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The media have  o f t e n  been c r i t i c i z e d  de famat ion  were  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  day. The 
f o r  s e n s a t i o n a l i s m  and n e g a t i v i s m .  As A b i u m c l h ~ ~  r e p r e s e n t e d  an a l t e r n a t i v e .  J u s t  
p a r t  of tbLe media ,  The Anianarlian i s  no a s  t h e  media have a  s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

excep t  i o n .  ( t h e o r e t i c a l l y )  t o  be f a i r  and o b j e c t i v e ,  

Our " s e n s a t i o n a l i s m "  ta!ces t h e  form The Anhnadircn f o r  t h e  s a k e  of c r e d i b i l i t y  
of p o t e n t i a l l y  e x p l o s i v e  A s i a n a d i a n  "gut  must do t h e  same. Double s t a n d a r d s  
h i s t o r y 1 ' .  P u b l i c i z i n g ,  even p ropagand iz ing  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t o l e r a t e d .  I n  t h i s  re-  
t h e  h o r r o r s ,  i n j u s t i c e s  and s u f f e r i n g  of  ga rd ,  w r i t e r s  
t h e  p a s t  t o  a n  u n e n l i g h t e n e d  Canadian pu- 
bric i s  admi rab le  and m e r i t o r i o u s .  The v e n d e t t a s  b u t  
o f t e n  scanda lous  and p e r v e r s e  t r e a t m e n t  of 
Asian Canadians i n  t h e  l a s t  one  hundred 
y e a r s  (and t o  some e x t e n t  to-  
day) adds  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  what i s  commonly 
a c c e p t e d  a s  Canadian H i s t o r y .  The danger ,  
however,  and \re s h o u l d  n o t  be  o h l i v i o u s  t o  
i t ,  is  i n  h e i n g  o v e r l y  p reoccup ied  w i t h  

p a s t  t raumas.  T h i s - w o u l d  he  u n h e a l t h y  and 
unproduc t ive .  Energy and t a l e n t  which 
could  b e  o t h e r w i s e  used t o  shape  f u t u r e  
h i s t o r y  a r e  expended i n  e x c a v a t i n g  f  
i n j u s t i c e s  and p r e s e n t i n g  o l d  a r g u  
new v a r i a t i o n s .  

s a lways  e a s i e r  t o  p u t  dotm r e a l  o r  

v e r  t o  r a c i s m ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  p r e j u d i c e ,  c r a c y ,  c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  r e a c t i o n i s m )  b u t  much 
and s t e r e o t y p i n g  i n  one  form o r  a n o t h e r ,  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  o f f e r  s o l u t i o n s .  Sensa-  
and a s  such we have  p e r f e c t l y  good r e a s o n  

, 
t i . ona l i sm,  n e g a t i v i s m  and p e s s i n i s m  have  

t o  b e  p e s s i m i s t i c .  For  example ,  Robby S i u ,  o v e r s t a t e d  themsel.ves.  L!e a s  A s i a n a d i a n s  a r e  
i n  "The Ruhble B u r s t s "  p o s i t s  t h a t  though i n  a  un ique  p o s i t i o n  t o  g i v e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  
Chinese  Canadians  may be  h i g h l y  e d u c a t e d  c r i t i c i s m ,  c h a l l e n g e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  t h e y ' v e  u n i n e e n t i o n a l l y  deve lop  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  overcome t h e  problems w$ 
t r apped  themse lves  w i t h i n  s o c i a l l y  dead-end f a c e  i n  Canadian s o c i e t y .  I f  we a r e  i n g e n i o u s  
n i c h e s .  enough, w e ' l l  u s e  t h e  s t u m b l i n g  b l o c k s  f o r  

T h i s  magazine tras o r i g i n a l l y  con- s t e p p i n g  s t o n e s .  I f  n o t ,  ~ l e ' l l  remain i n  o u r  
ce ived  a s  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  mass media ,  m e n t a l  s t r a i t j a c k e t s ,  t h e o r i z i n g  abou t  o u r  

unhappy p a s t  and gloomy f u t u r e .  which gave l i t t l e  cove rage  t o  As ian  Canadian 
i s s u e s .  When i t  de igned  t o  do s o ,  miscon- Dann!! Lee 
c e p t i o n ,  i g n o r a n c e ,  unconsc ious  r a c i s m  and 

1) To f i n d  new d i g n i t y  and p r i d e  i n  b e i n g  
Asian i n  Canada. 

2)  To promote a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  between Asian 
Canadians and o t h e r  Canadians .  

3) To speak  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
i n d i v i d u a l s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  p e r p e t u a t i n g  
r a c i s m  i n  Canada. 

' 4 )  To s t a n d  up a g a i n s t  t h e  d l s t o r t l o n s  o r  
o u r  h i s t o r y  i n  Canada, s t e r e o t y p e s ,  eco- 
nomic e x p l o i t a t i o n s ,  and t h e  g e n e r a l  
t endency  towards i n j u s t i c e  and i n e q u a l i t y  
p r a c t i s e d  on m i n o r i t y  groups .  

5) To p r o v i d e  a  forum f o r  As ian  Canadian 
w r i t e r s ,  a r t i s t s ,  m u s i c i a n s ,  e t c .  

6) To promote u n i t y  by b r i d g i n g  t h e  gap be- 
tween Asians  w i t h  r o o t s  i n  Canada and  
r e c e n t  immigrants .  
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the bubble bursts: 
THE COMING CRISES OF THE 

CHINESE CDMMUNITY 

I f  we p l a c e  t h e  Chinese  community 
w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  changing s t r u c t u r e  and 
s c c  i t  a s  a  p a r t  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  pro- 
c e s s ,  i t  may n o t  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  t h a t  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of Chinese  i n  Canada is  ac- 
t u a l l y  on shaky ground. S e v e r a l  c r i s e s  
a r e  expec ted  t o  h i t  t h e  Chinese  community. 
These c r i s e s  a r e :  (1)  t h e  i n c a p a c i t y  of 
Chinese  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  in-  
ves tment  i n t o  economic rewards;  (2)  t h e  
Chinese  a r e  g e t t i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  where de- 

' 

motion,  l a y - o f f s ,  and /o r  bankrup tcy  a r e  
for thcoming;  and (3)  t h e  i n c a p a c i t y  of 
Chinese  t o  c o n v e r t  t h e i r  accumulated 
w e a l t h  i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  power. 

According t o  S t a t i s t i c s  Canada, Chi- 
n e s e  and Jews a r e  t h e  most educa ted  g roups  
i n  t h i s  coun t ry .  Ho- ever, f o r  some reason ,  
t h e  Chinese  never  g o t  t h e  economic rewards  
t h e  Jews d i d .  Rased on t h e  1971 Census of 
Canada s t a t i s t i c s ,  P e t e r  L i  (1979) argued 
t h a t  i f  we r a n k  e t h n i c  groups I n  t h i s  coun- 
t r y  by t h e i r  ave rage  income, t h e  Jews 
ranked f i r s t  and t h e  Chinese  1 8 t h  ( e a r n i n g  
an ave rage  income of $1,025 below t h e  na- 
t i o n a l  ave rage  which was $6,004 i n  1971) .  
The r a n k  of t h e  Ch inese  was j u s t  below 
t h a t  o f  t h e  Black,  and j u s t  above t h o s e  of 
t h e  West I n d i a n  and N a t i v e  Peop le .  

One may a rgue  t h a t  f a c t o r s  such a s  
f a m i l y  background , p r e s e n t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
s t a t u s ,  age and y e a r s  of r e s i d e n c e  may 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  such  income d i sc repancy .  
G o l d l u s t  and Richmond (1973) i n  a  s t u d y  on 
t h e  income o f  male household heads  i n  va- 
r i o u s  e t h n i c  g roups  i n  Toronto,  cha l l enged  
t h e  v a l i d i t y  of s u c h  an  argument.  They 
found t h a t  a f t e r  t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
a l l  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  as  w e l l  a s  e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e v e l s  t h a t  E n g l i s h  and Jewish  male i m m i -  
g r a n t s  s t i l l  ea rned  $3,800 more than  Asian 
and Black c o u n t e r p a r t s .  At t h a t  t ime,  
based on f a c t o r s  mentioned above such a s  
f a m i l y  background , t h e  Asian and Black 
immigrant men shou ld  have ea rned  $10,200, 
b u t  they  a c t u a l l y  ea rned  $7,300. 

*A modif ied e x c e r p t  from t h e  a r t i c l e  of 
t h e  same t i t l e  which appeared  i n  Uikka,  
v o l .  9 ,  no .1  (1982).  

A  more r e c e n t  s t u d y  on e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e v e l s  and incomes of Jews, "Major i ty  Cana- 
d ians"  and Chinese  i n  Metro Toronto (1978- 
79) showed t h a t  w h i l e  t h e i r  y e a r s  of edu- 
c a t i o n  were  1 4 ,  13.9  and 13 .9 ,  t h e i r  
ave rage  incomes pe r  y e a r  were $16,350, 
$15,200 and $14,000 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

The above s t u d i e s  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  Canadian economy f a i l e d  t o  reward.  
Chinese  f i n a n c i a l l y  i n  s p i t e  of t h e i r  in -  
ves tment  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words,  
u n l i k e  t h e  Jews and t h e  m a j o r i t y  of Cana- 
d i a n s ,  t h e  Chinese  were n o t  a b l e  t o  t r a n s -  
l a t e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  i nves tmen t  i n t o  
economic rewards .  

As sugges ted  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  educa- 
t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  t h e  Chinese  con t inued  t o  
c l imb i n  t h e  1970s and e a r l y  1980s. Un- 
f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  unemployment r a t e  is  a l s o  
c l imbing .  (As a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e  num- 
b e r  of unemploygd s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  s i n c e  
1965) .  I n  December 1981, t h e  unemployment 
r a t e  r eached  8 .6% on t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  
and t h i s  f i g u r e  was on t h e  low s i d e  a s  i t  
d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  "hidden unemployed". 

Rased on t h e  1976 census  d a t a ,  a  
s t u d y  done by t h e  Metro Toronto S o c i a l  
P lann ing  Counc i l  showed t h a t  Chinese  ( age  
1 5  and o v e r )  had an  unemployment r a t e  of 
8% compared w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  6%. 
Th i s  means t h a t  t h e  Chinese a r e  h a r d e r ' h i t  
d u r i n g  t h e  h i g h  unemployment s i t u a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of economic h a r d s h i p ,  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of underemployment i s  
e q u a l l y  a l a rming .  Peop le  may be a b l e  t o  
f i n d  j o b s  b u t  t h e  k i n d s  of j o b s  found do 
n o t  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  qua- 
l i f i c a t i o n s .  I n  o t h e r  words,  some peop le  
a r e  o v e r q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e i r  j o b s .  The 
h i g h l y  educa ted  Chinese  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  
c a t e g o r y  b u t  from t h e  s t u d y  by Boyd, &. 
d. (1981) ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  most Chinese  
a r e  underemployed. Th i s  is due t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  most Chinese  i n  Canada a r e  immigrants .  
According t o  t h e  s t u d y ,  t h e  Canadian-born 
men r e c e i v e  more o c c u p a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  p e r  
u n i t  of e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  fo re ign-borns .  Th i s  
is  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  when t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e v e l  goes  beyond underg radua te  t r a i n i n g .  
The s t u d y  showed t h a t  f o r  fo re ign-born  men 
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with  gradua te  educa t ion ,  t h e r e  i s  a  dimi- 
nished a b i l i t y  t o  convert  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t -  
tainment i n t o  occupa t iona l  s t a t u s  compared 
t o  t h e i r  Canadian-born c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

Being underemployed, t h e  Chinese have t o  
bear  t h e  consequences a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i t ,  
such a s  u n d e r - u t i l i z a t i o n  of s k i l l s ,  under- 
payment, fewer f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s ,  poorer  work- 
ing  condi t ions ,  h igher  degree of a l i e n a t i o n ,  
lower chance of advancement, h igher  l i k e l i -  
hood of  demotion and d i s m i s s a l ,  l e s s  job 
s e c u r i t y ,  l e s s  power i n  decision-making, 
l e s s  p r e s t i g e  and many o t h e r  r e l a t e d  i s s u e s .  

The conclusion one can draw from t h e  
above d i scuss ion  is  t h a t  the  Chinese tend t o  
g e t  l e s s  b e n e f i t  from t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  in-  
vestment than some o t h e r  e t h n i c  groups. 
This  is  being manifested i n  unemployment 
and underemployment of Chinese. To overcome 
t h i s  problem, t h e  Chinese tend t o  fo l low two 
rou tes :  (a )  heavy investment  i n  educa t ion  
i n  c e r t a i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d s  which a r e  
of high demand on t h e  job  market ,  and (b) 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  dwn smal l  bus iness  usual-  
l y  t a i l o r e d  f o r  Chinese c l i e n t e l e .  

Pending a  comprehensive survey ,  one 
may n o t e  t h a t ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y ,  many educated 
Chinese a r e  moving t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d s  
which a r e  perceived a s  of h igh  demand on t h e  
job market.  Engineering and computer 

, s c i e n c e  a r e  two r e l e v a n t  examples t h a t  a r e  
popular  among Chinese. However, t h e s e  two 
f i e l d s ,  though s t i l l  h igh ly  demanded by 
governments and c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a r e  i n  t h e  
process  of d e - s k i l l i n g .  The d e - s k i l l i n g  
process  i s  l i k e l y  t o  reduce t h e  s t a t u s  
of eng ineers  and computer s c i e n t i s t s  t o  , 

semi-ski l led workers who can be t r a i n e d  i n  
a  mat te r  of months o r  weeks. As more Chi- 
nese head toward t h e s e  two f i e l d s ,  such 
d e - s k i l l i n g  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  Chinese commu- 
n i t y  more than  o t h e r s .  

As Harry Braverman q u i t e  convincingly 
a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  h i s  famous book, Labom and 
ManopoLy Cap& (1974), two processes  a r e  
now opera t ing  i n  eng ineer ing  which may un- 
dermine i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r e s t i g i o u s  s t a t u s  
a s  a  p rofess ion :  (a )  t h e  fragmentat ion of 
t a s k s  w i t h i n  t h e  occupat ion and (b)   the^ 
i n t r u s i o n  of e l e c t r o n i c  d a t a  p rocess ing  
(edp) i n t o  t h e  eng ineer ing  occupat ion.  

I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  eng ineer ing  p r o j e c t s ,  
whether l a r g e  o r  smal l ,  a r e  broken down 
i n t o  segments of  t e c h n i c a l  s p e c i a l i t i e s  and 
design work. Engineers  a r e  h i r e d  and a l l o -  
ca ted  by a  management team t o  do c e r t a i n  
segments of eng ineer ing  a'ccording t o  t h e i r  
t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i t i e s .  The managment team 
provides t h e  framework, ground r u l e s  of 
o p e r a t i o n  and (sometimes) f i n a n c i a l  bud- 
g e t s  f o r  t h e s e  eng ineers .  The engineers  
merely fo l low t h e  r o u t i n e  of designing.  
The t r a d i t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n  of eng ineers  of 
designing a  whole p r o j e c t  is  l o s t  and they 
a r e  g radua l ly  subordinated under t h e  
grand concept ion of t h e  management team. 
To a  g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  t h i s  phenomenon i s  
a l ready  q u i t e  common i n  b i g  corpora t ions .  

With t h e  invent ion  of  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  
d a t a  p rocess ing  ins t ruments ,  human e n g i n e e r s  
may soon be  redundant .  Some of the  g r a p h i c  
des ign  of eng ineers  can now be t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  numerical  forms which a r e  being pro- 
cessed i n  computers. By processing des igns  
wi th  t h e  h e l p  of s t o r e d  d a t a  ( c a l c u l a t i o n  
formulae , s tandard  information and so  
o n ) ,  computers a r e  now tak ing  over  sqme 
of t h e  des ign ing  f u n c t i o n  of eng ineers .  In- 
s t e a d ,  eng ineers  i n  t h e  form of compu- 
t e r s  may become more popular .  J u s t  
a s  we have "machine t e l l e r s "  i n  banks which 
may u l t i m a t e l y  d i s p l a c e  human t e l l e r s ,  
eng ineers  may s u f f e r  a  s i m i l a r  f a t e .  

I n  f u t u r e ,  a s  more engineer ing  d a t a  
a r e  fed  i n t o  computer systems,  t h e  manage- 

' ment may t a k e  c o n t r o l  of conceptual  and 
des ign  knowledge, and h i r e  machine opera- 
t o r s  and d a t a  e n t r y  c l e r k s  t o  do t h e  en- 
g i n e e r ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l  work. These "new en- 
g ineers"  a r e  e a s i e r  and cheaper t o  t r a i n  and 
e a s i e r  t o  r e p l a c e  than  t h e  presen t  m i v e r -  
s i t y - t r a i n e d  engineers .  

What is  happening i n  eng ineer ing  is  
a l s o  found i n  t h e  f i e l d  of computer s c i e n c e .  
Like t r a d i t i o n a l  eng ineers  who des ign  com- 
prehensive systems t o  p rocess  d a t a ,  t h e  
systems a n a l y s t ' s  t a s k s  w i l l  a l s o  be frag-  
mented and d e - s k i l l e d  i n  a  s i m i l a r  manner 
a s  d i scussed  above. At p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  
s i g n s  which show t h a t  d e - s k i l l i n g  is  going 
through t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  of computer program- 
ming. 

Under t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  of systems ana- 
l y s t s ,  t h e  programmers would t r a n s l a t e  t h e  
system of d a t a  p rocess ing  i n t o  a  s e t  of in- 
s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  computer. These i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  pred iges ted  and can 
t h e r e f o r e  be  mechanically fed  i n t o  t h e  sy- 
stem. Through advancements i n  d a t a  proces- 
s i n g ,  t h e  programmers' job may become f r a g -  
mented and d e - s k i l l e d .  They could a l s o  be 
t r a i n e d  i n  a  much s h o r t e r  per iod which 
means, i n  s t r a t e g i c  terms,  they can be 
e a s i l y  rep laced .  I n  f u t u r e ,  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  
l i k e l y  t h a t  some of t h e s e  programmers' t a s k s  
w i l l  be subcont rac ted  t o  o t h e r  f i rms  o r  end 
up i n c r e a s i n g l y  performed by temporary workers  



(who a r e  lower pa id  and deprived of f r i n g e  

b e n e f i t s ) .  It is  a l s o  probable t h a t  com- 
p u t e r s  themselves may-be programmed t o  do 
t h e i r  own programming, render ing  human , 

programmers redundant. 
Depending on t h e  r a t e  of s o p h i s t i c a -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  d a t a  p rocess ing  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  re -  
duc t ion  of e n g i n e e r s  and computer sc ien-  
t is ts  t o  semi-sk i l l ed  l a b o u r e r s  i s  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  nex t  t en ,  years  o r  l e s s .  

The ques t ion  then  is:  should t h e  
Chinese g e t  i n t o  occupat ions which have 
such a  g r e a t  tendency toward redundancy? 
A s  many Chinese a r e  f lock ing  i n t o  t h e s e  
two occupa t ions ,  t h e  d e - s k i l l i n g  process  
w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  a f f e c t  t h e i r - s t a t u s  i n  one 
way o r  ano ther .  The warning s i g n a l  i s  on 
and i t  is  up t o  t h e  Chinese t o  .decide. 

Another r o u t e  t h e  Chinese u s u a l l y  t a k e  i n  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  employment d i f f i c u l t i e s  and ra-  
c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  is  s e t t i n g  up a  smal l  
b u s i n e s s ,  e i t h e r  i n  Chinatowns o r  e l s e -  
where, most l i k e l y  i n  t h e  form of r e s t a u -  
r a n t s ,  g rocery  s t o r e s ,  t r a v e l  agenc ies  and 
o t h e r  smal l  bus inesses .  

