e  was a  f l o a t  w i t h  b o y s  
a n d  g i r l s  d r e s s e d  i n  J a p a n e s e  c o s t u m e .  I n  
t h e  f a c e s  o f  s e v e r a l  of  t h e s e  r e m a r k a b l y  
b e a u t i f u l  c h i l d r e n  was a  m i x t u r e  o f  c a u c a -  
s i a n  a n d  o r i e n t a l  f e a t u r e s .  Twenty  y e a r s  
e a r l i e r  a n  o b s e r v e r  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  s e e n  
a n y  o f f s p r i n g  o f  mixed  p a r e n t s .  The f i r s t  
i n t e r m a r r i a g e  o c c u r r e d  i n  1955 .  M r s .  Showny 
~ i g a s h i  , f o r m e r l y  J e a n  C l a r k ,  remembers  t h e  
r e a c t i o n  t o  h e r  m a r r i a q e :  "The community 
was s h o c k e d .  T h e r e  was g r e a t  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  o u r  m a r r i a g e  and t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r e s s u r e  
was t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  wou ld  n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d  
. . . . b u t  we w e r e  s t u b b o r n  I g u e s s . "  O t h e r  
m a r r i a g e s  s o o n  f o l l o w e d .  Today a  c a s u a l  
v i s i t o r  t o  Greenwood w i l l  s e e  many c h i l d r e n  
o f  mixed  p a r e n t a q e .  

- -  . 
The H i g a s h i ' s  e l d e s t  s o n ,  Shawne,  is 

now i n  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  E a s t e r n  Canada .  W h i l e  , 

s t i l l  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  h e  c o m p i l e d  a  r e p o r t  
on t h e  J a p a n e s e  i n  Greenwood and  s u r r o u n d -  
i n g  a r e a s .  I t  i s  a  moving a c c o u n t  o f  how a  
p e o p l e  were  u p r o o t e d  a n d  f o r c e d  t o  make new 
l i v e s .  He b e g i n s  by  s a y i n g  h e  i s  A a n b e i ,  
o r  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n  J a p a n e s e  i n  Canada .  
E n s u i n g  p a g e s  i n c l u d e  o f f i c i a l  d o c u m e n t s ,  
l e t t e r s ,  p e r s o n a ' l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  i n t e r -  
v i e w s  w i t h  i b n e i  ( f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  J a p a n e s e  
i n  C a n a d a )  a n d  n i 4 e i  ( s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n )  ., 

T o i c h i  N i t s u i ,  who h a s  s i n c e d  p a s s e d  
away,  r e c o u n t s  how h e  was a  veteran o f  
World  War One i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  Army--and 
t h e n  how t h e  f i s h i n g  b e a t  a n d  an  i s l a n d  h e  
owned on t h e  West C o a s t  w e r C  c o n f i s c a t e d  
i n  1942.  He c o n c l u d e s :  " L a t e r  I Was p a i d  
$ 1 , 0 0 0  ( b y  t h e  C u s t o d i a n  o f  Enemy A l i e n  
P r o p e r t y )  f o r  my i s l a n d  a n d  my f i s h i n g  
b o a t .  I n e v e r  s o l d  t h a t  i s l a n d ,  I s t i l l  
h a v e  t h e  t i t l e . "  

A f e l l o w  t r a v e l l e r  remembers  t h e  
t r i p  t o  Greenwood: " E v e r y t h i n g  we h a d  was  
s t a m p e d  w i t h  a  number .  O u r , n u m b e r  was 
1182 .  I w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t  n u m b e r - - i t  
i s  s t a m p e d  i n  my mlnd f o r e v e r .  

S h a w n e ' s  f a t h e r  h a s  b e e n  a s k e d  
a b o u t  t h e  w o r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  . many t i m e s  b e f o r e  a n d  h e  \ h a s  a  r e a d y  a n s -  
w e r :  " I t  was b e i n g  i n  H a s t l n g s  P a r k  a n d  
n o t  h a v i n g  a  b a t h  f o r  t w o  d a y s , "  h e  s a y s  
w i t h  i r o n i c  humour.  He a d m i t s  t h o u g h  t h a t  
t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  damage done  t o  t h e  
J a p a n e s e  C a n a d i a n s  d u r i n g  Wor ld  War I1 
w i l l  n e v e r  b e  e n t i r e l y  f o r g o t t e n .  

Shawne H i g a s h i  e n d s  h i s  r e p o r t : " M y  
f a t h e r  was 15  y e a r s  o l d  t h e  d a y  h e  a r r i v e d  
i n  Greenwood and  34 y e a r s  l a t e r  a s  I am 
1 5 ,  I w r i t e  t h i s  r e p o r t . "  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  w a r ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  
b e g a n  l e a v i n g  t h e  d e t e n t i o n  camps i n  l a r g e  
numbers .  Under  g o v e r n m e n t  u r g i n g ,  many 
J a p a n e s e  moved e a s t  t o  t h e  P r a i r i e s  and 
b e y o n d .  O t h e r s  c h o s e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  J a p a n .  
E v a c u e e s  wou ld  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  r e - e n t e r  
t h e  c o a s t a l  r e g i o n  o f  B.C. u n t i l  1 9 4 9 ,  
b u t  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  by  mid- 
1 9 4 7  t h e  d e t e n t i o n  camps were n o  l o n g e r  
i n  e x i s t e n c e .  

F o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  y e a r s  t h e  
J a p a n e s e  h a d  b e e n  i n  d e t e n t i o n  ' a t  Green-  
wood. T h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b o r n  t h e r e .  
When t h e  camps b e g a n  t o  c l o s e  many a s k e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  same q u e s t i o n  M r s .  Kohn 
p u t  t o  me: "They made a  l i f e  ' f o r  them- 
s e l v e s  here- -why s h o u l d  t h e y  l e a v e . "  

F o r  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  number  t h e  
a n s w e r  was  o b v i o u s .  T h e r e  was n o  r e a s o n  

, 
I n  1 9 4 3 ,  a yeah aQReh t h e  a h h i v a e n e -  Myleh WiLk inbon  i n  a d h e e l a n c e  w h i t e h  
Japanene i n  Gkeenwood, t h e i h  h o 6 t b a l l  t e a m  h e b i d i n g  i n  Ghand Fokkn , B. C .  - - a dew' 
wad e n t e h e d  i n  t h e  Labouh Day RouhnarnenX. m i l e 4  away d h ~ m  Gheenwood. 
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The F e s t i v a l  o f  F e s t i v a l s  i s  a  g r e a t  
b o o n  t o  T o r o n t o  f i l m  b u f f s ,  n o t  o n l y  be -  
c a u s e  o f  t h e  r a n g e  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  f i l m s  
t h a t  come h e r e  e v e r y  S e p t e m b e r ,  b u t  a l s o  
b e c a u s e  some c i n e m a s  c o n t i n u e  t o  show t h e  
mos t  . p o p u l a r  f i l m s  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  d i r e c t o r  
h a s  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  o r  h e r  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  
s i l v e r  p a s s  h o l d e r s  h a v e  s l i n k e d  b a c k  t o  
t h e i r  o f f i c e s  a f t e r  a  p r e t e n d  week a t  
Cannes  . 

The f e s t i v a l  a c t s  a s  a  s h o w c a s e  t o  
d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  a  b a s i c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  l o t .  
I f  a  f i l m  i s  w e l l  a c c l a i m e d ,  and  more i m -  
p o r t a n t l y ,  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  a t  t h e  f e s t i v a l ,  
i t ' s  more l i k e l y  t o  a p p e a r  f o r  a  t r i a l  r u n  
i n  a  r e g u l a r  c i n e m a .  Even t h o u g h  mos t  
c i n e m a s  ( o n e  s h o u l d  s p e a k  o f  " c i n e m a  c h a i n s "  
t h e s e  d a y s )  d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h e  c h a n c e  
w i t h  a  s u b t i t l e d  o r  d o c u m e n t a r y  f i l m ,  T o r -  
o n t o  a u d i e n c e s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  t r e a t e d  
t o  s u c h  e x c e l l e n t  f a r e  a s  BabyLon, G a i j i n ,  
Phibon doh W o m e n  a n d  P i x o t e .  The a p p e a r a n c e  
o f  t h e s e  f i l m s  on  t h e  f i r s t  r u n  c i r c u i t  i s  
a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  F e s t i v a l  o f  F e s t i v a l s  

I n d i r e c t l y ,  t h e  f e s t i v a l  p r o d u c e s  a n  
i m p o r t a n t ,  i f  n o t  o f t e n  r e c o g n i z e d ,  e f f e c t  
on  t h e  O n t a r i o  C e n s o r  B o a r d .  By f o c u s s i n g  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  f i l m  w o r l d  o n  T o r o n t o ,  
t h e  B o a r d  f i n d s  i t s e l f  f a c e d  w i t h  i n t e r n a -  
t i o n a l  r i d i c u l e  f o r  i t s  c o n d e s c e n d i n g  p u r i -  
t a n i s m .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  f e s t i v a l  h a s  
b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  d o l l a r  
t e r m s .  E x p l i c i t l y ,  T o r o n t o ,  a n d  O n t a r i o  
d e s p e r a t e l y  c r a v e  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  a n d  t h e  
c o n s e q u e n t  t o u r i s t  money t h a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  
g e n e r a t e s .  S i n c e  h e a v y  a r t i s t i c  c e n s o r s h i p  
and  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i l m  f e s t i v a l s  d o  n o t  g o  
h a n d  i n  h a n d ,  we h a v e  s e e n  t h e  O n t a r i o  Cen- 
s o r  Boar'd a l l o w  u n c u t  s c r e e n i n g s  t o  l i m i t e d  
a u d i e n c e s  a t  t h e  f e s t i v a l .  The  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  b r i l l i a n t  B r a z i l i a n  f i l m ,  P i x o t e ,  was 
p a s s e d  f o r  a  r e g u l a r  c i n e m a  r u n  a f t e r  t h e  
f e s t i v a l  ( a l b e i t  w i t h  t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  
i t  b e  shown i n  o n l y  o n e  c i n e m a  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
p r o v i n c e )  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  O n t a r i o  . 
g o v e r n m e n t .  

T h i s  y e a r ' s  f i l m s  w e r e  g r o u p e d  i n t o  
e l e v e n  c a t e g o r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g :  " L a u g h i n g  
M a t t e r s :  A Comedy R e t r o s p e c t i v e " ,  "The 
Wor ld  o f  A n i m a t i o n " ,  t h e  work  o £  T u r k i s h  
Yi lmaz  ~ i i n e y :  "A P o l i t i c a l  P r o f i l e "  a n d  
" B u r i e d  T r e a s u r e s " .  S e v e n t e e n  s t o r y  f e a -  
t u r e s  a n d  d o c u m e n t a r i e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n .  a  
s e c t i o n  e n t i t l e d  " C u l t u r e  Unde r  P r e s s u r e " .  

I n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  p r o -  
g rammer ,  J i m  Munro ,  w r o t e  i n  t h e  F e s t i v a l  
o f  F e s t i v a l s  c a t a l o g u e  t h a t  t h e s e  f i l m s  
" r u n  t h e  t h e m a t i c  gamut  f r o m  c u l t u r a l  cele-1 
b r a t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  a l i e n a t i o n  a n d  l e n d  a n ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  t o  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  i s -  
s u e s  common t o  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s .  W h e t h e r  
t h e y  a r e  s e t  i n  T o r o n t o ' s  K e n s i n g t o n  o r  
L o n d o n ' s  B r i x t o n ,  t h e s e  f i l m s  a r e  n o t  e x -  
e r c i s e s  i n  jackhammer  dogma, n o r  a r e  t h e y  a  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  q u a i n t ,  p a r o c h i a l  f a i r y  
t a l e s .  They a r e  f i l m s  by  f i l m m a k e r s  wkose  
c o n c e r n  w i t h  s o c i a l  i s s u e s ,  p o l i t i c s - - a n d  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d r a m a s  t h e r e i n - - a ' r e  o f  t e n  
d i r e c t  t o  t h e i r  own l i v e s . "  

The  f i r s t  f i l m  s c r e e n e d  i n  t h e  " C u l -  
t u r e  Under  P r e s s u r e "  s e c t i o n  was  f r o m  B r i -  
t a i n :  F r a n c o  R o s s o ' s  BabyLon, a  f i l m  a b o u t  
b l a c k ,  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  y o u t h  i n  B r i x t o n ,  t h e  
now famous  d i s t r i c t  o f  London.  A f t e r  t h e  
s c r e e n i n g  R o s s o  s a i d  t h d t  b e i n g  o f  I t a l i a n  
o r i g i n ,  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  e m p a t h i z e  w i t h  p e o -  
p l e  who a r e  b o r n  i n  B r i t a i n  b u t  n o t  r e g a r d -  
e d  a s  B r i t i s h .  One f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  young  
men i n  RabyLon d o  ' no t  e v e n  h a v e  t h e  c h o i c e  
o f  t r . a d i n g  i n  t h e  a l i e n a t e d  B r i t a i n  o f  
t h e i r  b i r t h  f o r  t h e  J a m a i c a  o f  t h e i r  p a r -  
e n t s - - t h e  J a m a i c a  o f  t h e i r  d i a l e c t ,  t h e i r  
m u s i c  and  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m .  

THE A S I A N A V I A N  



The C a r i b b e a n  i s l a n d  h a s  become f o r  them 
a l m o s t  wha t  E t h i o p i a  i s  t o  t h e  R a s t a $  o f  
J a m a i c a .  T h a t  i s ,  a n  unknown, somewhat 
m y t h i c a l  p l a c e  t h a t  s h a r e s  o n l y  i t s  name 
w i t h f  t h e  a c t u a l  g e o g r a p h i c a l  e n t i t y .  

With  s t u n n i n g  r e a l i s m  ( I  f o u n d  i t  
h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  BabyLon was n o t  made 
by  a  J a m a i c a n )  t h e  f i l m  e x p l o r e s  t h e  w a l l e d  
i n  f e e l i n g  o f  b e i n g  n o n - w h i t e  i n  a  r a c i s t  
s o c i e t y - - a n d  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  o r  w o r s e ,  job-  
l e s s ,  i n  a  d e c a y i n g  c a p i t a l i s t  e c o n o m i c  
s y s t e m .  I n  t h e  B r i t a i n  o f  t o d a y  t h e  young 
men i n  BabyLon h a v e  n o  f u t u r e .  N e i t h e r  by  
r e g g a e ,  R a s t a f a r i a n i s m  n o r  g a n j a ;  n o r  
S e a t i n g  up women and  g a y s ,  c a n  t h e y  g e t  t o  
t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e i r  o p p r e s s i o n .  Comple ted  
i n  1 9 8 0 ,  BabyLon e e r i l y  f o r e s h a d o w s  and  
e x p l a i n s  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  1 9 8 1  B r i k t o n  
r i o t s .  

Whi le  BabyLon f o c u s e d  on t h e  c h i l d r e n  
o f  i m m i g r a n t s ,  Leb VoLeuhb de  Job  (Where 
Money Grows on T r e e s )  i s  a  C a n a d i a n  f i l m  
w h i c h  e x p l o r e s  wha t  i m m i g r a n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  
e x p e c t  when t h e y  a r r i v e  i n  Canada  and  wha t  
t h e y  a c t u a l l y  g e t .  T h i s  f i l m  b y  T a h a n i  
Rached i s  n o t  a s  c o n f i d e n t ,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
o r  p o l i s h e d  a s  BabyLon. I t  is, o b v i o u s  
t h a t  i t s  b u d g e t  was s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  l a t -  
t e r ' s .  I t s  d o c u m e n t a r y  f o r m  i s  n o t  a s  
a b s o r b i n g  a s  R o s s o ' s  n a r r a t i v e .  However ,  
Leb VoLeuhb de  Job d o e s  g i v e  u s  r e a l  p e o -  
p l e :  i m m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s  i n  M o n t r e a l .  T h e r e  
i s  a  man who was a  d e n t i s t  i n  h i s  n a t i v e  
c o u n t r y ,  b u t  now d r i v e s  a  t a x i ,  a  H a i t i a n  
whose o n l y  d ream i s  t o  h a v e  enough  money 
t o  r e t u r n  home, a  Greek woman who d e v e l o p s  
a n  awaken ing  f e m i n i s t  and  u n i o n  c o n s c i o u s -  
n e s s .  

R a c h e d ' s  f i l m  r e l i e s  h e a v i l y  on t h e  
i r o n i c  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  c o n t r a s t i n g  i m a g e s ,  
a  t e c h n i q u e  d e v e l o p e d  by  E i s e n s t e i n  o v e r  
f i f t y  y e a r s  a g o .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  s h e  u s e s  
t h i s  f o r m u l a  e x c e e d i n g l y  w e l l .  I n  t h e  
c l o s i n g  s e q u e n c e ,  a  Quebec judge  i s  na -  
t u r a l i z i n g  new C a n a d i a n s  i n  a  c i t i z e n s h i p  
c o u r t .  She waxes  a b o u t  t h e  r i g h t s ,  r e -  
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  ard b e n e f i t s  o f  b e i n g  a  Cana- 
d i a n .  T h e n ,  a f t e r  t h e  h a n a s h a k e s  and  
g l o w i n g  s p e e c h e s ,  t h e  c o u r t r o o m  c l e a r s  a s  
a  crew o f  i m m i g r a n t  women e n t e r s  t o  d o  t h e  
c l e a n i n g .  

O t h e r  f i l m s  i n  t h e  " C u l t u r e  Under 
P r e s s u r e "  s e c t i o n  d e a l t  w i t h  s u c h  i s s u e s  
a s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p e n e t r a -  
t i o q  i n  r u r a l  T u r k e y ;  a  C h i n e s e - t r a i n e d  
d o c t o r  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  C a n a d i a n  m e d i c a l  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  u n w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  h e r  
s k i l l s ;  N o r t h  A f r i c a n s  i n  F r a n c e :  T u r k i s h  
g u e s t  w o r k e r s  i n  Germany. Chuqua igo  i s  an  
u n p r e t e n t i o u s ,  B o l i v i a n  f e a t u r e  w h i c h  l o o k s  
a t  La Paz  t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  a  p e a s a n t  
b o y  n e w l y  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  a  ' * c h o l o "  
( r a c i a l l y  I n d i a n  b u t  S p a n i s h  s p e a k i n g )  s t u -  
d e n t  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  e i i g r a t e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  a  p e t t y  b u r e a u c r a t  and  a  young woman 
f rom a  b o u r g e o i s  f a m i l y  who d a b b l e s  i n  l e f t -  
w ing  p o l i t i c s .  Magic i n  t h e  S k y  c o v e r s  t h e  
I n u k s h u k  I n u i t  l a n g u a g e  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o j e c t  
i n   robi is her Bay. And Yap--HOW Did Y o u  

Know W e ' d  L i k e  TV i s  a  p a t r o n i z i n g ,  t h o u g h  
w e l l - m e a n i n g ,  f i l m  f rom A u s t r a l i a  t h a t  e x a -  
m i n e s  t h e  u s e  o f )  American t e l e v i s i o n  a s  a  
c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  undermine  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
autonomy o f  a  s m a l l  i s l a n d  i n  M i c r o n e s i a .  