In  t imes of economic c r i s i s ,  smal l  
b u s i n e s s  v e n t u r e s  a r e  becoming r i s k i e r .  
High i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  and i n f l a t i o n a r y  c o s t s  
of m a t e r i a l s  coupled w i t h  g e n e r a l  f inan-  
c i a l  r e s t r a i n t  of consumers l e a d  smal l  
b u s i n e s s e s  i n t o  bankruptcy and f o r e c l o s u r e .  

For example, i n  1981 about 8,000 
b u s i n e s s e s  went o u t  of b u s i n e s s ,  up 22% 
from t h e  prev ious  y e a r .  A survey by t h e  
Canadian Federa t ion  of Independent Business  
(January 1982) showed t h a t  c l o s e  t o  one- 
t h i r d  of t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  smal l  bus inesses  
s a i d  they  w i l l  c l o s e  down, s e l l  p a r t  of 
t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  o r  be  fo rced  i n t o  bankruptcy 
i f  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  remain a t  c u r r e n t  l e v e l s  
(1.8%) throughout t h i s  y e a r .  Even i n  t imes 
of r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i t y ,  do'ing smal l  bus i -  
n e s s  i n  Canada i s  n o t  promising s i n c e  
roughly 70% of smal l  bus inesses  c l o s e  down 
i n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  of o p e r a t i o n .  

The r e s t a u r a n t  t r a d e  is n o t  an excep- 
t i o n .  According t o  one e s t i m a t e ,  t h e  over- 
a l l  r e s t u a r a n t  b u s i n e s s  i n  Toronto is  down 
by 8  o r  9% i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  

On t h e  s u r f a c e ,  Chinese r e s t a u r a n t s  
appear  t o  be hea l thy .  But t h e  Chinese com- 
munity i s  n o t  immune t o  economic c r i s i s .  
With i n c r e a s i n g  c o s t  i n  accomodation, food,  
c l o t h i n g  and o t h e r  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  t h e  Chinese a r e  
f e e l i n g  t h e  pinch.  While e a t i n g  ou t  is  a  
g r e a t  pas t t ime  f o r  t h e  Chinese, i t  may be- - 

come a  luxury  f o r  many. 
The l a c k  of Chinese i n  f e d e r a l  and 

p r o v i n c i a l  a o l i t i c s  p rec ludes  them from 
a r t i c u l a t i n g  t h e i r  concerns a s  w e l l  a s  
s h a r i n g  i n  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  which may 
a f f e c t  t h e i r  l i v e s .  One might a rgue  t h a t  
concerns and d e c i s i o n s  may be channel led 
through non-Chinese p o l i t i c i a n s .  This  i s  
a  p o s s i b i l i t y  bu t  t h e  ques t ion  is: why 
work through a  non-Chinese when t h e r e  a r e  
s o  many t a l e n t e d  and capable Chinese 
around? Besides,  a  whi te  p o l i t i c i a n  does 
n o t  have t o  l i v e  w i t h  racism t h e  r e s t  of 

h i s / h e r  l i f e .  When t h e  crunch comes, t h e  
whi te  p o l i t i c i a n ' s  s tand  a g a i n s t  r a c i a l  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  may n o t  be a t  t h e  top of 
t h e  p r i o r i t y  l is t .  However, t h i s  does 
n o t  mean t h a t  a  Chinese p o l i t i c i a n  would 
au tomat ica l ly  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  cause of t h e  
Chinese. To ensure  t h a t  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  
whatever t h e i r  c o l o u r ,  f i g h t  f o r  r a c i a l  
e q u a l i t y ,  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  must be  con- 
s t a n t ,  even e s c a l a t e d .  

There i s  y e t  ano ther  reason why 
Chinese should pursue p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r s .  
A s  i n  o t h e r  minor i ty  groups,  t h e r e  i s  a  
smal l  segment w i t h i n  t h e  Chinese cornmu- 
n i t y  which i s  weal thy,  o r  a t  l e a s t  above- 
average i n  income and p r o p e r t y  ownership. 
They may i n v e s t  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  s t o c k s  o r  
bus iness  bu t  they  have n o t  i n v e s t e d  i n  
p o l i t i c a l  power. Such a  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  
repercuss ions  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  Chi- 
nese  community ( a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  i n v e s t -  
ments) . 

The Japanese exper ience  i n  Canada 
during t h e  Second World'War p r e s e n t s  a  
good l e s s o n  f o r  t h e  Chinese. Although t h e  

.Japanese Canadians had no th ing  t o  do wi th  
t h e  Japanese government, they were l a b e l l e d  
a s  s t a t e  enemies and t h e  whole Japanese 
Canadian community came under s i e g e .  Pro- 
p e r t y  was c o n f i s c a t e d ,  f a m i l i e s  broken up 
a s  they  were rounded up i n  "internment 
camps". Even a f t e r  t h e  war, they were n o t  
compensated f o r  l o s t  p roper ty  and d i g n i t y .  

The moral of  t h i s  ep i sode  i s  t h a t  
without  p o l i t i c a l  power, a  minor i ty  g roup ' s  
f a t e  cannot be secured .  It must be noted 
t h a t  dur ing  t h e  Second World War, t h e  pro- 
p e r t i e s  of I t a l i a n s  and Germans i n  Canada 
were l a r g e l y  untouched a l though  ~ a n a d a  was 
a t  war wi th  I t a l y  and Germany. What saved 
t h e  I t a l i a n  and German communities was t h a t  
a  number of par l i amenta ry  members spoke on 
t h e i r  beha l f .  Obviously, t h e  Japanese ex- 
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per ience  was a  r e s u l t  of s t a t e  racism and 
i t  a l s o  showed t h a t  having p o l i t i c i a n s  
from r a c i a l  minor i ty  groups i n  high pla-  
ces  i s  important  i n  t imes of s ta te -c la imed  
c r i s i s .  

One might argue t h a t  t h e  Japanese 
exper ience  was i s o l a t e d  and could n o t  hap- 
pen aga in .  The r a t i o n a l e  behind such an 
argument i s  t h e  fol lowing:  t h e  government 
has-made a  conscious e f f o r t  t o  educa te  
people about t h e  va lue  of m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  
and e l i m i n a t e  p re jud ice .  One does n o t  have 
t o  go back f u r t h e r  than t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of 
t h e  War Feasure Act t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  s t a t e -  
claimed c r i s i s  of t h e  Quebecois " i n s u r r e c t i o n "  
i n  1970. I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  was wrongly 
l a b e l l e d  a s  a  c r i s i s  but a t  t h e  t ime ,  peo- 
p l e  seemed t o  support  t h e  government's emer- 
gency measures. The Quebec exper ience  was, 
t o  some e x t e n t ,  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  o r d e a l  of 
t h e  Japanese dur ing  t h e  1940s. 

minor i ty  groups. I n  o t h e r  words, o t h e r  
minor i ty  groups have f a i l e d  t o  r e c r u i t  t h e  
Chinese i n  t h e i r  f i g h t  f o r  e q u a l i t y ,  jus-  
t i c e ,  and freedom. 

Can t h e  Chinese a f f o r d  t o  mind t h e i r  own 
a f f a i r s  without  forming a l l i a n c e s  wi th  
o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s ?  The answer is  nega t ive .  
There a r e  f o u r  reasons .  The Chinese remain a  

smal l  group in.demographic terms and even 
wi th  m i t y  among themselves,  they  cannot 
make a  powerful p r e s s u r e  o r  lobby group. 
Second, many i s s u e s  supposedly s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  
Chinese a r e  a l s o  i s s u e s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  o t h e r  
m i n o r i t i e s ,  and v i c e  w m a .  This  may be 
seen i n  i s s u e s  of  l abour  r i g h t s ,  s o c i a l  
s e r v i c e  cutbacks and s o  on. F igh t ing  
a lone  i s  n o t  a s  e f f e c t i v e  a s  f i g h t i n g  
along wi th  o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s .  Th i rd ,  i f  t h e  
Chinese a r e  a lone  i n  f i g h t i n g  f o r  r a c i a l  
e q u a l i t y  o r  o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  they  may be per- 
ceived a s  o v e r l y  v o c a l  o r  m i l i t a n t  by 
m a j o r i t y  groups,  and t h i s  might f u e l  a  
backlash.  I f  t h e  Chinese form a  c o a l i -  
t i o n  wi th  o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  groups and widen 
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  b a s e ,  t h e  chances of a  back- 
l a s h  a r e  minimized. Four,  i n  c a s e  of 
s t a t e  emergencies ,  t h e  Chinese would n o t  
f i n d  themselves f r i e n d l e s s .  A long h i s -  
t o r y  of  coopera t ion  wi th  o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s  
would ensu ie  t h a t  they  would defend Chinese 
i n t e r e s t s  i n  such s i t u a t i o n s .  

I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h r e e  arguments 
have been prksen ted :  ( a )  t h e  educa t iona l  
investment  of  t h e  Chinese h a s  no t  been 
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  economic reward; (b)  t h e  Chi- 
nese tend t o  g e t  i n t o  occupat ions which 
have h igh  r i s k s  of demotion, d i s m i s s a l  and 
bankruptcy;  and ( c )  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  base of 
t h e  Chinese i s  weak. I n  sum, it  h a s  been 
argued t h a t  t h e  Chinese a r e  moving i n t o  an 
e r a  of  c r i s i s .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  
t h e  Chinese should smarten up o r  they  w i l l  

be pushed f u r t h e r  a s i d e  t o  t h e  f r i n g e  of 
s o c i e t y .  

What i s  t o  be done? Although t h e  
Chinese have c e r t a i n  achievements i n  t h i s  

This  is  no t  t o , s u g g e s t  t h a t  a holo- 
c a u s t  i s  descending upon t h e  Chinese com- 
munity f o r  whatever reasons.- But given 
t h e  t r a c k  record  of Canada's t rea tment  of 
minor i ty  groups, t h e  t h r e a t  i s  always t h e r e .  
The ques t ion  fac ing  t h e  Chinese i s  obvious: 
how can a  p o l i t i c a l  base be b u i l t  i n  o r d e r  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  ga ins  t h e  Chinese have made 
i n  t h i s  count ry?  

Apart from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Chinese 
have n o t  secured p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  a t  
v a r i o u s  1evels;the marg ina l i ty  of t h e  Chi- 
nese  p o l i t i c a l  base i s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e i r  
l a c k  of u n i t y  wi th  o t h e r  minor i ty  groups.  
During t h e  anti-W5 movement, t h e r e  were 
p e r i p h e r a l  c o n t a c t s  between t h e  Chinese and 
o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s .  These c o n t a c t s  remained 
s u p e r f i c i a l .  It is  n o t  uncommon t o  f i n d  
p u b l i c  meetings which address  minor i ty  
group i s s u e s  t o  be devoid of Chinese. This  
sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  Chinese, g e n e r a l l y ,  a p a r t  
from a  few a c t i v i s t s ,  a r e  s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  
unconcerned and f a i l  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  o t h e r  .. 

.. . 
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c o u n t r y ,  t h e y  have  n o t  "made i t"  and w i l l  
n o t  do s o  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  T h i s  is  
d i s c o u r a g i n g  b u t  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  of "upward 
m o b i l i t y "  must-be removed. Racism i n  
employment and o t h e r  a r e a s  must be  recog-  
n i z e d  and acknowledged by t h e  Chinese  n o t  o n l y  
a s  a  phenomenon which a f f e c t s  r a c i a l  mino- 
r i t i e s  b u t  a s  a n  i d e o l o g y  and i n s t i t u t i o n  
which t o u c h e s  on t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  of t h e  
Ch inese  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  Chinese  shoud acknow- 
l e d g e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t h e  v i c t i m s  of  rac ism.  
F a i l u r e  t o  acknowledge t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
v i c t i m s  .means t h a t  many p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  
a r e  b e i n g  e x p l a i n e d  away. 

When e d u c a t i o n a l  i nves tmen t  i s  n o t  
r e a l i z e d  i n  economic reward and when t h e r e  
e x i s t s  i n  t h e  Ch inese  community widesp read  
unemployment and underemployment,  t h e  p r i o -  
r i t y  s h o u l d  b e  t o  combat r a c i s m  i n  employ- 
ment.  One s h o u l d  n o t  blame t h e  Chinese  f o r  
s t u d y i n g  t o o  h a r d  o r  i n  t h e  wrong f i e l d ,  
f o r  t h e i r  l e s s - t h a n - f l u e n t  E n g l i s h ,  t h e i r  
"poor" mannerisms o r  f o r  t h e i r  unass imi-  
l a t e d  c u l t u r a l  h a b i t s .  The i s s u e  a t  s t a k e  
i s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  Chinese  
th rough  v a r i o u s  h u r d l e s  c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  un- 
c o n s c i o u s l y  s e t  up by w h i t e  g a t e k e e p e r s .  
The problem does  n o t  l i e  w i t h  t h e  Chinese .  
The t a s k  of  Ch inese  community l e a d e r s  i s  
t o  p u t  comba t t ing  r a c i s m  i n  employment a t  
t h e  t o p  of  t h e  p r i o r i t y  l is t  and deve lop  
s t r a t e g i e s  t o  combat i t .  A l l  o t h e r  i s s u e s  
( c u l t u r a l ,  media ,  p o l i c e ,  and s o  on)  
shou ld  be  secondary  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  s i n c e  
employment a f f e c t s  s u r v i v a l  and we l l -be ing .  

Our d i s c u s s i o n  shows t h a t  some pro- 
f e s s i o n s  and s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  do n o t  have 
much f u t u r e .  Examples were  drawn from en- 
g i n e e r i n g ,  computer s c i e n c e  and r e s t a u r a n -  
t e e r i n g ,  which a r e  p o p u l a r  f i e l d s  Chinese  
a r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  nowadays. I f  one  i s  
a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  o r  computer 
f i e l d s ,  one  shou ld  n o t  q u i t  b u t  p r e p a r e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  As d i s c u s s e d ,  management 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  monopol ize  power and ad- 
m i n i s t r a t o r s  w i l l  make t h e  i m p o r t a n t  de- 
c i s i o n s  .which a f f e c t  t h e i r  employees '  
w e l f a r e .  Thus i t  does  n o t  m a t t e r  whether  
one  h a s  a l l  t h e  knowledge i n  t h e  world  i n  
wha teve r  f i e l d ,  one  h a s  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  w i l l  of  t h e  dec i s ion -maker s  who a r e ,  

i n  most c a s e s ,  c o r p o r a t e  managers,  adminis-  
t r a t o r s ,  d i r e c t o r s ,  and owners.  Th i s  
l e a d s  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n  o r  management i s  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  
Ch inese  s h o u l d  s e e k  employment i n  and 
Ch inese  shoud avo id  a l l  t e c h n i c a l  work. 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Chinese  a r e  p e r i -  
p h e r a l  i n  p o l i t i c s  can he  changed by 
t r a i n i n g  Chinese  t o  become l e a d e r s  and 
i n v o l v i n g  themse lves  i n  c o a l i t i o n -  
forming.  P o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s b i p  t r a i n i n g  
i s  v i r t u a l l y  a b s e n t  i n  t h e  Chinese  
community. The re  s imply  a r e  n o t  enough 
workshops on t r a i n i n g  Chinese  t o  do com- 
mun i ty  o r g a n i z i n g ,  t o  speak  p u b l i c l y  and 
e f f e c t i v e l y ,  t o  conduct  m e e t i n g s ,  t o  manage 
t i m e ,  t o  d e s i g n ,  implement and e v a l u a t e  pro- 
grams,  t o  r u n  campaigns,  t o  lobby ,  and 50 
on. 

L e a d e r s h i p  t r a i n i n g  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from 
c r e a t i n g  a  " s t a r " .  The former  i s  mass- 
o r i e n t e d  and b u i l d s  up s e l f - r e l i a n c e  w i t h i n  
t h e  community. The l a t t e r  i s  i n d i v i d u a l -  
o r i e n t e d  and c r e a t e s  dependence w i t h i n  t h e  
community on a  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h a t  i s  

t h e  " s t a r " .  I t  i s  h i g h  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  Chinese  
s t a r t  t r a i n i n g  themse lves  t o  b e  l e a d e r s .  

As a r g u e d , c o a l i t i o n  f o r m a t i o n  is  
i m p o r t a n t  s i n c e  i t  widens  t h e  power b a s e  
of  t h e  Chinese  community. It shou ld  n o t  
b e  l i m i t e d  t o  b u i l d i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  among 
l e a d e r s  o f  - v a r i o L s  m i n o r i t y  g roups .  At 
t h i s  s t a g e ,  e f f o r t s  m u s t , b e  made t o  f o r g e  
a  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between m i n o r i t y  
g r o u p s  a t  t h e  g r a s s - r o o t  l e v e l .  T h i s  c a n  
b e  a c h i e v e d  i n  v a r i o u s  ways,  s u c h  a s  
interracial/intercultural s o c i a l  g a t h e r -  
i n g s .  Through such  e v e n t s ,  ne tworks  may 
b e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  between m i n o r i t y  g roups  
beyond t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  based  on an under- 
s t a n d i n g  of t h e  Canadian s t r u c t u r e  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  t r e n d s ,  a  p e s s i m i s t i c  f u t u r e  
o u t l o o k  is  p r o j e c t e d  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  
Whether such  pess imism is w a r r a n t e d  o r  
n o t  r ema ins  t o  b e  s e e n .  I t  i s  t h e  
s i n c e r e  h o p e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  t h a t  t h e  men- 
t i o n e d  c r i s e s  cou ld  b e  avo ided  o r  l e s s e n e d  
th rough  t h e  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t s  of t h e  Chi- 
n e s e ,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  h e l p  from t h e i r  
f r i e n d s .  
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C r e d i t t o  Bob MqArthur who b rough t  t h i s  ad-. 
v e r t i s e m e n t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n - o f  T h t  
Asianactian . 

The Dubious Award f o r  t h e  summer 
of 1982 i s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  T o r o n t o ' s  
"New Chinese  Vi l l age ' '  f o r  i t s  ad- 
v e r t i s e m e n t  which appeared i n  Canada 's  
se l f -p roc la imed  n a t i o n a l  newspaper,  
t h e  GLabt and Ma.,iL. December 10,  
1981) 

Sighhh,  s i n c e  t h e  owners and 
a d v e r t i s i n g  manager f o r  t h e  "New 
Chinese  Vi l l age ' '  had dec ided  t o  sub- 
j e c t  p r o s p e c t i v e  p a t r o n s  t o  a  l i n g u i s -  
t i c  a t r o c i t y ,  t h e y  cou ld  a <  l e a s t  have 
had t h e  c o u r t e s y  t o  i n s u l t  j u s t  one 
e t h n i c  group i n s t e a d  of two. When 
d i s p a r a g i n g  means a r e  adopted,  however, 
t h e r e  a r e  no r a c i a l  f a v o u r i t e s .  

I n  t h e i r  c u t e s y  a t t e m p t  t o  draw 
i n  c l i e n t e l e - - a n d  t h e i r  bucks--the pro- 
p r i e t o r s  have succeeded i n  a l i e n a t i n g  
those 'who f i n d  such approaches  p a t r o n i z -  
i n g  and o f f e n s i v e .  The c a p t i o n  "Riving 
w e l l  i s  t h e  b e s t  levenge", c o n j u r s  up 
images of none o t h e r  than  t h e  infamous 
non-person, "Confucious Say". The 
s t e r e o t y p i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  which emerges 
i s  of an " O r i e n t a l "  male who spews 
words o f  n o n s e n s i c a l  'wisdom', p a r a d e s  
abou t  i n  Chinese  robes  w i t h  h i s  clammy 
hands n e a t l y  tucked o u t  of s i g h t  i n  
baggy s l e e v e s ,  a  b l a c k  p i l l - b o x  monkey 
h a t  s i t t i n g  a t o p  a  gleaming p i g - t a i l e d  
head equipped w i t h  an  e q u a l l y  gleaming 
s m i l e ,  buck t e e t h  and almond e y e s .  
Archie  Bunkers would no d o u b t  t a k e  de- 
l i g h t  i n  t h i s  i n c e s s a p t l y  bowing and 
e x o t i c  l i t t l e  f e l low.  \ The r e s t a u r a n t  
i s  o b v i o u s l y  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  sweet  and 
sour  crowd -- s i n c e  t h e y ' v e  %anaged t o  
b a s t a r d i z e  Chinese  language and 
c u l t u r e  what i s  t o  p r e v e n t  them from 
do ing  t h e  same t o  t h e i r  food? 

The ad s e r v e s  t o  conf i rm h e  m i s -  
c o n c e p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l i n g u a - f r a n c a  be- 
tween Canadians  w i t h  Asian f e a t u r e s  and 
non-Asian Canadians  i s  pidgen-Engl ish .  
I t  f l i r t h e r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  no m a t t e r  
how long  one h a s  been i n  t h i s  coun t ry  
t h e r e  w i l l  a lways be  q u a i n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  
between ' C I S '  and ' t h e m ' .  The "1Jew 
Chinese  V i l l a g e "  i s  n 3 ~  t h e  o n l y  c111- 
p r i t  however. I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  t h e  
award shou ld  b e  sha red  w i t h  t h e  GLabt 

( t o  be con t inued  on PaRe 8) 
-- - - -- 
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n~c! E f u L ,  which, i n  t h e  t r u e  s t y l e  of  - 
t h e  p r e s s ,  agreed t o  accept  t he  ad f o r  
pub l i c a t i on . . bu t  were monetary con- 
cerns  t he  only cons ide r a t i on?  The 
media i s  we l l  known f o r  fee, l ing t he  
publ ic  whkt i t  f e e l s  they should know. 
I t s  po r t r aya l  of e t h n i c  grcups has  been 
dismal. The a c t  of  p r i n t i n g  t h e  ad- 
ver t i sement  i s  an a c t  of i n s u l t  aga in s t  
Canadians of Chinese and Japanese des- 
c en t .  I t  i s  a l s o  an i n d i c a t i o n  of t he  
s tandards ,  o r  l a c k  of them, s e t  by 
the  media i n  genera l .  You've heard 

of subl imina l  seduct ion -- how about 
subl imina l  discr iminaton.  

Thc Ania~udiafl de~l:;es the  
dep i c t i on  of any e thn i c  groups i n  
r o l e s  which c a s t  them a s  s t e r eo types ,  
and c a s t i g a t e s  the  p r e s s  f o r  i t s  
a t tempt  t o  d r i v e  t he  wedge between 
Canadians even deeper and t he  "New 
Chinese Vil lage" f o r  i t s  b l a t a n t  
l a c k  of t a s t e .  

P r i n t i n g  a n d  p o s t a g e  c o s t s  a r e  r a p i d l y  s o a r i n g - - a n d  THE ASIANADIAN 
b a n k  b a l a n c e  i s  r a p i d l y  d w i n d l i n g .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  we h a v e  
b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  s w i t c h  f r o m  g l o s s y  c o v e r s  a n d  h e a v i e r ,  w h i t e  s t o c k  
t o  a  n o t  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  n e w s p r i n t  f o r m a t .  T h i s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  o u r  d i m i n i s h -  
i n g  f u n d s .  A f t e r  p a y i n g  t h e  p r i n t e r  f o r  t h e  i s s u e  w h i c h  y o u  now h o l d  
i n  y o u r  h a n d s ,  we w i l l  h a v e  o n l y  a  f e w  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  w i t h  w h i c h  
t o  s t a r t  b u i l d i n g  a  b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e .  The  c u r r e n t  p r i c e  
f o r  p r i n t i n g  1 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  i s  a r o u n d  $400 !  And t h e  t h i r d  c l a s s  
p o s t a g e  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a i l  t h i s  i s s u e  t o  y o u  f a i t h f u l  s u b s c r i b e r s  now 
t o t a l s  o v e r  $ 2 0 0 .  I 

Y e s ,  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  THE ASIANADIAN i n d e e d  l o o k s  b l e a k .  Howeve r ,  
d o  n o t  d e s p a i r  y e t .  T h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a  f e w  o f  u s  l e f t  who r e f u s e  t o  
a b a n d o n  a n  a p p a r e n t l y  S i n k i n g  s h i p  ...... We a r e  s t i l l  c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  
h o p e  t h a t  o u r  r e a d e r s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p o r t  t o  k e e p  t h i s  
u n i q u e  a n d  v a l u a b l e  m a g a z i n e  a f l o a t .  

We a r e  c o u n t i n g  o n  y o u  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
a n d  a n s w e r  o u r  h o n e s t  a n d  u r g e n t  p l e a  f o r  h e l p  b y  s e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  We r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  
e c o n o m i c  c l i m a t e  t o d a y  ( w i t h  a n  o f f i c i a l  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  o f  1 2 3 % )  i s  
e x t r e m e l y  h a r s h  f o r  m o s t  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s ,  s o  we a s k  you  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
w h a t e v e r  y o u  a r e  a b l e  t o .  c o n t r i b u t e .  P l e a s e  f i l l  o u t  t h e  f o r m  b e l o w  
a n d  m a i l  i t  i n  f o d a y  w i t h  y o u r  c h e q u e .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  a l l o w  THE 
ASIANADIAN t 'o  j o i n  t h e  l o n g  l i n e  o f  i n n o v a t i v e ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  m a g a z i n e s  
w h i c h  h a v e  h a d  t o  f o l d  b e c a u s e  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s .  
......................................................................... 

A s  a n  a v i d  r e a d e r  , o f  THE ASIANADIAN I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  m a g a z i n e  g e t  
b a c k  on  i t s  f e e t  a n d  c o n t i n u e  p u b l i s h i n g  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  I w o u l d  l i k e  
t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  t h r o u g h  my e n c l o s e d  TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 
i n  t h e  amou:t o f  $ 

I a l s o  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t i o n ( s )  f o r  f u n d - r a i s i n g ;  I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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A d d r e s s  : 
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Photo c r e d i t  t o  L e s l i e  Lane, 
c o u r t e s y  t o  Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
Toronto,  Canada. 

Yotaro Konaka w a s , i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  Toronto 
i n  October  1981. He was i n  Toron to  f o r  
The W r i t e r  and Human R i g h t s  Conference i n  
a i d  of Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g a t h e r i n g  of 
w r i t e r s  was a  show of  s t r e n g t h  dem- 
o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  impor tance  o f  world  wide 
a c t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  human r i g h t s .  The 
Congress o f  w r i t e r s  f u r t h e r  emphasized 
t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
o f  human r i g h t s  c u t s  a c r o s s  d i f f e r e n c e s  
o f  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  r a c e  and b e l i e f .  By 
speak ing  a c r o s s  t h e s e  b o u n d r i e s  w r i t e r s  
can i n s i s t  t h a t  human r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and r i g h t s  a r e  u n i v e r s a l .  Yotaro 
Konaka is  one o f  t h e s e  w r i t e r s .  

ASIANAQIAN:  CouRd you b e g i n  by i n t h o d u o i n g  
y o w e l d  and den0 c x p h i n i n g  home od Xhc 
Ircanonh you became a w h i t e k .  

KOEiAKA YOTARO: I was born  i n  1934,  and 
exper i enced  my chi ldhood a s  "a young sub- 
j e c t  of t h e  empire". 

A f t e r  t h e  d e f e a t ,  I r e c e i v e d  t h e  so- 
c a l l e d  post-war democra t i c  e d u c a t i o n .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  you may f i n d  me t a l k a t i v e  and 
ou tgo ing .  I was t a u g h t  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r in - -  
c i p l e  of m a j o r i t y  r u l e .  Entil t h e  Korean 
War, I b e l i e v e d  t h e  U.S.A. was t h e  Country  
of J u s t i c e  and t h e  Guardian o f  Freedom. 

A f t e r  t h e  Korean War , I e n t e r e d  un i -  
v e r s i t y .  During t h a t  t ime  many o f  t h e  
o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  became communists b u t  we 
t h e  younger g e n e r a t i o n  t ended  t o  b e  c r i t i -  
c a i  of t h e  Japan  Communist P a r t y  . We 
l i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  days  of t h e  S i x t h  N a t i o n a l  
Conference ( h e l d  by t h e  JCP t o  s e l f -  
c r i t i c i z e  r a d i c a l l y  i t s  u l t r a - l e f t i s t  ad- 
v e n t u r i s t i c  tendency i n  i t s  1 9 5 1  p l a t f o r m  
and i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s )  
and o f  ~ h i b a t a  Sho ' s  Howi?vUL, O m  Z)ayh ( a  

, s a t i r i c a l  n o v e l  on a c t i v i s m  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 5 0 ' s ) .  

I was a  member of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
t h e a t r i c a l  group,  and TV was j u s t  becoming 
p o p u l a r .  T h i s  l e d  me t o  become a  TV drama 
d i r e c t o r .  

A f t e r  I became a  TV d i r e c t o r ,  I be- 
came more c u r i o u s  and \concerned abou t  
i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  i n s a n i t y  and d e l i n q u e n c y  i n  
t h e  human c h a r a c t e r .  Ho~rever ,  a  medium 
such  a s  TV h a s  a  ve ry  l i m i t e d  c a p a c i t y  t o  
p o r t r a y  such  a s p e c t s  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e .  
When I was t h i n k i n g  abou t  i n s a n i t y  and t h e  in -  
d i v i d u a l i t y  of humans, I was a s k e d  ' t o  d i r e c t  
a  TV programme o v e r s e a s .  I though t  t h i s  
was a  good chance t o  q u i t  my j o b .  I had 
developed a  s e n s e  of i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  t o -  
wards  TV ( a s  a  t o o l  of my own e x p r e s s i o n ) ,  
and was a g i t a t e d  by Oda Makoto 's  n o v e l ,  
L& Me See EvehyXking. A f t e r  M r .  Oda and I 
made t h e  TV programme I q u i t  my j o b .  

The Vietnam War e s c a l a t e d  a t  t h a t  
t ime ,  and t h e  U.S. s t a r t e d  t h e  bombing of 
t h e  North .  When I saw a  p i c t u r e  o f  a  V i e t -  
namese women w i t h  h e r  c h i l d  t r y i n g  t o  c r o s s  
t h e - r i v e r  amids t  . t h e  bombing, i t  b rough t  
back my own memories of bombings when I 
was a  c h i l d .  



Then M r .  Oda, I ,  and f r i e n d s  orga-  
nized a  movement c a l l e d  "Ci t izens  Organiza- 
t i o n  f o r  Peace i n  Vietnam". During t h i s  
t ime I had no chance t o  w r i t e ,  because my 
involvement i n  t h e  Anti-Vietnam War Nove- 
ment made me extremely busy ( a t t e n d i n g  
meet ings and organ iz ing  anti-war demonstra- 
t i o n s ) .  So, while  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
movement, I always thought I would w r i t e  a  
good novel a f te rwards .  

I n  f a c t  I wrote s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  on 
my exper iences  i n  the  movement about  a n t i -  
war r a l l i e s  and p r o t e s t  marches, demonstra- 
t i o n s ,  d e f e c t o r s '  s t o r i e s .  F i n a l l y ,  I com- 
p i l e d  my a r t i c l e s  i n t o  a  book The V-kXnam 
[OWL und I .  With a  s t rong  d e s i r e  t o  b e . a  
w r i t e r  who demonstrated t h e  i n n e r  s t r u g g l e s  of 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  I was awakened s o c i a l l y  and p o l i -  
t i c a l l y  through involvement i n  t h i s  Anti-  
Vietnam War Movement. Therefore,  my works 
l i k e  Tenchugumi Repvht and o t h e r s  d e l i n e a t e  
how and why i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  moment 
i n  h i s t o r y  commit themselves ( t o  t h e  c rea-  
t i o n  of  h i s t o r y  i t s e l f ) .  This  i s  my theme. 

The Vietnam War f i n a l l y  ended wi th  
t h e  U.S. withdrawal  i n  1974. A t  t h a t  t ime,  
Korean p o l i t i c i a n  K i m  Dae Jung was kidnap- 
ped by Korean C I A  a g e n t s  from a  h o t e l  i n  
Japan. Recause of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  I became 
involved i n  t h e  Korean i s s u e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  

. : committed t o  t h e  movement f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  
of Korean poet K i m  Chi Ha f o r  a  long t ime.  
Through p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e s e  movements, 
t h e  agony and sorrow a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  hopes 
and v i s i o n s  of t h e  Vietnamese and Korean 
peoples  \rere i n t e r n a l i z e d  f o r  me; t h e  pas- 
s i o n  and s p i r i t  of t h e  people p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h e s e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  movements 
a l s o  became a  p a r t  of me; t h e r e  were l e s s o n s  
l e a r n e d ,  t h e r e  was g r e a t  f r u s t r a t i o n .  

- -  . 

which have been d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  sup- 
por ted  by t h e  Japanese government and Japa- 
nese m u l t i n a t i o n a l s .  I n  o t h e r  words, Japan 
and we Japanese have an i n d i r e c t  responsi-  
b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

The o t h e r  t h i n g  I want t o  speak about 
i s  my b e l i e f  i n  t h e  importance of humanist 
suppor t  f o r  1;uman Rights .  A f t e r  t h e  Viet- 
namese invas ion  of  Kampuchea, t h e  dream t h a t  
a  s o c i a l i s t  count ry  would s tand wi th  people 
and p r o t e c t  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t s  was cnded. ( I n  
o t h e r  words, when peoples  of d i f f e r e n t  coun- 
t r i e s  supported s o c i a l i s m  i n  Vietnam dur ing  
t h e  Vietnam War, q u i t e  a  few of them hoped 
soc ia l i sm would be t h e  Answer t o  t h e  human 
tragedy and t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Republic of 
Vietnam would be  l i k e  a  s t a r  of hope. A 
person l i k e  myself who was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
Anti-Vietnam War Kovement can no longer  
have a  b e l i e f  i n  s o c i a l i s m  today) .  In  t h e  
midst  of t h i s  d e s p a i r ,  I have cont inued t o  
f i g h t  f o r  Human R i g h t s  bu t  on t h e  b a s i s  of 
humanism. This  humanist s tand  is  a  mino- 
r i t y  s tand  and weak one ,  weak because i t  is 
independent from p a r t y  p o l i t i c s .  Th is  
"European" way of t h i n k i n g ,  apparent  i n  both 
my own humanist s t a n d  and Amnesty In te rna-  
t i o n a l ' s  s t a n d ,  h a s  l i m i t a t i o n s  and i s  o f t e n  
c r i t i c i z e d .  However, I would l i k e  t o  t e s t  
t h i s  humanist s t a n d  t o  s e e  how f e a s i b l e  i t  
may be. (You may f i n d  such an a t t i t u d e  i n  
American e s s a y i s t ,  Susan Sontag too . )  

W l z a t  iuvuRd qau l i k e  tRae a b v d  at t h A  
"OJlhiteh and Human P i g b "  canl;ehence and 
what made qau comc t a  t k i n  canbehenee? 

There a r e  two reasons  why I came here .  One i s  
t h a t  I have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  Hurnan 
Rights  movements through Amnesty I n t e r n a -  
t i o n a l  and o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  a  long 
time. The o t h e r  i s  my aqua in tance  wi th  Mr. 
Josef  Skvorecky, a  Czechoslovakian e x i l e ,  
and a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  o f  Toronto. 
The reason  I got  t o  know him was t h a t ,  l a s t  
y e a r ,  I was chosen t o  be  a  j u r o r  f o r  t h e  
Neustadt  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e ,  

f o r  which I nominated Korean poet  Koh Eun. 
l!r. Skvorecky was a l s o  a  nominee and i n  
f a c t  rece ived  t h e  P r i z e .  Ke is a  Human 
Rights  a c t i v i s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  e x i l e s  from 
Czechoslovakia and a l s o  one of t h e  o rgan i -  
z e r s  of  t h i s  conference .  

What I want t o  t a l k  about a t  t h i s  
conference  is t h e  v i o l a t i o n  of Human Rights  
i n  Korea, and f o s t e r  g r e a t e r  understanding 
on t h i s  i s s u e  among p a r t i c i p a n t s .  The rea-  
son why 1 am speaking on Korean Human Rights  
v i o l a t i o n s  is  because most such v i o l a t i o n s  
i n  Asia have been i n  c o u n t r i e s  



Next. 1 vautd L i k e  t c r  ahk a quenaXon on t h e  
poA5iAicd Xhendh i i i ~  3apniz today, e n p e c d U y  
i,t,s h e - m i L L t a t i z d o n  phoghwntne. What m e  
Japanese' heactiolu t o  t h e  hequent oij U.S.  
Phenidcnt 'Reagan doh t h e  inchewe  06 t h e  
dcjence budgeR? 

The most impor tan t  problem i n  t h i s  i s s u e  is  
t h a t  i n  Japan t h e r e  a r e  Japanese  who favour  
i n c r e a s i n g  J a p a n ' s  de fence  budget  and i t s  
r e - m i l i t q r i z a t i o n .  Using Reagan 's  r e q u e s t  
f o r  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a s  
t h e i r  excuse ,  and i d e n t i f y i n g  Reagan a s  t h e  
pe r son  t o  blame, i n  f a c t  t h e y  a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r e - m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of 
Japan  accord ing  t o  t h e i r  obm d e s i g n s .  T h i s  
f a c t  i s  be ing  ignored  by c r i t i c s .  

(Ile h e m  thetie .in n colu3e,tudzat.ion i n  t h e  
a u t k o h i z d o n  phocenn 06 t e x t b o o b .  What 
do you th ink  about t k i n ?  

Concerning t h e  t ex tbook  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  pro-  
blem, f o r  example, t h e r e  h a s  been a  de- 
c r e a s e  i n  s p a c e  a l l o t t e d  t o  t h e  Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki  e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  a tomic  
bombings; e x c l u s i o n  of a  s t o r y  abou t  a  
s t o n e  Buddha s t a t u e  who h e l p s  t h e  poor ,  
because i t  s t a n d s  w i t h  t h e  poor ,  i n  o t h e r  
words,  t h e  workers :  e x c l u s i o n  o f  Russ ian  
f o l k  songs  because they  a r e  songs  o f  a  com- 
munis t  c o u n t r y ;  e x c l u s i o n  of t h e  J a p a n e s e  
a rmy ' s  a t r o c i t i e s  i n  Asian c o u n t r i e s  d u r i n g  
t h e  War. Al so ,  t h e r e  was a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
exc lude  t h e  names of companies l i k e  Ch i s so  
and Showa Denko which caused Minamata Mur- 
cu ry  Po i son ing .  Flowever, i t  tias f i n a l l y  
dec ided  t o  use  t h o s e  company names. Such a  
c o n s e r v a t i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  t ex tbook  a u t h o r i z a -  
t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  a  s i g n  of t h e  r e - m i l i t a r i z a -  
t i o n  o f  Japanese  l i f e .  Concerned J a p a n e s e  
e x p r e s s  t h e i r  a n x i e t y  and f e a r  abou t  t h i s .  