The f i l m s  c a t e g o r i z e d  u n d e r  " C u l t u r e  
Under  P r e s s u r e "  d i d  e x p l o r e  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  
c u l t u r a l  c h a n g e - - a s  w e l l  a s  r a c e / e t h n i c  
r e l a t i o n s .  One o f  t h e  mos t  n o v e l  and  i n -  
t e r e s t i n g  was G a i j i n ,  t h e  f i r s t  f e a t u r e  o f  

I 

a  J a p a n e s e - B r a z i l i a n  woman named T i z u k o  
Yamasaki .  I t  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  f i l m -  
m a k e r ' s  own g r a n d m o t h e r  who h e a d e d  o f f  t o  
B r a z i l  i n  a  wave o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  a t  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  T i t o e ,  t h e  p r o -  
t a g o n i s t ,  w a n t s  t o  overcome t h e  l i m i t e d  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f f e r e d  h e r  a s  a  p e a s a n t  i n  

\ 

r u r a l  J a p a n .  And, i n  o r d e r  t o  g o  t o  Bra-  
z i l ,  s h e  m a r r i e s  a  man s h e  d o e s  n o t  know 
b e c a u s e  o n l y  f a m i l i e s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  
work on t h e  c o f f e e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  When t h e  
t r a i n l o a d  o f  J a p a n e s e  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  
i n  S a o  P a o l o ,  t h e  l a n d o w n e r s ,  t h e i r  f u t u r e  
e m p l o y e r s ,  comment on how " d e l i c a t e "  t h e  
women a r e .  Bu t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  
p r o v i d e  a r e  a n y t h i n g  bug  d e l i c a t e  : i n h u -  
manly  l o n g  h o u r s ;  c r u m b l i n g  adobe  s h a c k s  
a n d  n o  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
t h e  b o s s e s  u s e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r  t o  
i s o l a t e  t h e  J a p a n e s e  f rom t h e  o t h e r  w o r k e r s .  
T h e s e  w o r k e r s ,  m a i n l y  S p a n i s h  and  I t a l i a n  
i m m i g r a n t s ,  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  i n  v a i n  t o  
n e g o t i a t e  a  b e t t e r  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  landown- 
e r s .  When one man r e a c h e s  o u t  t o  t h e  
J a p a n e s e  and a t t e m p t s  t o  o r g a n i z e  them,  
h e  i s  n o t  o n l y  e x p e l l e d  f rom t h e  p l a n t a -  
t i o n ,  b u t  d e p o r t e d  f rom t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  
f o m e n t i n g  l a b o u r  u n r e s t .  A l r e a d y  s h o c k e d  
b y  t h i s  i n j u s t i c e ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  become 

I 
i n c e n s e d  when t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  
b e e n  c h e a t e d  a t  t h e  company s t o r e .  T i t o e  
s e e s  h e r  d reams  o f  r e t u r n i n g  t o  J a p a n  a  
r i c h  woman m e l t  away. When h e r  h u s b a n d  
d i e s  o f  e a s i l y  c u r a b l e  m a l a r i a ,  s h e  l e a d s  
a n  e x o d u s  t o  t h e  c i t y .  I 

Y e a r s  L a t e r ,  w o r k i n g  5n a  f a c t o r y ,  
T i t o e  i s  s t i l l  s a v i n g  f o r  h e r  r e t u r n  p a s -  
s a g e  t o  J a p a n .  B u t  h e r  g r o w i n g  d a u g h t e r ' s  
r o o t s  a r e  i n  B r a z i l .  When T i t o e  f a l l s  
i n  l o v e  w i t h  a  B r a z i l i a n  ( t h e  s y m p a t h e t i c  
fo reman  f r o m  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n )  , i t  i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  s h e  t o o  h a s  s u n k e n  h e r  r o o t s .  G a i j i n  
i s  s e t  i n  B r a z i l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h i s  
c e n t u r y ,  b u t  i t  s p e a k s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
A s i a n s  i n  Canada  a s  .we l l .  
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O u t s i d e  o f  t h e  " C u l t u r e  Under p r e s s u r e n  which t h e  handsome h e r o  ( ~ h i l l i p  ~ a l v a d o r )  
s e r i e s ,  o n l y  a  s m a t t e r i n g  o f  T h i r d  World and t h e  b e a u t i f u l  h e r o i n e  (Amy A u s t r i a )  
f i l m s  were  p r e s e n t e d .  Among them were  t w o  meet and f a l l  i n  l o v e  a m i d s t  t r a g i c  c i r -  
v e r y  s o l i d  works  by A s i a n  d i r e c t o r s .  Jaguah, cumstanceq w i t h  t r a g i c  I t  
from t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and AkaLeh Sandhane d e l i v e r s  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e  weaned on American 
( I n  S e a r c h  o f  Famine)  f rom I n d i a  b o t h  ap- movies  j u s t  what i t  e x p e c t s :  s e x ,  v i o -  
p e a r e d  i n  t h e   critic^ s c h o i c e w  s e c t i o n .  ~t l e n c e ,  g lamour  and  i n t r i g u e - i n  a  m o r a l i s -  
i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  compare t h e s e  two f i l m s  t i c  p a r a b l e .  But Jaguah s u b v e r t s  t h i s  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  b o t h  t a c k l e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  o f  f o r m u l a  by a d d i n g  a  f o r c e f u l  u n d e r c u r r e n t  
f i l m  a s  a  medium f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  ~t i s  a  Of p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y ,  p o l i t i c a l  and s e x u a l  
t r u i s m  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f i l m s  r e p r e s s i o n ,  government  c o r r u p t i o n  and 
a r e  o f t e n  d r y ,  t e d i o u s  and l i m i t e d  t o  a  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  The f i l m  a l s o  e x p r e s s e s  
t i n y  academic  a u d i e n c e - -  j e a n - ~ u c  ~ o d a r d ' s -  e x t r e m e  p o v e r t y  and t h e  ~ a n i l a  s lums  I 

work i s  a  c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  On t h e  o t h e r  t h a t  t h e  Marcos d i c t a t o r s h i p  cl'aims d o  
h a n d ,  p o p u l a r  f i l m s ,  i n  a iming  a t  t h e  low- n o t  e x i s t .  I t s  message was s o  c l e a r  
e s t  common d e n o m i h a t o r ,  l i m i t  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h a t  Jaguah was b a n n e d  f o r  e x p o r t  f rom t h e  
t h e  most  b a s i c  form o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  r a i s -  
ing- - Jane  F o n d a ' s  most r e c e n t  m o v i e s ,  f o r  Given t h i s  n o t o r i e t y  and B r o c k a t s  
example .  Bo th  t h e s e  a p p r o a c h e s  p r e s e n t  and S a l v a d o r ' s  p o p u l a r i t y ,  one would have  
l i m i t a t i o n s .  Many d i r e c t o r s ,  n o t  w i l l i n g  e x p e c t e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t u r n o u t  by t h e .  
t o  t r a d e  e i t h e r  a u d i e n c e  o r  message e q u i v o -  F i l i p i n o  community i n  T o r o n t o .  B u t  of  t h e  
c a t e ,  l e a v e  us  w i t h  works  t h a t  a r e  u n d e c i d e d  l a r g e  crowd t h a t  jammed t h e  ~ e s t i v a l  c inema 
and t h e r e f o r e  weak. Both Jaguah and Ahale& o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  o f  F i l i p i n o s  was e v i d e n t .  
Sandhane a r e  c l e a r  i n  d i r e c t i o n  and c o n f i -  T h e r e  i s  an o b v i o u s  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s .  I t  i s  
d e n t  i n  t h e i r  method,  a s  d i f f e r e n t  a s  t h e y  t h e  F e s t i v a l  Of F e s t i v a l ' s  p o l i c y  t h a t  w i t h  
may b e .  p o p u l a r  f i l m s ,  p a s s  h o l d e r s  have  p r i o r i t y .  

M r i n a l  s e n ' s  AkaLek Sandhane i s  a  C o n e e q u e n t l y ,  anyone w i s h i n g  t o  s e e  o n l y  
v e r y  complex p i e c e .  ~t i s  s l o w  i n  p a c e  and Jaguah d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  v e r y  good c h a n c e  o f  
e v e n  p o n d e r o u s  a t  t i m e s .  I t  i s  a l s o  one g e t t i n g  i n .  Bu t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why , t h e r e  
o f  t h e  most g e n u i n e l y  p r o f o u n d  f i l m s  t o  were  s o  few b l a c k s  a t  BabyLon o r  E a s t  I n -  
p a s s  t h r o u g h  T o r o n t o  t h i s  y e a r .  D e s p i t e  d i a n s  a t  AkaLeh Sandhane, we must  l o o k  a t  
t h e  f i l m ' s  E n g l i s h  t i t l e - - w h i c h  s u g g e s t s  a  t h e  F e s t i v a l  of  F e s t i v a l s  i t s e l f .  I t  i s  
documenta ry  a b o u t  Oxfam-- AkaLeh Sandhane c l e a r  t h a t  n o t  enough e f f o r t  was made t o  
i s  a  f i l m  a b o u t  f i lmmaking .  T h e r e  h a v e  t a r g e t  t h e  a u d i e n c e s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  f i l m s .  
b e e n  many f i l m s  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  But  T h i s  would be a  h o r r e n d o u s  t a s k .  ' ~ u t  g i v e n  
w h e r e a s  most Wes te rn  e f f o r t s  have  l o o k e d  t h e  d e a r t h  o f  good T h i r d  World f i l m s  
e g o c e n t r i c a l l y  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  fi lmmak- s c r e e n e d  i n  T o r o n t o ,  many p e o p l e  who would 
e r a  t h e m s e l v e s  ( e .  g. Day huh N i g h t ,  84 1 ,  h a v e  r u s h e d  t o  G a i j i n  o r  BabyLon d i d  n o t  
S e n ' s  f i l m  a l s o  e x p l o r e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  even  know o f  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .  I n d e e d ,  
of  crew and c a s t  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  on t h e  most  o f  T o r o n t o  was o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  Fes-  
l o c a t i o n  o f  a  f i l m  s h o o t i n g  - - i n  t h i s  t i v a l  o f  F e s t i v a l s .  Even t h o u g h  much o f  
c a s e ,  a  s m a r l  B e n g a l i  v i l l a g e .  The p r o -  t h e  p rogram i s  v e r y  p o l i t i c a l l y  p r o g r e s -  
d u c t i o n  u n i t  i s  t h e r e  t o  s h o o t  a  movie s i v e ,  t h e  F e s t i v a l  o f  F e s t i v a l s  i s  s t i l l  
a b o u t  t h e  1943 famine .  The d i r e c t o r  w a n t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e  e l i t e - -  
t o  make a  s y m p a t h e t i c ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  a c c o u n t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  t h e  t r e n d y ,  t h e  w e l l - t o -  
of  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  f a m i n e :  mass migra -  do. A f t e r  a l l ,  who e l s e  t h e s e  d a y s  can  
t i o n ,  e t c .  He t a k e s  t h e  p o i n t  o f  view o f  a f f o r d  t o  t a k e  a  week o f f  work and p a y  
t h e  p e a s a n t ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  u r b a n  and 100 d o l l a r s  f o r  a  s i l v e r  p a s s ?  
c l a s s  b a c k g r o u n d ,  h e  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  c u t  
o f f  f rom t h e  r e a l  p e a s a n t s  h e  m e e t s  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  HOW can  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  Richahd Fung i d  a dheeeance wki.tek and 
p e s a n t r y  d e v e l o p e d  i n  C a l c u t t a ,  a  l a r g e  a Cinema S tudied  b t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e h n i t y  
c i t y ,  h o l d  w a t e r  h e r e ?  The d i r e c t o r  con- o,j Tohunto.  
demns o p p r e s s i o n ,  b u t  h i s  work method i s  
one o f  a r r o g a n c e  t o  t h e s e  ' b a c k w a r d '  coun- 
t r y  p e o p l e .  H i s  l e a d i n g  a c t r e s s  i s  w e l l  
meaning b u t  t o t a l l y  unaware o f  t h e  c o n s e -  
q u e n c e s  o f  h e r  a c t i o n s ,  AkaLek Sandhane 
i s  a  m a s t e r f u l  p i e c e  o f  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  
o f  t h e  f i l m m a k i n g  w o r l d  and o f  t h e  l e f t -  
wing I n d i a n  i n t e l l i g e n s i a .  I t s  form o f  a  
f i l m  w i t h i n  a  f i l m  i s  c a r r i e d  o f f  by  t h e  
s u B t l e  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  b r i l l i a n t  p e r f o r -  
mance o f  S m i t a  P a t i l  p l a y i n g  h e r s e l f .  

L i n o  B r o c k a ' s  Jaguah, on t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  f e s t i v a l  a s  
" a  v e r y  good B movie".  I n d e e d ,  it i s  i n  
many ways a  f o r m u l a  g a n g s t e r  melodrama i n  
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A c e n t u r y  a g o  C h i n e s e  and J a p a n e s e  
women were  i m p o r t e d  t o  N o r t h  Amer ica  
a s  " p i c t u r e  b r i d e s "  o r d e r e d  by  A s i a n  work- 
e r s - - o r  a s  s e x u a l  s l a v e s  t o  b e  a u c t i o n e d  
o f f  i n  p u b l i c  m a r k e t s  t o  w h i t e  m e r c h a n t s .  
Under  s u c h  d e h u m a n i z i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e r e  
was a  v e r y  t h i n  l i n e  b e t w e e n  m a r r i a g e  and  

- s e r v i t u d e .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s ,  women were  p e r -  
c e i v e d  a s  c o m m o d i t i e s  whose m a r k e t  v a l u e  
was d e t e r m i n e d  by  a'ge, s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h  
and  p h y s i c a l  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s .  

Today t h e  A s i a n  f l e s h  t r a d e  i s  s t i l l  
a r o u n d  i n  t h e  g u i s e  o f  a  c a t a l o g u e  ' p e n p a l '  
s e r v i c e  r u n  by an  Amer ican  c o u p l e  named 
J o h n  and  K e l l y  B r o u s s a r d .  P l a y i n g  upon t h e  
s u b s e r L i a n t ,  g e i s h a  g i r l  s t e r e o t y p e  which  

o r  D i n e r ' s  C l u b .  They w a n t  p o t e n t i a l  cus tom- 
e r s  t o  know t h a t  t h e i r s  i s  n o t  a  s l e a z y ,  f l y -  
b y - n i g h t  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  s o m e t h i n g  q u i t e  re- 
s p e c t a b l e  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  l a w .  C a t e r i n g  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  w h i t e ,  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n ,  s e x i s t ,  
m i d d l e  c l a s s  men--who h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  *or  
u n w i l l i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  
N o r t h  American women, "Chehhy  RL0bd omnn h a s  
grown i n t o  a  t h r i v i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  i t s  s e v e n  
y e a r  e x i s t e n c e .  The demand i s  s e e m i n g l y  end-  
l e s s  and  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  women i s  s e e m i n g l y  
e n d l e s s  and  c h e a p .  C l e a r l y ,  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
s u b s c r i b e r s  h a v e  s w a l l o w e d  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  of  
A s i a n  women a s  i - d e a l  h o u s e w i v e s , .  i . e .  s u b -  
m i s s i v e ,  o b e d i e n t ,  s e x u a l l y  i n n o v a t i v e ,  Suzy 
Wong d o l l s .  And t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  women who 
h a v e  a l l o w e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a p p e a r  i n  "Chekhy  
B&OAA 0mb" h a v e  u n d o u b t e d l y  s w a l l o w e d  t h e  
s t e r e o t y p e  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  American male--  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  l i e  a b o u t  N o r t h  Amer ica  
b e i n g  t h e  Land o f  Gold  where  a  woman c a n  
f e e l  s e c u r e  a n d  e s c a p e  a l i f e t i m e  o f  d e a d  
e n d  j o b s .  And i t  i s  o b v i o u s  f rom t h e  a u t o -  
b i o g r a p h i c a l  c a p t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s w a l -  
lowed t h e  g r e a t e s t  l i e  o f  a l l :  t h a , t  t h e i r  
s e l f - w o r t h  and  i d e n t i t y  a r e  c o n t i n g e n t  upon 
a  man. A s  one  30 y e a r - o l d  F i l i p i n a  i n  Hong 
Kong w r i t e s : " P l e a d e  i n t h o d u c e  me t o  t h e  b e n t  
gen tLeman  you  h a v e .  When I ' m  m a t h i e d  I ' m  
h a p p y .  I ' m  happy  t o  go  anywhehe w i t h  my 
L o v i n g  hubband .  7  aewayn t k y  t o  e e a h n  e v e h y -  
t h i n g  he w a n t n . ,  . . " 

- - 
Hollywood h a s  i m p r i n t e d  upon t h e  N o r t h  
American p s y c h e ,  t h e  B r o u s s a r d s  p r o d u c e  The B r o u s s a r d s '  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

two c a t a l o g u e - m a g a z i n e s  , a p p r o p r i a t e l y  women may n o t  be  a s  o v e r t  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  

e n t i t l e d  " c h e h h y  B ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I v  and  I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Beon-  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s l a v e  t r a d e r s ,  b u t  t h e  u n d e r -  

b O m n ~ .  Appear ing  s i x  t i m e s  a y e a r ,  these l y i n g  r a c i s t - s e x i s t - c a p i t a l i s t  p r e m i s e  i s  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  c o n t a i n  t h e  names ,  a d d r e s s e s ,  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same. T h e s e  women a r e  m o t i v a t -  
p h o t o g r a p h s  and  a u t o b i o . g r a p h i c a 1  b l u r b s  o f  ed  by the that l i fe be bet ter  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  women f rom a l l  p a r t s  o f  ~~i~ h e r e  and  t h e  B r o u s s a r d s  a r e  b l a t a n t l y  c a p i -  
who a r e  s e e k i n g  m a r r i a g e  t o  C a n a d i a n  and  t a l i z i n g  on t h i s  n a i v e t e ,  f e e d i n g - , o n  and 
American men. F o r  o n e  h u n d r e d  American d o l -  p e r p e t u a t i n g  l i e s  On b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  
l a r s  one  c a n  r e c e i v e  t h r e e  i s s u e s  o f  e i t h e r  w o r l d .  A s  a  woman, and  a s  an ~ s i a n  C a n a d i a n , ,  

along w i t h  an ~ i ~ d i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i b ~ ~  I c a n n o t  s e p a r a t e  m y s e l f  f rom my m i s g u i d e d  

35-page b o o k l e t  c a l l e d  "How t o  W h i t e  2 0  ()&,- , A s i a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  I c r i n g e  when I t r y  t o  
e n t a e  Lad ieb "  a n d  a chance  t o  e a r n  a $ 2 . 0 0  i m a g i n e  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e s  t o  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s  

c r e d i t  s l i p  j u s t  f o r  s t a t i n g  your  t h r e e  f av -  Of "Chehhy  BLObnomb". I w a n t  t o  s c r e a m  o r  
ourite l a d i e s  f r o m  each i s s u e . "  The t r ea t -  c r y  when I c o n s i d e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
ment  of  t h e s e  A s i a n  women a s  i n a n i m a t e  n e v e r  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  f u l l  
m e r c h a n d i s e  i s  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  by  t h e  f d c t  p o t e n t i a l s .  A s  l o n g  a s  e n t e r p r i s e s  l i v e  
t h a t  e a c h  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  by a  s e r i a l  number "Chehhy  B L o n ~ o m n "  r e m a i n  a l i v e ,  A s i a n  women 
and  c u s t o m e r s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  p l a c e  o r d e r s  w i l l  b e  e x p l o i t e d  and  non-As ians  w i l l  p e r -  
v i a  a  24 -hour  a n s w q r i n g  s e r v i c e .  P r o u d l y  c e i v e  A s i a n  and  A s i a n  C a n a d i a n  women t h r o u g h  
( a n d  p e r h a p s  d e f e n s i v e l y )  w a v i n g  t h e i r  s e a l  t h e  American G . I .  l e n s e .  The o f f e n s i v e  
o f  a p p r o v a l  f rom t h e  B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  B u r e a u  g e i s h a  g i r l  l a b e l  i s  t o o  e a s i l y  S l a p p e d  On 
o f  H a w a i i ,  t h e  B r o u s s a r d s  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  u s ,  d i s t o r t i n g  o u r  image  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  
t h e y  a c c e p t  payment  by  M a s t e r  C h a r g e ,  v i s a  t h e  w o r l d - - a n d  i n  o u r  own e y e s .  

.! 



NO .NAME CHINA .JACKS 

Duhing t h e  c o n n t h u c t i o n  od t h e  Cana- 
d i a n  P a c i d i c  Ra i lway ,  1 5,O 0 0 Chinebe h a i l  . 
handn and annohted .tabouhehn opened up t h e  
B h i t i n h  Columbia d h o n t i e h  6hom May 1 4 ,  1880 
t o  J u l y  2 9 ,  1885 by d o i n g  t h e  b i d d i n g  od 
Bonn Andhew Ondekdonk. B y  t h e  t i m e  DanaLd A .  
S m i t h  dhove t h e  l a n t  n p i k e  a t  Cha igeLLach ie  
on Novembeh 7 ,  1 8 8 5 ,  m o b t  0 6  Xhe Chinene 
wohkehn had aLheady d h i d t e d  eantwahd t o  
Tohonto  and Montheat  oh t o  t h e  P a c i d i c  
coun t  t o  d i nd  wohk i n  V L c t o h i a  and Vancou- 
veh.  Thene wehe t h e  namek?enb, dohgot ten  
and denpined wohkehn who cahwed a  n i c h e  
i n  t h e  h i n t o h y  0 4  Canada. 

I n  t i m e ,  n t o h i e n  and ,  b inaLLy ,  
legendn bcgan t o  be npun about  t h e  e x p l ~ i t d  
od t h e b e  deahlenn i n d i v i d u a t n  who t a c k L e d  
whateveh  j ob  Canada c o u l d  d i h h  o u t .  Thene 
wehe t h e  No Name Ch ina  Jackn who l i v e d  a  
l i d &  0 6  adven tuhe  i n  Xhe heah t  od w h i t e  
hac inm, leahned t o  L i v e  w i t h o u t  Loved onen, 
b l w  a  week 'n pay on an ancen t  i n t o  o b l i -  
v i o n  and g e t  h i c h  nchemen d inanced by h i c h  
Chinene m e ~ c h a n t n ,  and hound comdoht w i t h  
women who n e i t h e h  caked whehe t h e y  came 
dhom oh  whehe t h e y  wehe g o i n g .  

The doLeowing t a L e  i n  an excehpt  
d h o m  a  dohthcoming book t e n t a t i v e l y  en- 
t i t l e d  "GObD MOUNTAIN: THE CHINESE I N  
THE NEW WORLD", ~ c h e d u l e d  d o h  p u b l i c a -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  h p t i n g  0 6  1 9 8 2 .  

BACH.E LOR QUARTERS 

B a c h e l o r  w o r k e r s  who o f t e n  h a d  w i v e s  
a n d  c h i l d r e n  t o  s u p p o r t  i n  C h i n a  e c o n o m i z e d  
i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  l i f e  i n  Canada .  Many o f  
t h e  c o o k s ,  l a u n d r y  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  d o m e s t i c  
l a b o u r e r s ,  e a r n i n g  f r o m  $20.00 t o  $30 . O O  
e v e r y  month ,  l i v e d  i n  c rowded  b o a r d i n g  
h o u s e s  b e c a u s e  t h i s  accommoda t ion  was a l l  
t h e y  c o u l d  a f f o r d .  A t y p i c a l  b u i l d i n g  u s e d  
t o  l o d g e  C h i n e s e  w o r k e r s  i n  V i c t o r i a  was ' 
o f t e n  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  h i g h  w i t h  a  f l o o r  s p a c e  
o f  1 0  x  30 f e e t .  Some w i t h  1 0  f o o t  c e i l i n g s  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  h a d  an  a d d i t i o n a l  f l o o r  t h a t  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  a b o u t  h a l f  way b e t w e e n  t h e  
f l o o r  a n d  t h e  c e i l i n g .  Two s t o r i e s  w e r e  
b u i l t  o u t  o f  o n e .  

The l o w e r  f l o o r  was s p l i t  i n t o  s m a l l  
rooms s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  w a l l s  b y  n a r r o w  
h a l l w a y s  which  c o u l d  o n l y  accommodate two 

a v e r a g e  s i z e  a d u l t s  w a l k i n g  s i d e  b y  s i d e  
o r  p a s s i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  on t h e  way t o  t h e i r  
rooms.  E v e r y  room was s t o c k e d  w i t h  t h r e e  
low b u n k s  c o v e r e d  b y  a  mat  a n d  one  o r  two  
q u i l t s .  Whi le  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  was a l m o s t  

a  r e p l i c a  o f  t h e  f i r s t ,  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  
was gloomy a n d  l a c k e d  a  f r e e  f l o w  o f  f r e s h  
a i r .  W i t h o u t  windows ,  i t  was lit by an 
o r d i n a r y  k e r o s e n e  l amp.  