One of t h e  most impor tan t  problems 
i n  t h e  r e - m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of Japan  is  t h e  
problem around t h e  B i l l  of N a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
of t h e  Yasukuni S h i n t o  S h r i n e .  The Suzuki  
L i b e r a l  Democratic P a r t y  government pu t  a  
l o t  of e f f o r t  i n t o  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  How- 
e v e r ,  it v i o l a t e s  t h e  freedom of  f a i t h  
p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and Chr i s -  
t i a n s  e s p e c i a l l y  have o r g a n i z e d  a  s t r o n g  
opposi:ion. U n t i l  nou, c o n s e r v a t i z a t i o n  i n  
Japan was man i fes t ed  i n  l a b o u r  and p o l i -  
t i c s ,  however, t h e s e  days  i t  is  a l s o  mani- 
f e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  
and i d e a s .  There  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  c o n s e r v a t i -  
z a t i o n  o f  one  p a i t y  but  a  c o n s e r v a t i z a t i o n  
of c u l t u r e  among o r d i n a r y  Japanese  peop le .  
We can ' con i ro l  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t i z a t i o n  
th rough ,  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  f o r  example, 
e l e c t i o n s ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  
c o n t r o l l i n g  such  c u l t u r a l  c o n s e r v a t i z a t i o n .  
However, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  is my r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  a s  a  w r i t e r  t o  obse rve  and speak  
o u t  abou t  such s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  
d i f f i c u l t  t~ p e r c e i v e  such  c o n s e r v a t i z a t i o n  
from w i t h i n  Japan .  Korean and Canadian 
e y e s ,  however, can s e e  such development 

more c l e a r l y .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  reason '  
f o r  r e - m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  l i e  w i t h i n  
Reagan's r e q u e s t  b u t  i n  t h e  s t r o n g  tendency 
w i t h i n  Japan  t o  c o n s e r v a t i z e  and r e - m i l i t a -  
r i z e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I want t o  have a  p e r s -  

. p e c t i v e  t h a t  l o o k s  a t  Japan from o u t s i d e .  

1 beLieue coluetiucLtizcdLon 06 peopleln 
thinking h e j l e d e d  i n  Lilehdtwle and 
othe,t t y p u  o j  mws media. (rJoul.dnlt you 
hay t h a t  c o l u e t i u d z d o n  can be pointed 
out i n ,  &oh example, t h e  bent-se&%ng 
book I n d e f i n a b l y  C r y s t a l ?  

I touched upon t h i s  lnde6inably C h y n t d  i n  
one of my r e p o r t s  a t  t h i s  confe rence .  We 
might c a l l  t h i s  a  " c a t a l o g u e  novel" .  I ts 
s t o r y  i s  j u s t  abou t  a  young g i r l  s t u d e n t  
buying European, famous name-brand pro- 
d u c t s ,  s l e e p i n g  w i t h  h e r  b o y f r i e n d s ,  go ing  
t o  d i s c o s  and s o  on .  I t  h a s  over  f o u r  hun- 
dred f o o t n o t e s  which e x p l a i n  abou t  t h e  f a -  
mous name-brand p r o d u c t s  of f o r e i g n  coun- 
t r i e s .  Some l i t e r a t u r e  c ~ i t i c s  s a y  i t ' s  
good, b u t  I f i n d  t h e  ph i losophy  o f  t h i s  
book d i s c r i m i n a t o r y :  i t  judges  human 
b e i n g s  by what t h e y  have.  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  
i d e a  and a t t i t u d e  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g  peop le  
by what t h e y  have i s  d e c a d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  
words,  t o  s e e k  o n e ' s  i d e n t i t y  i n  famous 
brand-name commodit ies  i s  decaden t .  I t  i s  
v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c r i t i c i z e  such  decadence 
from w i t h i n  Japan .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  
hav ing  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  o t h e r s  such  a s  
m i n o r i t i e s  i n  Japan  (who a r e  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  
a g a i n s t  by such  an  a t t i t u d e ) ,  o r  of Koreans, 
i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h i s  decadence.  

L1lhat do you th ink  aboiLt t h e  mpe,toh nyntem 
today? How wiLl Lt be changed? In hela- 
Lion t o  Japan'n colu e , t u d z d o n ,  how doen 
Lt 6unctkon i n  Japan? 

The emperor system today i s  an i n v i s i b l e ,  
i n n e r  emperor system.  However, i t  c o n t r o l s  
u s ,  J a p a n e s e ,  g r e a t l y .  To p u t  i t  s imply ,  
t h e  emperor system is t h e  i d e a  of "y' ield 
t o  t h e  powerful" .  You can s e e  i t  i n  day 
t o  day l i f e  i n  Japan  everywhere .  The em- 
p e r o r  sys tem i s  t h e  b a s i s  of p a t r i a r c h y  i n  
Japan.  Thus, i t  is a  c h i e f  cause  Of sexism 
and male chauvinism.  Also i t  i s  a  cause  of 
r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  Japan .  I n  t h i s  
s e n s e ,  t h e r e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  and fundamen- 
t a l l y  a n  i n v i s i b l e ,  i n n e r  emperor system 
th roughou t  J a p a n ,  which d i s c r i m i n a t e s  a g a i n s t  
people  and n e v e r  a l l o w s  people  t o  be  e q u a l .  

T h i s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  
t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  between o n e s e l f  and t h e  em- 
p e r o r .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  a c t u a l l y ,  l e a d e r s  o f  
J apanese  m u l t i n a t i o n a l s  a r e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  
emperor t h a n  o r d i n a r y  Japanese  and t h e  
f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  J a p a n e s e  immigrants  i n  
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  who may r e a l l y  l o v e  t h e  em- 
p e r o r  and h i s  f a m i l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  no m a t t e r  
how o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  may r e s p e c t  and p r a i s e  
t h e  emperor ,  t h e y  do n o t  r e c e i v e  a n y t h i n g  
from him. The peop le  who a r e  a c t u a l l y  
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g i v e n  t h e  power a r e  s e n i o r  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  
and m u l t i n a t i o n a l s .  Yet v h i l e  we a r e  t a l k -  
i n g  s i m p l y  a b o u t  a n  i n v i s i b l e ,  i n n e r  em- 
p e r o r  s y s t e m ,  when a  c r i s i s  comes, i n  o t h e r  
words ,  when J a p a n ' s  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  
t h r e a t e n e d ,  t h e  emperor sys t em w i l l  come 
o u t  i n  t h e  open f u l l  f o r c e ,  a s  i t  d i d ,  f o r  
example ,  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  War. Ten y e a r s  ago ,  
when Mishima Yukio p l anned  a  coup d ' e t a t  
( i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  e m p e r o r ) ,  i t  ended 
s imp ly  a s  a  p e r s o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  i n n e r  
emperor  s y s t e m  ( b e c a u s e  i t  was n e i t h e r  au- 
t h o r i z e d  by t h e  emperor h imse l f  n o r  endor-  
sed by t h e  p o w e r f u l ) .  However, now Japan 
h a s  g a i n e d  economic power and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t y  i n  power i s  b l u n t l y  making a n  e f f o r t  
t o  change  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  ( i n t o  one  p e r -  
m i t t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  and 
a c c e p t i n g  p o s s i b l e  m i l i t a r y  i n v a s i o n  i n  t h e  
name of d e f e n c e ) .  I f  something l i k e  t h i s  
e v e r  happened a g a i n  it  would neve r  r ema in  
s i m p l y  a s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a n  i n n e r ,  i n v i -  
s i b l e  empero r  sys t em 

WhCCA b i n d  0 4  now& would  you L i k ~  Xu w h i t e ?  

I h a v e  made a n  e f f o r t  t o  w r i t e  s o c i a l  n o v e l s  
t r a n s c e n d i n g  t h e  J a p a n e s e  mains t ream p e r -  
s o n a l  n o v e l s .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  I have  pur-  
sued  t h e  fo rm o f  documentary n o v e l s  of a  
s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r .  

E n c o u n t e r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e s  
t h rough  t r a v e l l i n g  around t h e  wor ld ,  I h a v e  
s t a r t e d  t h i n k i n g ,  e v e r y  human b e i n g  s t r u g -  
g l e s  w i t h  h i s  o k  l i f e  on a  m e t a p h y s i c a l  
l e v e l .  T h i s  i s  what .  I would l i k e  t o  d e a l  
w i t h  i n  my w r i t i n g ,  and I would l i k e  t o  u s e  
t h e  form of a n  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l "  n o v e l .  

An i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n o v e l  used t o  be  some th ing  
which c o n t a i n e d  many f o r e i g n  names and 
words  w r i t t e n  by p e o p l e  obses sed  by f o r e i g n  
c o u n t r i e s .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  a g e  o f  t h e  o l d  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n o v e l  h a s  ended.  What I i n -  
t end  t o  w r i t e  i s  a  n o v e l  i l l u s t r a t i n g  how 
p e o p l e s  i n  t h e  wor ld  l i v e ,  and what t h e y  
a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r .  T h i s  is what I mean by 
a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n o v e l .  

The a g e  o f  p r a i s i n g  w e s t e r n  f o o d ,  
goods ,  and s o  on  h a s  come t o  a n  end .  1 1  be- 
l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  t ime  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  e s -  
s e n c e  o f  t h e  West.  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  works  of 
Mori Ar imasa  and Kato S h u i c h i  w i l l  no doub t  
be r e a s s e s s e d  and t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  from now 
on. 

F i n a l l y ,  how do you d e d  abed J a p a n a e  
C a n a d i a ~  hehe? 

I d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  J a p a n e s e  Canadians  who 
c u t  o f f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Japan and 
s t r u g g l e d  f o r  a  l o n g  t ime  h e r e . i n  Canada 
a r e  p e r p l e x e d  and confused  by s h o r t  t e r m  
v i s i t i n g  J a p a n e s e  l i k e  u s .  I am a  J a p a n e s e  
who b r o u g h t  o u r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  o p p r e s -  
s o r  t o  A s i a n s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e , a l s o  J a p a n e s e  

wl~o e x p e r i e n c e d  o p p r e s s i o n  i n  Canada. The re  
e x i s t s  a  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d .  

The o p p r e s s e d  J a p a n e s e  d i d  n o t  t r y  t o  
g e t  r evenge  o r  become o p p r e s s o r s ,  b u t  
s t r u g g l e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and made a n  e f f o r t  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  c i t i z e n s  of  Cana- 
d a .  When I e n c o u n t e r  t h i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  
t h e  o p p r e s s e d ,  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  op-. 
p r e s s o r  which I b r i n g  h e r e ,  I f e e l ,  i s  
v a i n .  

As a  p e r s o n  who b e l o n g s  t o  t h c  p o s t -  
war g e n e r a t i o n  of J a p a n ,  a  p a r t  of t h e  "F ree  
World" and a  "coun t ry  of democracy",  t h e y  
may f e e l  I am q u i t e  shame les s  and a u d a c i o u s  
t o  h o l d  such  v i ews .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  Japan 
known by t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  J a p a n e s e  Ca- 
n a d i a n s  was a  m i l i t a r y  J a p a n ,  b u t  t h e y  ended 
up o p p r e s s e d  i n  Canada, a  " c o u n t r y  of De- 
mocracy". I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  
sudden ly  t h e y  f i n d  among t h e m s e l v e s  a  
J a p a n e s e  from "democra t i c  Japan"  and t h e y  
a r e  con fused .  J a p a n e s e  Canad ians  had c u t  
t h e i r  r o o t s  o f f  from Japan .  Al though 
J a p a n e s e  immigran t s  h e r e  h a v e  t h e  same 
a n c e s t o r s  a s  we do ,  I have l e a r n e d  we 
must r e c o g n i z e  them a s  Canad ians .  

Based on t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  I want 
t o  s a y  t h e r e  a r e  many d i f f e r e n t  J a p a n e s e  
i n  J a p a n ,  n o t  o n l y  Hondas and Toyo ta s .  
Here  t o o ,  t h e r e  a r e  many d i f f e r e n t  Japa- 
n e s e  Canad ians ,  some s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  NDP, 
o t h e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  PCs. My hope i s  
t h a t  such  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  r.iho a r e  n o t  
l i n k e d  t o  t h e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l s  o r  p o l i t i -  
c i a n s ,  would j o i n  i n  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  one  
a n o t h e r .  I n  J a p a n  t h e r e  s t i l l  e x i s t  t h o s e  
whom t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  J a p a n e s e  Cana- 
d i a n s  would remember. I would l i k e  them 
t o  s e e  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  J a p a n  t o d a y ,  and 
u n d e r s t a n d  i t .  I m y s e l f ,  t o o ,  would l i k e  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  J a p a n e s e  immigran t s  a s  
Canadians  h e r e  i n  Canada. 
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A COMMODITY I N  A PURE COMPETITIVE MARKET 1 

doh Fong Yee 

LX - . 
P.  *... '-2 My h e a r t  is nego t i a t i ng  w i th  my mind. 

Organic subs tances  
seek  p l ea su re  ' 
& avoid pa in  
-- so  do I .  

, .. 
& A .  Like being chased 

I am proud of i t .  

(which may be t h e  e f f e c t  of s o c i e t y )  
1 ':f2.5.:. 2:;:' but . . . to  be an i nd iv idua l . . .  

' I n  curs ing  l o n e l i n e s s  
i t ' s  be s t  
t o  accept  competit rs, P 

(& thc  I am no t  a  monopoly), 
demand f o r  me i s  h igh  

r ega rd l e s s  of ( t h e )  agreement w i th  
mv f i r s t  t r a d e r  - -  - -~ ~- 

who is  i n  a  f a r  l and .  

..- My f r u s t r a t i o n  
inves ted  

.-:. by my conscious mind 
is  t o  max. t h e  p r o f i t  
i n  a  pure  compet i t ive  market 
I b e n e f i t  from mv c o m ~ e t i t o r s -  

~ s -, 
t o  bear  
t h i s  thanklessness  
is  something I ' m  ' will-ing t o  do. 

I would r a t h e r  be l i eve  

-. .- .... .+@ t h a t  I ' m  unconsciously 9;: .+,.;%. breaking my agreement. 

- HU HUN LEUNG 
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ARS IN CANADA 
ALAN WANG 

S i x  y e a r s  ago ,  l i k e  thousands  of 
o t h e r s  g iven  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  I  came t o  
Canada a s  an  independen t  immigrant .  Not 
r e a l l y  knowing much abou t  t h i s  v a s t  
c o u n t r y  and w i t h o u t  a  f r i e n d  i n  Toron to ,  
I s t a r t e d  my l i f e  a s  a  new Canadian w i t h  
j u s t  a  s m a l l  s a v i n g s ,  no p r i o r  j o b  a r -  

, rangement ,  a  l o t  of  courage  and hope.  
Very few p e o p l e  i n  Hong Kong know 

what l i f e  i s  l i k e  i n  a  w h i t e  man's so- 
c i e t y .  Some might  c o n s i d e r  Hong Kong a  
v e r y  w e s t e r n i z e d  c i t y .  A f t e r  a l l ,  o v e r  
a m i l l i o n  t o u r i s t s  v i s i t  t h e  co lony  e v e r y  
y e a r  and many of  them a r e  w e s t e r n e r s .  
The re  a r e  E n g l i s h  newspaper s ,  two Eng- 
l i s h  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s ,  Hollywood mo- 
v i e s ,  d i s c o s  and most r e s i d e n t s  &aim 
t h e y  have l e a r n e d  E n g l i s h  a t  s c h o o l .  

I used t o  work f o r  a  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  
c o r p o r a t i o n  which tended t o  e s t a b l i s h  
s i m i l a r  p r o c e d u r e s  of o p e r a t i o n s  a l l  o v e r  
t h e  wor ld .  I though t  t h a t  somehow w i t h  
my p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  A s i a ,  I c o u l d  ma- 
nage t o  s t a r t  a  new l i f e  i n  a decen t  way. 
Elaybe I d i d n ' t  have t o  go th rough  t h e  
p r o c e s s  of  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  l e a r n  every-  
t h i n g  a g a i n .  

Most of  my former  c o l l e a g u e s  gave 
gloomy views when t h e y  l e a r n e d  abou t  my 
i n t e n t i o n  t o  come t o  Canada. Would t h e  
w h i t e s  e v e r  a c c e p t  me? Would t h e y  t r e a t  
me a s  an  e q u a l ?  There  a r e  many unre-  
s o l v e d  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  East-West hu- 
man r e l a t i o n s  i s s u e  b u t  t h e  main one is:  
How do we t r e a t  one a n o t h e r ?  

Although Hong Kong Chinese  have  
l e a r n e d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  E n g l i s h  and 
f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  t o  keep t h e i r  economy 
booming and a t t a i n  c l o s e  t o  f u l l  employ- 
ment ,  human r e l a t i o n s  have been mainly  
b u s i n e s s - r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Chinese  t a k i n g  
d i r e c t i o n s  from t h e  f o r e i g n e r s .  There  
e x i s t s  a  l a r g e  d i s c r e p a n c y  i n  income, 
p r e s t i g e ,  power, l i f e s t y l e  and s t a n d a r d  
o f  l i v i n g  between t h e  l o c a l  Chinese  and 
t h e  e x p a t r i a t e s .  

C e n e r a l l y ,  e x p a t r i a t e s  do n o t  so- 
c i a l i z e  w i t h  Ch inese  and few Chinese  have 
w h i t e s  a s  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s .  S o c i a l  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  Ch inese  and t h e  
w h i t e s  t e n d  t o  b e  f o r m a l .  Each group h a s  
i t s  own r o l e  and e a c h  knows'where t h e y  
a r e .  T h i s  h e l p s  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t u s  quo. 

I n  my y e a r s  of working i n  Hong Kong, 
I se ldom saw Chinese  who became c o n f i d e n t  
o r  a s s e r t i v e  enough t o  r e l a t e  t o  w h i t e s  
on an e q u a l  bas i s - - a s  a  pe r son  o r  a s  a  
p a r t n e r .  A Ch inese  i n  a n  a u t h o r i t y  pos i -  
t i o n  w i t h  a  w h i t e  s u p p o r t i n g  s t a f f  was 
a lmos t  n o n e x i s t e n t .  

What my fo rmer  c o l l e a g u e s  meant was: 
How cou ld  I e v e r  g e t  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  a  
w h i t e  man 's  wor ld?  How cou ld  I s u r v i v e  
i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  where even t h e  messenger  
boy would b e  w h i t e ?  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  
answers .  A l l  I knew was t h a t  I wanted t o  
make a  new l i f e  i n  Canada. 

I r e a l i z e d  I c a r r i e d  a  Ch inese  c u l -  
t u r a l  package and p robab ly  t h e  bu rden  of  
h i s to ry - -150  y e a r s  of  u n h e a l t h y  East-West 
h i s t o r y ,  f o r e i g n  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  r a c i s m ,  i n -  
f e r i o r i t y  complexes,  s t r o n g  s u s p i c i o n s  
and f e a r s .  Was e q u a l i t y  p o s s i b l e  i n  Ca- 
nada  o r  would t h e  o l d  p a t t e r n  of  i n e q u a l -  
i t y  and p r e j u d i c e  r e a s s e r t  i t s e l f ?  While  
i t  was t r u e  t h a t  my p r e j u d i c e s  toward 
w h i t e  p e o p l e  i n  g e n e r a l  had l i t t l e  t o  do 
w i t h  Canad ians ,  I wondered i f  I c o u l d  
b r e a k  o f f  from my p a s t  c o n d i t i o n i n g .  