O t h e r  w o r k e r s  who made less t h a n  
$20.00 a  month h a d  n o  o t h e r  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  
f i n d  l o d g i n g  i n  o n e - s t o r e y  b o a r d i n g  
h o u s e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  rough  l u m b e r .  
C l o s e l y  i m i t a t i n g  a l u m b e r  o r  r a i l r o a d  
camp b u n k h o u s e ,  t h e y  were f l a n k e d  by mer- 
c h a n t  s h o p s  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of Ch ina town .  
I n s i d e ,  a  w o r k e r  s h a r e d  a  10 x 10 f o o t  
room w i t h  f i v e  o t h e r s  i n  a  $ d o u b l e  t i e r  o f  
t h r e e  b u n k s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  mat .  With o n l y  4 

one  s m a l l  pane  o f  g l a s s ,  s u n l i g h t - a n d  
v e n t i l a t i o n  were  a t  a  premium. 

L i k e  V i c t o r i a ,  t h e  Vancouver  h o u s i n g  
s i t u a t i o n  was b l e a k .  I n  one  Ch ina town  room- 
i n g  h o u s e  known a s  Tile A r m s t r o n g ,  27 rooms 
a t  20 f e e t  l o n g ,  1 3  f e e t  w i d e ,  a n d  1 0  f e e t  
h i g h ,  w e r e  s e c t i o n e d  o f f  on t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  
Each room contained a s s q u a r e  t a b l e ,  6 b e d s  
--and a  s t o v e  f o r  c o o k i n g  r i c e ,  p r e s e r v e d  
d u c k ,  e g g s  and  v e g e t a b l e s .  A m o n t h ' s  r e n t  
c o s t  t h e  w o r k e r  50C e a c h  o r  $3.00 f o r  t h e  
room i t s e l f .  On C a r r a l l  S t r e e t ,  a n o t h e r  
l o d g i n g  h o u s e  h a d  19 rooms a c c o m o d a t i n g  50 
l a b o u r e r s  a t  $ 2 . 5 0  t o  $ 3 . 0 0 ' p e r  month .  

POPPIES ( 

F o r c e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  crowded an'd some- 
t i m e s  u n s a n i t a r y  rooming  h o u s e s  a f t e r  work- 
i n g  a t  low p a y i n g  j o b s ,  many l o n e l y  a n d  
d e s p o n d e n t  l a b o u r e r s  t u r n e d  t o  opium a s  
t h e  b e s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  madness .  E v e r  

' s i n c e  B r i t i s h  m e r c h a n t s ,  b a c k e d  b y  Her  
M a j e s t y ' s  g u n b o a t s ,  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  v a s t  p r o -  
f i t s  c o u l d  b e  made by s e l l i n g  s u c h  an .  ad -  
d i c t i v e  d r u g  t o  a  C h i n a  w i t h  a m a r k e t  o f  
4 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  opium was e a s i l y  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  a n y  c o u n t r y  t,oUched b y  B r i t a i n ' s  
s p e c i a l  b r a n d  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m .  

opium i n t o  Canada  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  came f rom t w o  s o u r c e s :  B r i t i s h -  
c o n t r o l l e d  Hong Kong a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
S t a r t i n g  s l o w l y ,  t h e  i m p o r t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
Hong Kong v a r i e t y  e x p l o d e d  f r o m  $810.00 
i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  y e a r  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n  1882  
t o  $ 6 , 6 4 0 . 0 0  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  From 
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t h e n  o n ,  i m p o r t s  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  u n t i l  
1880 when Canada became t h e  o n l y  l e g a l  
o u t l e t  o f  opium i n  Nor th  America.  A S  a  
p r e l u d e  t o  i t s  own e x c l u s i o n  a c t  o f  May 3 ,  
1882 ,  t h e  U.S. government  i n  1880 p a s s e d  
a  law p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  opium 
i n  America.  S i n c e  C h i n e s e  i n v o l v e m e n t  
i n  t h e  opium t r a d e  was a  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  
i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  law m a k e r s ,  t h e  a c t  
was d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  C h i n e s e  communi- 
t y .  By 1 8 8 0 ,  however ,  372 ,880  pounds o f  
t h e  d r u g  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s h i p p e d  from 
San F r a n c i s c o  t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia.  

The l e g a l  e v a p o r a t i o n  of t h e  
American s o u r c e  f o r c e d  t h e  d r u g  p u s h e r s  
t o  move t h e i r  f a c t o r i e s  t o  V i c t o r i a ' s  
Chinatown.  By 1883 ,  e l e v e n  opium s h o p s ,  
w i t h  a n  a n n u a l  t a k e  o f  o v e r  $ 3  m i l l i o n ,  
became t h e  main p r o d u c e r s  and  d i s t r i b u -  
t o r s  o f  t h i s  r e d d i s h  brown,  h e a v i l y  
s c e n t e d  d r u g  t h r o u g h o u t  North  America .  
The t r a d e  was s o  l u c r a t i v e  t h a t  even  
t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia government  t o o k  a  
c u t  i n  i t s  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a  $500.00 
y e a r l y  l i c e n c e  f e e .  

Most o f  t h e  d r u g  was t r a n s p o r t e d  
by employees  o f  t h e  CPR from A s i a  t o  
Canada and from t h e  Canadian  West Co'ast 
t h r o u g h  t h e  Rockies  and onward towafds  
T o r o n t o  and M o n t r e a l .  Compared t o  l i q u o r  
law v i o l a t i o n s ,  p o l i c e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  
d r u g  t o o k  a  back s e a t .  I n  t h e  1880s and 
1 8 9 6 s ,  opium a f f e c t e d  few w h i t e  C a n a d i a n s  
a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was n o t  a  s o c i a l  p rob lem.  
T h a t  i t  d e b i l i t a t e d  and r u i n e d  t h e  l i v e s  
o f  C h i n e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  was o f  l i t t l e  conse-  
quence  t o  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  Canadian  s o c i e t y .  

3 D e s p i t e  t h e  c a s u a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  p o l i c e ,  
t h e  d r u g  was s e i z e d  i f  a  -shipment  a p p e a r e d  
d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I n  1 8 9 1 ,  a  
cqns ignment  o f  1 4 1  pounds was c o n f i s c a t e d  
a t  S w i f t  C u r r e n t .  A s a l o o n  i n  Sweet G r a s s ,  
Montana was s h u t  down when t h e  N o r t h w e s t  
Mounted PoLLce t o l d  t h e  Americans  t h a t  i t  
was a  t r a n s f e r  p o i n t  f o r  opium i n t o  c o n t i -  
n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  . While t h e  Canadian  
p o l i c e  o f t e n  a c t e d  i n d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  t h e  
d r u g ,  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  known d r u g  t r a f f i c -  
k e r s  was a  s t a t e d  p o l i c y  and d u t y .  One o f  
t h e s e  s m u g g l e r s  was Donald McLean, b e t t e r  
known a s  ' L i t t l e  Dan' o r  'Opium D a n ' ,  who 
r e n t e d  l a n d  on t h e  p r a i r i e s  i n  "Township 
2 3 ,  Range 2 ,  w e s t  o f  t h e  3 r d  M e r i d i a n "  
w h i l e  work ing  a s  a  cook o r  s t e w a r d  on a  
P a c i f i c  s t e a m e r .  p o l i c e  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  
McLean's a c t i v i t i e s  n e t t e d  him a t  l e a s t  
$15,000.00.  

While  t h e r e  were c o u n t l e s s  s m a l l  
t i m e  o p e r a t o r s  l i k e  'Opium Dan ' ,  a  few 
Chinese  m e r c h a n t s  e x t r a c t e d  a  f o r t u n e  o u t  
o f  t h e  d r u g  t r a d e  by c a p i t a l i z i n g  on t h e  
l o n e l y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  C h i n e s e  w o r k e r s  i n  
North  America.  From t h e  g o l d  r u s h  d a y s  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and B r i t i s h  Columbia u n t i l  
w e l l  a f t e r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of Candian  and 
American r a i l w a y s ,  between 40% t o  50% o f  
t h e  C h i n e s e  were hooked on t h e  d r u g  a t  a  
c o s t  o f  80C f o r  a  l i t t l e  more t h a n  an 
ounce.  I n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 s ,  t h e  c o s t  s o a r e d  

t o  $1 .20  f o r  t h e  same amount. By 1901 ,  
t h r e e  V i c t o r i a  f i r m s  w i t h  1 8  p a r t n e r s  
h a d  monopol ized  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o f  t h e  
d r u g .  Seven y e a r s  l a t e r ,  opium p r o d u c t i o n  
was o u t l a w e d  by  t h e  Canadian  government .  
T h i s  f o r c e d  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  t o  o p e r a t e  
c l a n d e s t i n e l y  and t h e  p r i c e  s k y r o c k e t e d  
a c c o r d i n g l y .  

L ike  t h e  u s e  of a l c o h o l ,  opium b e -  
came a  s o c i a l  i n t o x i c a n t  f o r  C h i n e s e  and 
w h i t e s  a l i k e .  C h i n e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a lways  
h a d  t h e  d r u g  on hand  f o r  t h e i r  members 
a t  e a c h  mee t ing .  But t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  o p i -  
a t e  e a t e r s  o r  smokers  were t h e  b a c h e l o r  
w o r k e r s  who would drown t h e i r  s o r r o w s  i n  
t h e  d r u g .  L ike  t a v e r n s  and s a l o o n s ,  opium 
h o u s e s  were e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  and f u l l y  
s t o c k e d  w i t h  an  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  b r a n d s  an,d 
t h e  l a t e s t  p a r a p h e r n a l i a .  

Comple te ly -  u n l i k e  c i g a r e t t e  smokers  ,, 
opium a d d i c t s  needed  a  p i p e  a b o u t  t h e  
l e n q t h  and t sh ickness  o f  a  common f l u t e .  
The t i p  o f  t h e  p i p e  t a k e n  i n t o  t h e  mouth 
was f l a t t e n e d  t o  accommodate t h e  p e r s o n ' s  
l i p s .  On t h e  o t h e r  e n d  was a  bowl o f  t e r r a  
c o t t a  a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  d f ? m i - f a b d e  t h a t  
was c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  s tem.  The opium smoked 
by  t h e  w o r k e r ,  m e r c h a n t ,  w h i t e  d o c t o r  and 
l a w y e r ,  o r  t h e  in famous  Emily w h a r t o n ,  was 
a  dark  gummy p a s t e  made r e a d y  by  r o a s t i n g  
a  p e a  s i z e  amount o f  opium. P l a c e d  i n  t h e  
h o l e  of  t h e  bowl ,  t h e  d r u g  was t h e n  r e a d y  , 

f o r  consumpt ion .  The a v e r a g e  a d d i c t  t o o k  
a b o u t  t w e l v e  p i p e s  i n  one s i t t i n g  f o r  a 
t o t a l  a s c e n t  on t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  r e a l i t y .  

A R E A L  'CHINAMAN'S' C H A N C E  

I n  s o b e r  and o p t i m i s t i c  moments, gam- 
b l i n g  p a r l o u r s ,  owned and o p e r a t e d  by m e r -  
c h a n t s ,  were  opened  n i g h t  and day t o  t h e  
b a c h e l o r  w o r k e r s  who h a d  t ime  t o  k i l l  a f t e r  
a  r e g u l a r  s h i f t  c l e a n i n g  house  a t  a  w h i t e  
m i n i s t e r ' s  home o r  i r o n i n g  s h i r t s !  f o r  a  
l o c a l  judge.  From t h e  days  o f  t h e  g o l d  r u s h  
i n  1858 ,  gambl ing  h a d  a lways  e x i s t e d .  L e i -  

/ s u r e  moments o f f  t h e  s a n d  b a r s  and l a t e r  
i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  camps were s p e n t  a t  games 
o f  c h a n c e .  L ike  t h e  i t i n e r a n t  d e a l e r s  on 
ocean  f r e i g h t e r s ,  s h o r t - r u n  f e r r y  s h i p s  and 
t r a n s - c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i l w a y s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w i t h  q u i c k  hands  and  an  i n s t i n c t  f o r  t h e  
weakness  of o t h e r s  s e t  t h e  s t a k e s ,  r u l e s  
and b a n k i n g  t i m e s .  These were u n i q u e  
p e r s o n a e  who s i g n e d  on a s  a  c o o k ' s  h e l p e r  
i n  a  camp o r  a  s t e w a r d  on a  s t e a m e r  from 
V i c t o r i a  t o  Hong Kong. R e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  a  
c r e w ' s  h o u r s  o f  r e l a x a t i o n  i n  a  l i f e  w i t h -  
o u t  women o r  f a m i l i e s  h a d  t o  be f i l l e d ,  
t h e  w a n d e r i n g  d e a l e r  p r o v i d e d  a  n e c e s s a r y  
s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  C h i n e s e  worker .  I n  t i m e ,  
a  r o m a n t i c  a u r a  and c o l o u r f u l  t a l e s  
s p r a n g  up a round  t h e s e  a d v e n t u r e r s .  S t o r -  
i e s  of t h e i r  d e e d s  and t r a v e l s  t o  e x o t i c  
p l a c e s  o f t e n  e x c i t e d  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  
t h e  young who mlght  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  t o k e n  
f e n c e s  a round  Chinatown c o n f i n i n g  and  
d u l l i n g .  R e p e t i t i o u s  work i n  a l a u n d r y  o r  



r e s r a u r a n t  added  t o  t h i s  q u e s t  f o r  con-  s p e c i a l  gambl ing  b o o t h s  s e p a r a t e d  from 

s t a n t  newness .  The i t i n e r a n t  g a m b l e r  b e -  t h e  f r o n t  by  w a l l s  and d o o r s .  The a l m o s t  
came a  h e r o  and model f o r  t h o s e  .g rowing  c e m e t a r y  q u i e t n e s s ,  i n t e r r u p t e d  by  t h e  
up i n  t h e  back o f  a  s h o p  f i l l e d  w i t h  $he o c c a s i o n a l  c l i c k i n g  of  c a s h  p i e c e s  o r  

C o n f u c i a n  v a l u e s  o f  r e s p e c t i n g  o n e ' s  e l -  bamboo t i l e s ,  marked t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  

d e r s ,  u p h o l d i n g  t h e  q u a s i - g e n t r y  s t a n -  e a c h  game. I n  t h e  l a r g e r  h o u s e s ,  100 b e t -  

d a r d s  of  t h e  community,  and n e v e r  d i s -  t o r s  c o u l d  jam i n t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  b o o t h s  

r u p t i n g  t h e  h a r d - f o u g h t  s o c i a l  harmony o f  w h i l e  t h e  s m a l l e r  o n e s  t o o k  i n  s e v e r a l  

s t a t u s - c o n s c i o u s  and c o n s e r v a t i v e  China-  dozen g a m b l e r s  . 
town.  Because of  t h e s e  awesome r e s t r i c -  Dur ing  t h e  heyday  o f  Fan Tan A l l e y ,  

t i o n s  i n  a  g rowing  community a lways  u n d e r  s i n g s o n g  g i r l s ,  a c r o b a t s  and e v e n  c h i -  

s e i g e  by  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d ,  a  m e r c h a n t ' s  n e s e  o p e r a  p l a y e r s  were  h i r e d  f rom San 

s o n  who a s p i r e d  t o  become a  professional F r a n c i s c o  t o  e n t e r t a i n  i n  t h e  gambl ing  

d e a l e r  was b e t t e r  o f f  l e a v i n g  t h o s e  h o u s e s  o r  i n  a  m e r c h a n t  owned t h e a t r e .  

t h o u g h t s  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  f a n t a s y .  S i n c e  A t  5C t o  20C, o p e r a  t i c k e t s  c o u l d  b e  

s o n s  were  l i k e  p r e c i o u s  j e w e l s  i n  t h e  b o u g h t  by e v e n  t h e  p o o r e s t  l a b o u r e r .  

e a r l y  C h i n e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  c o n f o r m i t y  
and o b e d i e n c e  were  t h e  c a t c h - w o r d s  d r i l l e d  
i n t o  t h e i r  minds .  T h u s ,  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
s u c h  p h y s i c a l l y  s t a b l e  o c c u p a t i o n  l i k e  
a  c a f e  owner o r  s h o p k e e p e r  c o u l d  t a k e  
p l a c e .  T h i s  gave  t h e  C h i n e s e  p r e s e n c e  i n  
Canada a  r o c k - h a r d  f o u n d a t i o n - - a n d  w i t h  
t h e  ongo ing  growth o f  f a m i l i e s ,  a  p l e c e  
i n  t h e  s u n .  

While t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  Chine%e gamble]  
wen t  f rom one w i l d e r n e s s  camp o r  moving 
v e s s e l  t o  a n o t h e r ,  t h e r e  were  a l s o  w e l l -  
d e f i n e d  p l a c e s  o f  chance  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  
t h e  m e r c h a n t  p i l l a r s  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  com- 
muni ty .  The f i r s t  o r g a n i z e d  b e t t i n g  a c t i v i -  
t y  s t a r t e d  i n  V i c t o r i a ' s  Fan Tan A l l e y  
which became s o  wel l -known a c r o s s  C h i n e s e  
communi t i e s  i n  Nor th  America  t h a t  it was 
nicknamed 'Bank S t r e e t '  by i t s  l o c a l ,  and 
ou t -o f - town c u s t o m e r s .  Dur ing  i t s  b e s t  
y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  C h i n e s e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  
CPR i n  1 8 8 4 ,  Fan Tan A l l e y  h e l d  c l o s e  t o  
t w e l v e  h o u s e s  o f  chance  and s e v e r a l  e a t i n g  
p l a c e s  f o r  t h e  h u n g r y  p l a y e r s .  

Not more t h a n  200 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  and  
s o  na r row t h a t  two p e o p l e  c o u l d  n e v e r  p a s s  
each '  o t h e r  w i t h o u t  t o u c h i n g  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  

' a l l e y  i t s e l f  s e r v e d  more a s  a  pathway.  
Always crowded w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p e o p l e ,  
Fan Tan A l l e y  was n o t  o n l y  t h e  h o t  s p o t  
f o r  g a m b l i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  became a  p l a c e  f o r  
c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  o r  m e ~ e t i n g  f r i e n d s .  

I n s i d e  a  g a m b l i n g  h o u s e ,  h i g h - r o l l i n g  
h u s t l e r s ,  p imps o r  h i g h b i n d e r s  i n  t h e  
l a t e s t  San F r a n c i s c o  s t y l e s ,  s i m p l e  l a -  
b o u r e r s  i n  c o t t o n  g a r m e n t s ,  and paunchy 
m e r c h a n t s  were  a lways  g r e e t e d  w i t h  t h e  
come-ons f rom f r o n t  d o o r  hawkers  o f  p r e -  
p a r e d  s i d e w a l k  m e a l s ,  ready-made c l o t h i n g ,  
h i g h  t o n e  b o o t s ,  p o t e n t  b r e w s ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  
a  c u s t o m e r  w a n t e d .  Beyond them were  

These  d i v e r s i o n s ,  however ,  c o u l d  
n e v e r  have  competed w i t h  t h e  s e r i o u s  b u s i -  
n e s s  o f  g e t t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  n o t h i n g . '  
While l a b o u r e r s  m i g h t  l o s e  a  d a y ' s  pay  i n  
an h o u r  of  b e t t i n g ,  r e s t a u r a n t s  and l a u n -  
d r i e s  c o u l d  change h a n d s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
an e v e n i n g .  Such games a s  p a i j u ,  s p a r r o w ,  
dominos ,  t i a n j i u ,  p o l i c y ,  mahjong,  o r  Fan 
Tan  c o u l d  r e l i e v e  e v e n  t h e  most e x p e r i e n c e d  

r o f  a  ' l i f e ' s  s a v i n g s  o r  i n c r e a s e  a  w o r k e r ' s  
l a b o u r  t o  an i m m i g r a t i o n  b r o k e r  who was 
u s u a l l y  a  merchan t  a s  w e l l .  

The most  p o p u l a r  game e n t i c i n g  l a -  
b o u r e r s  t o  p a r t  w i t h  t h e i r  h a r d  e a r n e d  
c a s h  was ' p o l i c y ' - - a l s o  c a l l e d  l o t t e r y  o r  
numbers.  S i n c e  t h e  i n i t i a l  b e t  c o u l d  be  a s  
low a s  a  n i c k e l  d r  a  dime and t h e  p a y o f f  
p o t e n t i a l  enormous ,  a  w o r k e r  c o u l d  p l a y  
u n t i l  h i s  penny a n t e  s t a s h  d r i e d  up. I n  
i t s  s i m p l e s t  fo rm,  a  p l a y e r  would b e t  5C 
on t h e  t o t a l  p a i d  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  a  t h e a t r e  
showing  a  C h i n e s e  o p e r a  on a  p a r t i c u l a r  
d a y ,  f o r  example .  Odds p l a c e d  a t  999  t o  one 
a g a i n s t  t h e  b e t t o r  l e f t  many a  gamble r  w i t h  
l i g h t e r  p o c k e t s .  B u t ,  i n  t h e  u n l i k e l y  
chance  tkia t  a  p l a y e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r e d i c t e d  
t h e  number o f  p a i d  c u s t o m e r s  a t  t h e  
o p e r a ,  t h e  h o u s e  p a i d  $25.00'  on a  25C 
b e t  a t  500 t o  one .  

For  t h e  h i g h - r o l l e r s  , t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
game was Fan ~ a ' n .  While  b e t t i n g  c o u l d  
v a r y  from a  dime i n  a  v e r y  low s t a k e  game 
t o  h u n d r e d s  o f  d o l l a r s ,  t h e  game, U n l i k e  
p o l i c y ,  i n v o l v e d  some s k i l l .  I t  c o n s i s t e d  
o f  a  d e a l e r ,  who was o f t e n  a  f o r m e r  i t i n -  
e r a n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  who t i r e d  o f  t h e  r o a d  
o r  whose h e a l t h  was d e c l i n i n g ,  and a  
p a y i n g - t e l l e r  i f  t h e  game i n v o l v e d  more 
t h a n  60 p e o p l e .  The d e a l e r  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  
t h e  b a n k e r ,  

,Hold ing  a  t a p e r e d  wha le  bone s t i c k  
c u t  t o  a  s m a l l  bow a t  one o f  t h e  e n d s ,  
t h e  d e a l e r  s a t  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  a  r e c t a n -  
g u l a r  t a b l e  w i t h  an i n v e r t e d  t i n  bowl by 
h i s  e lbow.  A f t e r  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  p l a y e r s  
t o  show t h e i r  b e t t i n g  r a n g e s  by  t h r o w i n g  
i n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o u n d  c a s h  p i e c e  made of  
b r a s s  and  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  s q u a r e  h o l e  
i n  t h e  c e n t r e ,  t h e  dea le r?  c a n  d e c i d e  t o  
c l o s e .  t h e  b e t s  a t  any  t i m e .  A f t e r  r a k i n g  
i n  t h e  p i e c e s  w i t h  t h e  wha le  bone s t i c k ,  
a l l  e x c e p t  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  ( o r  f o u r )  were  



- 

counted-.  B e t s  were t h e n  t a k e n  on t h e  num- c u s t o m e r s  i n  e x p e n s i v e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  rooms. 
b e r  o f  p  j e c e s  l e f t  and w h e t h e r  t h e y  were Those i n  a  c r i b  a r r a n g e m e n t  were f o r c e d  t o  \ 

odd o r  e v e n .  depend on t h e  l a b o u r e r s  t o  k e e p ,  t h e i r  h i g h -  
D e s p i t e  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  gambl ing  b i n d e r s  i n  t h e  l a t e s t  f a s h i o n s  and t o  s t a y  

a s  an i n i t i a l  means o f  f i l l i n g  i n  l e i s u r e  a l i v e .  "The c r i b s  were back  a l l e y  o p e r a t i o n s  
h o u r s ,  w o r k e r s  and o t h e r s  o f t e n  l e f t  t h e  where up t o  s i x  women worked i n  s l a t t e d  
gambl ing  t a b l e s  empty-handed. The house  c r a t e s  a b o u t  1 2 '  x  1 4 ' ,  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a  
r u l e  was w i n n e r  t a k e  a l l .  But b e c a u s e  t h i s  c u r t a i n ,  a  p a l l e t ,  wash b a s i n ,  a  c o u p l e  
was a h o u s e  r u l e ,  t h e  merchan t  who r a n  o f  c h a i r s  and  a  m i r r o r .  A woman who ' p l e d -  
t h e  house  amassed  a  f o r t u n e .  g e d '  h e r  body t o  a  c r i b  o p e r a t i o n  h a d  a  

l i f e  e x p e c t a n c y  of s i x  t o  e i g h t  y e a r s .  Af- 
BLAMING THE VICTIM? t e r  t h a t ,  s h e  was d e b i l i t a t e d  by d i s e a s e ,  

Another  en te rpr i se  t ha t  filled the ' b e a t i n g s  and s t a r v a t i o n  and a l l o w e d  t o  

c o f f e r s  o f  c e r t a i n  m e r c h a n t s  was p r o s t i -  ' e s c a p e '  t o  d i e  a t  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army, o r  

t u t i o n .  Along w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a t  a ." 
b r a n c h  b u s i n e s s e s  s e l l i n g  c o n f e c t i o n a r ~  The s a l e  o f  C h i n e s e  women i n  San 

goods ,  , c l o t h i n g ,  r i c e  and o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  
i tems in  Victor ia  and  l a t e r  i n  Vancouver  
by San F r a n c i s c o  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  g i r l s  
and young women s p e c i f i c a l l y  groomed f o r  

was such an Open secret tha t  the  
San F r a n c i s c o  ChkunicLe r e p o r t e d  t h e  " p a r -  
t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  c a r g o ,  t h e  
f r e s h  and p r e t t y  f e m a l e s  who came from t h e  

p ros t i tu t ion  w e r e  t ransported t o  i n t e r i o r  a r e  u s e d  t o  f i l l  s p e c i a l  o r d e r s  

e a r l y  Chinatowns from C a l i f o r m i a .  Almost merchants and  prosperous 
immedia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  movement o f  miners I t r a d e s m e n . "  Merchan ts  from V i c t o r i a  were 
and l a b o u r e r s  t h r o u g h  V i c t o r i a  t o  t h e  I p a r t  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  saw women " s t r i p -  

s a n d  b a r s  o f  t h e  F r a s e r  R i v e r ,  b r o t h e l s  ped and paraded On  a pla t fo rm where 
w e r e  s e t  up i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and towns a l o n g  P r ~ s ~ e c t i v e  b u y e r s  c o u l d  i n s p e c t  and b i d . "  
t h e  mining t r a i l s .  Bought and s o l d  l i k e  commodi t i es  i n  

While whi te  in v i c t o r i a  an American marke t  t h a t  s k y r o c k e t e d  i n  
outnumbered C h i n e s e  h o o k e r s  by a  wide mar- p r i c e  f rom a  low o f  $500.00 t o  a  h i g h  o f  
gin of l s O  t o  in 1 9 0 2 ,  the presence of  $ 2 , 5 0 0 - 0 0  a f t e r  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  a c t  o f  1 8 8 2 ,  
Chinese  once again  symbolize^ San F r a n c i s c o  women s o l d  t o  V i c t o r i a  f l e s h  

a  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e s  even i n  t h e  p e d d l e r s  demanded what t h e  marke t  c o u l d  

most i n t i m a t e  o f  m a t t e r s .  ~ i x i n g  o f  t h e  b e a r -  B u t ,  by  1884 when a  s u r g e  o f  w o r k e r s  
r a c e s  was a  t a b o o  u n l e s s  i t  i n v o l v e d  whi te ,  the camps heaaed f o r  the  
men and C h i n e s e  women. w e s t  c o a s t ,  women and young g i r l s  f rom 

D r .  A r t h u r  B .  S t o u t ,  a  member o f  Hong Kong and Macao by way o f  Guangdong, 
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  Board o f  H e a l t h ,  J i a n g s i  and Z h e j i a n g  p r o v i n c e s  h a d  a l -  
summed up the white opinion o f  interracial r e a d y  a r r i v e d  i n  V i c t o r i a  and Vancouver.  
s e x  by s a y i n g  t h a t :  " I f  a  f i r s t - c l a s s  Chi- C h i l d r e n  a s  young a s  s i x  y e a r s  t o  young 
n e s e  woman and a  f i r s t - c l a s s  w h i t e  man women i n  t h e i r  l a t e  t e e n s  f rom p o v e r t y -  
would m a r r y ,  i t  would b e  a  much b e t t e r  s t r i c k e n  p e a s a n t  and w o r k e r ' s  f a m i l i e s  i n  

c r o s s  t h a n  t h e  w h i t e  man on t h e  n e g r o  o r  China w e r e  t h e  most s o u g h t  a f t e r .  
t h e  w h i t e  man on t h e  I n d i a n . "  But  t h e  Because o f  t h e  backward f e u d a l  con- 
most common w h i t e  view was e x p r e s s e d  by d i t i o n s  o f  r u r a l  C h i n a ,  f e m a l e  c h i l d r e n  
ye t  another  prominent American. S .  Clin- were a lways  c o n s i d e r e d  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e i r  
ton  ti^^, who was a  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  o f  b r o t h e r s -  Unable t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  muscle  pow- 
t h e  American Supreme C o u r t ,  commented i e r  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  fa rm work,  t h e  b i r t h  of  a  
t h a t  " t h e  p rogeny  o f  C h i n e s e  and w h i t e s  g i r l  i n  a  p e a s a n t  f a m i l y  was a  c a u s e  f o r  
c a n n o t  p r o c r e a t e ,  o r  t h e i r  of f s p r i n g s  s o r r o w .  With a  Confuc ian  v a l u e  s y s t e m  
would b e  s o  i m p o t e n t  t h a t  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  b a s e d  on male supremacy ,  women were expen-  
m a j o r i t y  o f  o f f s p r i n g s ,  i t  would be  n o  d a b l e  from t h e  day o f  t h e i r  b i r t h .  A f a t h e r  
b e t t e r  t h a n  a mule . "  T h i s  remark spoke  o f  d a u g h t e r s  c o u l d  o n l y  hope f o r  p r o s p e c -  
f o r  a  whole c e n t u r y  o f  w h i t e  N o r t h  A m e r i -  t i v e  s o n s - i n - l a w ,  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a  c o n c u b i n e  
can a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  m i s c e g e n a t i o n  between from w r i n k l e d ,  b u t  w e a l t h y  m e r c h a n t s ,  
c h i n e s e  p e o p l e  and w h i t e e .  o f f i c i a l s ,  o r  a  w e l l - o f f  p e a s a n t ,  o r ,  i f  

Because o f  t h e s e  s e n t i m e n t s ,  c e r -  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  t h e  f i l l i n g  o f  a n  o r d e r  
t a i n  C h i n e s e  m e r c h a n t s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  e a s y  from a  g e n t r y  f o r  bondmaids .  Women i n  
p r o f i t s  c o u l d - b e  made from t h e  o b v i o u s -  f e u d a l  China  s e r v e d  n o  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  ex-  
n e e d s  o f  t h e  b a c h e l o r  w o r k e r s  and t h e  c e p t  a s  s e x u a l  o b j e c t s ,  baby makers ,  o r  
c u r i o s i t y  o f  t h e  w h i t e  p l e a s u r e  s e e k e r s .  b e a s t s  o f  b u r d e n .  I f  none of  t h e s e  o p t i o n s  
A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  women were b o u g h t  from t h e  m a t e r i a l i z e d  and t i m e s  were  s e v e r e ,  eepo-  
f l e s h  marke t  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  which was c i a l l y  d u r i n g  o r  a f t e r  c i v i l  wars  o r  r e -  
t h e  c e n t r e  of t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e  f o r  a l l  b e l l i o n s ,  a  f a t h e r  s o u g h t  o u t  a  b r o t h e l  
As ian  women. ~ i k e  t h e  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n c e s  k e e p e r  f o r  h i s  most a t t r a c t i v e  d a u g h t e r s .  
between m e r c h a n t s  and l a b o u r e r s ,  t h e  b r o -  Custom and economic c r i s i s  f o r c e d  C h i n e s e  
t h e l s  were s p l i t  i n t o  t h e  h i g h e r  s t a t u s  f a m i l i e s  t o  look  down on t h e i r  d a u g h t e r s .  
and b e t t e r  p a y i n g  p a r l o u r  work and t h e  The s e l l i n g  o f  female  c h i l d r e n  and young 
l o w e r  e s t e e m e d  c r i b  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  women i n t o  t h e  f l e s h  marke t  was t h e  l a s t  

Women work ing  i n  t h e  p a r l o u r s  t o o k  d e s p e r a t e  a t t e m p t  t o  k e e p  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
t h e  h i g h e r  p a y i n g  m e r c h a n t s  and C h i n e s e  members o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t o g e t h e r .  



.The i n e q u a l i t y  and  b r u t a l  u s e  o f  
women was n o t h i n g  new i n  China.  P r o s t i t u -  
t i o n  i n  Nor th  America  s i m p l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  
new w o r l d  l i n k  t o  t h a t  c h a i n  o f  human 
e x p l o i t a t i o n .  No one i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  com- 
muni ty  t r i e d  t o  s t o p  t h i s  t r a d e  i n  human 
c a r g o  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  some l o v e - s i c k  bach-  
e l o r .  But h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  s a v e  a  woman from 
from f u r t h e r  c o n f i n e m e n t  l e d  i n e v i t a b l y  
t o  s l a s h e d  h a n d s  and b r o k e n  r i b s  admin i -  , 

s t e r e d  by  t h e  h i g h b i n d e r s  o f  t h e  women's 
b r o t h e l .  These  e n f o r c e r s  were  t h e  mus- 
c l e s  t h a t  k e p t  t h e  c o f f e r s  o f  a  few 
m e r c h a n t s  f i l l e d .  They were  a l s o  t h e  h i t  
men who t r i e d  t o  p r e v e n t  w h i t e  e v a n g e l i s t s  
and s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  Lord f rom s a v i n g  t h e  
s o u l s  of  t h e  ' d e p r a v e d '  C h i n e s e  women 
who were  l o c k e d  i n t o  ' e a r t h l y  damnat ion  ' . 

V i c t i m s  of  a  c h a u v i n i s t i c  s o c i e t y  i n  
C h i n a ,  u s e d  t o  l i n e  t h e  p o c k e t s  o f  a  few 
m e r c h a n t s  i n  N o r t h  Amer ica ,  t h e s e  women 
e a s i l y  f e l l  p r e y  t o  t h e  e v a n g e l i s m  o f  w h i t e  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  and s o u l  s a v e r s .  But  f o r  t h e  
l a c k  o f  any  r e a l  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  
t h e  kingdom o f  God was more p r o m i s i n g  t h a n  
a  l i f e  w i t h  n o  more t o  look  f o r w a r d  t o  t h a n  
a  s y p h i l i c  d e a t h  b e f o r e  t h e  age  o f  25 .  

The most  famous r e s c u e  c e n t r e  f o r  t h e  
v i c t b m s  o f  m e r c h a n t  g r e e d  was M i s s  Morgan 's  
C h i n e s e  G i r l s '  Home i n  V i c t o r i a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  1888  and s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  Women's M i s -  
s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church,  
t h e  home s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  h e l ~ i n g  C h i n e s e  
g i r l s  and  women e s c a p e  from t h e  c l u t c h e s  
o f  t h e  h i g h b i n d e r s  and t h e i r  b o s s e s .  No one 
was e v e r  f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  r e f u g e  i n  t h e  home. 
&a M i s s  Morgan s a i d ,  " u n l e s s  t h e y  want  u s  
t o  h e l p  them,  we c a n ' t  h e l p  them."  

S i n c e  1 8 8 8 ,  t h e  home r e s c u e d  40 Chi-  
n e s e  and 8 J a p a n e s e  g i r l s  and women be tween  ; 
t h e  age6 o f  s e v e n  and  t w e n t y - f o u r  from 
p r o s t i t u t i o n .  By 1 9 0 2 ,  twen ty- two  h a d  mar- 
r i e d  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s ,  f o u r  were  l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  home, t h r e e  h a d  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  
o l d  l i f e ,  and  some r e t u r n e d  t o  China .  A l l  
were  b a p t i z e d  and b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  Metho- 
d i s t  f a i t h .  Those  who were  f o r c e d  back  

i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  p r o v o k e d  M i s s  Morgan and 
h e r  s t a f f  t o  t a k e  l e g a l  a c t i o n .  On one  
o c c a s i o n ,  i t  t o o k  $120.00 i n  l e g a l  f e e s  
t o  r e c l a i m  a  runaway. A n o t h e r  c o s t  $270.00 
i n  c o u r t  c o s t s .  

S i n c e  t h e  C h i n e s e  G i r l s '  Home became 
a  w e l l  known r e s c u e  c e n t r e ,  many l a b o u r -  
e r s  began  t o  f r e q u e n t  t h e  p l a c e  i n  h o p e s  
o f  becoming C h r i s t i a n .  B u t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
M i s s  Morgan, a  C h i n e s e  b a c h e l o r  " w i l l  
p r o f e s s  t o  become a  C h r i s t i a n  t o  g e t  a  
w i f e . "  

While  t h e r e  were  o t h e r s  l i k e  Garde- 
n e r  Loman who t r i e d  t o  h e l p  runaways by  
p r o v i d i n g  a  p l a c e  o f  r e f u g e  and c o u r s e s  
i n  home e c o n o m i c s ,  t h e r e  were  some who 
t r i e d  t o  p r o f i t  from t h e  m i s e r y  o f  t h e s e  
women. One s u c h  a a s e  i n v o l v e d  an i n d i v i d u -  
a l  by  t h e  name o f  Mains who e n t i c e d  young 
women i n t o  h i s  home by o f f e r i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  
from t h e  h i g h b i n d e r s  Hnd t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
a  new l i f e .  But t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  new i n  
t h i s  p r o m i s e .  When Mains was c a u g h t ,  t h e  . 
judge  o r d e r e d  a  s e n t e n c e  of  e i g h t  months  
o f  h a r d  l a b o u r  f o r  t h e  a b d u c t i o n  and s a l e  
o f  women f o r  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  

P r o s t i t u t i o n  a s  an economic  t r a n s -  
a c t i o n  among men, r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a  r e s u l t  
o f  a  woman's d e p r a v i t y ,  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  em- 
p h a s i z e d  by Lee Mon-kow, a  C h i n e s e  i n t e r -  
p r e t e r  a t  t h e  Customs House i n  V i c t o r i a .  
A r e s i d e n t  \ o f  t h e  c i t y  s i n c e  1 8 8 2 ,  Lee 
t o l d  t h e  1902 Roya l  Commission on C h i n e s e  
and J a p a n e s e  . Immigra t ion  t h a t  a  c o n t r a c t  
was u s u a l l y  d r a Q n  up be tween  a  p o o r  p e a -  
s a n t  woman t h r o u g h  a  b r o t h e l  d e a l e r  and a  
C h i n e s e  m e r c h a n t  who would pay t h e  woman's 
h e a d  t a x ,  p a s s a g e  c o s t s ,  and e x p e n s e s .  
I n  r e t u r n ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  "had  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  h e r  body s e r v i c e . "  She u n d e r t o o k  " t o  
pay a  c e r t a i n  sum a t  a  c e r t a i n  t i m e ,  t o  
r e p a y  t h e  p a s s a g e  money and t h e  h e a d  t a x  
and  s e v e n  p e r  c e n t  i n t e r e s t . "  I n  1902 ,  
Lee h a d  o n l y  come a c r o s s  t h r e e  c a s e s  o f  
s u c h  c o n t r a c t u a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  One o f  
t h e  t h r e e  was f o r  a  woman named Woon Ho 
who c o s t  $302.00 p l u s  $7.00 f o r  c l o t h i n g  
and $4.00 f o r  a  l e a t h e r  t r u n k .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  low r a t i o  o f  C h i n e s e  
p r o s t i t u t e s  t o  w h i t e s ,  i t  was a  f l o u r i s h -  

, i n g  b u s i n e s s  f o r  some C h i n e s e  m e r c h a n t s .  
Along w i t h  opium,  g a m b l i n g ,  and  immigra-  
t i o n  i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  con- 
t r o l l e d  t h e  d e s t i n i e s  o f  t h e  b a c h e l o r  
w o r k e r s .  

( E d i t o h ' b  Note:  The dootnoteb doh t h e  
above aht icLe have been'omitted doh bpace 
conbidehationb . 16 you ahe intehebted i n  
doLLowing up on paht iculah hedehcinceb, 
Look out doh Mh. Chan'b b o o k  which bhouLd 
be avaiLabla  l a t e h  t h i b  yeah. 

Anthony Chan i b  one 0 6  t h e  doundehb 0 6  
The Abianadian. He i b  cuhhently hebid in  e X S a b k a t o o n  whehe he doeb dheelance w o k  . 

THE ASlANADlAN , 16 



-ljr 
Krisantha Sri E b a g g i p t t a  

U N I T E D  AMERICAN L O Y A L I S T S  

LAST S T O P  BEFORE MANIFEST D E S T I N Y  

c o l d  c o l d  n o r t h e r n  d i m  l i t  s t a t i o n  
e a r l y  m o r n i n g ' s  r e f u g e e s  
i n  f r o m  t h e  n i g h t  
s t a m p i n g  y e s t e r d a y ' s  s m e l l  
f r o m  t o d a y ' s  s h o e s  

e v e r y o n e s  a  t i n y  t r a i n  
b r a i n  f u e l L e d  i n c e s s a n t l y  
s m o k i n g  l e a k i n g  h e l d  b r e a t h  
f r o m  t h e  m o u t h  

c o u g h i n g  s p i t t i n g  
o n  t h e  g o i n g - n o w h e r e  p l a t f o r m  

A M E R I C A  L I K E  A  D I S A S T E R - -  
M O V I E  S C R E E N  
C O M E S  C R A S H I N G  T H R O U G H  
F R O N T  P A G E S  

t h e y  p u t  t h e i r  n e w s p a p e r s  t o  b e d  
w i t h  c o l d  t y p e  

t h e y  e x p o s e  t h e i r  j o u r n a l i s t i c  m u s c l e s  
i n  t h e  s e l f - m a d e  m i r r o r  
o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  

t h e y  w e i g h  i n  w i t h  s i l e n t  m a j o r i t i e s  
a n d  v o c a l  m i n o r i t i e s  

t h e y  s p e a k  w i t h  t o n g u e s  
o f  s p o k e s - m e n  a n d  p r e s s - a g e n t s  
t h e y  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  m a n - o f - t h e - s t r e e t  
o p i n i o n s  
t h e y  m o r a l i s e  a g a i n s t  women-- 
t a k i n g - t h k - n i g h t  d i v e r s i o n s  
t h e y  a d v o c a t e  s c a b - t h r o . u g h - p i c k e t - l i n e  
i n d i v j d u a l l t y  

t h e y  t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  r e f e r e e s  
b u t  l o o k  a t  t h e i r  a d - s e c t i o n !  

t h e y  a r e  c o r p o r a t e  c h e e r l e a d e r s  
w i t h  l o c k e r - r o o m  p r i v i l e g e s  
d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  game 

T h e  a b o v e  p o e m s  a h e  h e p h i n t c a  w i t h  p e h m i b b i o n  b h o m  
" D O M E S T I C  B L I S S " ,  t h e  p o e t ' b  h e c e n t l y  p u b l $ o h e d  
p o e t h y  a n t h o l u g y .  ( T o h o n t o :  1 6  F i v e  P h e b b ,  1 9 8 1 )  



! 

with GORDON CHWG 

, ASlANADlAN: Thehe hub been c h i t i c i b m  0 6  
. t h e  b  o- c a l l e d  ' h y p h e n a t e d  Canadianb ' . 

16 t h e h e  a  happy medium? 