A f t e r  my a r r i v a l ,  I had s t r o n g  
d o u b t s  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  and h o l d i n g  a  j o b  i n  
a  w h i t e  s o c i e t y .  Although I f e l t  v e r y  
l u c k y  t o  b e  i n  Canada, I f e l t  v e r y  s e l f -  
c o n s c i o u s  a s  a n  o u t s i d e r  and was a lmos t  
a p o l o g e t i c  abou t  my p r e s e n c e  i n  t h i s  coun- 
t r y .  The re  was a  communication problem 
and i t  f e l t  l i k e  my E n g l i s h  grammar was 
c o n s t a n t l y  unde r  s c r u t i n y .  S o c i a l l y ,  I 
f e l t  e x t r e m e l y  i s o l a t e d  and had a  s e n s e  o f  
n o t  b e l o n g i n g .  My own p r e j u d i c e ,  s u s p i -  
c i o n  and e t h n i c  s e n s i t i v i t y  k e p t  h a u n t i n g  
me. There  was a  g r e a t  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  be- 
tween myself  and o t h e r  Canadians  a s  i f  i t  
were an  u n b r i d g e a b l e  gap. 

Guidance from o t h e r  Ch inese  immi- 
g r a n t s  who had s u c c e s s f u l l y  b r i d g e d  t h e  
s o c i a l  gap would 've  been welcome b u t  t h e r e  
were no such  h e l p f u l  p e o p l e  i n  s i g h t .  
Elost of  them tended t o  s h a r e  o r  r e i n f o r c e  
my Hong Kong s t y l e  of  p r e j u d i c e - - l a c k  of  
s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e ,  s u s p i c i o n  o f  w h i t e s  and 
f e a r  of  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  I t  was 
t h e  same k i n d  of  East-West p r e j u d i c e  I 
l e a r n e d  when I was f i v e  y e a r s  o l d .  

I supposed t h a t  a s s o c i a t i n g  w i t h  
o n e ' s  own peop le  f o r  s e c u r i t y  and s u p p o r t  



i n  an unsafe ,  u n f r i e n d l y  and e v e n . h o s t i l e  
wbrld was q u i t e  a l l  r i g h t .  However, h i -  
ding under an e t h n i c  s h e l l  i n  s e l f -  
imposed i s o l a t i o n  can l e a d  only t o  so- 
c i a l  cul-de-sacs. 

I then turned t o  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u -  
d e n t s  and gradua tes  f o r  adv ice  on how t o  
s u r v i v e  i n  Canada. It  seemed t o  me t h a t  
a t  u n i v e r s i t y ,  one would be taught  o r  
t r a i n e d  t o  do t h i n g s  i n  a  Canadian way. 
A f t e r  t a l k i n g  wi th  such people,  I got  
t h e  impression t h a t  whi le  many of them 
picked up new technology and vocabulary,  
they were i l l - in formed about East-West 
human r e l a t i o n s .  

Perhaps, I thought ,  t a l k i n g  t o  peo- 
p l e  who s t u d i e d  r a c i a l  problems, con- 
f l i c t s ,  i n e q u a l i t y  and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
would o f f e r  me i n s i g h t s  i n t o  how I could  
f e e l  more a t  home i n  Canada. Genera l ly ,  
because of a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  i n t e r e s t  and 
focus ,  t h e i r  adv ice  was not  h e l p f u l .  My 
i n t e r e s t  was mainly i n  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s  
of East-West human r e l a t i o n s ,  such a s  
f i n d i n g  o u t  how t o  achieve r a c i a l  under- 
s t a n d i n g  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l s  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  
s o c i e t y  i n  a  mutual ly r e s p e c t f u l  and f u l -  . 
f i l l i n g  way. 

It was n o t  t h e i r  focus on d i s c r i m i -  
n a t i o n  t h a t  d i s t u r b e d  me. Actua l ly  I am 
a  very good person t o  t a l k  t o  about  such 
m a t t e r s .  I have a  degree i n  h i s t o r y  from 
t h e  Chinese Univers i ty  of  Hong Kong. I 
have a  good head f o r  f a c t s  and d a t e s ,  e s -  
p e c i a l l y  wi th  regard t o  t h e  Chinese h i s -  
t o r y  of t h e  p a s t  150 y e a r s :  t e  h o s t i l i -  P t y ,  c o n f l i c t s ,  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  conques t s ,  1 
d e f e a t s ,  h u m i l i a t i o n s  and t h e  f e e l i n g s  of  
i n f e r i o r i t y  t h a t  mark two c e n t u r i e s  of 
East-West r e l a t i o n s .  In  f a c t ,  t h e s e  h i s -  
t o r i c a l  f a c t s  o f t e n  haunted me. 

Howevever, i t  i s  my b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  
you l i v e  i n  Canada now, you d o n ' t  have t o  
c o n s t a n t l y  remind y o u r s e l f  of t h e  h i s t o -  
r i c a l  f a c t s  o r  g e t  very  persona l  about 

' 
them. I f  some people,  from time t o  t ime ,  
want t o  go back and d i g  o u t  a  p i e c e  of 
h i s t o r y  ( a  c e r t a i n  war, an unequal t r e a t y  
o r  a  massacre) ,  they  can always come t o  
me. I can hold t h e i r  hand, o f f e r  my sym- 
pathy and s h a r e  t h e i r  i n d i g n a t i o n  and 
sorrow. Playbe t h a t  w i l l  a s s i s t  them i n  
say ing  goodbye t o  t h e  p a s t .  

The f a c t  i s  I am l i v i n g  i n  t h e  pre-  
s e n t .  Between 1976 and 1979 ,my f i r s t  
t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  Canada, I was a s k i n g  peo- 

p l e ,  "Look, t h e r e  must be  a  l o t  of  r a c i a l  
harmony and cooperat ion between t h e  Eas t  
and West i n  Toronto t o  keep 80,000 Chinese 
a l i v e  and well-fed.  There a r e  s o  many 
Chinese going i n t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Some 
went t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  schools .  Some got  
good jobs.  Many seem t o  have a  decen t  
s tandard of l i v i n g ,  d r i v e  a  good c a r  and 
own a  n i c e  house. Some even go o u t  w i t h  

, w h i t e  f r i e n d s .  Could anyone t e l l  me how 
t o  do i t ? "  Tliere must 've been some Chi- 
nese  who were immigrants j u s t  l i k e  me. By 

v i r t u e  of t h e i r  unique s k i l l s  and persona- 
l i t y ,  they  resolved many of  t h e i r  a d j u s t -  
ment problems and a r e  doing w e l l  i n  Cana- 
da.  Unfortunately,  I wasn ' t  a b l e  t o  g e t  
i n  touch with any of t h e s e  Chinese Cana- 
d i a n s .  ' hey  must 've been s o  well-adjusted 
blending i n  wi th  t h e  m a j o r i t y  and en joy ing  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  they  were too  busy 
t o  come back t o  h e l p  t h e  newly a r r i v e d .  

Second genera t ion  Asian Canadians 
would've been another  good source  t o  l e a r n  
from about l i f e  i n  Canada. A t  t h e  time I 
f e l t  too  g r e a t  a  c u l t u r a l  and l i n g u i s t i c  
gap between us and was h e s i t a n t  i n  i n i t i a -  
t i n g  c o n t a c t .  

It seemed t h a t  no m a t t e r  how much I 
ha ted  going through t h e  immigration ad- 
justment per iod  a lone  o r  how much I d i s -  
l i k e d  t h e  p a i n f u l  t r i a l  and e r r o r  approach 
I would have t o  go through it unass i s ted!  
I o f t e n  wondered why t h e r e  were c r e d i t  
counse l l ing ,  c o n s u l t a n t  eng ineers ,  l e g a l  
counse l l ing ;  marr iage c o u n s e l l i n g  but  no 
East-West human r e l a t i o n s  counse l l ing .  

From my own exper ience ,  I could w e l l  
perce ive  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of a  Chinese from 
Hong Kong t r y i n g  t o  communicate w i t h  a  
whi te  person from Toronto. When I f i r s t  
t a l k e d  t o  a  whi te  Canadian, t h e  conversa- 
t i o n  was extremely formal ,  s t r a i n e d ,  awk- 
ward and u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  In  those  days,  
t a l k i n g  wi th  a  whi te  person was comparable 
t o  embarking on a  very  hazardous journey, 
f i l l e d ' w i t h  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  s u s p i c i o n  and 
s e n s i t i v i t y .  White Canadians f e l t  t h e  
same h e s i t a t i o n  when i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  me. 
I n  f a c t ,  I f e l t  t h a t  they  had a  hard  time 
f i g u r i n g  ou t  where I s tood  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
what they  knew about Asians.  

Our a n c e s t o r s  never  t aught  us how t o  
r e l a t e  p o s i t i v e l y  w i t h  Westerners i n  a  
d i g n i f i e d  and a s s e r t i v e  manner. PIany of  
them f e l l  v i c t i m  t o  western aggress ion  and 
i n j u s t i c e .  Many of them simply abdica ted  
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t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  defend and 
s t a n d  up f o r  t hemse lves .  A l l  t h e y  ma- 
naged t o  p a s s  on were  h o r r o r  s t o r i e s ,  
f e a r s  and s t e r n  warn ings  abou t  t h e  Euro- 
pean w h i t e s .  Such messages were  p a s s e d  
on th rough  s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s  and I 
p icked  them up a s  a  c h i l d .  

A l l  of  a  sudden I was l i v i n g  i n  To- 
r o n t o  where v e r y  o f t e n  I had t o  r e l a t e  
f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i t h  a  w h i t e  North  American. 
I d i d  n o t  know how t o  do i t .  Should  I 
c o n t i n u e  t o  s c a r e  myself w i t h  o l d  t a l e s  
from t h e  p a s t  o r  s h o u l d  I g r a s p  my un ique  
o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  Canada t o  esJ.ablish a  new 
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  East-West human r e l a t i o n s  
based  on h e r e  and now r e a l i t i e s ?  

The q u e s t i o n  was n o t  whe the r  r a c i s m  
e x i s t e d  o r  n o t .  I t  e x i s t s  and w i l l  a l -  
ways b e  t h e r e .  The q u e s t i o n  was how t o  
a s s e r t  o u r s e l v e s  i n  s p i t e  of  i t ?  I was an 
immigrant  b u s i l y  working t o  keep my head 
above w a t e r .  Even i f  I were  p r e p a r e d  t o  
g i v e  up o l d  p r e j u d i c e s ,  who was g o i n g  t o  
h e l p  me c r i t i c a l l y  examine t h e  o l d  c u l t u -  
r a l  package I b rough t  a l o n g  from As ia?  

Many o f  t h e  immigrants  who had s p e n t  
more t ime  i n  Toron to  t h a n  I d i d  s t i l l  . 
f e l t  a  wide  gap  between E a s t  and West.  Of 
c o u r s e ,  v e r y  few d i r e c t l y  encoun te red  un- 
p l e a s a n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  w h i t e s .  But 
t h e  t e n s i o n  was t h e r e .  They f e l t  i t  when 
t a l k i n g  t o  a  w h i t e  pol iceman o r  a  s l i n k y  
b londe .  

I n  one way o r  a n o t h e r ,  we a r e  a l l  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  way of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  mean- 
i n g f u l  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  s o c i e t y .  
Wouldn't i t  be  h e l p f u l  i f  someone w r o t e  
two books--one showing how Chinese  cou ld  
r e l a t e  t o  w h i t e  Canadians  and t h e  o t h e r  
showing how w h i t e  Canadians  cou ld  r e l a t e  
t o  Ch inese?  

Coming t o  Canada h a s  t h u s  f a r  been 
ve ry  s t r e s s f u l  f o r  me. I t  h a s  been a  ma- 
j o r  c r i s i s  i n  my l i f e .  The new s i t u a -  
t i o n s ,  c u l t u r a l  shocks  and f e e l i n g s  o f  
b e i n g  uproo ted  have been overwhelming. My 
Asian background d i d  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  pre-  
p a r e  me f o r  l i f e  i n  w e s t e r n  s o c i e t y .  
The re  were no As ian ,mode l s  I cou ld  f o l l o w  
i n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from E a s t  
t o  West smoo the r  and h a p p i e r .  

I t  c o u l d ' v e  been e a s i e r  t o  s a y  t h a t  
I was Ch inese  and r e t a i n e d  my customs.  It 
would 've  been e a s i e r  t o  l e t  t h e  n e x t  gene- 
< r a t i o n  make t h e  advances .  But un fo r tu -  
n a t e l y  ( a s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ) ,  I took  t h e  
o t h e r  r o u t e .  I had o n l y  one l i f e  t o  l i v e .  
R a t h e r  t h a n  d e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  n e x t  genera-  
t i o n  what I p e r c e i v e d  I cou ld  n o t  do now, 
I made e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  a t t e m p t  i t .  At one  
t i m e ,  I though t  t h a t  i f  t h e  w h i t e s  cou ld  ' 
do i t ,  s o  cou ld  I .  I f  t h e  w h i t e s  had i t ,  
s o  s h o u l d  I .  I f  I can make i t  i n  t h i s  ge- 
n e r a t i o n ,  my c h i l d r e n  would have even a  
b e t t e r  chance  o f  succeed ing .  So I made 
t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  become p a r t  of  t h e  E n g l i s h  
s p e a k i n g  wor ld .  

To l e a v e  my own e t h n i c  community and 

y e t  n o t  be  accep ted  by t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
w h i t e  s o c i e t y  was a n  e x t r e m e l y  s t r e s s f u l  
and l o n e l y  s i t u a t i o n .  I had a  tremendous 
a n x i e t y  t o  b e  accep ted  by t h e  w h i t e s  i n t o  
t h e i r  company. J d e l i b e r a t e l y  avoided be- 
coming t o o  invo lved  w i t h  t h e  Ch inese  com- 
munity f o r  f e a r  t h a t  any c l o s e r  l i n k s  
would r e i n f o r c e  my o l d  p r e j u d i c e s  and 
s t e r e o t y p e s .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  immigra t ion  ad- 
ju s tmen t  I sough t  a d v i c e  from w h i t e s  on 
how t o  become a  Chinese  Canadian i n  
Toron to .  How cou ld  I ming le  and iden-  
t i f y  w i t h  w h i t e s ?  How cou ld  I change 
myself f a s t  enough s o  t h a t  
I t o o  c o u l d  e n j o y  t h e  l u x u r y ,  income and 
l i f e s t y l e  of t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Canadians?  
Who cou ld  I l e a r n  from, s o  t h a t  I cou ld  
come o u t  a  winner  i n  t h e  G r e a t  Canadian 
Immigrat ion Game, t h e  Employment Game and 
t h e  D a t i n g  Game? How c o u l d  I a c h i e v e  f a s t  
upward m o b i l i t y  and avo id  t h e  backbreak ing  
minimum wage t r e a d m i l l  r e s e r v e d  f o r  i m m i -  
g r a n t s ?  

I n  f o r c i n g  myself t o  a c c e p t  t h e  w h i t e  
s o c i e t y ' s  p r e v a i l i n g  v a l u e s  and t o  deny my 
Asian c o n d i t i o n i n g ,  I came t o  view many 
Western c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  a s  
admi rab le  and d e s i r a b l e .  I was n o t  o n l y  
making e f f o r t s  t o  Canad ian ize  myself i n  a  ' 
c o s m e t i c  s e n s e  b u t  i n  t h e  comple te  beha- 
v i o r a l  s e n s e .  

I t  i s  v e r y  common f o r  p e o p l e  i n  my 
s i t u a t i o n  t o  deve lop  h o s t i l i t y  towards  



t h e i r  own c u l t u r a l  background. I was 
beginning t o  s e e  o t h e r  Chinese a s  pas- 
s i v e ,  backward and c o n s e r v a t i v e .  I 
must 've somehow i n t e r n a l i z e d  and accepted 
some of  t h e  m a j o r i t y ' s  s t e r e o t y p e s  of 
Chinese i n  Canada. 

A t  one p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  I no l o n g e r  
knew who I was. I behaved t h e  way o t h e r s  
expected me t o  behave s i n c e  I had no 
f a i t h  i n  my own s t a n d a r d s  and l i t t l e  re-  
gard f o r  myself.  The s t r o n g  p r e s s u r e  t o  
conform twis ted  me t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  say ing  
"What do you want t o  s e e  i n  me? I w i l l  
s t r a i n  myself t o  produce i t  f o r  you." 
The p r e s s u r e  was r e l e n t l e s s  and un id i rec-  
t i o n a l .  There was a  p a i n f u l  l a c k  of con- 
t i n u i t y  between l i f e  i n  Asia and my sup- 
posedly new . l i f e  i n  Toronto. There were 
g r e a t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  between what I 
thought  I ought t o  do o r  f e e l  and how I 
a c t u a l l y  f e l t .  

A f t e r  a  few y e a r s  of c o n s t a n t  pres-  
s u r e  t o  a d a p t ,  I began t o  wonder he7 
much I had r e a l l y  Anglicized myself .  
Were t h e  changes r e a l  o r  on ly  cosmetic? 
Canadian f r i e n d s  o f t e n  asked me, "Why d i d  
you want t o  change y o u r s e l f ?  Why would 
you l i k e  t o  g ive  up your a c c e n t ?  To me, 
accen t  adds f l a v o r  and p e r s o n a l i t y . ' '  I 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  I thought t h a t  r a p i d  change 
was t h e  only way t o  advance i n  t h i s  so- 
c i e t y .  Many of my f r i e n d s  adv ised  me 
t h a t  when whi te  Canadians look a t  Chinese 
Canadians, they say  t o  themselves,  "They 
a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  Let them be d i f f e r e n t .  
Let  them be Chinese. " 

I have come t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  
no need t o  f o r c e  onese l f  t o  be  whi te .  
There ' s  no need t o  be 100% wes te rn ized  o r  
t o  compare myself wi th  anyone because '  
most Canadians do n o t  p e r c e i v e  t h a t  kind 
of compet i t ion .  

I am beginning t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  I am 
a  product  of t h e  p a s t ,  w i t h  those  many 
y e a r s  spen t  i n  Asia. I have t o  r e l a t e  t o  
and accep t  t h a t  Chinese c u l t u r a l  p a r t  of  
me b e f o r e  I. can r e a l l y  f e e l  happy. I f  
n o t ,  then even having t h e  s k i l l s  t o  c r o s s  
t h e  r a c i a l - c u l t u r a l  b a r r i e r  would no t  
he lp .  I would never  have t h e  confidence 
t o  be  myself.  I c a n ' t  look down on t h e  
p a s t  h e r i t a g e  which has  shaped me i n t o  
what I am today. 

In f a c t ,  I r e a l i z e d  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  
of ask ing  o t h e r s  t o  drop t h e i r  r a c i s t  a t -  
t i t u d e s  toward me when we r e j e c t  our  own 
background because of o u r  own r a c i a l  
b i a s e s .  There a r e  no s u p e r i o r  o r  i n f e r i o r  
c u l t u r e s ,  on ly  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s .  I can- 
no t  f u l l y  reach ou t  t o  a c c e p t  o t h e r s  u n t i l  
I have reached i n  and accep ted  myself.  On- 
l y  I can give me t h e  f u l l  acceptance I 
need. I would have more peace of mind i f  
i n s t e a d  of f i g h t i n g  t h e  way I am, I ac- 
cep ted  myself.  The more I a c c e p t  myself 
wi th  my weaknesses and d i sadvantages ,  t h e  
b e t t e r  I w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  f u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
e x t e r n a l  s t r e s s .  It would be q u i t e  an in -  
t e r e s t i n g  l i f e  i n  Toronto i f  I allowed my 

r e a l  s e l f - - t h e  Chinese man i n s i d e  t h e  Ca- 
nad ian ized  me--to be h i g h l y  v i s i b l e .  

A f t e r  s i x  y e a r s  i n  Toronto,  I f e e l  
comfortable  i n  r e t a i n i n g  my i d e n t i t y .  I 
have a  r i g h t  t o  d i f f e r  from thebmajor i ty .  
Why should I have t o  e l i m i n a t e  my c u l t u r a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s ?  A s  t o  t h e  Chinese comniunity , 
I now r e a l i z e  many of them want t o  be who 
and where they  a r e .  There ' s  no th ing  wrong 
i n  s u p p o r t i n g  an e t h n i c  community wi th  i t s  
own c u l t u r a l  l i f e  where people can f u l f i l  
t h e i r  needs  i n  a r t ,  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u s i n e s s ,  
r e l i g i o n  and r e c r e a t i o n  i n  t h e  language 
they p r e f e r .  

Thus f a r  I have emphasized acceptance 
of  and r e s p e c t  f o r  our  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r -  
ences.  Ply c u r r e n t  thoughts ,  however, fo- 
cus on s i m i l a r i t i e s ,  mutual t r u s t  and res -  
p e c t  and en joy ing  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a s  Asian 
Canadians. 

I am very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  how 
o t h e r  Asian Canadians d e a l  wi th  i s s u e s  i n  
Canadian l i f e .  For example, how do they 
play t h e  Asianadian vers ion  of t h e  Employ- 
ment Game, t h e  Underemployment Game and 
t h e  Dating Game? I would cons ider  myself 
very competent i n  t h e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  d i s -  
c r i m i n a t i o n  and s e l f - r e j e c t i o n  games. I f  
o t h e r s  have acqui red  s k i l l s  and a r e  suc- 
c e s s f u l  i n  p lay ing  o t h e r  ''games", then  per-  
haps we could s e t  up our  own l i t t l e  Asiana- 
d ian  S k i l l s  .Exchange t o  s h a r e  our  exper t -  
i s e  and t o  e n r i c h  our l i v e s .  

Jo b e a n  ? I1nde.h- EmpPo yed? 

J o i n  EmpPoyment S d d - S u p p o h t  Ghoup! 

You 'he quaLLdied buR c a n ' t  d i n d  a d l L i t a b . 4 ~  
j o b ,  oh unde..temployed. You 've  a n s w a e d  a h ,  
knocked o n  d o o m ,  head deL6-heLp books, .  . . 
But  4 a 5 U  y o u t  d e m c h  .in g e h 5 n g  nowhem. 
C o ~ i d c t  o m  team apptoach i n  d e d i n g  w i t h  
t o d a y ' d  j o b  m m k e t .  

Out ghoup conc5is;tn ol; dngei  and As ian  Cana- 
diau ~ e n . t R y  i n  b d w e e n  job4 oh c o n s i d t h i n g -  
c m e e n  changed. We meet e v m q  Sunday a t  a 
downtown Tohonto & o c a t i o n .  We'he dhee 0 6  
chwige.  Membem v o l u n t e m  -to h e l p  and dup- 
poh t  one a n o t h m  i n :  

- c a h e m  g o d 4  and in tehen; tn  
- &unck ing j o b  d e m c h  daXa.tcgien 
- p o f i k i n g  phcdenta,tiun A L E & ,  henume4 
- phovict ing Peach and new a p p h o a c h ~ ~  

[ l e ' h c  l e d  by a chahtehed accounXixnt who 
head 0 6  a human henoutces dcp-ent oh 
a n  a c c o u n t i n g  d i m .  Foh duhthen. i n d o t -  
ma.tion, call Atan  aR (4161-242-3429 
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THE INDIA MAHILA 
ASSOCIATlON, 
Prabha khosla 

Ever  s i n c e  t h e r e  h a s  been c o n t a c t  
between Na t ive  I n d i a n s  and Europeans ,  
immigran t s  have been a , f e a t u r e  o f  Canadian 
s o c i e t y .  Once we a r r i v e d  most o f  u s  had t o  
work t w i c e  a s  h a r d  a s  b e f o r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
a  home i n  Canada. 

As u s u a l  women had t o  do a l o t  of  
, t h a t  work, and t h i s  i n c l u d e d  much more 

t h a n  o u r  r o l e  as c r e a t e r s  and s u s t a i n e r s  
o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  

Today t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  i n  
some ways: t r y i n g  t o  make a  l i v i n g ,  t o  
a d a p t  t o  a  new s o c i e t y  and s o  on .  But 
f o r  t h o s e  of  u s  who a r e  v i s i b l e  immigrants  
t h i s  a l r e a d y  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i s  
f u r t h e r  compounded by r ac i sm.  As women, 
we have a lwayg had t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
r a c i s m  a s  w e l l .  

Many o f  us have l i v e d  th rough  y e a r s  o f  
p a i n ,  i s o l a t i o n  and h u m i l i a t i o n  w i t h  
minimal  o r  no hope O F  change.  Some of  
u s  have spoken o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  sexism 
o f  o u r  communi t ies  and t h e  rac ism o i  
t h e  l a r g e r  Canad ian  s o c i e t y  from t h e  
t ime  we s e t  f o o t  h e r e .  

The I n d i a  Mah i l a  A s s o c i a t i o n  
(IMA) o f  Vancouver,  B.C. i s  one  such  
g roup  o f  women. We a r e  women o f  I n d i a n  
o r i g i n  from P a k i s t a n ,  Bangladesh,  
E a s t  A i r i c a ,  F i j i ,  Europe and I n d i a .  
Ours  i s  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  g randmothe r s ,  
m o t h e r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  d a u g h t e r s  and wives .  
We a r e  m a r r i e d ,  s i n g l e ,  s e p a r a t e d ,  
d i v o r c e d  and widowed women of  a l l  a g e s .  

What i n i t i a l l y  b rough t  us  to-  
g e t h e r  was t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  
was no organized v o i c e  f o r  women i n  t h e  
I n d i a n  community: t h a t  c u l t u r a l ,  r e l i g -  
i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  com- 
muni ty  were  male  dominated and mon- 
o p o l i z e d .  I f  t h i s  were t h e  s t a t e  of 
a f f a i r s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o ~ m v n i t y ,  i t  meant 
t h a t  I n d i a n  women would neve r  be  i n  a  
p o s i t i o n  t o  a c t  a s  s p o k e s p e r s o n s  o r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  community t o  
t h e  r e s t  o f  Canadian s o c i e t y .  

T h i s  was 1973. Meet ings  and d i s -  
c u s s i o n s  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  
o f  t h e  Inda  Mah i l a  A s s o c i a t i o n .  From t h e  
b e g i n n i n g ,  o u r  f o c u s  h a s  been o u r  s i t u a t i o n  
a s  women i n  o u r  commynity. We, o f  c o u r s e ,  
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cou ld  n o t  s o l e l y  a d d r e s s  (l ie sexis111 ~ i t h i n  
t h e  I n d i a n  community--not when w e  a l e  a 
v i s i b l e  m i n o r i t y  i n  a n o t h e r  more dorn- 
i n a n t  and o f t e n  r a c i s t  c u l t u r e .  N a t u r a l l y ,  
we began t o  work w i t h  o t h e r  g roups ,  a s  
bo th  I n d i a n s  and a s  women. 

Our f i r s t  p u b l i c  a c t i o n  was v e r y  
much a  r e f l e c t i o n  o i  t h i s  complex 
s i t u a t i o n .  We s t a r t e d  an I n d i a n  g i r l s '  
dance group.  Over t h e  y e a r s ,  they pe r -  
formed a t  I n d i a n  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  a s  w e l l  
a s  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  and m u l t i l i n g u a l  
e v e n t s  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  v i s i b l e  
and e t l m i c  m i n o r i t i e s .  We he lped  s e t  up 
P u n j a b i  c l a s s e s  f o r  o u r  young c h i l d r e n  
i n  community s c h o o l s ,  and p rov ided  
neighbourhood c e n t r e s  and m a t e r i a l s  and 
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  " I n d i a  Days''. 

The group grew i n  numbers and s p e n t  
much t ime i n  e m o t i o n a l  and moral  s u p p o r t  
o f  e a c h  o t h e r  and o t h e r  women i n  t h e  
community. The m e e t i n g s  were a  p l a c e  t o  
meet o t h e r  women who were  a l s o  t i r e d  
of  b e i n g  r e l e g a t e d  t o  second p l a c e ,  and 
of  s e r v i c i n g  t h e  o t h e r  g roups  t h e y  belong-  
ed t o .  There  was nu r e c o g n i t i o n  of  work 
done and n o t  much chance  o f  e v e r  g i v i n g  
p o l i t i c a l  i n p u t  o r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e s e  
same groups .  The 1blA a l s o  gave u s  a  p l a c e  
t o  v e n t  o u r  a n g e r  a t  t h e  customs of  dowry, 
e a r l y  m a r r i a g e ,  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  ed- 
u c a t i o n ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on o u r  movemen ts and 
sometimes a l s o  a r r a n g e d  m a r r i a g e s .  A t  

t h e  same t i m e  w e  could  commisera te  abou t  
o u r  b o r i n g ,  demanding, low pay ing  j o b s .  
About l anguage  problems t h a t  p r e v e n t e d  us  
from g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  work, and h a v i n g  t o  
c a r r y  t h e  e n t i r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  f a n i l y  
and d o m e s t i c  work w i t h  a lmos t  no s u p p o r t  
from husbands .  However, much of  t h e  r e a l  
e m o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  came from o u t s i d e  t h e  
m e e t i n g s .  The mee t ings  p rov ided  a  forum 
f o r  s o l i d a r i t y  and s i s t e r h o o d .  The com- 
mitment was e x a c t e d  from t h e  members a f -  
t e r  t h e  mee t ings .  

Spending a s  much t ime a s  we d i d  on 
p e r s o n a l  problems l e d  u s  t o  deve lop  i n t e r n a l  
e d u c a t i o n a l  programmes. We had s p e a k e r s ,  
a u d i o v i s u a l s  and d i s c u s s i o n s  on h e a l t h ,  
r a p e ,  worke r s '  r i g h t s ,  human r i g h t s ,  l e g a l  
r i g h t s  o r  w i v e s ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s  

- and s o  on. 
s i n c e  none of  u s  r e a l l y  had p o s t -  

s econdary  e d u c a t i o n  i n  e i t h e r  o u r  c o u n t r i e s  
of  b i r t h  o r  i n  Canada we were  l i m i t e d  i n  o u r  
knowledge and u t i l i z a t i o n  of  e x i s t i n g  s e r v i c e s .  
T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  ment ion t h e  f a c t  t h a t  app- 
r o a c h i n g  a g e n c i e s  t o  h e l p  r e s o l v e  domes t i c  
problems i s  a n  a l i e n  concep t  i n  i t s e l f  f o r  
most I n d i a n  women. 

As t h e  y e a r s  went by; many women came 
and went w h i l e  o t h e r s  have wea the red  t h e  n i n e  
y e a r s  ahd m i r a c u l o u s l y  a r e  s t i l l  s h a r i n g  
and l e a r n i n g  w i t h  IMA. The g roups  h a s  changed 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  Much o f  t h e  
change is a  d i r e c t  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  how o u r  
s i t u a t i o n  h a s  changed i n  Canada, sometimes 
f o r  t h e  worse .  Not a l l  of  u s  have been 
a b l e  t o  a d a p t  t o  a l l  t h e  changes  r e q u i r e d  t o  
s u r v i v e  i n  a n o t h e r  wor ld .  Some of  u s  a r e  
s t i l l  c a r r y i n g  t h e  wounds of  t h i s  b a t t l e .  

Even s o ,  we have con t inued  and t h e  IMA 
is t o d a y  a f o r c e  t h a t  cannot  be  i g n o r e d .  
S i n c e  1980,  we have beome much more p u b l i c  
and v o c a l .  I n  J a n u a r y  1981,  we began pub- 
l i s h i n g  a r ~ i c l e s  i n  a  r e g u l a r  cclumn i n  two 
l o c a l  p a p e r s ,  The L ink  i n  E n g l i s h  and The  
I n d o - r a m d i a n  Timen i n  P u n j a b i .  TJe have 
worked w i t h  t h e  Women's L i b e r a t i o n  
Movement a s  w e l l  a s  I n d i a n  g roups  on i s s u e s  
o f  common conce rn .  The i s s u e s  have ranged from 
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t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's 
Day t o  a n  I n d i a n  t a x i  d r i v e r s '  s t r i k e  o v e r  
r ac i sm.  We have h e l d  l a r g e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  
on t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  of  women i n  i t s  myriad 
forms and s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  
v i o l e n c e  a g i n s t  women. . 

Vio lence  a g i n s t  women i s  a  c o n s t a n t  
f e a t u r e  of  e v e r y  s o c i e t y  th roughou t  t h e  wor ld .  
Be i t  p o v e r t y ,  working c o n d i t o n s ,  r s p e ,  
i n c e s t ,  w i f e  abuse  o r  murder ,  i t  h a s  been  
a  p r i c e  we have  had t o  pay a s  women i n  t h e  wor ld .  
We d e c i d e d  t o  f o c u s  on t h i s  i s s u e  b e c a u s e  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  had gone beyond t h e  i n t o l e r a b l e .  

Thus t h e  I n d i a  Plahi la  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  
t h e  fo rma t ion  of  a  c o a l i t i o n :  SAMAAMTA ( E q u a l i t y )  
t o  combat v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women. SAMAAMTA 
was founded on J a n u a r y  31, 1982. Its aims a r e  t o  
a i d  v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e  and t o  deve lop  a c t i o n s  
t o  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women. 

The I n d i a  Mah i l a  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
a s  l o n g  a s  i t  s t i l l  f u l f i l l s  t h e  n e e d s  of  t h e  women 
i n  t h e  Community. I n  t h e  meantime, i t  h a s  been 
a  s o u r c e  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  and s t r e n g t h  f o r  many 
of  us  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  o u r  s t r u g g l e  a s  I n d i a n  women 
i n  Canada. ' (The I n d i a  Mahi la  Assoc ia ton  can  b e .  
c o n t a c t e d  a t :  P.O. Box 67714, , S t a t i o n  "O", 
Vancouver,  B.C. V5W 3V2) 

Vu&. 4 ,  Nu. 2 - 



An t h e  cL@eotoh 0 6  one 06  Canada!~ rnajoh 
b r rokmge  6 h n ,  P426 idd  Mackay Ronb L td . ,  
Ma. Leon Tuey h a  penuk- ted  t h e  i n u h i b l e  
c o l o m  b h e h  i n t o  an ahea pheuiounly 
blocked t o  A n i a ~ .  Bohn i n  China, he h- 
mighated t o  Canada i n  1949 at t h e  age 06  12. 
1n a rremahkabLy nhoht pehiod he n c d e d  t h e  
cohpohate laddeh t o  become t h e  uzation'n 

' l e a d i n g  n toch  manke;t 6orrecaterr,  1n an  
i n t e h u i w  l u i t h  THE ASIANADIAN, Mrr. Tuey 
h c u n b e d  kin own pkieohophy and phoponed 
kin ueJthion 0 6  how an a h n i c  m inoh i t y  can 
6 2  i n t o  t h e  Canadidn U e .  

ASIANADIAN: S ince  P i t f i e l d  Mackay Ross h a s  
' d i r e c t  connec t ions  t o  Michael P i t f i e l d ,  

Canada's t o p  c i v i l  s e r v a n t ,  i t  t h e r e f o r e  
p l a y s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  of 
t h e  economy. What, then ,  a r e  your respon- 
s i b i l i t i e s  a s .  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  f i r m ?  

- 

TUEY: P a r t  of my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  f o r e -  
c a s t  t h e  U.S. and Canadian s t o c k  market 
t r e n d ,  i d e n t i f y  which i n d u s t r y  groups a r e  
s t r o n g  o r  weak and recommend s p e c i f i c  s t o c k s  
f o r  our  s a l e s  people who meet wi th  v a r i o u s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Every Monday I send o u t  a  
r e p o r t  t o  our o f f i c e s  i n  Geneva, London 
and New York, d e t a i l i n g  my views of t h e  
U.S. market.  

ASIANADIAN: How l o n g  have you been involved 
i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

TUEY: I ' v e  on ly  been i n  it f o r  1 3  y e a r s .  

ASIANADIAN: T h a t ' s  n o t  a  long  t ime.  Your 
r i s e  seems t o  be  very  much one of a  
p r o v e r b i a l  "from r a g s  t o  r i c h e s "  s t o r y .  
could you t e l l  u s  about your background? 

TUEY: I was t h e  youngest c h i l d  i n  our  
f a m i l y ,  s o  my f a t h e r  s e n t  f o r  me t o  s t a y  
wi th  him i n  Vancouver. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  h e  

. was a  cook f o r  a  weal thy fami ly .  I n  
e a r l i e r  y e a r s  he had worked f o r  S i r  
Charles  Tupper. When I f i r s t  a r r i v e d ,  I 
had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  Chinese elementary'  s c h o o l ,  
grade s i x .  I couldn ' t  speak a  workd of  
Engl i sh ,  s o ' t h e y  pu t  me I n  t h e  4 t h  grade.  
I went t o  King Edward High School ,  then  
t o  U.R .C .  and rece ived  my B.A. i n  1964 
wi th  a  double major i n  f i n e  a r t s  and edu- 
c a t i o n .  I taught  h igh  school  f o r  f i v e  and 
a  h a l f  y e a r s  a t  John Ol iver  High School. 

I n  1970; I res igned  and jo ined  N e s b i t t  
Thomson S e c u r i t i e s  Limited of Montreal.  
I was a  s t o c k  market a n a l y s t .  I n  my t h i r d  
year  wi th  them t h e y  made me v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  
and i n  t h e  f i f t h  y e a r  I became d i r e c t o r .  
I n  May of 1975 I r e s i g n e d  my p o s t  w i t h  
Nesb i t t  Thomson and jo ined  P i t f i e l d  Mackay 
Ross where I am today.  

ASIANADIAN: Why d i d  you move from t h e  
realm of a r t  t o  t h e  one of s t o c k s ?  The 
two seem s o  incongruous.  

TUEY: Well,  my f a t h e r  died two and a  h a l f  
y e a r s  a f t e r  I g o t  here .  He l e f t  me w i t h  

only $350. To suppor t  myself--we had no 
r e l a t i v e s  h e r e  and h i s  f r i e n d s  had d i sap-  
peared--I worked a s  a  l i v e - i n  houseboy f o r  
d i f f e r e n t  f a m i l i e s ,  making $20 a  month. 
One of t h e  people I worked f o r  was Lawren 
H a r r i s  of t h e  Group of Seven p a i n t e r s .  I 
s tayed  w i t h  t h e a f a m i l y  f o r  a  year  and 
t h a t ' s  when I became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r t .  
A f t e r  I graduated from U.B.C. I began 
teaching.  I n  1967 I e n t e r e d  a  n a t i o n a l  
a r t  compet i t ion  i n  p r i n t  making. I had 
submit ted. two p r i n t s  f o r  e x h i b i t i o n .  One 
lion f i r s t  p r i z e  ... i t 1  opened i n  t h e  
Nat iona l  G a l l e r y  i n  Ottawa where i t  hung 
f o r  s i x  months b e f o r e  going on a  Canada- 
wide t o u r .  I a l s o  rece ived  f i r s t  p r i z e  i n  
t h e  B.C. Teachers '  F e d e r a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  a r t  
exhSbit ion.  I had s t a r t e d  anM.A. program 
i n  F ine  A r t s  i n  Washington s t a t e ,  b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  complete i t  because I went i n t o  t h e  
s t o c k  b u s i n e s s  i n s t e a d .  
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ASIANADIAN: What was the attraction? 