CHONG: T h e r e  b e t t e r  be  a  happy medium. I f  
you l o o k  c a r e f u l l y  a t  t h e  A s i a n s  who 
s p e n d  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  g o i n g  back  t o  
t h e i r  r o o t s ,  t h e y ' r e  u s u a l l y  . t h i r d  
o r  f o u r t h  g e n e r a t i o n ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  J a -  
p a n e s e  b a n b e i .  I n  many c a s e s ,  t h e y  
a r e  p e o p l e  who u n f o r t u n a t e l y  were  
b r o u g h t  up w i t h v e r y  l i t t l e  o f ,  s a y  
C h i n e s e ,  c u l t u r e  and l a n g u a g e .  They 
f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  t h e y ' v e  m i s s e d  o u t  on 
s o m e t h i n g  and I s u p p o s e  t h e y  h a v e .  
But  i n  p u t t i n g  s o  much e m p h a s i s  on 
p a s t  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e y ' r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  
o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
i n  Canada. You h a v e  t o  a c h i e v e  a  

A d e n t i b t  by p h o d e b b i o n ,  Dh. Gohdon Chong, 
38, wan e l e c t e d  b e f l i o h  a ldehman 0 6  Tohon-  
2 0 ' 6  Wahd 6 i n  Novembeh, 1980. He ha6 
been i n v o l v e d  i n  Chineb e  communi ty  a d d a i h b  
a l L  h i b  l i d e  and c o n t i n u e b  t o  be one ad 
t h e  communi ty  ' 6  L e a d i n g  and c o n t h o  v e h b i a l  
~ p o h e b p e h b o n b  . A d o u h t h  g e n e h a t i o n  Ch inebe  
C a n a d i a n ,  Chong i d  mahhied t o  t h e  dohmeh 
L o h i n n e  Matb u i ,  a  t h i h d  g e n e h a t i o n  Japaneb e  
Canad ian .  They have t h h e e  c h i l d h e n .  

b a l a n c e d  a p p r o a c h  i n  t h a t  you want  
t o  l e a r n  t h i n g s  t h a t  come from y o u r  
f a t h e r ' s  o r  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  c u l t u r e  
and h e r i t a g e ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  wan t  t o  
s p e n d  s o  much t i m e  i n  r e s e a r c h i n g  
them t h a t  you l o s e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
g i v e n  t o  you t o  move i n t o  t h e  main- 
s t r e a m  e v e n  more i n  Canada.  A f t e r  
a l l ,  t h i s  i s  where  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  
make o u r  home--where o u r  k i d s  a r e  
g o i n g  t o  b e  r a i s e d .  So i t ' s  much 
more i m p o r t a n t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  my p r a g -  - - .  

m a t i c  a p p r o a c h ,  t o  a c h i e v e  a s  much , 
The d o l l o w i n g  i n t e h v i e w  w i t h  Gohdon Chong a s  you c a n  h e r e .  
Wab c o n d u c t e d  i n  Octobeh,.  19 81 by D a n i e l  
C .  Lee doh THE ASIANADIAN. ASZANADlAN: S o ,  i t ' b  a  mat&& 0 6  p h i o h i t i e b ?  

ASlANADlAN: Do you  c o n b i d e h  youhbe ld  t o  be 
a  C h i n e s e  C a n a d i a n ,  a  Canad ian  0 6  
Ch inebe  deb c e n t - - o h  a  Canad ian?  

CHONG: A Canad ian  o f  C h i n e s e  d e s c e n t .  
The d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  t h a t  you  a r e  p r i -  
m a r i l y  a  C a n a d i a n ,  b u t  o b v i o u s l y  
have  P c e r t a i n  amount o f  C h i n e s e  
t h i n k i n g .  You c a n ' t  g e t  away f rom 
i t .  G e n e t i c a l l y ,  t h a t ' s  wha t  you 
a r e .  I d o n ' t  p i n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
i m p o r t a n c e  on l a b e l s  b e c a u s e  we t e n d  

, t o  g e t  hung up on c a t e g o r i z i n g  peo- 
p l e .  I t ' s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  s o  much 
t i m e  and e n e r g y  i s  w a s t e d  d o i n g  
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  You l o s e  s i g h t  o f  
what  t h e  p e r s o n  s t a n d s  f o r  and wha t  
t h e  p e r s o n  d o e s .  

CHONG: Yes. I would n e v e r  p u t  t h a t  a t  t h e  
t o p  o f  my l i s t  o f  p r i o r i t i e s ,  n o r  
would I s u g g e s t  my c h i l d r e n  do i t .  
I f  I were  a s k e d  f o r  a d v i c e ,  I ' d  s i m -  
p l y  a d v i s e  p e o p l e  t h a t ,  Y e s ,  you h a v e  
t o  f i n d  o u t  where  y o u r  r o o t s  a r e  and 
l e a r n  a b o u t  them,  b u t  t h a t  r e a l l y  
i s n ' t  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  y o u r  b e i n g  i n  
Canada.  F i r s t  and f o r e m o s t ,  you '  re 
a  C a n a d i a n .  You may b e  a  C a n a d i a n  o f  
C h i n e s e  d e s c e n t ,  and you h a v e  t o  
b r i n g  y o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s p e c t i v e  
and p a r t i c u l a r  e x p e r i e n c e  t ,o  b e a r  i n  
t h e  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t ,  b u t ,  n e v e r t h e -  
l e s s ,  y o u ' r e  a  C a n a d i a n  f i r s t .  I 
g u e s s  I n o t i c e d  i t  f i r s t  among t h e  
b a n b e i  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  s e c o n d  g e n e r a -  
t i o n  p a r e n t s ,  t h e  n i b e i ,  were  e n c o u r -  
aged  n o t  t o  b e  J a p a n e s e  b e c a u s e  o f  
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t h e  War and t < e  t h i n g s  t k a t  h a p p e n e d  
, d u r i n g  t h e  War. I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  , 

p e r h a p s  a  v e r y  p r e c i p i t o u s ,  an a l m o s t  
i m p u l s i v e - - I  d o n ' t  know i f  t h o s e  
a r e  t h e  r i g h t  w o r d s ,  b u t  I h a v e n ' t  
g i v e n  i t  a  l o t  o f  t h o u g h t  r e c e n t l y ,  
s o  t h o s e  a r e  t h e  words  I choose--  
f o r  t h e  b a n b e i  t o  s p e n d  a l i t t l e  t o o  

. much t i m e  g o i n g  b a c k  i n t o  t h e i r  J a -  
p a n e s e  c u l t u r e  and I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  
s a c r i f i c i n g  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
a c h i e v e  i n  Canada by d o i n g  i t .  

ASIANADIAN: 1  t h i n k  a  Co t  od s a n s e i  do 
t h i s  becauae  Ahey h e a e i z e  t h e y  h a v e  
n o t  done enough 0 6  it. 

CHO#G: My f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  i t ' s  a  n e v e r  end-  
i n g  t h i n g ' s 0  you d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  s p e n d  
two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  y o u r  l i f e  a t  
i t .  I t ' s  n o t  a s  i f  i t ' s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  
t h a t  you h a v e  t o  dd i t  now o r  e l s e  
i t ' s  l o s t  f o r e v e r .  

ASIANADIAN: G e t t i n g  back t o  " m a i n b t h e a m " ,  
w h a t  do -you b e e  an t h e  "Ca:tadian 
mainbtheam" ? 

CHONG: What I would l i k e  us  t o  do i s  g e t  
i n t o  p o s i t i o n s  o f  power  and i n f l u -  
e n c e - - w h e t h e r  i t ' s  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  
c i v i l  s e r v i c e  o r  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s .  We've b e e n  k e p t  o u t  o f  them 
i n  t h e  p a s t  and you c a n n o t  e f f e c t  
r e a l ,  l o n g  t e r m ,  m e a n i n g f u l  change  
from t h e  o u t s i d e .  The i d e a  i s  t o  
g e t  i n s i d e  and go a s  f a r  a s  you 
c a n .  I t  deemb t h a t  a  Canad ian-born  
who c o u l d  s p e a k  t h e  l a n g u a g e  v e r y  
w e l l  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  m a i n s t r e a m ,  b u t  
i f  you  n e v e r  make it t o  t h e  t o p  o f  ( 

a  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h e n  you a r e  r e a l l y  
n o t  i n  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m .  You ' re  
s t i l l  a  t o k e n .  I d o n ' t  mean t h a t  
we h a v e  t o  be  a s s i m i l a t e d ,  b e c a u s e  
we c a n ' t '  b e  a s s i m i l a t e d .  I ' m  t a l k -  
i n g  a b o u t  i n t e g r a t i o n .  Some peo-  
p l e  may n o t  make a  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  b u t  
I do .  When I t a l k  a b o u t  i n t e g r a -  
t i o n ,  I mean you Move i n t o  an a r e a  
b u t  you d o n ' t  f o r g e t  e v e r y t h i n g  
a b o u t  y o u r  h e r i t a g e .  You r e t a i n  a  
c e r t a i n  a t t a c h m e n t .  And, you know, 
i t ' s  n o t  e a s y  b e i n g  a  non-whi te .  I t ' s  
t o u g h .  You h a v e  t o  work a t  i t .  

ASlANADlAN: Ad a  membeh 0 6  a  v i b i b L e  min-  
o h i t y  and ad a  p o L i t i c i a n ,  how do you 
v i e w  t h e  hoLe 0 6  m u L t i c u ~ t u h a L i d m ?  

CHONG: T h e r e ' s  good and b a d  t o  e v e r y t h i n g .  
The good t h i n g s  e v e r y b o d y  t a l k s  a b o u t .  
Some o f  t h e  b a d  t h i n g s  a b o u t  m u l t i -  . 
c u l t u r a l i s m  and t h e  g i v i n g  o f  g r a n t s  
Lnc lude  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  t e n d s  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  s t a y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  
own l i t t l e  g r o u p s .  ~ ' m  c y n i c a l  enough  
t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  above some 
p e o p l e  t o  u s e  t h a t  t o  k e e p  a  l o t  o f  

e t h n i c 6  "back  on t h e  farm".  ~t s o u n d s  
good:  We ' r e  h e l p i n g  them r e t a i n  t h e i r  
c u l t u r e  and h e r i t a g e .  I t ' s  l i k e  mo- 
the rhood- -you  s h o u l d n ' t  'come o u t  
againsf.  i t .  But  t h e  v e r y  o b v i o u s ,  
n e g a t i v e  t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  , 

more t i m e  p e o p l e  s p e n d  d o i n g  t h a t ,  
t h e  l e s s  t i m e  t h e y  have  f o r  o t h e r  
t h i n g s .  Which means t h e  l e s s  t i m e  
t h e y  h a v e  t o  pay  a t t e n t i o n  t o  w h a t ' s  
g o i n g  on i n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  l e s s  
t i m e  t h e y  have  t o  p a y  t o  t h e i r  own 
p r o f e s s i o n s  and e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a  p o s i -  
t i o n  where  t h e y  can  i n f l a e n c e  t h i n g s .  

ASIANADIAN: Whl i t ' b  &he a o L u t i o n ?  C u X  back  
on money s p e n t  on muLt icuLtuhai?ibm? 

CHONG: \I t h i n k  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e y  migh t  h a v e  
t o  c u t  b a c k .  I d o n ' t  know. The s h o r t  
t e r m  s o l u t i o n  h a s  t o  come from t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  e , t h n i c  communi t i e s .  S e e  i t  . 
f o r  what  it  i s .  D o n ' t  g e t  c a u g h t  up 
i n  i t ,  j u s t  b e c a u s e  y o u ' r e  g e t t i n g  
some f r e e b i e  h a n d o u t .  A f a m i l y  u n i t  
can  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  h e r i -  
t a g e  and c u l t u r e  i n  t h e i r  own way--in 
a  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  way--and t h a t  may 
b e  more m e a n i n g f u l .  I t h i n k  t h a t ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  community,  up 
u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  h a s  -been  
s o  g h e t t o i z e d  and I d o n ' t  mean p h y s i -  
c a l l y  i n  China town,  i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  
way we t h i n k .  

ASIANADTAN: What a b o u t  n o m e t h i n g  L i k e  t h e  
h e h i t a g e  Language phoghamb? Do you 
t h i n k  i n  t h e  Long hun it m i g h t  b e  a  
bad t h i n g ?  

:HONG:. I t h i n k  t h e y '  r e  goo'd, b u t  my r e a s o n s  
f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  them a r e  p r o b a b l y  n o t  
t h e  same a s  t h o s e  who a r e  r e c e n t  i m -  
m i g r a n t s .  My r e a s o n s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  
a  h e r i t a g e  p rogram i s  f o r  i t s  com- 
m u n i c a t i o n  v a l u e .  L e t ' s  t a k e  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  a  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i q n  i m m i g r a n t  . 
f a m i l y .  You h a v e  a  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  o r  a  
g r a n d m o t h e r ,  a  f a t h e r  and a  mother  
who d o n ' t  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  v e r y  w e l l - -  
and l e t ' s  s a y  a  c h i l d  who ' s  b o r n  h e r e  
o r  someone w h o ' s  come h e r e  when' t h e y  
were  r e a l l y  young. A Canad ian-born  
w i l l  i n t e g r a t e  v e r y  w e l l  i n  t h e  Cans.- I 

d i a n  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  t h e  p a r e n t s  and 
g r a n d p a r e n t s  migh t  n o t .  They may n o t  
u n d e r s t a n d  a  l o t  o f  t h e  t G i n g s  t h a t  L 

a r e  g o i n g  on. Now i f  t h e  k i d s  d o n ' t  . 
s p e a k  t h e  l a n g u a g e  ('of t h e i r  p a r e n t s  
add g r a n d p a r e n t s )  w e l l ,  t h e n  t h e y  
c a n ' t  communicate.  I f  you have  a  h e r i -  
t a g e  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m ,  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  
t h e  l a n g u a g e  and  can  a c t  a s  a  c o n d u i t  
be tween  t h e  b r o a d e r  community and  
t h e i r  own f a m i l y .  They can  a c t  a s  i n -  
t e r p r e t e r s  n o t  o n l y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  docu-  
ments  t h a t  a r e  b r o u g h t  home, b u t  t o  

' i n t e r p r e t  s o c i a l  mores t o  t h e  o l d e r  
g e n e r a t i o n .  By d o i n g  t h a t ,  t h e y  w i l l  



/ 

t h e n  a l l o w  t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  
h a v e  b e e n  l o s t  i n  t h e  s h u f f l e  t o  
become a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  C a n a d i a n s .  

ASTANADTAN: You wehe q u o t e d  i n  a  " T o h o n t s  
S t a h "  4 h t i c L e  ab b  a g i n g  " C h i n e b  e  a x e  
j u b t  ab h a c i b t  ab a n y o n e  eLae . "  Wha t  
d i d  y o u  mean by  t h a t ?  

CHONG: G r a n t e d  i t  was a  c a l c u l a t e d  s t a t e m e n t  
I made,  b u t  I f i g u r e d  i t  was w o r t h  
mak ing  p r o v i d e d  i t  was p u t  i n  c o n t e x t  
i n  t h e  w h o l e  a r t i c l e .  I f  p e o p l e  q u e s -  
t i o n  me on i t ,  I ' d  g i v e  them t h e  same 
e x p l a n a t i o n .  I t ' s  a  f a c t  o f  l i f e  a n d  
i f  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  c r i t i c a l  o f  
o t h e r s  and  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  a c c e p t  a  
l i t t l e  c r i t i c i s m  o u r s e l v e s ,  I t h i n k  
w e  may b e  t a k i n g  o u r s e ' l v e s  a  l i t t l e  
t o o  s e r i o u s l y .  

ASZANADIAN: You ahe  c h a i h m a n  0 6  t h e  W a x k i n g  
S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  P o L i c i n g .  Wha t  k i n d  
0 6  phoghamb o h  b t e p b  do  y o u  6eeL  a x e  
n e c e b b a h y  t o w a ~ d ' i m p ~ o v i n g  p o e i c e -  
m i n o h i t y  h e l a t i o n 6  ? 

CHONG: F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  we're l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  
r e c r u i t m e n t  and  h i r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  ; 
t r a i n i n g  and  c a r e e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e .  W e  h a v e n ' t  come t o  
a n y  c o n c l u s i o n s  y e t .  One o f  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  t r o u b l e s  u s  i s  t h e  number  
o f  v i s i b l e  m i n o r i t i e s  who a r e  n o t  i n  
h i g h e r  e c h e l o n s  o f  t h e  . p o l i c e  f o r c e .  
A c e r t a i n  amount  o f  r a c i s m  may p l a y  
a  p a r t ,  b u t  we may n o t  b e  g e t t i n g  
t h e  t y p e  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  who w i l l  g o  
a s  f a r  a s  t h e y  c a n ,  a s  w e l l .  P o l i c e  
w o r k ' s  n o t  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  C h i n e s e ,  
n e v e r  h a s  b e e n .  I f  y o u  c a n  g o  o u t  
a n d  become a  l a w y e r  o r  a  d o c t o r ,  t h a t  
i s  t h e  r o u t e  you  w a n t  t o  go .  You 
d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e  a  c o p .  And c o n s i -  

d e r i n g  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Hong 
Kong p o l i c e ,  many of.  t h e  p e o p l e  who 
come h e r e  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d .  
One o f  t h e  ways t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  t h e  
v a r i a u s  m i n o r i t y  c o m m u n i t i e s  w o u l d  
b e  t o  h a v e  more v i s i b l e  m i n o r i t i e s  
a n d  more  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e i r  p a r t i c u -  
l a r  e t h n i c  communi ty  o n  t h e  f o r c e ,  
s o  t h a t  ' t h e y  c a n  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h e m  
and  u s e  t h e m  a s  p o s s i b l e  r o l e  m o d e l s .  
The  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  how t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  
p e o p l e  t o  make a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  become 
p o l i c e m e n .  One o f  t h e  ways  may b e  
t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  w h o l e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  
t h e  way t h e  p o l i c e  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d .  
Now, may b e  t h e r e '  i s  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  
b e i n g  p c o p  t h a t ' s  a t t r a c t i v e ;  may 
b e  t h e  money i s n ' t  good  e n o u g h 4  S o  
w e  h a v e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  
p o s s i b l y  s u g g e s t  ways  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
s h o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d  s o  t h a t  a  p o l i c i n g  
c a r e e r  w i l l  l o o k  more a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  
compare  f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  s a y ,  b e i n g  a  
l a w y e r ,  a  j o u r n a l i s t  o r  anybody  e l se .  

I wou ld  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  
w i l l  g o  on m e e t i n g  f o r  a t  l e a s t  s i x  
t o  t e n  mon ths .  

ASIANAVlAN: Wha t  p h o m p t e d  y o u  t o  h u n  $ a h  
p o L i t i c a L  o d d i c e ?  Wha t  m o t i v a t i o n b  
d i d  y o u  h a v e ?  

CHONG: I ' v e  b e e n  a  member o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t y  s i n c e  I g r a d u a t e d  ( f r o m  u n i v e r -  
s i t y )  a b o u t  1 4  y e a r s  ago .  I o f f i c i a l -  
l y  became a  c a r d - c a r r y i n g  C o n s e r v a -  
t i v e  a b o u t  11 y e a r s  ago .  The  r e a s o n  
f o r  d o i n g  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  I ' m  o f  Ch i -  
n e s e  d e s c e n t  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few 
C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p o l i t i c s .  
T h a t  was  my f i r s t  m o t i v a t i o n .  And 
h a v i n g  b e e n  t h r o u g h  e l e c t i o n  cam- 
p a i g n s  and  o r g a n i z i n g ,  I h a v e  b e e n  
a s k e d  t o  r u n  b e f o r e  a n d  t h i s  t i m e  
I was  a s k e d  t o  r u n  a g a i n .  I l o o k e d  
a t  it a n d  t h o u g h t  I c o u l d  w i n .  T h a t ' . s  
why I r a n .  I c o u l d ' v e  r u n  i n  Norhh 
York.  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  i t  w o u l d  
n o t  h a v e  m a t t e r e d  t o  m e  o n e  way o r  
t h e  o t h e r  i f  I t h o u g h t  I c o u l d  w i n .  
I t ' s  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  C h i n e s e  
show o u r  f a c e s  w h e r e  t h e y ' r e  n o t  
u s y a l l y  s e e n .  

ASTANADIAN: U h a t  a b o u t  t h e  6 k d e h a L  b y -  
e L e c t i o n  i n  t h e  S p a d i n a  h i d i n g  L a b t  
AuguoA? Why wehe y o u  a b k e d  t o  t u n  
a n d  why d i d  y o u  pabb it u p ?  

CHONG: I s u p p o s e  i n  t h e i r  owh p e r v e r t e d  
way t h e y  t h o u g h t  I m i g h t  b e  a n  a t -  
t r a c t i v e  c a n d i d a t e .  I d o n ' t  know. 
I d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  r u n  a n d  I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  I was t h e  i d e a l  c a n d i d a t e  
e i t h e r - - b e c a u s e  I was new i n  o f f i c e ,  
h a d  a  l o t  t o  l e a r n  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  
d i d n ' t  see m y s e l f  a s  a  f e d e r a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

ASlANADlAN: T h e  "W-5" i b b u e .  A  h e p o h t  i n  
t h e  Novembex 3 ,  1 9 8 0  " V a h b i t y "  ( U n i -  
v e h b i t y  0 6  T o h o n t o  o t u d e n t  p a p e h )  
a L L e g e d  t h a t  y o u  d i b b u a d e d  t h e  ad  h o c  
c o m m i t t e e  6hom b u p p a h t i n g  l e g a L  a c -  
t i o n  a g a i n o t  CTV and  t h a t  y o u  oppobed  
t h e  J a n u a x y ,  2 6 ,  1 9 8 1  a n t i - W - 5  h a L L y .  
May be y o u  c o u L d  b e t  t h e  h e c o h d  
b t h a i g h t  o n  t h a t .  

CHONG: 1 d o n ' t  r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  
W-5 anymore  b e c a u s e  I ' m  g e t t i n g  q u i t e  
f e d  up w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  i s s u e .  I was 
a s k e d  t o  g e t  l e g a l  o p i n i o n s  on l e g a l  

. a c t i o n  b e c a u s e  i f  you  h a v e  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  
t o  s p e n d ,  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  a  p u b l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  campa ign  w o u l d  b e  much 
more c o s t - b e n e f i c i a l  t h a n  t o  s e e k  l e - .  
g a l  a c t i o n .  T h e s e  were f rom some o f  
t h e  t o p  l a w y e r s  i n  T o r o n t o .  I was 
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  o p p o s e d  t o  a n y  r a l l y .  
I d i d n ' t  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  r a l l y  b e c a u s e  
it  w o u l d ' v e  b e e n  c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e  
a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  A f t e r  I g o t  t h e  l e g a l  
o p i n i o n s  a n d  it was o b v i o u s  p e o p l e  
w e r e n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i d  h e a r i n s  t h e m .  