TUEY: It is absolutely fascinating ...y outre 
dealing with the biggest mind game. I still 
miss my art, but as far as intellectual 
challenge is concerned, I don't think any- 
thing else can beat the stock business. 
I had studied a lot of psychology courses at 
university, in addition to fine arts and 
education. In 1962 I met my wife's uncle 
who was a broker in the U.S. He started 
talking to me about the stock market, charts 
and so on. I found it to be very psycholo- 
gical. In this business you have to like 
people: You have to know how to handle 
people. In the course of a day you're 
dealing with a long range of characters 
from super nice to absolute idiots, from 
intellectual morons to the intellectually , 
superb. Because there was virtually no 

does npt mean to say that there are not many 
forecasters or investment experts. Years 
ago, in this business, if you were Chinese, 
Jewish, whatever, you didn't have a chance of 
getting into th?s business. It was very 
established--you had to have a WASP back- 
ground. One had to have connections. For a 
person like myself, from such a humble back- 
ground, to get into this area was absolutely 
unthinkable. Plus, there are just not that 
many people who are interested in this speci- 
fic area. It's very high pressure and demand- 
ing work. 

ASIANADIAN: As the single Asian amid an 
established Canadian elite, have you ever 
encountered discrimination? 

TUEY: There is still some discrimination, 
but very little...at least it's not overt. 
The racial aspect no longer bothers people. 
When I first came over I didn't have much 
self-confidence and I used to get upset by 
racial slurs. As one gets older you become 
more philosophical. What does it mean now? 
If someone came up to me and called me a 

information about this area I had to do some 'Chinaman', I'd just look at him--it's no 

research on my own. I went to the Vancouver loss to me. The problem is his, not mine. 

Public Library and hauled out all the books, I think too many minority groups tend to get 

magazines, newspapers and journals I could uptight about their racial origins. They are 

find on charting, or what we call 'technical overly sensitive. There is something impor- 

analysis'. In 1969 I reassessed my position tant to remember, it doesn't matter what 

as a teacher and edcided it was time to . race you are--whatever you do, you must 

move on to other things. I wanted to be an strive for excellence. That will give you 

artist, but teaching left me with so little lasting satisfaction. It doesn't matter 
time. I replied to an ad I saw in a national what your ethnic background is, once you 
financial paper looking for someone to fore- become an expert in your area of endeavor, 
cast the stock market based on interpretation and you excel in it, there will be a demand 
of chart patterns. I applied and, to my sur- for your k~owledge and skill. People with 
prise, I was hired. millions of dollars come to ask me for 

advice--they don't care if I'm Chinese. 
ASIANADIAN: Yet, does society really allow 

ASIANADIAN: Are there other Asians in your people from other 'ethnic' groups to climb 
field? the social and economic ladder? Many are 

really not given the opportunity. 
TUEY: In my particular area I'm the only 
Asian in Canada involved specifically in TUEY: I think it's a matter of attitudes. 
forecasting the market. There are, however, Take my case for example. Shortly after I 
a number of Asians in the investment area. This arrived, my father died. I was totally on 
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my own...when I f i n i s h e d  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  I on ly  s t u d i e s ,  l o o k i n g  toward t h e  f u t u r e .  Then, 
had 35C i n  my pocke t .  S t i l l ,  I managed t o  when you g e t  your  f i r s t  j o b  you f i n d  

g e t  th rough  u n i v e r s i t y  and e s t a b l i s h  myself 
a s  an  a r t i s t .  Yes, i t  used t o  be d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  m i n o r i t y  g roups  t o  e n t e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
world  ..... o r  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  But 
i f  you have t h e  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  and d r i v e  
i n  your  p u r s u i t s ,  a s  I ' v e  s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  i t  
w i l l  g e t  you a  long way. Your p e r s o n a l i t y  
and m e n t a l  a t t i t u d e  a l s o  have a  l o t  t o  do 
w i t h  i t .  When y o u ' r e  a t  t h e  t o p ,  and you 
have t h a t  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e ,  i t  t r a n s c e n d s  
c o l o u r  and r a c e .  That  w i l l  g e t  you much 
f u r t h e r  t h a n  e i t h e r  w e a l t h  o r  a  t i t l e .  

ASIANADIAN: Would you c o n s i d e r  y o u r s e l f  a  
s u c c e s s ?  

TUEY: What i s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of s u c c e s s ?  To 
some p e o p l e ,  s u c c e s s  i s  owning a  c a s t l e ,  t o  
o t h e r s  i t ' s  power. I guess  ' s u c c e s s '  i n  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  my c o l l e a g u e s  and c l i e n t s  c o n s i d e r  
me t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i s  a  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  
me.. . .  
ASIANADIAN: By your  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e n ,  how 
do you p e r c e i v e  y o u r s e l f ?  
TUEY: I suppose I ' m  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  be ing  
' s u c c e s s f u l ' .  To me, s u c c e s s  is  coming t o  
terms w i t h  y o u r s e l f  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  what 
i t  i s  y o u ' r e  do ing  and t h i s  i s  where you 
want t o  b e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime  i n  your  
l i f e .  ' But l i f e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  chang ing .  
I n  u n i v e r s i t y  y o u ' r e  r,lound up i n  your 

you change a g a i n - - g e t t i n g  away from t h e  
academic l i f e  i n t o  t h e  r e a l  wor ld  where 

. y o u ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  and t h e  economics 
of making a  l i v i n g .  Then, a s  you work, 
you s t a r t  t o  t h i n k  abou t  your  c a r e e r  ... what 
i s  beyond t h e  c a r e e r  s t a g e .  What a r e  your  
a m b i t i o n s ,  d e s i r e s ? . . . O n c e  you g e t  where 
you want t o ,  your t h o u g h t s  yi.11 
change again--  i t ' s  a  n a t u r a l  e v o l u t i o n .  

My ph i losophy  h a s  he lped  mt: immensely ... I 
c a n ' t  emphasize  enough t h e  impor tance ,o f  
s t r i v i n g  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e .  You must t h i n k  
v e r y ,  v e r y  p o s i t i v e l y .  Peop le  t end  t o  com- 
p l a i n  abou t  t h i n g s - - l i f e  i s  n e v e r  p e r f e c t .  
You c a n  a lways p i c k  a t  t h i n g s ,  b u t  t h e  

,p rob lem w i t h  t h a t  k ind  of a t t i t u d e  is  
where doe6 i t  g e t  you? I won' t  t a k e  you 
f rom one  p o i n t  t o  a n o t h e r .  When you 
t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  way, however,  p o s i t i v e l y ,  
i t ' s  c o n s t r u c t i v e .  Even i f  you a r e  
born poor ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l l  k i n d s  of oppor- 
t u n i t i e s  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  you t o  e x p l o r e .  
Don ' t  l e t  f a i l u r e  d e t e r  you. One d o e s n ' t  
a lways f i n d  s u c c e s s  i n  e v e r y  f i e l d  you 
s t r i v e  i n ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  o t h e r  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o u t  t h e r e .  When y o u ' r e  t h e  
b e s t ,  money becomes secondary .  As long  a s  
you d o n ' t  have  mass ive  a a t e r i a l  n e e d s ,  
how much money do  you need 20 l i v e  on?  
Those peop le  who have a  tremendous d e s i r e  
f o r  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  d o n ' t  know where t h e y ' r e  
go ing .  



Dorothy B l a i r  Shimer ( e d . )  R I C E  BOWL Apar t  f romt  t h e  above-mentioned 
WOMEN: Whitingn Ry and AboLLt t h e  Uomen 0 4  f e a t u r e s ,  I found Sh imer ' s  book d i s -  
Ckina and Japan. Scarborough ,  O n t a r i o  : a p p o i n t i n g .  She t a l k s  abou t  t h e  impor- 
New American L i b r a r y  I n c . ,  1982,  pp. x  + t a n c e  of  r e l i g i o n ,  "ying-yang", and 
390. L i s t e d  p r i c e :  $3.95 (pape rback)  " r i c e  c u l t u r e "  on t h e  l i f e  o f  Ch inese  

women i n  h e r  "P re face"  and " In t roduc t ion" .  
As t h e  s u b t i t l e  o f  t h i s  book i n d i -  A f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  book, I s t i l l  c a n n o t  

c a t e s ,  i t  is  a n  a n t h o l o g y  o f  w r i t i n g s  by s e e  t h e i r  c o n n e c t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
and a b o u t  women i n  China  and Japan .  Half  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  (Yuan C h i a o ' s  "Red 
of t h i s  book d e a l s  w i t h  Ch inese  women, t h e  Thread Maiden") where  t h e  a u t h o r  des-  
o t h e r  h a l f  w i t h  J a p a n e s e  women. T h i s  r e -  , s c r i b e d  r e i n c a r n a t i o n .  
v iew i s  o n l y  concerned w i t h  t h e  former .  The t i t l e  of  t h e  book ("Rice Bowl 

F i r s t  of a l l ,  we have  t o  r e c o g n i z e  Women") i s  d e c e p t i v e  b e c a u s e  i t  g i v e s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n o t  many o r i g i n a l  documents t h e  r e a d e r s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  Ch inese  
on Ch inese  women ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w r i t t e n  women a r e  a l l  t h e  same i r r e s p e c t i v e  of  
by women themse lves )  were  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  t h e i r  c l a s s  and r e g i o n a l  backgrounds .  
E n g l i s h  l anguage .  It i s  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  To p u t  i t  m i l d l y ,  such  a  p o s i t i o n  is  q u i t e  
t h a t  Shimer h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  mos t ,  f o r  s h e  n a i v e .  The e x p e r i e n c e  of  a  g e n t r y  woman 
h a s  p u t  some of  t h e  t r a n s l a t e d  works i n t o  was v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h a t  of  a  p e a s a n t  
one book. However, one  must n o t e  t h a t  s h e  woman. T h i s  may b e  s e e n  when we compare 
h a s  n o t  t r a n s l a t e d  any of  t h e  works on - t h e  women i n  t h e  "Red Thread Maiden" and 
Ch inese  women i n  h e r  book. "The Lady Who Was A  Beggar" o r  "The Chi ld-  

The book a l s o  p r o v i d e s  i n s i g h t s  (how- Br ide" .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  anyone who under- 
e v e r  s p a r i n g  t h e y  a r e )  on t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  s t a n d s  China  s h o u l d  b e  aware  of  t h e  t r e -  
of women. T h i s  i s  l a r g e l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  menduous y a r i a t i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s ,  
s t o r i e s  quo ted  i n  t h e  "Modern Pe r iod1 ' .  We and how t h e y  a f f e c t  t h e  s t a t u s  of  women. 
may l e a r n  from t h e s e  modern s t o r i e s  t h e  I n  g e n e r a l ,  women i n  t h e  s o u t h  were  
i s o l a t i o n  o f  p r e g n a n t  women (Pa C h i n ' s  "The u s u a l l y  engaged i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  work, 
Curse  of  t h e  Blood-Glow"); t h e  p a i n  of  w h i l e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  were  n o t .  
f o o t b i n d i n g ,  e a r - p i e r c i n g ,  and a r r a n g e d  Shimer c l a i m s  t h a t  s h e  h a s  t a u g h t  
m a r r i a g e  (Hsieh P i n g y i n g ' s  " G i r l  Rebel") ; " O r i e n t a l  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  Depar tment  o f  
t h e  t o r t u r e  o f  a  c h i l d - b r i d e  (Hs iao  Hung's E n g l i s h  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Hawai i ,  and 
"The Ch i ld -Br ide" ) ;  t h e  s l a e  of  a  w i f e  h a s  had  wide e x p e r i e n c e  b o t h  t r a v e l l i n g  
(Jou S h i ' s  " S l a v e ' s  mother") ;  and t h e  hu- and s o j o u r n i n g  . in  t h e  Or ien t " ,  un fo r tuna -  
m i l i a t i o n  o f  a  w i f e  d i s c a r d e d  by  h e r  husband t e l y  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  show i n  h e r  work. I 
( P a i  Hsien-yung ' s "The E l d e r  M r s .  King") . a g r e e  w i t h  Shimer when s h e  s a i d  i n  h e r  

Again ,  o n l y  i n  t h e  "Modern Pe r iod" ,  P r e f a c e  t h a t  " t h i s  a n t h o l o g y  is  n o t  i n -  
S h i m e r ' s  s t o r i e s  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  t e n d e d  a s  a  work of s c h o l a r s h i p . "  
o f  Ch inese  women a g a i n s t  s o c i a l  o p p r e s s i o n .  Whaf r e a l l y  a r e  t h e  themes of  t h i s  
The most obv ious  ones  a r e  Chao S h u - l i ' s  a n t h o l o g y ?  T h i s  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  I would 
"Ileng Xiangying S t a n d s  Up" and Hsleh Ping- l i k e  t o  pose .  I f  Shimer wan t s  t o  i l l u s -  
y i n g ' s  " G i r l  Rebel".  I n  t h e  f i r s t  f i c t i o n ,  t r a t e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  women's e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
t h e  key  c h a r a c t e r  -- Meng Xiangying -- t h e n  h e r  book shou ld  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  of t h e  
f o u g h t  hack h e r  mothe r - in - l aw ' s  a b u s e s  by work ing  c l a s s ,  merchan t s ,  e t h n i c  mino- 
t a l k i n g  back ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  commit s u i c i d e ,  r i t i e s ,  and many o t h e r s .  But h e r  book 
o r g a n i z i n g  women, and h e a d i n g  t h e  Women's c o n s i s t s  o f  a  l i m i t e d  r a n g e  of  women's 
A s s o c i a t i o n .  I n  " G i r l  Rebel" ,  t h e  main e x p e r i e n c e s .  I f  s h e  i n t e n d s  t o  d e p i c t  
c h a r a c t e r  t r i e d  t o  b r e a k  o f f  h e r  p r e v i o u s  women a s  h e r o i n e s ,  t h e n  "The S t o r y  of  
m a r r i a g e  engagement and f a i l e d .  Then s h e  T s ' u i  Ying-ying" (which p o r t r a y s  a  woman 
r e f u s e d  t o  have s e x  w i t h  h e r  husband and of  s h i f t i n g  c h a r a c t e r )  and "The Lady Who 
f i n a l l y  e scaped  from h e r  home. Was A  ~ e g g a r "  (which shows women a s  l o s e r s )  

( t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 31)  
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Joy  Kogawa, Obwan. Toron to :  L e s t e r  and 
Orpen Dennys L t d . ,  1981. 250 pages ,  ' 
$7.95 (paperback)  

"No ethnic gtroup i n  Canada han & U t h  becn 
made t o  .au66e~ an much an t h c  Japanene- 
Canadianh' duning t h e  1940'6, becaue (14 
.the pufieiciu ad t h e  Canadian guve,ttullent." 

S i n c e  Japan  was a t  war w i t h  t h e  
A l l i e d  n a t i o n s  d u r i n g  World War 11, b i a s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Japanese  was s t r o n g  i n  Canada, 
e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  bombing of P e a r l  
Harbour i n  December, 1941. 

The War Measure Act was invoked,  and 
i n  Februa ry  1942, t h e  c a b i n e t  passed t h e  
f i r s t  of a  s e r i e s  of Orders- in-Counci l  
t h a t  were t o  s t r i p  Japanese-Canadians  o f  
a l l  t h e i r  r i g h t s  and p r o p e r t y .  Regarded a s  
s e c u r i t y  r i s k s ,  t h e y  were  f o r c e d  from 
t h e i r  homes on t h e  wes t  c o a s t  and s e n t  t o  
l i v e  i n  in t e rnment  camps o r  g h o s t  towns i n  
remote  a r e a s  of n o r t h e r n  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 
T h e i r  p r o p e r t y  and goods were c o n f i s c a t e d  
and e v e n t u a l l y  s o l d  f o r  a  f r a c t i o n  of t h e i r  
v a l u e .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1945, w i t h o u t  j o b s  
o r  homes t o  r e t u r n  t o ,  Japanese-Canadians  
were g iven  t h e  c h o i c e  of r e l o c a t i n g  e a s t  o f  
t h e  Rockies  o r  go ing  t o  war-devasta ted Japan ,  
a  c o u n t r y  most of them had never  known. 

Joy  Kogawa's n o v e l ,  ~ b w u n ,  t e l l s  t h e  
moving s t o r y  of one Japanese-Canadian,  
m u l t i - g e n e r a t i o n a l  f a m i l y  and i t s  e x p e r i e n c e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  Second World War and i t s  a f t e r -  
math. 

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  n o v e l  c o n s i s t s  
of an o u t e r  framework s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  main 
s t o r y ;  t h e  n o v e l  b o t h  b e g i n s  and ends  i n  
t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t ,  on t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  U n c l e ' s  
d e a t h  i n  1972. The n a r r a t o r ,  Naomi Nakane, 
comes t o  comfort  e l d e r l y  Obasan (which means 
Aunt ) ,  Unc le ' s  widow, and t o  a w a i t  t h e  a r -  

I 

r i v a l  of o t h e r  f a m i l y  members f o r  t h e  fune- 
r a l .  

Through r e a d i n g  Aunt Emi ly ' s  j o u r n a l ,  
and through t h e  p r o c e s s  of Naomi's own me- 
mory, t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  f a m i l y ' s  war t ime 
e x p e r i e n c e s  g r a d u a l l y  u n f o l d s ,  i n  t h e  i n -  
t e r i o r  of t h e  n o v e l .  

I n  1941, Naomi i s  o n l y  f i v e  y e a r s  
o l d .  Through h e r  e y e s ,  we s e e  h e r  f o r c e d  
s e p a r a t i o n  from h e r  mothe r ,  t h e n  f a t h e r ,  
g r a n d p a r e n t s  and a u n t ,  and s e n s e  h e r  be-, 
wi lderment  a s  s h e  and h e r  f a m i l y  become 
"enemy a l i e n s "  i n  t h e i r  own l and .  Naomi 
and h e r  b r o t h e r ,  S tephen ,  accompany Obasan 
and Uncle,  now t h e i r  s u b s t i t u t e  p a r e n t s ,  
t o  S locan ,  a  s m a l l  community i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
w i l d e r n e s s .  There ,  t h e y  and o t h e r  Japanese-  
Canadian f a m i l i e s  w i l l  spend t h e  war y e a r s  
i n  i s o l a t i o n  and under  p r i m i t i v e  condi-  
t i o n s .  A f t e r  t h e  war ,  t h e  f a m i l y  i s  re -  
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  b e e t  f i e l d s  of Sou the rn  
A l b e r t a  t o  endure  even worse h a r d s h i p s :  
d rough t ,  h e a t ,  s a n d ,  e n d l e s s  s o i l ,  a  
chicken-coop home, and t h e  h o s t i l i t y  of 
t h e  w h i t e  community. 

Although t h e  n o v e l  d e a l s  w i t h  human 

t r a g e d y ,  Kogawa does  n o t  w r i t e  i n  an 
impassioned,  emot iona l  s t y l e .  R a t h e r ,  
s h e  i s  a  mas te r  of u n d e r s t a t e m e n t ;  t h e  
calm r e c i t a t i o n  of e v e n t s  b e l i e s  t h e  
h o r r o r  and s u f f e r i n g  t h e y  c o n t a i n e d .  The 
power of t h e  n o v e l  d e r i v e s  from t h e  b e a u t y  
and c o n t r o l  of t h e  w r i t i n g ,  t h e  v i v i d  dream 
imagery and symbolism, and t h e  j u x t a p o s i -  
t i o n  of c o n t r a s t s :  hope and d e s p a i r ,  l i f b  
and d e a t h ,  joy  and sorrow,  s e p a r a t i o n  and 
r e u n i o n .  