THE-ASTANADTAN 



t h e y  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d  me a  s u f f i c i -  
e n t l y  good r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  a p p e a r  , 
befo r ' e  t h e  O n t a r i o  C a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s  
t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  why we 
a s  a  community f e l t  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  
a b o u t  i t .  I p e r s o n a l l y  o p p o s e d  t h e  
W5 p r o g r a m  , b u t  I t h i n k  where  we 
p a r t e d  company was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  , 
t a c t i c s  employed .  

ASYANAUPAN: T h e  Sun Y a t - n e n  n t a t u e  c o n t t o -  
v e t b y .  What k i n d  0 6  Lebnonb,  i d  
any ,  do you t h i n 6  t h e  Chinede  com- 
m u n i t  y  Lea tned  dtom t h a t  debacLe? 

CHONG: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  C h i n e s e  community 
l e a r p s  t o o  much a t  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
y e a r s .  I may b e  g e t t i n g  a  l i t t l e  
c y n i c a l  now b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g  
o p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I f e e l  i n  some 
c a s e s  was d i r e c t e d  a t  me p e r s o n a l l y ;  
a n d  some p e o p l e  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t '  s 
a  v e r y  v a l i d  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  b u t  I 

'would  s u s p e c t  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  s e g -  
ment o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  communi ty ,  b e -  
c a u s e  o f  t h e  W5 t h i n g  a n d  t h e i r  m i s -  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  my a c t i o n s  p r o b a -  
b l y  w a n t  t o  go a f t e r  me w h e n e v e r  
t h e y  g e t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o  s o .  

ASIANADIAN: Gnawing up i n  t h e  19506,  d i d  
you e x p e t i e n c e  a  L o t  od t a c i n m  and 
p t e j u d i c e ?  What ed6ec-t d i d  it h a v e  
an y o u t  t h i n k i n g ?  

CHONG: Some, n o t  a  l o t .  What I d i d  s e e  
was p r e j u d i c e  a t  t h e  a d u l t  l e v e l - -  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r a c i s m .  Even t h o u g h  

a r o u n d ,  make o u r s e l v e s  s ' t r o n g e r ,  work 
h a r d e r  t o  ovarcome i t  and  g e t  i n t o  
p o s i t i o n s  where  we h a v e n ' t  b e e n  b e -  
f o r e ,  t h e n  t h a t  wou ld  b e  a  more p o s i -  
t i v e  k i n d  o f  r e a c t i o n .  T h a t ' s  why 
I ' m  n o  l o n g e r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d i s c u s -  
s i n g  t h e  W5 t h i n g .  I n o  l o n g e r  t h i n k  
t h a t  h a n g i n g  on t o  t h a t  i s  a  h e a l t h y  
t h i n g .  We s h o u l d  b'e g o i n g  a h e a d .  
A g a i n ,  i t ' s  r e a l l y  f u n n y  b e c a u s e  
when I was g r o w i n g  up--and I h a d  a  - 
l o t  o f  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  
p e o p l e  who w e r e  t w o ,  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
g e n e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  coun t ry - -we  
n e v e r  e v e n  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  c e l e b r a t -  
i n g  t h e  r a i l w a y  w o r k e r s .  The  p e o p l e  
who a r e  d o i n g  i t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  J i m  
P o n ,  h a v e  h a d  n o  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
it.  And I wondered :  What t h e  h e l l  
i s  g o i n g  on?  I mean why a r e  t h e y  
s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b r i n g i n g  i t  up-- 
n o t  t h a t  we s h o u l d n ' t  b e  p r o u d  o f  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we h e l p e d  b u i l d  t h e  
r a i l r o a d .  Are  we b r i n g i n g  up a l l  
t h e s e  f a c t s  t o  make p e o p l e  f e e l  
g u i l t y ,  t o  g i v e  u s  s o m e t h i n g ?  I f  
you make p e o p l e  f e e l  a  l i t t l e  t o o  
g u i l t y ,  t h e n  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  s a y ,  
" A w ,  h e l l .  W e ' r e  t i r e d  o f  h e a r i n g  
a l l  t h i s  s t u f f . "  

ASIANADIAN: What k i n d  0 6  p o L i t i c a L  goaLn 
a t e  you b e t t i n g  d o t  y o u t b e l d ?  You 
b a i d  t h a t  t h e  aLde tmanlb  p o b i t i o n  

i s n ' t  t h a t  i m p o t t a n t  t o  you. What i n ?  

CHONG: The most  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  t o  me i s  
t h a t  I d o n ' t  s a c r i f i c e  my r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  w i t h  my f a m i l y  f o r  p o l i t i c s .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  any  community 
s e r v i c e - - t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  C h i n e s e  , 
community--any p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  t h a t  
i s  w o r t h  t h a t .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  h a s -  
s l e  t h a t  I ' v e  g o t t e n  i n  t h e  l a s t  
t e n  m o n t h s ,  I ' m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  wonder  
- - t h i s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  m i s q u o t e d  
someday- -whe the r  i t ' s  w o r t h  my b e i n g  
s o  a w a r e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I ' m  Ch i -  
n e s e  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  
t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  
s e n s e .  Why s h o u l d  I s a c r i f i c e  m y s e l f  
p e r s o n a l l y  i f  a l l  I d o  i s  g e t  h a s -  
s l e d  b y  my own c o p m u n i t y ?  

my f a t h e r  was an i n t e r p r e t e r  a t  ASIANADIAN: W h a t ' b  y o u t  phiLonophy i n  L i d e ?  
C i t y  H a l l ,  h e  was s o r t  o f  a  t o k e n .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  k i n d  o f  p r e j u d i c e  I CHONG: I t  h a s  a  l o t  t o  do w i t h  t h e  f a c t  
grew up w i t h .  I t  made me v e r y  de -  t h a t  I was b r o u g h t  up i n  a C h i n e s e  
t e r m i n e d  t o  show t h a t  C h i n e s e  w e r e  way. I would  l i k e  t o  d o  w h a t  I c a n  
j u s t  a s  g o o d  a t ,  i f  n o t  b e t t e r  a t  t p  e n h a n c e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Ch i -  
a  l o t  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  c o n s i d -  n e s e  C a n a d i a n  communi ty ,  b u t  I w i l l  
e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  s u p e r i o r  a t .  c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  s a c r i f i c e  my p e r -  
T h a t ' s  one  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  why I t o o k  s o n a l  l e i s u r e  t i m e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
an  i n t e r e s t  i n  s c h o o l ,  n o t  o n l y  t h a t  I become n e u r o t i c  a b o u t  i t .  I ' m  
a c a d e m i c a l l y  b u t  i n  a t h l e t i c s .  I d o n ' t  jus t  not going t o  do t h a t .  L i f e  is 
w a n t  t o  s a y  t h a t  p e o p l e  c o m p l a i n  t o o  t o o  s h o r t .  I ' v e  p a i d  s l o t  o f  my 
much, b e c a u s e  we h a v e  a  v a l i d  r e a s o n  d u e s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a l r e a d y .  I d o n ' t  
t o  c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  t h e  way w e ' r e  i n t e n d  t o  p a y  many more.  
t r e a t e d .  I f ,  a s  i n  t h e  J e w i s h  com- 
m u n i t y ,  we w e r e  t o  t a k e  t h e  p r e j u -  - - - - - - - - - - - -  
d i c e  d i r e c t e d  a t  u s  a n d  t u r n  it 
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MBlOiKS OF 4 GHillESE fCHQ01 
I POOP- QUT 

By??. ... 
alias KEVIN WAN 

[ A u t h o h ' b  n o t e :  ALL t h e  nameb i n  t h i b  a u t o -  
b i o g h a p h i c a L  wohk h a v e  been changed  t o  pho-  
t e c t  t h e  embahhabbed . )  

E v e r y  Monday,  Wednesday a n d  F r i d a y ,  
f rom f o u r  t o  s i x  o ' c l o c k ,  I w o u l d  go  t o  
C h i n e s e  S c h o o l ,  w h i c h  was h e l d  i n  t h e  b a s e -  
ment  o f  S t .  M a t t h e w ' s  C h u r c h .  I h a t e d  a n d  
r e s e n t e d  i t i  I h a t e d  g o i n g  t h e r e  t o  s e e  t h e  
p e o p l e  and  . t he  d e p r e s s i n g  s u r r o u n d i n g s  a n d  - 
t o  b r e a t h e  t h e  a i r  w h i c h  h a d  a  s m e l l  r e m i -  
n i s c e n t  o f  p i c k l e d  s o c k s .  B u t  I w e n t - - f o r  
t h r e e  w h o l e  y e a r s  ( w h i c h  shows  y o u  how 
much o f  a  j u v e n i l e  d i s s i d e n t  I w a s . )  

I t ' s  n o t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  e n j o y  s c h o o l .  
I l o v e d  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o a l  a n d  some o f  my 
g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n c l u d e d  b e i n g  e d i t o r  
o f  t h e  c l a s s  n e w s p a p e r ,  "Head Boy'' o f  my 
c l a s s - - a n d  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  p a t r o l  
( a l l  v e r y  p r e s t i g i o u s  p o s i t i o n s ) .  H e r e  I 
w a s ,  t h i s  q u i e t  a n d  s l i g h t  k i d ,  b e s p e c t a -  
c l e d  w i t h  t h i c k ,  b l a c k  f r a m e s ;  b u t  i n  C h i -  
n e s e  S c h o o l ,  I was  a n  i n s u r g e n t  r e b e l l i n g  
a g a i n s t  my p a r e n t s  a n d  a n y t h i n g  t o o  C h i n a -  
f i e d  f o r  me t o  t a k e  i n .  

On my f i r s t  d a y  o f  C h i n e s e  S c h o o l ,  I 
was  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  b e g i n n e r s '  c l a s s  f o r  . 
s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o l d e r  k i d s  who c o u l d  n o t  
cough  up a n y t h i n g  C h i n e s e  i n  t h e i r  s p e e c h .  
I was  o n e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r .  B e i n g  p u t  i n  a  
c l a s s  c o m p r i s e d  m a i n l y  o f  c u t e ,  t a l k a t i v e  
s i x  y e a r - o l d s  i s  n o  f u n  f o r  a b r a s h  t w e l v e  
y e a r - o l d  who t h i n k s  h e  i s  m a t u r e  f o r  h i s  
a g e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  my o t h e r  f r i e n d s  w e r e  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s ,  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
s t a r t e d  C h i n e s e  s c h o o l  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  a g e  o r  
w e r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  p l a c e d  i n  more a d v a n c e d  
c l a s s e s  upon e n F o l l i n g .  _ 

The c n l y  k i d  i n  my c l a s s  who was 
c l o s e  t o  my a g e  was E d d i e ,  a  m e n t a l l y  b a n -  
k r u p t  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  n i c e  k i d .  We wou ld  s k i p  
o u t  t o g e t h e r  b y  g o i n g  t o  a n e a r b y  s h o p p i n g  
c e n t r e  o r  h i d i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  " f o r e s t " ,  a n  
u n d e v e l o p e d  l o t  n e x t  t o  t h e  c h u r c h .  T h e r e  
we t r a d e d  h o c k e y  c a r d s  a n d  r e a d  c o m i c  
b o o k s .  I s k i p p e d  o u t  a  l o t ,  a  p r a c t i c e  w h i c h  
l a t e r  p r e p a r e d  me f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  u n i -  
v e r s i t y .  

Our  t e a c h e r ,  M r s .  T s a n g ,  was a  
s t e r n  C h i n e s e  woman who h a d  c o m p e l l i n g  
f e a t u r e s - - d a r k ,  s t a i n e d  t e e t h ;  b l a c k ,  crum- 
b l i n g  f i n g e r n a i l s  ( w h i c h  I h a d  c o n c l u d e d  
w e r e  b u r n t  r e g u l a r l y  b y  m a t c h e s )  - -and 
b r e a t h  t h a t  was b e y o n d  d e s c r i p t i o n .  R i c e  
b r e a t h ,  I t h i n k  we c a l l e d  i t .  We a l w a y s  
w o n d e r e d  i f  s h e  h a d  a  b o y 1  o f  r i c e  e v e r y  
r e c e s s  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  s h e  b r e a t h e d  a l l  o v e r  
u s  k i d s .  

R e c e s s  was f o r m e r l y  a n n o u n c e d  b y  
t h e  r i n g i n g  o f  a  b r a s s  b e l l .  The  b i g g e s t  
h o n o u r  f o r  a n y  t e a c h e r ' s  p e t  i s  b e  g i v e n  
t h e  b e l l .  The r e s t  o f  u s  w o u l d  b e  p l a y i n g  
f l o o r  h o c k e y ,  f l i p p i n g  c a r d s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
w a l l ,  o r  w h a t  was  e v e n  more f u n ,  t e r r o r i z -  
i n g  l i t t l e  k i d s .  S p i t b a l l s ,  r u b b e r  b a n d s  
a n d  r e d  b e a n  t r a j e c t o r i e s  w e r e  t h e  o r d e r  
o f  t h e  d a y  a n d  we g o t  one  t e a c h e r ' s  p e t  b y  
y a n k i n g  on h e r  t i g h t l y  s e c u r e d  p o n y t a i l  
a n y  c h a n c e  we c o u l d  g e t .  I r emember ,  
t h o u g h ,  b e i n g  a f r a i d  t h a t  one  more t i m e  a n d  
h e r  e y e s  w o u l d  b u g  o u t  l i k e  g o l d f i s h .  

C h e a t i n g  i s  a  word  synonymous  w i t h  
C h i n e s e  S c h o o l - - a n d  mos t  o f  my t i m e  was 
s p e n t  c h i s e l l i n g  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  f r o m  t h e  
t o - b e - m e m o r i z e d  p a s s a g e s  i n t o  t h &  wooden 
b o a r d  w h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  d e s k s  a n d  g r e a t  
s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  O t h e r  c h e a t i n g  
s c h e m e s  i n c l u d e d  r e t r a c i n g  c h a r a c t e r s  w i t h  

. . THE AS1 ANADT AN 



i n k  o v e r  y o u r  l i g h t l y  p e n c i l l e d  m a r k s  made 
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  o r  s c r i b b l i n g  i n  y o u r  
t e s t - b o o k  d u r i n g  t h e  exam a n d  l a t e r  h a n d i n g  
i n  a n o t h e r  b o o k  w i t h  y o u r  l e s s o n  a l r e a d y  
n i c e l y  p r i n t e d  o u t .  E d d i e ,  who w a s  s o  o r i -  
g i n a l ,  w r o t e  h i s  l e s s b n  o u t  i n  i n v i s i b l e  
~ n k .  B u t  when  t h e  t i m e  came t o  w r i t e  t h e  
p a s s a g e  o u t  b y  m e m o i y ,  h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  
t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  p a r t  o f  h i s  p e n  h a d  d r i e d  
o u t .  " L i f e  i s  t o u g h  o n  E d d i e  ," I s i g h e d  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  a  1 2  y e a r - o l d ,  
" e s p e c i a l l y  i f  h e ' s  s t u p i d . "  

The  w o r s t  p a r t  o f  C h i n e s e  S c h o o l  
w a s  t h e  e n d  o f  c l a s s ,  when  we l i n e d  u p  i n  
p a i r s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  d o o r .  J u s t  b e f o r e  
l e a v i n g  we w e r e  c o e r c e d  i n t o  s i n g i n g  some 
d i t t y  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  s t u d y i n g  
h a r d  a n d  b e i n g  g o o d  t o  y o u r  p a r e n t s ,  
t e a c h e r s  a n d  c l a s s m a t e s .  When t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  c l a s s ,  who w e r e  f a i t h f u l l y  c h i r p i n g  
o u t  t h e  s o n g ,  came t o  t h e  e n d i n g ,  E d d i e  
a n d  I w o u l d  s h o u t  o u t  t h e  l a s t  l i n e  ( w h i c h  

w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  I c o u l d  r e m e m b e r ) ,  " J o y  
g e e n  S e e n  S a a n g ,  j o y  g e e n  TEUNG H O K  !! ! "  

( " G o o d - b y e ,  t e a c h e t ;  g o o d - b y e ,  geLLow 
C~abAmaXeA.  " 1  T h e n  , w e ' d  a l l  r u n  o u t  a s  
i f  w s  w e r e  b e i n g  f r e e d  f r o m  t h e  G u l a g  
A r c h i p e l a g o .  B u t  many t i m e s  we t r i e d  t o  
s n e a k  o u t  t o  a v o i d  t h i s  g r e a t  s o c i a l  em- 

. b a r r a s s m e n t .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  o t h e r  c l a s s e s  
d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  s i n g  i t .  T h e y  w o u l d  h e a d  
o u t  t h e  d o o r  s m i r k i n g  a t  u s .  I t  w a s  w o r s e ,  
t h o u g h ,  i f  y o u  w e r e  c a u g h t  l e a v i n g  w i t h -  
o u t  s i n g i n g  y o u r  g o o d - b y e s  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r  
a n d  c l a s s m a t e s .  B e i n g  p u l l e d  b a c k  i n  b y  
y o u r  e a r  i s  s i m p l y  n o t  g o o d  f o r m ,  e s p e c i -  
a l l y  i f  y o u  h a p p e n  t o  b e  t w i c e  t h e  a g e  o f  
y o u r  c l a s s m a t e s .  

My i l l u s t r i o u s  c a r e e r  came t o  a n  
e n d  a f t e r  a  m u t u a l  d e c i s i o n  made b y  my 
p a r e n t s :  "We s p e n t  a l l  t h a t  money on  y o u  
a n d  y o u  s t i y l  c a n ' t  s p e a k  o r  w r i t e  a  w o r d  
o f  C h i n e s e ,  N y a h ,  n y a h ,  n y a h . .  . . ." 

T h e y  s a i d  I ' d  g r o w  up  r e g r e t t i n g  n o t  
l e a r n i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e - - a n d  i t ' s  t r u e ,  I d o .  
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A MINORITY WITHIN A MINORITY: 
the elderly South Asians in Toronto 

Ghow oLd  aLong  w i t h  me! 
T h e  b e s t  i o  y e t  t o  b e . .  . . 

Many s t e r e o t y p e d  i d e a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  
much o f  o u r  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  p e o p l e  o v e r  6 5  
a n d  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .  B e i n g  l a b e l l e d  a  " s e n i o r  
c i t i z e n "  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s e l f  
image  o f  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  o l d e r  a d u l t s ,  a n d  o f -  
t e n  l e a d s  t o  f e e l i n g s  o f  c o n f u s i o n ,  u n p r o -  
d u c t i v e n e s s ,  i s o l a t i o n  and  d e p r e s s i o n .  The  
d e s i g n a t i o n ,  " s e n i o r  c i t i z e n " ,  h a s  come i n t o  
w i d e  u s e  i n  m o s t  c o m m u n i t i e s .  A s  s u c h ,  
s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s  a n d  communi ty  o r g a n -  
i z a t i o n s  h a v e  n e v e r  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  
t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  u s i n g  t h i s  p a r -  
t i c u l a r  t e r m .  ~ l t h o u g h  i t  i s  a  euphemism 
t h a t  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n n o t e  s t a t u s  and  r e s p e c t  
- - l i k e  t h e  word  " e l d e r "  i n  some p r i m i t i v e  
s o c i e t i e s - - " s e n i o r  c i t i z e n "  i s  n o t  a  l a b e l  
t h a t  i s  p o p u l a r  o r  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h o s e  who 
a r e  f o r c e d  t o  w e a r  i t .  S e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
r e s t  o f  s 6 c i e t y  b y  a  s p e c i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  u n h e a l t h y  f o r  any  g r o u p .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  we s h o u l d  t r y  t o  c h a n g e  o u r  a t -  
t i t u d e s  and a t t e m p t  t o  u s e  s u c h  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
a s  " o l d e r  a d u l t s "  a n d  " a g i n g " ,  w h i c h  a r e  
more a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t hem.  O ld  a g e  i s  a r e l a -  
t i v e  m a t t e r ,  d e p e n d i n g  on many p e r s o n a l  
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s ,  as w e l l  a s  v a r i -  
o u s  p h y s i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and  s o c i a l  
v a r i a b l e s .  

t i o n  and  some o f  t hem s e t t l e d  h e r e .  Bu t  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  i n f l u x  o f  I n d i a n s  came a r o u n d  
1 9 7 1 - 7 2 .  Today p e o p l e  o f  E a s t  I n d i a n  o r i -  
g i n  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  f r o m  V a n c o u v e r  t o  S t .  
J o h n ' s ,  w i t h  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  M e t r o  T o r o n t o  
a r e a  a l o n e .  The  m a j o r i t y  of  tor onto'^ 
E a s t  I n d i a n s  a r e  "Pun j  a b i  s p e a k i n g w - - a n d  
a b o u t  3 5 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e s e  a r e  o i h h o .  

The  I n d i a n  f a m i l y  i s  b a s e d  on a n  e x -  
t e n d e d  f a m i l y  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  
!/edit t i m e s .  s u c h  f a m i l i e s  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t  
o f  a  g r o u p  o f  t h r e e  o r  more g e n e r a t i o n s  
w i t h  a  complex  s e t  o f  m u t u a l  o b l i g a t i o n s .  
They p o o l  t h e i r  money s o  t h a t  e x p e n d i t u r e s  
a r e  made f r o m  a  common p u r s e .  The o l d e s t  
ma le  member i s  a b s o l u t e  h e a d  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  
They k e e p  p r o p e r t y  i n  common a n d  p a r t i c i -  
p a t e  i n  f a m i l y  w o r s h i p .  R i g h t s  a n d  d u t i e s ,  
s e n t i m e n t s  and  a u t h o r i t y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  
e l e m e n t s  o f  f a m i l y  u n i t y .  Thus  i n d i v i d u a l i -  
t y  i s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  c o l l e c t i v e  s o l i d a r i t y .  
The e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  t h e r e f o r e  p l a y s  an  
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  a l l  i t s  
members.  C u l t u r a l l y ,  t h e  f a t h e r  i s  a c c e p -  
t e d  a s  a  d i c t a t o r  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  t r y  t o  
k e e p  h i m  h a p p y .  The m o t h e r  a c t s  a s  a  medi-  
a t o r  b e t w e e n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  f a t h e r  a n d ,  
c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  o f t e n  
h a v e  g r e a t e r  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  m o t h e r s .  

The  c h i l d r e n  d e p e n d  on h e r  e v e n  a f t e r '  
t h e y  h a v e  grown up .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  c h i l d r e n  
may r e t u r n  home a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  

Th i s  paper  discusses  the experience S p o u s e  a n d  become d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  m o t h e r  

o f  o l d e r  p e o p l e  o f  E a s t  I n d i a n  o r i g i n  i n  
f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e i r  own c h i l d r e n  w h i l e  

Canada  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  s y s t e m - -  
t h e y  go  t o  work .  The m o t h e r ' s  r o l e  i s  

and  society. I believe i t  is important to  a l s o  c e n t r a l  t o  s o l v i n g  t h e  m a j o r  p r o b -  

o u t l i n e  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  f a m i l y  lemS o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  The j o i n t  f a m i l y  s y s -  

s y s t e m ,  r e l i g i o n ,  c u s t o m s ,  m a r r i a g e  p a t -  
t em t h e  r e f  o r e  e n c o u r a g e s  d e e p ,  u n d e r s t a n d -  

t e r n s  a n d  h i s t o r y - - a l o n g  w i t h  c u r r e n t  i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  m o t h e r s ,  s o n s  

p r o b l e m s  i n  a d a p t i n g  t o  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  and daugh te r s '  

s o c i e t y .  E l d e r l y  S o u t h  A s i a n s ,  a f t e r  e n j o y -  
i n g  s u c h  h i g h  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  n u c l e a r  fam- 

1 n d i a  i t s e l f  i s  a  m u l t i - r a c i a l ,  mul-  i l y ,  f i n d  a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  f a m i l y  - 
t i l i n g u a l  s u b c o n t i n e n t  w h e r e  f o u r t e e n  I a n -  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y .  E v e r  
g u a g e s  a r e  s p o k e n .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  ma2s m i g r a t i o n  o f  
who e m i g r a t e d  l e f t  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  o r  S o u t h  p e o p l e s ,  t h e r e  h a s  , been  p o t e n t i a l  p a i n ,  
o f  I n d i a  f o r  C a n a d a ,  t h e  U.S. ,  E u r o p e  a n d  a n g e r  , m i s u n d e r s  t a n d i n g  a n d  f r u s t r a t i o n  
~ f r i c a .  C a n a d a ' s  f i r s t  g r o u p  Of E a s t  I n d i a n  a s  a  r e s u l t .  One w o n d e r s  w h e t h e r  t h e  
i m m i g r a n t s  a r r i v e d  i n  V a n c o u v e r  a r o u n d  .1895. n e e d s  o f  t h e s e  " o l d e r  p e o p l e "  a r e  b e i n g  
And i n  1 9 2 5  t h e  f i r s t  E a s t  I n d i a n  s t e p p e d  a d e q u a t e l y  met  i n  t h i s  r a p i d l y  c h a n g i k g  
f o o t  i n   oro onto. S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  a  few s o c i e t y .  Are t h e y  a c c e p t e d  b y  o t h e r  
s t u d e n t s  came t o  T o r o n t o  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a -  C a n a d i a n s ?  Have d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  number s  
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o f  them succumbed t o  m e ~ n t a l  i l l n e s s ?  n o  s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m s  a r r a n g e d  by t h e  Mini-  
How h a v e  t h e y  w i t h s t o o d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  s t r y  o f  C u l t u r e  and R e c r e a t i o n ,  New H o r i -  
o f  b e i n g  t r a n s p l a n t e d ?  How d o  t h e y  p u t  up z o n s  o r  t h e  S o u t h  A s i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b e -  
w i t h  h a r r a s s m e n t  and t a u n t s  s u c h  a s  " P d k i " ,  c a u s e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  by 
"Rag Head" ,  "Have you g o t  a  h e a d a c h e "  -- t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  
o r  "Why h a v e  you come h e r e ,  d i r t y  p e o p l e " ?  t h e  C a n a d i a n  c u l t u r a l  sys te ,m.  

A r e c e n t  s t u d y  by  G e o f f r e y  C .  Godhey, D u r i n g  my work on t h i s  p a p e r ,  I o p e n l y  
~ e n n s y l v a n i a  S t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r  o f  t a l k e d  w i t h  p a r e n t s ,  s o n s ,  d a u g h t e r s  a n d  
~ e c r e a t i o n  a n d  P a r k s ,  shows t h a t  ' ' e l d e r l y  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  t o  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  t h e  s o c i a l  
p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  American c i t i e s  a r e  s o  and  economic  s t r a i n s  on t h e i r  f a m i l y  s y s t e m s .  
a f r a i d  o f  t e e n a g e r s ,  many o f  them r e m a i n  - ' S e n i o r  c i t i z e n s '  a r e  t h e  main v i c t i m s  o f  
i n d o o r s  a f t e r  3:00 p.m." He a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  s u c h  p r o b l e m s  and t h e y  a r e  c a u g h t  b e t w e e n  
t h e  f e a r  o f  c r i m e  k e e p s  many o f  t h e  e l d e r l y  two c u l t u r e s .  They h a v e  n o  p l a c e  t o  g o  
away f rom s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s '  c e n t r e s ,  p a r k s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  ~ h u s  most  o f  them s p e n d  
and o t h e r  p l a c e s  where  t h e y  wou ld  n o r m a l l y  t h e i r  t i m e  w i t h i n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  
go .  Most o f  t h e m  h a v e  b e e n  robbed  and the i r  a p a r t m e n t ,  e v e n t u a l l y  e n d i n g  up s e v e r e l y  
homes b u r g l a r i z e d .  " T h e r e  i s  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  d e p r e s s e d .  s o m e t i m e s  I t r y  t o  unders 'and 
t h i n k  o l d  p e o p l e  a r e  U n r e a s o n a b l e  i n  t h e i r  t h e  s t a t u s  and  d i g n i t y  w h i c h  t h e s e  i n d i v i -  
f e a r ;  t h a t  t h e y  c u r t a i l  a c t i v i t i e s  when d u a l s  e n j o y e d  i n  t h e i r  own c o u n t r i e s .  I 

t h e r e  i s  no n e e d  t o  do s o .  B u t  we s e e  a  a l s o  a sk  community l e a d e r s  why we a l l o w  
h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  f e a r  and  v i c t i m i -  t h e  e l d e r l y  to be pushed i n t o  s i t u a t i o n s  
z a t i o n . "  wh ich  meet  t h e  n e e d s  and i n t e r e s t s  o f  

I b e l i e v e  t h e  s t u d y  c o m p i l e d  by  P r o -  t h e  s p o n s o r s - - i  . e .  t h e  n e e d  t o  s a v e  money 
f e s s o r  ~ o d h e y  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  b y  d e p e n d i n g  on r e t i r e d  p a r e n t s  f o r  
e l d e r l y  p e o p l e  who l o o k  t h e  Same, l i v e  i n  baby  s i t t i n g ;  and t h e  n e e d  t o  s a v e  t i m e  
t h e  same e n v i r o n m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  and  e n e r g y  by  d e p e n d i n g  on them t o  do 
l i v e s ,  h a v e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p q  housework and g u a r d  a g a i n s t  b u r g l a r s .  
w i t h  o t h e r  e l d e r l y  p e o p l e  and n e i g h b o u r s  The e l d e r l y  p e r s o n ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  s p o n -  
and  know who t o  a p p r o a c h  i n  c a s e  o f  emer- s o r ' s  home m i g h t  e v e n  f i l l  a  n e e d  f o r  
g e n c i e s .  I wonder  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  e l d e r l y  c o m p a n i o n s h i p ;  b u t  u s u a l l y  t h e ,  s p o n s o r  i s  
S o u t h  A s i a n s  i n  Canada  who d o  n o t  know n o t  v e r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s '  
much E n g l i s h ,  do  n o t  r e s e m b l e  t h e  w h i t e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o b l e m s  and f e e l i n g s . .  
m a j o r i t y ,  do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  C a n a d i a n  c u l -  
t u r a l  prognams o r  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s - - a n d  d o  The q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s  a s  t o  why t h e s e  
n o t  h a v e  any p l a c e  t o  s p e n d  t h e i r  l e i s u r e  o l d e r  E a s t  I n d i a n s  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  s u f f e r - -  
t i m e .  T h e i r  y e a r s  a r e  u s u a l l y  f r a u g h t  and who o r  w h a t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e :  S o u t h  
w i t h  a n x i e t y  and  i n s e c u r i t y .  The c h a n c e s  A s i a n  community o r g a n i z a t i o n s ?  The f e d e r a l  
a r e  t h a t  t h e y  came f rom a  c o u n t r y  where  government  ( S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  Employment 
j o i n t  f a m i l y  s y s t e m s  and  t h e  S t a t e  l o o k  and  I m m i g r a t i o n )  ? Economic  c o n d i t i o n s ?  
a f t e r  them d u r i n g  i l l n e s s e s  and  s h o r t a g e s  C h i l d r e n  who s p o n s o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ?  F r u s t r a -  
o f  money. t i o n s ,  c u l t u r e ,  r e l i g i o n ?  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  , 

A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l ?  O r ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  ' s e n i o r  
I n  C a n a d a ,  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a n  s o n  r e a -  c i t i z e n s ' t h e m s e l v e s ?  

l i z e s  t h a t  s u c h  a  s y s t e m  would  n o t  a t t e n d  t o  The f o l l o w i n g  c a s e  s t u d i e s  f o c u s  on 
a l l  h i s  own n e e d s .  The g r e a t e s t  S t r u g g l e  some P u n j a b i - s p e a k i n g  e l d e r l y  p e o p l e  who a r e  
i s  f o r  w h a t  s o c i o l o g i s t s  c a l l  " V e r t i c a l  e n d u r i n g  h a r d  t i m e s  w i t h o u t  any  s u p p o r t .  
A d j u s t m e n t " .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e y  s e e k  a  A l t h o u g h  I came a c r o s s  50 s u c h  c a s e s  d u r i n g  
p l a c e  i n  s o c i e t y  o f  c o m p a r a b l e  l e v e l  t o  my f i e l d  w o r k ,  s u c h  c a s e s  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  few 
t h a t  wh ich  t h e y  e n j o y e d  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  and h a r d  t o  f i n d ,  a s  most  p e o p l e  do n o t  w a n t  
l a n d .  "He l i e s  awake n i g h t s ,  w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  t o  d i s c l o s e  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s  t o  o t h e r s .  
n i g h t m a r i s h  q u e s t i o n s - - w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  t o  
me i f  my f a m i l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  C a n a d i a n  s o -  
c i e t y  d o e s  n o t  a c c e p t  me?"  he h o r t h  Am- CASE N O .  1 
e r i c a n  i n f l u e n c e  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  S o u t h  

~ s i a n s  t o  a d a p t  t o  a  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  s y s t e m  M r .  A .  , a  w i d o w e r ,  age  6 5 ,  was s p o n s o r e d  
i n  w h i c h  c h i l d r e n  w a n t  t o  l i v e  t h e i r  own by h i s  d a u g h t e r  i n  1975 .  The s p o n s o r s  h a v e  
l i v e s  w i t h o u t  p a r e n t a l  p r e s s u r e .  l i v e $  i n  C,anada f o r  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  and 

h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  N o r t h  American 

P r o b l e m s  o f  f a m i l y  l i f e  f r e q u e n t l y  v a l u e s  and  c u s t o m s .  The f a m i l y  t h o u g h t  h im 
result in symptoms of  p h y s i c a l  i l lness, . a  b u r d e n  a f t e r  a  few months  and  p e r s u a d e d  

l o n e l i e n s s  and m e n t a l  s t r e s s  f o r  e l d e r l y  M r .  A .  t o  g o  t o  work.  The new e n v i r o n m e n t ,  
S o u t h  A s i a n s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  new l a n g u a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  c r i s e s  d e v e l o p e d  
p r o v i d e d  by  community o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  l e a -  i n t o  a  c o n f l i c t ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  h i s  h a v i n g  t o  
d e r s  and  r e l i g i o b s  c e n t r e s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  l e a v e  home. He a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  S i k h  Temple 
2 , 0 0 0  S o u t h  A s i a n  p e o p l e  6 5  o r  o v e r  a r e  and r e c e i v e d  some t e m p o r a r y  accommodat ion 
l i v i n g  i n  M e t r o  T o r o n t o .  The sponsors hi^ a l o n g  w i t h  money and  c l o t h e s .  M r .  A .  was 
P r o g r a m  f o r  p a r e n t s  o f . a n y  a g e  wou ld  e v e n t u a l l y  e x p l o i t e d  b y  a  s h r e w d  b u s i n e s s -  
r e s u l t  i n  a  f l o w  o f  more o l d e r  p e o p l e  t o  man, a n d ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  h e  r e q u i r e d  m e n t a l  
C a n a d i a n  s o i l  i n  t h e  e i g h t i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  h e a l t h  c a r e .  

, 
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- CASE NO.  4 
I 

CASE N O .  2  

M r .  B. s p o n s o r e d  h i s  f a t h e r  ( 6 7 ) ,  
m o t h e r  ( 5 9 ) ,  s i s t e r  ( 1 8 )  a n d  b r o t h e r  ( 1 9 )  
a s  l a n d e d  i m m i g r a n t s  i n  1977 .  M r .  B. h a s  
h i s  own home,  a  v e r y  g o o d  j o b  a n d  i s  
f i n a n c i a l l y  w e l l - o f f .  H i s  f a t h e r ,  a  r e t i r e d  
g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c e r ,  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r -  
e d  h e a d  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  H e  made demands  on  
h i s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  why 
t h e  o l d  t r a d i t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  m a i n t a i n e d  h e r e .  
D i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n  c r e a t e d  a r g u m e n t s .  
The  f a t h e r  and  d a u g h t e r  l e f t  t h e  home a n d  
a p p r o a c h e d  a  H i n d u  Temple  f o r  h e l p .  The  
d a u g h t e r  e n d e d  up  w o r k i n g  a n d  t h e  f a t h e r  
s u f f e r e d  a  h e a r t  a t t a c k .  T h e r e  was  n o  money,  
n g  p e r m a n e n t  home--and n o  r e l a t i v e s .  He 
c o u l d n ' t  go  b a c k  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y ;  h e  r e m a i n e d  
p h y s i c a l l y  i l l .  

CASE N O .  3  

M r .  C . ,  m a r r i e d  w i t h  one  c h i l d ,  s p o n -  
s o r e d  h i s  p a r e n t s  ( f a t h e r  - 6 1  a n d  m o t h e r  
- 5 9 )  i n  1 9 7 8 .  M r .  C . ,  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  
w e n t  t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  p a r e n t s .  
M r .  C ' s  w i f e  f o r g o t  t o  t o u c h  h e r  m o t h e r - i n -  
l a w ' s  f e e t  t o  r e c e i v e  h e r  b l e s s i n g s  a t  t h e  
t i m e  o f  t h e i r  m e e t i n g - - a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
I n d i a n  t r a d i t i o n .  A few m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  t h e  
m o t h e r - i n - l a w  was  s t i L l  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h i s  

M r .  D .  , r e c e n t l y  m a r r i e d ,  s p o n s o r e d  
h i s  p a r e n t s :  f a t h e r  ( 6 1 )  a n d  m o t h e r  ( 6 0 1 ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  a  20 y e a r  o l d  s i s t e r ,  i n  1 9 7 9 .  
M r .  D .  ' s  w i f e  was  n o t  i n  f a v o u r  o f  s p o n s o r -  
i n g  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  p a r e n t s ,  a s  t h e y  them-  
s e l v e s  h a d  o n l y  a r r i v e d  i n  1 9 7 5 .  M r .  D .  
welcomed t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a  f a m i l y  r e u n i o n .  
B u t  h i s  w i f e  f e a r e d  t h e  l o s s  o f  h e r  f r e e -  
dom a n d  , s o c i a l  l i f e .  The p a r e n t s ,  who h a d  
l i v e d  i n  a  v i l l a g e  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  w e r e  
n o t  h a p p y  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r - i n -  
l a w ' s  l i b e r a l  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r s .  
C o n f l i c t  s o o n  a r o s e  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  d i v i d e d  
i n t o  t w o  camps.  The young  M r s .  D .  g a v e  
h e r  h u s b a n d  a n  u l t i m a t u m :  e i t h e r  s h e  o r  
h e r  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  w o u l d  r e m a i n  i n  t h e .  
h o u s e .  F i n a l l y  s h e  won,  f o r c i n g  h e r  
m o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  a n d  s i s t e r - i n -  
l aw  t o  s e e k  s h e l t e r  i n  a  t e m p l e - - a n d  t h e n  
i n  a  r e n t e d  room. The 20 y e a r  o l d  s i s t e r  
f o u n d  a  j o b ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  a g i n g  p a r e n t s  
c o u l d  n o t  c o p e  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  
e n d e d  up i n  a  p s y c h i a t r i c  h o s p i t a l .  

CASE N0.5 

M r .  E . ,  s p o n s o g e d  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  a g e d  
62  a n d  6 0 ,  a b r o t h e r  ( 1 9 )  a n d  s i s t e r  ( 2 0 ) .  
The  f a m i l y  was  r a i s e d  w i t h  s t r i c t  r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f s  a n d  c u s t o m s .  They r o s e  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  m o r n i n g ,  b a t h e d ,  p r a y e d  a n d  t h e n  w e n t  
t o  work .  M r .  E .  , t h e  s p o n s o r ,  h a d  b e e n  i n  
C a n a d a  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  was f i n a n c i a l l y  
w e l l - o f  f - - a n d  was n o t  r e l i g i o u s .  He f o u n d  
i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t o l e r a t e  t h e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  
r i t u a l s  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s  a n d  a  c o n f l i c t  grew 
b e t w e e n  h im a n d  h i s  f a t h e r ,  f o r c i n g  t h e  
o l d e r  M r .  E. t o  l e a v e  h i s  s o n ' s  home,  a l o n g  
w i t h  h i s  d a u g h t e r .  T h i s  s p l i t  i n  t h e  
f a m i l y  d r o v e  t h e  19 y e a r  o l d  t o  a l c o h o l i s m  
a n d  h e  t o o  a b a n d o n e d  h i s  f a t h e r .  The 
d a u g h t e r  g o t  m a r r i e d  and  t h e  f a t h e r  was  
l e f t  a l o n e  and  p e n n i l e s s .  T h i s  man i s  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  i s o l a t e d  
f r o m  h i s  f a m i l y - - a n d  f r o m  s o c i e t y .  He h a s  
n o  p e r m a n e n t  a d d r e s s  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  
p s y c h i a t r i c  c a r e .  

a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  r e s p e c t ,  a s  s h e  became 
q u i t e  h o s t i l e  t o w a r d s  h e r  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  The s e l e c t e d  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  e x e m p l i f y  

a n d  e v e n  s t o p p e d  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  t h e  b a b y  some t y p i c a l  p r o b l e m s :  

when t h e  young  c o u p l e  w e r e  a t  work .  The  
t e n s i o n  moun ted  w i t h  M r .  C. c a u g h t  i n  t h e  

1) The  d a u g h t e r  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  N o r t h  A m e r i -  

' m i d d l e  b e t w e e n  h i s  ~ a r e n t s  a n d  h i s  w i f e .  c a n  s o c i e t y  a n d  d o m i n a t i n g  p a r e n t s ;  

E v e n t u a l l y ,  M r .  C ' s  p a r e n t s  e n d e d  up i n  a  
one-room apartment. The community , r a i s e d  2 )  The f a t h e r  b r i n g i n g  h i s  o l d  v a l u e  s y s t e m  

some t e m p o r a r y  f u n d s  t o  h e l p  t h e  o l d e r  t o  C a n a d a  a n d  e x p e c t i n g  t o  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  
c o u p l e ,  b u t  t h e  o l d e r  M r .  C. was  f o r c e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  s o n ' s  f a m i l y ;  

g o  t o  work .  Unde r  s u c h  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  
e c o n o m i c  s t r e s s ,  b o t h  h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e  3 )  The m o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  a s  u s u p l ,  shows  h e r  
s u f f e r e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i -  a u t h o r i t y ,  demands  t o o  much f r o m  t h e  

c a l  i l l n e s s .  f a m i l y ,  and  d e v e l o p s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h i n  i t ;  
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4)  The  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  t o  
l o s e  h e r  f r e e d o m , .  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  h e r  
i n - l a w s ;  f e e l i n g  t r a p p e d ,  s h e  t h r e a t e n s  
t o  l e a v e ' h o m e  and h e r  h u s b a n d  i s  c a u g h t  , 

i n  t h e  m i d d l e ;  

5 )  The  s-on d o e s '  n o t  l i k e  t h e  o l d  r e l i g i o u s  
r i t u a l s ,  w a n t s  h i s  p a r e n t s  t o  a d o p t  h i s  
l i f e s t y l e ,  a n d  t h u s  f o r c e s  h i s  f a t h e r  t o  
l e a v e  and  f e n d  f o r  h i m s e l f .  

L 

The a b o v e  T o r o n t o  c a s e  s t u d i e s ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  G o d h e y ' s  r e p o r t ,  show how 
t h e  e l d e r l y  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h i s  s u p p o s e d -  
l y  h i g h l y - c i v i l i z e d  s o c i e t y .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  
a t  m e e t i n g s  a n d  i n  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  on 
t h e  s u b j e c t ,  p e o p l e  a r g u e  t h a t  C a n a d i a n - a n d  
Amer i can  e l d e r l y  c i t i z e n s  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  t o o ,  
and  t h a t  e l d e r l y  S o u t h  A s i a n s  s h o u l d  n o t  
b e  t r e a t e d  a n y  d i f f e r e n t l y .  I d i s a g r e e  w i t h  
t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  a l l  s h o u l d  a u f f e r  j u s t  
b e c s u s e  o t h e r s  h a v e  h a d  t o  s u f f e r .  I s  i t  n o t  
p o s s i b l e  t o  d e v e l o p  g o a l s  t o w a r d s  c a r i n g ,  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s o c i  a l - r e  c r e  a t i o n a l  a n d  
e d u c a t i o n a l  q r o g r a m s ?  