A  p o e t  a s  w e l l  a s  a  n o v e l i s t ,  Kogawa 
h a s  a  f i n e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of a l l  t h e  s e n s e s .  
Her d e s c r i p t i o n s  c o n t a i n  a  w e a l t h  of v i -  
s u a l ,  a u r a l ,  and t a c t i l e  d e t a i l .  The 
even ing  scene  o f  Grandma Nakane's f u n e r a l  
p y r e  on t h e  mountain c r e a t e s  an  i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  f o r g o t t e n .  The des- 
c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  houses  and dra>m 
from Kogawa's ocm memory o f  ac tua1 ,homes  
s h e  had l i v e d  i n  a t  Marpole,  S locan ,  and 
Granton.  

The development of t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i s  
s u b t l e .  Ra the r  t h a n  d e s c r i b i n g  h e r  
t h o u g h t s  and emotions  a t  any l e n g t h ,  Kogawa 
u s e s  dreams t o  r e v e a l  Naomi's inne rmos t  
f e e l i n g s .  Q u i c k l y - s h i f t i n g  dream images 
and p a t t e r n s  show, thorugh  t h e  power o f  
t h e  unconsc ious  mind, t h e  i n n e r  f e a r s  and 
t e r r o r s  t h a t  p o s s e s s  h e r .  

The dream imagery may p l a y  such  a  do- 
minant  mot i f  i n  t h e  book because  i t  was 
th rough  h e r  own dream t h a t  Kogawa was i n L  
s p i r e d  t o  w r i t e  t h e  n o v e l .  While s h e  was 
doing r e s e a r c h  a t  t h e  P u b l i c  Arch ives  o f  
Canada i n  Ot tawa,  h e r  i n s p i r a t i o n  became 
a  compuls ion t o  w r i t e  Obwan, 

Although t h e  n o v e l  is somewhat a u t o -  
b i o g r a p h i c a l ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a r e  l a r g e l y  
f i c t i o n a l .  The p o r t r a y a l  of Aunt Emily a s  
a  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  was 
based  on t h e  l e t t e r s  of an  a c t u a l  p e r s o n ,  
M u r i e l  Ki t agava .  However, t h e  u s e  of  
newspaper a r t i c l e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  and j o u r n a l s  
p r e s e n t e d  by Aunt Emily, w h i l e  add ing  
h i s t o r i c a l  a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  may a t  t i m e s  de- 
t r a c t  from t h e  n a r r a t i v e  f low of t h e  n o v e l .  

, With Obanan, Joy  Kogawa h a s  w r i t t e n  
a  compel l ing p o r t r a i t  of t h e  Japanese -  
Canadians ,  and a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h .  
The f i r s t  two ha rdcover  e d i t i o n s  have a l -  
r eady  s o l d  o u t ,  and a t  t h e  t ime  of w r i t i n g  
t h i s  r ev iew,  t h e  t h i r d  e d i t i o n ,  i n  paper-  
back ,  h a s  a lmos t  s o l d  o u t .  The book i s  
a l s o  s e l l i n g  w e l l  i n  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  and 
a  J a p a n e s e  language e d i t i o n  i s  now be ing  
p r e p a r e d .  R e c e n t l y ,  t h e  Canadian Authors  
A s s o c i a t i o n  awarded Obanan t h e  s i l v e r  medal 
and p r i z e  f o r  b e s t  p r o s e  f i c t i o n  o f  1981. 
Obanan h a s  c e r t a i n l y  s e c u r e d  Joy  Kogawa's 
r e p u t a t i o n  a s  one of t h e  f i n e s t  and most 
s u c c e s s f u l  p o e t - n o v e l i s t s  i n  Canada. 

Diane Yip 
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MARCO POLO 
NRC-TV mit1.i-n c n i o  . hlay 15- 19.  Di,fiec.ted 
by Gid5av;o h,lovLt-&do. .Phoduced by Will- 
cenzo LccbeRerc. W ~ L t t e n  by W .  LabeLta,, G .  
hlon,tcLedu E David GuRteh.  C a R  incLuden 
Ken MULA h u l l ,  Ying Ruocheng , Iohida Ju- 
FUCILL ,  Leui~md Nimoy, Jamen Hung, Ecdah 
Guo, Agnu Chcclz, Soon Tech 012, DelihuLm 
E U i u M ,  Tony V o g d ,  En Hucn ,  Gao Falzg. 
Guenk o b  : Buht L a n c w t u ,  Anne B U M -  
~ h c ~ d k ,  John Hailnemcin, John Gidgud .  

l la rco Po lo  s e t  o u t  from y e n i c e  i n  
t h 6  e a r l y  second h a l f  of  t h e  1 3 t h  Centu- 
r y .  At t h a t  t ime  most of  what we t a k e  
f o r  g r a n t e d  a s  European c u l t u r e  d i d  n o t  
e x i s t .  T h i s  was a  Europe b e f o r e  c o a l  
and gunpowder. A Europe b e f o r e  t h e  Re- 
n a i s s a n c e ,  o v e r  two hundred y e a r s  b e f o r e  
t h e  Mona L i s a .  Raphael ,  T i t a n  and M i -  
c h a e l a n g e l o  were  n o t  y e t  bo rn .  Pe r s -  
p e c t i v e  was s t i l l  a  mystery .  The Euro- 
pean d i e t  l a c k e d  n o t  o n l y  p a s t a  (which 
Marc0 Po lo  was t o  b r i n g  back f rom China)  
b u t  a l s o  t h e  now common p o t a t o  and toma- 
t o  impor t ed  from t h e  New World. 

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  was a  t ime  of 
s t r i f e  w i t h i n  t h e  g r e a t  f e u d a l  powers 
and t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church. What we now - 

know a s  S p a i n  was s t i l l  p a r t l y  under  
P!oorish r u l e .  And of  c o u r s e ,  I t a l y  was 
n o t  t o  be  u n i t e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  s i x  hundred 
y e a r s .  

It i s  i n  t h i s  l i g h t  t h a t  we must 
l o o k  a t  t h e  awe w i t h  which Marco Po lo  
h e l d  t h e  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  of A s i a ;  c i v i l i -  
z a t i o n s  f a r  more t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  complex 
t h a n  h i s  own. It  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  com- 
<are  h i s  a c c o u n t s  t o  t h o s e  o f .  l a t e r  Eu- 
ropean v i s i t o r s  w i t h  t h e i r  c o l o n i a l  a ims .  
The i d e o l o g y  of w h i t e  and European s u p r e -  
macy had  n o t  y e t  been fo rmula ted .  

The acknowledgement of t h i s  f a c t  and 
t h e  Ch inese  E p p i r e ' s  l a c k  of r e l i g i o u s  
o r thodoxy  a r e  tr.io'of t h e  few themes t h a t  
p r o d u c e r  L a b e l l a  and d i r e c t o r  l l on ta ldo  
l i f t  f rom R u s t i c i a n o  of  P i s a ' s  t e l l i n g  of  
t h e  l larco Po lo  jou rney .  

Ironically, t h e s e  a r e  t h e  same two 
a s p e c t s  t h a t  Glob& and M u d  c r i t i c  R ick  
Groen found o b j e c t i o n a b l e  a b o u t  t h e  t e n -  
hour  NBC t e l e v i s i o n  m i n i - s e r i e s .  W r i t i n g  

i n  t h e  May 1 5 t h  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  S e c t i o n ,  
Groen a f f i r m s  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  b o t h  
t h e s e  themes i s  

" . . . cPec~'Ik:q cleoigned ko ccppea e 
khe C l i i l l ~ b  c gc~~ehntne~d Ltk:I.i~h 
i b z  ILeLukn 604  LA c u o p ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~  
nkoud d o b e  gumd o v a  tlhe 
6~'Lip. t .  C C J J ? ~ C ~ U ~ M ~ ~ ~ ,  Z/le 
phuvinci& 7kcLeian.h m e  con- 
n.tfmti!y exphcbh4ng Ltondm oveJ~ 
khe oop l~~ . t i cc i t ed  O.Y,LY&LE Ltayn. 
And fiQXigioiln ofi.thudoxq 0 6  ull 
h;tLipes ( excep t  Rhe humav&.tic) 
.i~ conhka~n,tky pakt~ayed w Rhc 

qir.iclzcn t tloicte .to a nmfiuw mind 
aid a b e U  icooe 6eiz.t. Indeed, 
,in t h i n  i ~ ~ c ~ ~ z c ~ ~ o i : ,  ti1 e 6em-  
5clrnc. Klicc11 himbel6 b c c u m ~ ~  a 
p i u c t i  ccd Li behic~'r.i all who ccc- 
cej.lt.3 a.U ~ciLt1:~  bu t  einbhaceo 
17ot1e- -a opc1.t o b l iv~xhk  hev i -  
o.ic'nism .tliilt pfioven K i j ~ f i l z g  

it!.tol~g. When Eu,t a~zd WlmR ga- 
Rii eh o l ~  cclmncr I? 1~x0  6i.t- mabirzg 
ghoiilzd, ,the "ZLU&M" #LUX o d y  
meet buR posLtiueLy embfiacc. " 

The E u r o c e n t r i c  a s sumpt ions  s o  c l e a r -  
l y  a b s e n t  from Piarco P o l o ' s  j o u r n a l  a r e  s o  
a l i v e  i n  20th  Cen tu ry  North  America t h a t  
Groen d o e s n ' t  even b o t h e r  t o  check h i s  
h i s t o r y  and g l e e f u l l y  u s e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
f o r  a  l i t t l e  t r e n d y  r e d  b a i t i n g .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  Montaldo i s  r a r e l y  a s  
t r u e  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  c o n t e n t  o r  t e x t u r e  of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e x t .  On t h d  one hand h e  
t r i e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  a u d i e n c e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  
e i t h e r  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  o r  want t o  s e e  i n  a  
t r a v e l o g u e  of China .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t l ie 
G r e a t  Wal l ,  which is n e v e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  by 
l larco makes a  mandatory  g u e s t  appea rance .  
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e r e  was t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
TV v iewers  were s t u p i d  and had t o  be  f e d  
t h e i r  h i s t o r y  w i t h  a  gene rous  c o a t i n g  of  
s e x ,  v i o l e n c e  and i n t r i g u e .  U n f o r t u ? a t e l y  
h i s t o r y  h a s  no p l o t  and the '  s e n t i m e n t a l  
nonsense  a c t u a l l y  looked  t.acked-on. 

In s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h e s e  c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  
t h e  imagined a u d i e n c e ,  biARCd POLO was a  
b o r e ;  t e n  h o u r s  t h a t  c o u l d , s h o u l d  have 
been e d i t e d  t o  t h r e e .  There  was l i t t l e  
t h a t  t h e  e x q u i s i t e  s c e n e r y  o r  t h e  accom- 
p l i s h e d  a c t i n g  of  Ying Ruocheng cou ld  do 
t o  a l 1 e v i a t e . i ~ .  

The p a c i n g  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  problem. 
Ying was one o f  t h e  few a c t o r s  who suc-  
ceeded i n  t h e i r  r o l e s , .  Because of an aw- 
f u l  c a s t i n g  j o b ,  one  c o n s t a n t l y  found 
o n e s e l f  c h e c k i n g  Lord Achmet (Leonard N i -  
moy) 's  e a r s  t o  r e a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s t a r -  
s h i p  ENTERPRISE was n o t  abou t  t o  appea r  
i n  t h e  Forb idden  C i t y .  Ken M a r s h a l l ,  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  R icha rd  Chamberlain s c h o o l  
o f  n a i v e t e  makes a  c u t e  b u t  u n l i k e l y  Kar- 
co  Polo .  Anne B a n c r o f t  seemed ve ry  Amer- 
i c a n  t'o b e  d y i n g  i n  a  1.3th Cen tu ry  Pene- 
t i a n  bedroom. T h e a f f e c t  was e x a c e r b a t e d  
by some a t r o c i o u s  dubbing.  

I t  i s  'now f a s h i o n a b l e  t o  a d v e r t i s e ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  d i r e c t o r  and a c t o r s ,  t h e  
budget  o f  a  f i l m  o r  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s .  
;+lARCO POLO c o s t  o v e r  US$25 m i l l i o n .  Cn- 
f o r t u n a t e l y ,  money a l o n e  canno t  produce 
a r t .  O r  good r a t i n g s .  

RICHARD FUNG 



This  forum $-as organized by the  
Assoc ia t ion  of Chinese Community Serv ice  
Workers i n  coopera t ion  wi th  t h e  I 'etro 
C h i l d r e n ' s  Aid S o c i e t y ,  the  Chinese Cana- 
d ian  Nat iona l  Council (Toronto Chapte r ) ,  t h e  
Chinese Youth Connection, and t k e  Toronto 
Board of Educat ion.  

I t  was h e l d  a s  a  one-day event  a t  
Bloor Col leg ia t ;  I n s t i t u t e  (Toronto) 3 )  on 

A p r i l  24 and aimed a t  d i s c u s s i n g  i s s u e s  of 
g r e a t  concern t o  v i s a  s t u d e n t s  who a r e  a t -  
t end ing  h igh  schools  i n  Pletro Torontc.  

What emerged from the  confe-  
rence was t h a t  t h e  Chinese v i s a  s t u d e n t s  
a r e  q u i t e  concerned about t h e  t e s t s  i n  English 
p r o f i c i e n c y .  They s e e  them a s  o b s t a c l e s  t o  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  some u n i v e r s i t y  programs. 

Another i s s u e ,  nibich i s  vier'ed by 
non-Chi~ese  a s  problematic, i s  t h e  l a c k  of 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Canadian l i i e .  h f r .  Arno 
L i e b s t e r  (a t eacher  i n  C ~ g l i s h  a s  Second 
Language) summarized h i s  "su.rveyl' of  t ea -  
c h e r s '  images of Chinese s t u d e n t s :  t h e  

ney (Executive Di rec tor  of t h e  ' Golden tloun- 
t a i n " ) ,  Nancy Ing (Researcher of the  f i l m ) ,  
and Dora Yipp (Graduate s t u d e n t  a t  the hi- 
v e r s i t y  of Toronto) .  They made comments on 
t h e  f i l m  and c l a r i f i e d  a  few i s s u e s  r a i s e d  
from t h e  f l o o r .  

I t  was a t t ended  by roughly 50 people. 
and they enjoyed t h e  sl-iow and d i s c u s s i o n  a s  
w e l l  a s  t h e  refreshments  provided b ! ~  t h e  
Chinese Youth Connection. 

553 MILVERTON BLVD. . 

T O R ~ N T O  ONTO 
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CANADA . p o s i t i v e  images were t h a t  Chinese a r e  
q u i e t ,  r e s p e c t f u l  and coopera t ive ;  t h e  ne- 
g a t i v e  ones were t h a t  they a r e  p a s s l v e ,  

TELt429.4375 
p a t h e t l c  and d u l l .  Pe argued t h a t  a l l  
these  images seemed t o  p r c i e r t  t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  Chinese s t u d e n t s  do no t  p a r t i c i p a t e  

SCULPTURES PAINTINGS 
enough. He t h e r e f o r e  pleaded f o r  more 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Chinese 
s t u d e n t s  . in Canadian l i f e  ( r a t b e r  than  

TEACHING 
s tudying  a l l  t h e  t ime) .  

Thls conference rias a t t ended  by 100 
people,  most ly of h igh  school  age. I t  tTas 
a  s u c c e s s f u l  event  because most of t h e  
a t t e n d a n t s  t h e r e  were young people.  

CM'RODIAN CEI.FElUTION OF NEIJ YFAY 

- On A p r i l  ?, t h e  Cambodian Communitv of 

The Asianadian Resource bJor1:shop and 

t h e  Chinese Youth Connection co-sponsored 
a  p r e s e ~ t a t i o n  of t b e  CEC f i l m  ' Golden I:oun- 
t a i n "  a t  C e c i l  Community Center (Toronto) on 
June 9 .  I t  i s  a  f i l m  on t h e  h i s t o r y  of  the  
Chinese i n  Canada. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  shoving t h e  f i l m ,  se- 
v e r a l  p a n e l i s t s  were i n v i t e d :  Terry IJcCart- 

Onta r io  sponsored an event  t o  c e l e b r a t e  
the  Cambodian N ~ K  Year a t  Ralph Thornston 
Community Center .  

It began w i t h  a  Buddhist ceremony, f o l -  
lowed by speeches,  d i n n e r ,  and a  dance. The 
speeches s t r e s s e d  t h e  u n i t y  of Euddhists  

a c r o s s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  The d inner  was a  
b u f f e t  wi th  many d i s h e s .  The dance was a  

mis ture  of Cambodian music and Western 
d i sco .  Roughly one hundred people  
showed up, and i t  was cons idered  a  g r e a t  
success .  



asianadian reader survey 

:We would l i k e  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  o p i n i b n  
; o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  s o  a s  t o  b e t t e r  t h e  
, c o n t e n t s  and fo rma t  of  The Anianadian.  
' K i n d l y  answer t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  
; and m a i l  them back t o  us .  Thank you. 

How d i d  you o b t a i n  t h i s  copy o f  
The P.n ianudhn? 

( a )  s u b s c r i p t i o n  
(b)  from a  f r i e n d  
( c )  a t  b o o k s t o r e  . 
(d)  o t h e r  ( s p e c i f y ) :  

Which a r t i c l e s  ( f e a t u r e s )  i n  t h j s  
i s s u e  d i d  you f i n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t i n g ?  

j 3. Which a r t i c l e s  d i d  you f i n d  t h e  l e a s t  
, i n t e r e s t i n g ?  

I 
I , 1 , .  P l e a s e  e s t i m a t e  t h e  number of i s s u e s  o f  
I The Ah4unuhtan whicb you have r e a d  o v e r  
' t b e  p a s t  few y e a r s .  

( a )  one 
I 

I (b )  t t ~ o  - f i v e  
I 

( c )  s i x  - t e n  
I ( d )  more than  t e n  
I 

! 5.  What t o p i c s  t iould you l i k e  t o  r e a d  i n  
f u t u r e  i s s u e s ?  

I 
I 
I - 
; 
I 

I 
I 

t 
1 6 .  Shoclld t h e  magazine f o c u s  on a  p a r t i c u -  
I l a r  theme ( t o p i c )  f o r  each  i s s u e ,  a s  i t  
: h a s  done i n  t h e  p a s t  ( eg .  media ,  women, 
I . . .)"  
I 
I Ye? 
I N o 
1 

: 7 .  b l o l ~  ill yo,) p r e f e r  if The A n ~ u n a d i a n  were . . 

* smn 1 1  - s i z e d  newspaper fo rma t?  
I Y P S  

8. How do f e e l  i n  g e n e r a l  abou t  t h e  t o n e  of 
t h e  mafaz ine?  

t o o  r a d i c a l  
t o o  academic  ( n o t  enough on c u r r e n t  

e v e n t s )  
n o t  r a d i c a l  enough 
i t ' s  f i n e  a s  i t  is 
o t h e r  ( s p e c i f y ) :  

9. Do you have  any  s u g g e s t i o n s  on how The' 
Anianactian c o u l d  b e  improved? 
(Use a  s e p a r a t e  s h e e t  i f  you want) 

The f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  is o p t i o n a l :  

1 0 ,  Which a g e  r a n g e  do you f a l l  w i t h i n ?  
under  21  
21-30 
30-40 
40-50 
o v e r  50 

11. What is your  e t h n i c  hackground? 

12 .  What i s  your  o c c u p a t i o n ?  
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