We c o u l d  b e g i n  b y  p r o v i d i n g  o u t r e a c h  
p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s ch ,oo l  s y s t e m s ,  o r  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t e e n a g e r s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  
young  c a n  s e e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  how t h e y  may 
b e  one  d a y .  I n  a g d i t i o n ,  we s h o u l d  b e  
p u t t i n g  p r e s s u r e  on  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  
t o  i n c r e a s e  communi ty  r e l a t i o n s / d e v e l o p m e n t  
p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  a l l  a g e  
g r o u p s .  My p u r p o s e  i n  w r i t i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t  
i s  t o  d e v e l o p  an  a w a r e n e s s  among S o u t h  
A s i a n  communi ty  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  l e a d e r s ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a s  t o  
how t h e  S o u t h  A s i a n  e l d e r l y  p e o p l e  a r e  
s u f f e r i n g ,  a n d  how t h i s  c a n  l e a d  t o  s e r i o u s  
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  n o  
o n e  c a r e s  a b o u t  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
c o u n t e d  among o t h e r  e l d e r l y  p e o p l e  i n  
C a n a d a  a n d  d o  n o t  c o s t  t h e  communi ty  o r  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  v e r y  much. Now i s  t h e r e f o r e  
t h e  t i m e  t o . 8 t a r t  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  
p r o b l e m s  a n d  f o r m u l a t e  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n s .  
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  communi ty  a i d  p r o g r a m s  
c o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d  b y  S o u t h  A s i a n  w o r k e r s  
a t  minimum e x p e n s e .  Such  p r e v e n t a t i v e  
c a r e  c o u l d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  t h e  number  
o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n s  f o r  p s y c h i a t r i c  
t r e a t m e n t ,  a n d  make r e t i r e m e n t  i n  C a n a d a  . 
a  much more d e s i r a b l e  p r o s p e c t .  

The s u b j e c t  n e e d s  more r e s e a r c h ,  b u t  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  a  few r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
w h i c h  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p u t  f o r w a r d :  

6 .  S p e c i a l  c o u r s e s  s h o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d  
t o  p r o m o t e  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  - 
a w a r e n e s s  o f  communi ty  s e r v i c e s . .  

7 .  S e l e c t e d  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s  s h o u l d  b e  
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  m a j o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
o r g a n i z a t o n s ,  s c h o o l s  a n d  dommuni- 
t y  c e n t r e s  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  e x p e r i -  
e n c e s .  

8. D e v e l o p  s m a l l  s c a l e  i n d u s t r y  t o  make 
u s e  o f  t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  
i m p r o v e  t h e i r  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  
f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

9. Community c e n t r e s  s h o u l d  b e  made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m  w h e r e  d h e y  c a n  
m e e t ,  h o l d  ceremonies a n d  p r o v i d e  
a  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  i n t e r c u l t u r a l  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  

1 0 .  E s t a b l i s h  i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e s  s p e -  
c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y .  

11. P e r s u a d e  t h e  e l d e r l y  t o  v i s i t  f a m i l y  
d o c t o r s  f o r  r e g u l a r  c h e c k - u p s .  

1 2 .  T r a i n i n g ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e c r e  a- 
t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  be  con -  
t r o l l e d  b y  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  
a s  l o c a l  S o u t h  A s i a n  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  m i g h t  come i n t o  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  

W h i l e  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  
a g e n c i e s  k h o u l d  t a k e  more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e s e  S o u t h  A s i a n  s e n i o r s , .  
i t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  r emembered  t h a t  " s e n i o r  
c i t i z e n s "  t h e m s e l v e s  c o n s t i t u t e  a  l a r g e  ' 
communi ty  who h a v e  much t o  o f f e r  i n  t e r m s  
o f  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
members i n t o  b o t h  m i n o r i t y  and  m a j o r i t y  
c u l t u r e s .  They h a v e  a n  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  r o l e  
t o  i n  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  n e e d s  a n d  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  many s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
p o l i c i e s .  

The i s s u e s  r a i s e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  
s h o u l d  b e  h a n d l e d  s e n s i t i v e l y  b e c a u s e  i f  r 

t h e y  a r e  n o t ,  t h e y  w i l l  l e a d  t o  s t r a i n s  i n  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b o t h  w i t h i n  f a m i l i e s  and  
t h e  communi ty - - and  b e t w e e n  t h e  S o u t h  A s i a n  
communi ty  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y .  
B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  
w h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  i s  s t r o n g  S o u t h  A s i a n  
( E a s t  I n d i a n )  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t  f o r  
s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c a l  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e  S o a t h  A s i a h  
s e n i o r s  i n  d i a g n o s i n g  a n d  m e e t i n g  t h e i r  
own n e e d s - - i n  a  p h r a s e :  " s e l f - h e l p " .  
The  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  s h a u l d  n o t  t u r n  away 
f r o m  t h e  new p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  
b u t  t h e y  s h o y l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
y e a r s  o f  a g i n b  men a n d  women a r e  s p e n t  

1. T r a i n  S o u t h  A s i a n  communi ty  w o r k e r s  f r u i t f u l l y  a n d  w i t h  d i g n i t y .  
2 .  P e r s u a d e  S o u t h  A s i a n  communi ty  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n s  t o  a s s i s t  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  * * * * * * * * *  
i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p r o g r a m s .  A u t h o h ' ~  d o a t n o t e :  F i n a L L y  1 am t h a n k d u L  

3 .  O r i e n t a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  m u s t  b e  i n s t i t u t e d  i n d e b t e d  t o  , J ~ .  pat K ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  a L ~ ~ -  
by  New H o r i z o n s .  

4. S o c i a l  l i n k s  m u s t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  
t u h e h  a t  Geohge Bhown CoLLege 0 6  T e c h n o L o -  

i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  communi ty  s y s t e m s .  
g y  i n  T o h o n t o ,  6 0 4  t h e  A c t i v i t y  D i h e c t o h ' n  

5 .  The e l d e r l y  s h o u l d  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  
couhn e  d o h  S e n i o h  C i t i z e n h ,  who pe4A~ade.d  

i m p r o v e  t h e i r  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  a n d  
and  g u i d e d  me. W i t h o u t  h e 4  encouhagemen t  

l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  e x i s t e n c e s  i n  Cana- and g u i d a n c e ,  t h i ~ - h e p o h t  c o u L d  n o t  h a v e  
been  w h i t t e n .  

d i a n  s o c i e t y .  
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t h e  I n b a n e " ,  we h a v e  ' a  p r e t t y  l e t h a l  u s e  
o f  t h i s  d e v i c e ,  w h e r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  mos t  
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  d e t a i l s  h e  b u i l d s  up t h e  s l o w  
b u t  s u r e  m e n t a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  h i s  a u n t .  
a n d  u n c l e .  I n  t h e  s t o r y  " " M e m p h i b " ,  a b o u t  
" t h e  c a t "  a s  " b l a c k  a s  tKe p i t c h  f r o m  t h e  
p i t c h - l a k e  i n  La  B r e a ,  T r i n i d a d ' : ,  we s e e  
r a c i s m  i n  a c t i o n  t h r o u g h  a  c o m i c a l l y  d e -  
p i c t e d  s c e n e  i n  w h i c h  a  w h i t e  man u n l e a s h -  
e s  a n  A l s a t i a n  d o g  a n d  s h o u t s ,  " I ' l l  t e a c h  
you  t o  s t a y  o u t  o f  h e r e !  W e ' l l  k e e p  t h i s  
c i t y  c l e a n " ,  H e r e  Dabydeen manages  t o  

S T I L L  CLOSE TO THE ISLAND b y ,  C y r i l  Dabydeen ,  i n t o  t he  modern  day Canada  the  
( O t t a w a :  Commoner 's  P u b l i s h i n g ,  l g 8 0 )  pp '  u n d e r t o n e  o f  s l a v e r y  d b y s .  

Dabydeen '  s p r e o c c u p a t i o n s  a r e  w i t h  
Fteedom.  I t  i b n ' t  o n c e  t o  waLk  o u t /  h i s  p a s t ,  h i s  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  p e o -  
u n d e t  t h e  M i L k y  Way,  6 e e L i n g  t h e  p l e  whom h e  knew--and t h e  p r e s e n t ,  i n  
t i v e t b l o d  L i g h t ,  t h e  6 i e L d h  ad d a t k l  t e r m s  o f  t h e  i m m i g , r a n t B s  'Canad ian  e x p e r i -  
d teedom i d  d a i L y ,  p t o b e - b o u n d ,  e n c e '  . I n  t h e  l a t t e r  h i s  s c o p e  i s  w i d e ,  
t o u t i n e l  t e m e m b e t i n g .  P u t t i n g  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  L a t i n  Amer i -  
t o g e t h e t ,  i n c h  by  i n c h l t h e  b t a t t y  , c a n s ,  West  I n d i a n  p e o p l e s - - a n d  e v e n  P o l i s h  
w o t e d b .  F tom a L L  t h e  L o b t  coLCec-  a n d  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a n  i m m i g r a n t s .  
t i o n b  . A s  r e g a r d s  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  a s p e c t s  o f  

- A d t i e n n e  R i c h  t h e s e  s t o r i e s , t h e  o n e s  t h a t  come o f f  t h e  
b e s t  a r e  . t he  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  t o l d  i n  s t r a i g h t  

cyr-1 ~ a b y d e e n  was  b o r n  i n  ~ u y a n a  a n d  n a r r a t i v e s  w i t h  a  l o t  o f  d i a l o g u e  w h i c h  
came t o  C a n a d a  i n  1 9 7 0 .  T h i s  l i t t l e  p i e c e  o f t e n  r e t a i n s  t h e  a c c e n t s  a n d  r h y t h m s  o f  
d f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t e l l s  u s  a  l o t  a b o u t  how t o  t h e  a c t u a l  s p o k e n  l a n g u a g e .  The s t o r i e s  
l o o k  at h i s  r e c e n t  book  o f  s h o r t  s t o r i e s - -  t h a t  a r e  more s y m b o l i s t  i n  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e s  
S t i l e  CCobe t o  t h e  ZbCand.  ~t i s  a  book  a r e  l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t s  i n  t h a t  t h e y  
o f  t h e  i m m i g z a n t - - e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  t h e  T h i r d  a r e  v e r y  shadowy a n d  l a c k  s u b s t a n c e .  I n  
w o r l d - - a n d  h i s  j o u r n e y  f rom r a g s  t o  rags. o n e  o r  two  o f  t h e m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  o n e  
The i m p i g r a n t ' s  d r e a m  o f  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  t o o k  e n t i t l e d  " A  C a t  i b  J u b t  L i k e  E a t i n g  a  

1 h im f a r  away f r o m  h i s  i s l a n d  home, a n d  y e t  B a b y ! " ,  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  two s t y l e s  
n o t  f a r  e n o u g h ,  f o r  h e  c a n  s t i l l  h e a r  t h e  h a s  p r o d u c e d  a  j a r r i n g  a n d  u n a u t h e n t i c  
s o u n d  o f  h i s  m o t h e r  p o u n d i n g  f r u i t s  i n  t h e  t o n e  w h i c h  i s  i n  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  t o  s t o r i e s  
h e a r t  b e a t  o f  h i s  u n b o r n  c h i l d  ( " s t i l l  s u c h  a s  " B i t t e t  g C 0 0 d w ,  one  o f  t h e  b e s t  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  i s l a n d " ) .  I n  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  i n  t h e  vo lume .  B u t  t h e s e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  
o f  t h e i r  b u s h  camps $he s e a s o n a l  w o r k e r s  p r o b l e m s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t h a t  
l i e  i n  t h e  d a r k  d r e a m i n g  o f  t h e  o l d  f a c e s .  t h e  w r i t e r  i s  mak ing  f rom p o e t r y  a s  h i s  
~ n  t h e  d e r e l i c t  r o o m i n g  h o u s e s  o f  downtown ma in  medium t o  s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  
T o r o n t o  t h e y  d r e d g e  up moments o f  l o s t  h a s  t o  f i n d  a  t r u e  v o i c e .  
l o v e s ,  f e l l o w s h i p s  and  l a u g h t e r .   he 'Now' I 

t h a t  we l i v e  i n  i s  a l w a y s  r o u n d e d  o f f  b y  ~ f n a l l y ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  a  
. t h e  e n c i r c l i n g  ' T h e n ' .  I n  s t o r y  a f t e r  m a j o r  p r o b l e m  w h i c h  I h a v e  w i t h  D a b y d e e n ' s  

s t o r y - - " M a m m i t a t b  G a t d e n  C o v e " ,  " A  C a t  i b  s t o r i e s - - a  p r o b l e m  w h i c h ,  i r o n i c a l l y  
J u b t  L i k e  a n  E a t i n g  B a b y " ,  " V a m p i e e  L i d & "  e n o u g h ,  a r i s e s  f rom t h e  v e r y  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  
- - t o  name j u s t  a  f e w ,  we s e e  t h e  p a s t  some o f  t hem.  I f i n d  h i s  c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  
o f  Dabydeen u n d e r g o i n g  a  s e a - c h a n g e  i n t o  p e r p e t u a l  s t a n c e  o f  t h e  d e t a c h e d  o b s e r v e r  
a r t .  r a t h e r  h a r d  t o  t a k e  a t  t i m e s .  T h i s  c a n  

N o t h i n g  h e r o i c  o r  mbmentous  eve r  hap- o f  C o u r s e  make t h e  p i e c e  come o u t  u n c l u t -  
p e n s  i n  D a b y d e e n ' s  s t o r i e s .  ~ e  i s  n o t  i n t e r -  t e r ed  a n d  c l e a n ,  b u t  one  o f t e n  a s k s  qUe.5- 
e s t e d  i n  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y .  N e i t h e r  u n u s u a l  tion' t h e  O w n  P e r s o n a l  
p e o p l e  n o r  i n c i d e n t s  a r e  f e a t u r e d  i n  h i s  s t a n d .  P o l i t i c a l l y ,  I mean. I t  i s  n o t  
s t o r i e s .  The c h a r a c t e r s  i n  h i s  s t o r i e s  a r e  t h a t  o n e  i s  d y i n g  f o r  a  g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  a u t h -  
n o t  c o n s c i o u s  a n d  a c t o r s ,  b u t  pea- o r ' s  e m o t i o n a l  g u t s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  w r i t e r  i s  
p l e  d o i n g  t h e i r  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  b o u n d a r i e s  o f t e n  v e r y  good  a t  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  
i m p o s e d  on t h e m  b y  n a t u r e  o r  t h o s e  i n  power .  t e x t u r e  o f  l i v e s  o f  t h e  p o o r  a n d  s o  o f t e n  
Those  i n  p o w e r  a l m o s t  n e v e r  e b t e r  i n t o  t h e  h a n d l e s  ' themes t h a t  t o u c h  t h e  h i d d e n  s p r i n g s  
s t o r i e s  d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  d i s c e r n a b l e  P o w e r -  One,  a g a i n ,  d o e s  n o t  s e e k  P a r t y .  
i n  t h e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  l i n e s  a n d  a n s w e r s ,  b u t  s i m p l y  f o r  some 
o f  o t h e r s .  W i t h  s u g g e s t i v e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  , r e s p o n s e  w h i c h  i s  more t h a n  n o s t a l g i a  o r  
s t r o k e s  o f  h i s  p e n  ( t h e  s t o r i e s  a r e  o f t e n  s y m p a t h y ,  i . e .  Ungeh. A f t e r  s h o w i n g  w h a t  
v e r y  s h o r t )  , a n d  o f t e n  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  h e  d o e s ,  why s o  l i t t l e  a n g e r ,  why n o  q u e s -  
s y m b o l i s m  ( D a p y d e e n ' s  m a j o r  w ~ r k  i s  i n  p o e -  t i o n s  a b o u t  c h a n g e ?  
t r y )  , Dabydeen makes t r a n s p a r e n t  l i t t l e  To t h i s  q u e s t i o n  o n e  m i g h t  r e p l y  w h a t  
windows o u t  o f  s e e m i n g l y  t r i v i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  Use i s  a n g e r .  L i f e  m u s t  b e  e n d u r e d  h e r e  
a n d  o f f e r s  u s  g l i m p s e s  o f  t h e  s e e t h i n g ,  o r  a n y w h e r e  e l s e .  And t h i s  i s  t h e  m e s s a g e  
complex  l i f e  u n d e r n e a t h .  I n  " A n t i c h  0 6  I g e t  f r o m  t h i s  v o l u m e ,  w h i c h  upon r e f l e c -  
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t i o n  seems t 'o  b e  a  p o l i t i c a l  s t a n c e  a s  w e l l .  
G r i m ,  g r i n d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  c a n n o t  f i n d  t h e i r  
o n l y  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  a c c u r a t e  d e p i c t i o n  a n d  
s y m p a t h y .  The p e o p l e  i n  h i s  s t o r i e s  a r e  
d e p i c t e d  a s  e n t i r e l y  p a s s i v e  and  p o w e r l e s s  
b e i n g s ,  and  a l l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  
p e r s o n a l .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  o n l y  s t o r y  where  
a  c h a r a c t e r  d o e s  show a  p o l i t i c a l  f a c e t ,  
Dabydeen c u t s  h im down w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
h e  i s  a  d e s p i c a b l e  man who i s  d o u b l e  c r o s -  
s i n g  h i s  w i f e .  The h y p o c r i s y  whibh t h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  work.  They a r e  t h i s  way n o t  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  cau9h.t  up i n  t h e i r  u n i o n  
w o r k ,  b u t  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t .  The f a c t  t h a t  
' t h e  man was c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  m i n o r i t y  r i g h t s ,  
i n  my o p i n i o n ,  d i d  n o t  d e s e r v e  t o  b e  t r i v i -  
a l i z e d  i n  t h i s  way. A f t e r  a l l ,  i s  a  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e a c t i o n a r y  c o n d u c t  b e t t e r  
t h a n  a  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  and  c o n f u s e d  l e f t i s t  
o n e ?  I would  c h o o s e  t h e  l a t t e r .  T h e r e  
i s  s t i l l  room f o r  h o p e .  

c h a r a c t e r  d i s p l a y s  makes h i s  p o l i t i c s  h o l l o w .  HlAlANl BANNERJl i b  a  ghadua te ,  n t u d e n t  i n  
it may be t r u e  t h a t  many labour t h e  6 O C i O e O g y  depahtme,n t  t h e ,  O n t a h i o  l e a d e r s  a r e  s e x i s t  and  r a c i s t  p i g s ,  t h e s e  

e l e m e n t s  f o r m  n o  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  
l n b t i t u t e  d o h  S t u d i e ~  i n  E d u c a t i o n ,  T o h o n t o .  

bank  
b e e n  

P r i n t i n g  an 
b a l a n c e  i s  
f o r c e d  t o  s 

d  p o s t a g e  c o s t s  a r e  r a p i d l y  s o a r i n g - - a n d  THE ASIANADIAN 
r a p i d l y  d w i n d l i n g .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  we h a v e  
w i t c h  f rom g l o s s y  c o v e r s  and  h e a v i e r ,  w h i t e  s t o c k  

t o  a  n o t  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  n e w s p r i n t  f o r m a t .  T h i s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  o u r  d i m i n i s h -  
i n g  f u n d s .  A f t e r  p a y i n g  t h e  p r i n t e r  f o r  t h e  i s s u e  w h i c h  you  now h o l d  
i n  y o u r  h a n d s ,  we w i l l  h a v e  o n l y  a  few h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  w i t h  w h i c h -  
t o  s t a r t  b u i l d i n g  a  b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e .  The c u r r e n t  p r i c e  
f o r  p r i n t i n g  1 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  i s  a r o u n d  $4001 And t h e  t h i r d  c l a s s  
p o s t a g e  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a i l  t h i s  i s s u e  t o  you f a i t h f u l  s u b s c r i b e r s  now 
t o t a l s  o v e r  $ 2 0 0 .  

Y e s ,  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  THE ASIANADIAN i n d e e d  l o o k s  b l e a k .  However ,  
do  n o t  d e s p a i r  y e t .  T h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a  few o f  us  l e f t  who r e f u s e  t o  
abandon  an  a p p a r e n t l y  s i n k i n g  s h i p  ...... We a r e  s t i l l  c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  
h o p e  t h a t  o u r  r e a d e r s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p o r t  t o  k e e p  t h i s  
u n i q u e  and  v a l u a b l e  m a g a z i n e  a f l o a t .  

We a r e  c o u n t i n g  on you t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
and  a n s w e r  o u r  h o n e s t  and  u r g e n t  p l e a  f o r  h e l p  by s e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  We r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  
e c o n o m i c  c l i m a t e  todiay ( w i t h  a ?  o f f i c i a l  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  o f  1 2 f % )  i s  
e x t r e m e l y  h a r s h  f o r  m o s t  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s ,  s o  we a s k  you t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
w h a t e v e r  you a r e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e .  P l e a s e  f i l l  o u t  t h e  f o r m  b e l o w  
and  m a i l  i t  i n  t o d a y  w i t h  y o u r  c h e q u e .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  a l l o w  THE 
ASIANADIAN t o  j o i n  t h e  l o n g  l i n e  o f  i n n o v a t i v e ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  m a g a z i n e s  
which  h a v e  h a d  t o  f o l d  b e c a u s e  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

A s  an  a v i d  r e a d e r  o f  THE ASIANADIAN I would  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  m a g a z i n e  g e t  
b a c k  on i t s  f e e t  and  c o n t i n u e  p u b l i s h i n g  on a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  I wou ld  l i k e  
t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  t h r o u g h  m x  e n c l o s e d  TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION , 
i n  t h e  amount o f  $ 

I a l s o  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t i o n ( s )  f o r  f u n d - r a i s i n g :  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Name : 

A d d r e s s  : I 
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